NINETEENTH-CENTURY ENGLISH GARDENS
Course tutor: Jane Bradney
Learning Outcomes
By the end of the option students will be able to:
• systematically and effectively describe, interpret and analyse English gardens from the
nineteenth century
• systematically and effectively describe, interpret and analyse English gardening texts of
the nineteenth century
• identify and evaluate evidence from the wide range of sources relevant to gardens and
gardening in nineteenth-century England
• begin to engage with the concepts, values and debates that informed English garden
history in the nineteenth century.
Course content
The sessions will chart major changes in private and public gardens in England alongside the
growing popularity of gardening during the nineteenth century. There will be strong
references throughout to the relationship between these topics and broader social, economic,
political and aesthetic changes. The theme of national identity will allow exploration of the
role of Empire, plant introductions, the assimilation of foreign gardening styles and evolving
concepts of the English garden. Growth of the middle classes, suburbia, and the role of
female and amateur gardeners will be explored through the new gardening press, the
development of mass markets and the emergence of gardening as a beneficial leisure activity.
The contribution of historicism and sentiment will be considered through the ‘Old English’
garden, the Shakespearian garden, garden ruins and gardens as repositories of memories.
Increasing scientific knowledge will be shown to encourage a garden fashion for geology,
rockeries and mineral parterres whilst developments in evolutionary science and colour
theory encouraged new planting styles. Writers, gardeners and designers such as Donald
Beaton, Juliana Ewing, James Shirley Hibberd, John and Jane Loudon, William Andrews
Nesfield, Joseph Paxton and William Robinson will be considered.
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