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Overview
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• General Introduction to the IHR and its 
library.

• Relevant Sources and how to find 
them.

• Case Study



Definitions
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• What is Magic?
• What is a primary and secondary 

source?



The IHR

• One of the member Institutes of the School of Advanced 
Study (www.sas.ac.uk) part of the University of London.

• Founded in 1921 by the historian of Tudor politics, A. F. 
Pollard.

• Mission to promote and facilitate the study of history by 
providing institutional support and services.

Library Email: ihr.library@sas.ac.uk  
Library Telephone: 020 7862 8760

http://www.sas.ac.uk/


Our Collections
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• Published primary sources for the 
histories of Western Europe, 
European colonial empires and 
North and South America.

• There is a small general section in 
the library’s general religious 
history collection under shelf mark 
ER.858 (Magic, Witchcraft and the 
response of the Church)

• Other works on magic and 
witchcraft can be found in the 
relevant geographic collection.



Latin American, the Caribbean and the 
Southern US collections
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• From the 16th century to the present 
day.

• Published primary sources 
complemented by reference works, 
periodicals and works on 
historiography.

• Strengths include the history of the 
colonial period in the Caribbean and 
Latin America and the colonial and 
Antebellum period in the US South.



Explicit Works
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• The library has several works specifically about 
witchcraft and magic in North and South 
America.

• Titles are added to the collections all the time.
• Recent acquisitions include:

• Santería enthroned: art, ritual and 
innovation in an Afro-Cuban religion.

• Voodoo: an African American religion
• Tráfico de saberes: agencia femenina, 

hechicería e Inquisición en Cartegena de 
Indias (1610-1614)



Surveys of Indigenous Religions
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Hernado Ruiz de Alarcón. 
Tratato de las supersticiones y 

costumbres gentílicas

• Accounts written in the 
16th and 17th centuries.

• Mainly covers Mexico and 
Central America and Peru.

• Surveys religious practices 
and how magic continued 
to be used in hunting, 
agriculture, fortune-
telling, etc.



Finding Works in the Library
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• Online Catalogue: 
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.
uk/search~S10/ 

• Example:
• A subject search with the term 

‘Magic’
• Produces 65 results.
• One of these is: Magicians, South 

Carolina
• This refers to the work, A 

documented history of Gullah Jack 
Pritchard and the Denmark Vesey 
slave insurrection of 1822.

https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search~S10/
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search~S10/


Implicit Sources

Library Email: ihr.library@sas.ac.uk  
Library Telephone: 020 7862 8760

Included within this anthology of texts is a translation of ‘Witness statements in 
Celaya about witchcraft’ (1614) by the Franciscan missionary and Inquisition 
comisario Diego Muñoz (c. 1550–c. 1626)  

Bernardino de Sahagún. Historia general de las cosas 
de Nueva España



Church Sources
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• Bishops’ and Archbishops’ 
visitations.

• Published Inquisition records.
• Missionary writing; texts 

produced by the Jesuits were 
particularly numerous.

Account from May 1560 in Monumenta Missionum 
Societatis Iesu: Monumenta Brasilliae, volume 3 

(1558-1563)



Secular Sources
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From the 1897 Vagrancy Act in Laws of 
Barbados, vol. 3

Translation of La revolution de 
Saint-Domingue in Facing racial 

revolution: eyewitness accounts of 
the Haitian Insurrection

Modern edition of 
Edward Long’s History 

of Jamaica



W

Beyond the Collection (1)
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• Finding Aids
• WorldCat
• JISC Library Hub
• General online bibliographies such 

as the BBIH
• Online Collections

• Internet Archive / Hathi Trust / 
Google Books

• DOAB and DOAJ
• Open Access publications via 

publishers such as Brill

https://search.worldcat.org/
https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/
https://www.history.ac.uk/publications/bibliography-british-and-irish-history
https://archive.org/details/texts
https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://books.google.co.uk/
https://www.doabooks.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://brill.com/


Beyond the Collection (2)
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• Specialist Bibliographies
• The Witchcraft Bibliography 

Project
• Research Projects

• Obeah Histories
• Digital Libraries

• Biblioteca Virtual Miguel de 
Cervantes

• Digital Occult Library
• Biblioteca Digital Mexicana

• Bibliographies in specialist secondary 
monographs

From the Biblioteca Digital Mexicana

https://history.unt.edu/sites/history.unt.edu/files/users/dsg0009/witchcraft_bib.pdf
https://history.unt.edu/sites/history.unt.edu/files/users/dsg0009/witchcraft_bib.pdf
https://obeahhistories.org/
https://www.cervantesvirtual.com/
https://www.cervantesvirtual.com/
https://digitaloccultlibrary.commons.gc.cuny.edu/
http://bdmx.mx/


Summary
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Find Explicit 
Sources

Search 
within 

Implicit 
Sources

Search 
beyond a 
collection



Case Study: Marie Laveau in the Sources
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Search for “Marie Laveau” in 
the Library of Congress’ 
online newspaper archive, 
Chronicling America with an 
article from the Savannah 
Morning News, 27th April 
1886

Pages from New Orleans as it was by 
Henry C. Castellanos and Historical 
sketch book and guide to New Orleans 
by William Coleman, accessed via 
Google Books and the Internet Archive 
respectively.

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/


Case Study: Marie Laveau in the Sources
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Federal Writers 
Project Inventory 
(Louisiana) 
Northwestern State 
University, Louisiana

https://documentproviderviewer.nsula.edu/?id=2761
https://documentproviderviewer.nsula.edu/?id=2761
https://documentproviderviewer.nsula.edu/?id=2761


Contacts

Phone: 020 7862 8760

Email: ihr.library@sas.ac.uk 

Twitter: @IHR_library 

Membership

• Membership is free to everyone.

• Just fill out an online membership 
form at 
history.ac.uk/library/library-
membership/join

• You can opt to have your card 
sent to you in the post or you can 
collect it from the IHR Reception.
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mailto:ihr.library@sas.ac.uk
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