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Context to the emergence of modern Pagan Witchcraft in the early 20t century



Sir James George Frazer by Emile Antoine Bourdelle bronze bust (1925)
© National Portrait Gallery, London (used with permission)

James George Frazer (1854-1941) was a child of Victorian
Britain (1837-1901), coming of age and being educated in a
period that saw many changes, including the expansion of
the British Empire.

His book The Golden Bough was enormously influential on
the emergence of modern Pagan Witchcraft.



Margaret Murray (1863-1963)

“Rarely has a historian achieved so much by
being completely wrong...”

(Dr Francis Young, 2020




Margaret M




Left: Margaret Murray, Christmas 1933

Above: Flinders Petrie in front of tomb dwelling in Giza
(The Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology, UCL;
published in Stevenson 2012).



In her autobiography she said:

“Someone, | forget who, had once told
me that witches obviously had a special

form of religion, “for they danced
around a black goat.” As ancient religion
is my pet subject this seemed to be in
my line, and during all the rest of the
war | worked on witches.”




“...witchcraft is known to its votaries as la vecchia rel
the old religion, of which DIANA is the Goddess, her d
Aradia (or Herodias) the female Messiah...”

Charles G Leland
Aradia: Gospel of the Witches

Grateful thanks to Geraldine Beskin of the Atlantis Bookshop, London, f
of the frontispiece of Margaret Murray’s copy of Aradia: Gospel of t




1y Minutes of NMeelings.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18th, 1917.

DR. M. GASTER (VICE-PRESIDENT) IN THE CIHIAIR.

THE minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.
Miss M. Murray read a paper entitled * Organizations of
Witches in Great Dritain,” and in the discussion which
followed Dr. Baudis, Dr. Seligman, Dr. Read, Miss Pollard,
Miss Hull, Mrs. Coote Lake, and the Chairman took part.
The mecting terminated with a hearty vote of thanks to
Miss Murray for her paper.



“Under Operative Witchcraft | class all charms a
spells... [which are] common to every nation and
country, and are practised by the priests and peo
every religion. They are part of the common herit
the human race and are therefore of no practical
in the study of any one particular cult.”

The Witch-Cult in Western Europe,
Margaret Murray, 1921.



Cecil Williamson and Gerald Gardner 1930s — 1940s
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. Cecil Williamson (1909-1999), Bricket Wood Gerald Gardner (1884-1964), Isle of Man



Cecil Williamson always maintained
that it was his childhood
encounters with practitioners of a
traditional style of English rural
witchcraft that inspired his lifelong
passion for witchcraft and magic.



Gerald Gardner lived most of his life overseas
Ceylon (Sri Lanka ) and the Federated Malay
States (Malaysia), moving to England on his
retirement in 1936.

He was based in London but continued to trav
overseas, including Palestine, Turkey, Greece,
Hungary, and Cyprus, between 1936 and 1938



Gardner’s Home Guard

accepted on 15 April.

enrolment form. He applied
on 12 March 1942 and was
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(v:rl:s This gives 2 total of 49 wardens, 40 of

leter. | Which are ™ fulg' effective,” and 4 of the

aal 40 may be called up for service. C
Posts. B

ss» a|  A—Somerford Avenue.

:the | B—Golf Club.

Mr. | C—Hinton Station. C
1g to | D—Ovoid, Gordon Road (head warden’s | F
nade. | post). : i v
VUyatt | E—Junction Glenville and Ringwood | S
duly | Road C

NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF WARDENS IN “C4”GROUP

Sector A (subsidiary to B Sector) : W. A.
Florey, ™ Wroxeter,” Summerford Avenue:
W. Wilcock, * Betsden,” Woodland Way; R.
Abbott, “Lyndon,” Shelley Close.

