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Institute of Historical Research Library

e QOver 200,000 primary sources, guides, reference works and periodicals.
* From early medieval to contemporary.
* Print, electronic, microform collections

e Collections strengths: Britain, Western Europe, Colonial history, the
Americas, local and regional history

* We work collaboratively with other libraries around Bloomsbury, especially
Senate House Library, the other libraries within the School of Advanced
Study, and the School of Slavonic and East European Studies (SSEES) and
the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS)

history.ac.uk
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Environmental History Guide ()

Environmental History
Collections

Find out more about the environmental history collections in the IHR Wohl
Library. We collect historical sources and guides to finding and using sources.
This page shows examples from the collections.

Search Catalogue

= ®m v f in

Introduction

Environmental history is a fascinating and relatively new area of historical study. This guide lists
some of the works explicitly on the subject which you can find in our collections. These include
works on historiography and methodology, small collections of secondary monographs and
reference works as well as a growing number of published primary sources.

“For environmental historians, these sources will include not only all the relevant books and articles,

but, as the case dictates, business records, scientific reports, newspaper records, and literature
revealing the attitudes of the people of the times.”

J. Donald Hughes. What is environmental history?

As the quote above shows, relevant source material for researchers in environmental history can
also be found within a wide range of works. Listed below are a few examples showing how some
of the diaries and published correspondence, government records, chronicles, oral history and
maps found in the library can be used.

history.ac.uk/library/collections/environmental-history
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Environmental History Guide: Case
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Theodore Roosevelt and the 'Midnight Forests'

One of the achievements of Theodore Roosevelt's presidency was the establishment of dozens of forest reserves
covering thousands of square kilometres of land. The process had already got underway in the 1890s with the passing of
the Forest Reserve Act of March 1891 and Roosevelt had commented on its importance at the time; in a letter dated
August 24th 1897, he argues,

It was a serious matter taking this great mass of forest reservations away from the settlers. That it needed to be
done admits of no question, but the great bulk of the people themselves strongly objected to its being done; and a
great deal of nerve and a good deal of tact were needed in accomplishing it. | am exceedingly glad that President
Cleveland issued the order; but none of the trouble came on him at all. He issued the order at the very end of his
administration

Although William McKinley succeeded Cleveland his presidency was cut short with his assassination in 1901; the
execution of this 'serious matter' would fall upon Roosevelt himself and the head of the United States Forest Service,
Gifford Pinchot

Debates about the Forest Reserve Act and the establishment of the United States Forest service can be found in the
library's holdings of the Congressional Record and journals of the House of Representatives and the Senate. These
sources show that this process of reserve creation was in effect brought to an end in early 1907. It had angered some
members of the timber industry and industrial farming community as well as some members of Congress, who sought to
end what they dubbed 'Pinchotism'. In an amendment attached by Senator Charles W. Fulton of Oregon to the Agricultural
Appropriation Bill of the 25th of February 1907 forbade,

That hereafter no forest reserve shall be created, nor shall any additions be made to one heretofore created, within
the limits of the States of Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, Colorado, or Wyoming. except by act of
Congress.

Roosevelt had no choice but to pass this into law by the 4th of March. However, that gave him and Pinchot and his staff at
the Forest Service a few days to create new reserves and extend existing ones before the 4th March deadline, Roosevelt
calling them the 'midnight forests'. In total twenty-one new forest preserves were created and eleven were enlarged

Environmental Movements in Britain from the 1970s .

history.ac.uk/library/collections/environmental-history
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Ida B. Wells and the flood of 1927

(picture credits: U.S. National Archives, Flooded farmland — catalog.archives.gov/id/285952 and Aerial
view of train stranded on flooded tracks — catalog.archives.gov/id/285957)
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US History Collections

history.ac.uk/library/collections/united-states-history
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Broad and Narrow Sources

Searching Broad Sources Finding Narrow Sources

e Letter Collections * Specific Eyewitness Accounts

* Newspapers e Oral Histories

* Papers of Government and other ¢ Contemporary Works about a
Organisations specific event

history.ac.uk
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Government Records

Congressional Record (via
WWW.congress.gov/congressional-

record)

Library of Congress survey of
digitised US State legislature
proceedings
(https://guides.loc.gov/state-
legislative-journals/by-state)

R .

Mr. SNELL. Mr. Speaker, I present a privileged report from
the Committee on Rules,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York presents a
privileged report from the Committee on Rules, which the Clerk
will report.

The Clerk read as follows:

House Resolution 165

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this resolution it shall be in
order to move that the House resolve itself into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for the consideration of S. 3740,

an act for the control of floods on the Mississippi River and its tribu-

taries, and for other purposes. That after general debate, which shall
be confined to the bill and shall continue not to exceed 12 hours, to be
equally divided and controlled by those favoring and opposing the bill,
the bill shall be read for amendment under the five-minute rule. At the
conclusion of the reading of the bill for amendment the committee shall
rise and report the bill to the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted, and the previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill and the amendments thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except one motion to recommit.

Mr. SNELL. Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the House, the

legislation made in order under this rule is the most important
- matter that has been brought before this House since the

declaration of war about 11 years ago. This legislation pro-
vides for the most gigantic in construction and
engineering that any government in the civilized world has ever
undertaken. It is most far-reaching in every respect and has
a most important bearing upon the economic life of a large
portion of our country; it is much larger and will cost four
ti.mm? as gnghuu thg Panama panal.

