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• Over 200,000 primary sources, guides, reference works and periodicals.

• From early medieval to contemporary.

• Print, electronic, microform collections

• Collections strengths: Britain, Western Europe, Colonial history, the 

Americas, local and regional history

• We work collaboratively with other libraries around Bloomsbury, especially 

Senate House Library, the other libraries within the School of Advanced 

Study, and the School of Slavonic and East European Studies (SSEES) and 

the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS)
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(picture credits: U.S. National Archives, Flooded farmland – catalog.archives.gov/id/285952 and Aerial 
view of train stranded on flooded tracks – catalog.archives.gov/id/285957) 



history.ac.uk/library/collections/united-states-history
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Searching Broad Sources
• Letter Collections
• Newspapers
• Papers of Government and other 

Organisations

Finding Narrow Sources
• Specific Eyewitness Accounts
• Oral Histories
• Contemporary Works about a 

specific event



history.ac.uk

• Congressional Record (via 
www.congress.gov/congressional-
record) 

• Library of Congress survey of 
digitised US State legislature 
proceedings 
(https://guides.loc.gov/state-
legislative-journals/by-state)

House Journal, April 17th 1928

http://www.congress.gov/congressional-record
http://www.congress.gov/congressional-record
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fguides.loc.gov%2Fstate-legislative-journals%2Fby-state&data=05%7C01%7Cmichael.townsend%40sas.ac.uk%7C23a8d75b3b4c4754fe6808db1b465f58%7C185280ba7a0042ea940819eafd13552e%7C0%7C0%7C638133761282485683%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6gxEIBxZCv98aHl23N3dSKTqk6jslQwX53hhLXTfl9g%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fguides.loc.gov%2Fstate-legislative-journals%2Fby-state&data=05%7C01%7Cmichael.townsend%40sas.ac.uk%7C23a8d75b3b4c4754fe6808db1b465f58%7C185280ba7a0042ea940819eafd13552e%7C0%7C0%7C638133761282485683%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6gxEIBxZCv98aHl23N3dSKTqk6jslQwX53hhLXTfl9g%3D&reserved=0


history.ac.uk

• Chronicling America: Historic American 
Newspapers –
www.chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

• Times Digital Archive – between 1st Jan. 
1927 and 1st Jan. 1928 86 articles were 
published about the Mississippi floods.

http://www.chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/


https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search~S10/
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Gifford Pinchot. Selected 
Writings

Location: IHR, North 
American Reading Room, 

UF.722/Pin

From  The memoirs of 
Herbert Hoover: the 

Cabinet and the 
Presidency 1920-1933
Location: IHR, North 

American Reading Room, 
UF.728/Hoo

Huey Long. Every man a 
king
Location: IHR, North 
American Reading Room, 
UF.718/Lon

W.E.B. du Bois. 
Correspondence, vol. 1 

1877-1934
Location: IHR, North 
American Reading 
Room, UF.716/Boi
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WorldCat – worldcat.org

Library Hub Discover –
discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk
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• Online bibliographies such as the 
Environmental History 
Bibliography Database 
maintained by the Forest History 
Society 
(https://foresthistory.org/researc
h-explore/archives-
library/environmental-history-
bibliography-database/) 

• Bibliographies and 
End/Footnotes in Secondary 
Monographs

https://foresthistory.org/research-explore/archives-library/environmental-history-bibliography-database/
https://foresthistory.org/research-explore/archives-library/environmental-history-bibliography-database/
https://foresthistory.org/research-explore/archives-library/environmental-history-bibliography-database/
https://foresthistory.org/research-explore/archives-library/environmental-history-bibliography-database/
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• Fish for relevant information in broad sources. In this instance these have 
been newspapers and political papers.

• Hunt for relevant narrow sources specifically about your subject. To do this 
use:
• Individual Library/Archive Catalogues
• Union Catalogues such as WorldCat or JISC Library Hub. UK archive 

holdings can also be searched from the catalogue of the National 
Archives.

• General and Specialist Bibliographies.
• Bibliographies and notes in secondary monographs.
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• Membership is free to everyone – to join to fill out an online form 
(https://www.history.ac.uk/library/library-membership/join) and opt to 
either collect your card from the IHR reception or have it sent to you in the 
post.

• You can contact us in person, via email or telephone as well as on social 
media:
• ihr.library@sas.ac.uk
• 020 7862 8760
• @IHR_Library

• If you would like to arrange a 1-2-1 induction don’t hesitate to contact us.

https://www.history.ac.uk/library/library-membership/join
mailto:ihr.library@sas.ac.uk
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