
Using British History Online to 
investigate Environmental 

History.

John Levin, editor of B.H.O.

9 March 2023



What is British History Online

• An archive of circa 1,300 volumes

• Fully transcribed texts; not just page images

• Circa 200 volumes behind the paywall

• Not-for-profit

• Ranges from medieval to 20th century sources

• Very strong 17th century political coverage

• Welsh, Scottish and Irish history

• Colonial and Imperial history
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London



Maps



State Sources on B.H.O.

• Calendars of State Papers

• Calendars of Close Rolls and Patent Rolls

• Statutes of the Realm, Acts and Ordinances of the Interregnum

• Journals of the Houses of Commons and Lords

• Calendars of Treasury Books and Papers



Reading State Produced Texts





British History Online

• https://www.british-history.ac.uk/

• british-history@sas.ac.uk

• https://twitter.com/bho_history

• Hughes, J.D., What is Environmental History?, 2nd ed., Polity, 2016.

• Frankopan, P., The big idea: why you can’t leave climate out of history, 

• https://www.theguardian.com/books/2023/feb/27/the-big-idea-why-
you-cant-leave-climate-out-of-history (accessed 6 March 2023).
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