SRR SR TP R o e - o - a -

House Journal, April 17t 1928

history.ac.uk
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Newspaper Sources

Chronicling America: Historic American
Newspapers —
www.chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

Times Digital Archive — between 15t Jan.

1927 and 15t Jan. 1928 86 articles were
published about the Mississippi floods.

fitimanities CHRONICLING AMERICA

Search Pages Advanced Search
:

Pages Available: 20,262,913

2

All Digitized Newspapers 1777-1963 US Newspaper Directory, 1690-Present

fromtu 1925 v Rl

=print ElSubscribe @Share/Save GGive Feedback

Results 1 - 20 of 2870 oI 142 | 143 | 144 Jump to page: View: Gallery[g | List B

2870 results containing “mississippi flood”

[C] show only front pages  Sort by: | Relevance v Results per page: |20 v

This Must NOT
Happen

Evening_star. [volume]
(Washington, D.C.), May 08, 1927,
Image 105

Evening star. [volume]
(Wwashington, D.C.), December 05,
1927, Page 11, Image 11

1927, FINAL EDITION, Image 14

Brownsville herald. [volume]
(Brownsville, Tex.), November 06,
1927, Image 22

history.ac.uk
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Finding Resources: the catalogue

UNIVERSITY
OF LONDON

Catalogue » Institute of Historical Research

|££ About the Library | Opening Hours | Joining the Library | Contacts | Location | Collections | Using the Library

Quick Search

Keyword v Institute of Historical Research Library v /O I
Search

Search IHR Resources Other Resources
Author Library Online Resources Library Hub Discover
. s (formerly COPAC and
T IHR
itle HR website SUNCAT)
Auth itl itish History Onli
uthor/Title British History Online Retiopalihriiives
Keyword: Simple | Layers of London
Advanced British Library catalogue

Subject Headings

Classmark
Search entire Senate House Libraries catalogue | Main Menu
,‘-\2 ICDOI.X‘; Institute of Advanced Legal Studies | Institute of Classical Studies | Institute of Commonwealth Studies | Institute of English Studies | Institute of Historical Research | Institute of Latin American Studies | Institute of Modern Languages Research | Institute of Musical Research | Institute of
?‘:g‘ stuoy B burg Institute

https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search~S10/
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Biographical Sources, letters and Essays

W.E.B. du Bois.
Correspondence, vol. 1
1877-1934
Location: IHR, North
American Reading
Room, UF.716/Boi

Huey Long. Every man a
king

Location: IHR, North
American Reading Room,
UF.718/Lon

EVERY MAN

AKING

The Autobiography of

ﬁc” u j Y

GIFFORD PINCHOT

SELECTED WRITINGS

GHAR MILLER

Gifford Pinchot. Selected

Writings
Location: IHR, North

American Reading Room,

UF.722/Pin

From The memoirs of
Herbert Hoover: the
Cabinet and the
Presidency 1920-1933
Location: IHR, North
American Reading Room,
UF.728/Hoo

CHAPTER 18

AN INTERLUDE—RELIEF IN THE
MISSISSIPPI FLOOD OF 1927

The cause of the lower Mississ

Guardsmen. As the motorboats we could assemble proved invficient,
the sawamills up and down the iver made me 1000 rough bauts in
)

history.ac.uk
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Comparative Sources

HARMING
THE i

lAWRI:M L SVOBIDA

ew foreword by R. Douglas Hurt

H H w00 L bloag
Public Disasterand 1B %
Personal Narrative ., 98

ATE PARKER-HORIGAN

history.ac.uk
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Other Catalogues

S WorldCat Gt | Skain

WorldCat — worldcat.org

Library Hub Discover —
discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk

history.ac.uk
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Finding a Bibliography

* Online bibliographies such as the
Environmental History
Bibliography Database
maintained by the Forest History
Society
(https://foresthistory.org/researc
h-explore/archives-
library/environmental-history-
bibliography-database/)

e Bibliographies and T PAEE <L
End/Footnotes in Secondary
Monographs

history.ac.uk
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Summary

e Fish for relevant information in broad sources. In this instance these have
been newspapers and political papers.
e Hunt for relevant narrow sources specifically about your subject. To do this
use:
* Individual Library/Archive Catalogues
* Union Catalogues such as WorldCat or JISC Library Hub. UK archive
holdings can also be searched from the catalogue of the National
Archives.
* General and Specialist Bibliographies.
* Bibliographies and notes in secondary monographs.

history.ac.uk



INSTITUTE OF | SCHOOL OF
HISTORICAL | ADVANCED STUDY
‘27~ RESEARCH UNIVERSITY
OF LONDON

Membership & Contacts

 Membership is free to everyone — to join to fill out an online form
(https://www.history.ac.uk/library/library-membership/join) and opt to
either collect your card from the IHR reception or have it sent to you in the
post.
* You can contact us in person, via email or telephone as well as on social
media:
* jhrlibrary@sas.ac.uk
02078628760
e @IHR Library
e If you would like to arrange a 1-2-1 induction don’t hesitate to contact us.

history.ac.uk
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