Sector B: C. Sargent, The Golf Club
(sector warden) ; A. C. Weavers, tobaccon-
ist, Lymington Road; W. Andrews, boot
shop, Lymington Road; C. Meadus, decora-
tor, Lymington Road; P. Dimmer, grocer,
Lymington Road; J. E. Wheeler, " Wei
Yuen,” Lymington Road; J. L. Lumb, "El-
finswood,” Woodlands Way: A. Nowell, 2,
The Parade.

Sector C: F. Pettipher, " Cranemore,”
Station Road (sector warden); H. Spong,
The Lodge, * Wolhayes,” Station Road:
W. Jeffrics, ** Seaview,” Lymington Road;
B. Stride, Station Cottage, Station Road; A.
Wiseman, ** Cranemore,” Station Road.

Sector D: E. H. Fells, ™ Pinewood,”
Wortley Road (sector warden): J. W.
Macfarlane, draper, Lymington Road; P. T.
Tugwell, chemisi, Lymington Rd.; *A. Law-
rie, Glen House, Lymington Road; E. Lud-
well, draper, Sea Corner; F. Hentall, 1,
Gordon Road; L. Durrant, 4, Waterford
Road; G. Steele, fruiterer, Lymington Road;
A. Wheeler, " Colaba,” Lymington Road;
*R. Taylor, Clock Cafe, Lymington Road;
*S. Clark, " Shootash,” Waterford Road;
G. Garner, " Stanton,” Stanley Lane; L.

ath Road, Walkford; *C.

unnyDank, 5
E (Walkford): G. Gardner,
* Southridge,” Highland Avenue (sector
warden) ; E. M. Sharp, " Waterford House,”
Waterford Road; *T. Hopkins, ** Henseshore
Cottage,” Chewton Common; H. Ogden,
“Little Meggs,” Chewton Common; J.
Harris, * Chewton Lodge,” Lymington Road;
H. Angell, *Lighthouse View,” Chewton
Common; L. Hope-Jones, ™ Birch Lawn,”
Lymingtae Road; F. Hope-Jones, " Birch
Lawn,” Lymington Road; Mrs. E. Grimes,
* Avenue Cottage,” Avenue Road: *E.
Corner, " Boonara,” Ringwood Road; E.
P ich, “Longcroft,” Ringwood Road:

Sector F (Walkford): J. H. Darwin,
** Sterte House," Chewton Farm Road (sec-
tor warden); F. Hudson, * Chatsworth,”
Solent Road; C. Thompson, " Avenue Cot-
tage,” Avenue Road:; Mrs. R. Thompson,
* Avenue Cottage,” Avenue Road; B.| -
Mitchell, Walkford Hotel; *H. Pearmain.
** Osterley,” Avenue Road; D. Yoe, ** Whits-
bury,” Walkford Road.

Head warden: H. de Dreux Coutts,
* Granta.” Lymington Road.

Those marked with * only appear when

oads.
F—Walkford Hotel.
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John S M Ward at the
Abbey Folk Park Museum in 1937.







Moving back to London after the war
brought Gardner into contact with the
Atlantis Bookshop, whose owner, Micha
Houghton, agreed to publish Gardner's
novel, High Magic’s Aid, in 1949, providi
Gardner covered all the costs.




Below: illustrations from the Key

and back endpapers from



Cecil Williamson and Gerald Gardner 1951 — 1954




Register for the
Society for 1945
showing GB Gar
member.

It seems unlikel
was a member
end of WWII,
Folklore Soci



Far left: Ga
Council in

Left: Gar
again in







secret signs

[ s WITCHCRAFT BAC

Mr. C. H. Williamson points with a trident to the cabalistic secret

signs showing beneficial and evil influences peculiar to the hut.

is holding a shrivelled skull ifrom the upper reaches of the

Amazon. Hanging from the .roof is a parrot fish, used for ritual
purposes,

Laundry charges up-
‘smalls” done at hamae

SUNDAY MERCURY, J: y 28, 1951. Page Sevem

MIDILANDS!

Spirits to be told of move

Mercury Staff Reporter

WITCHES and warlocks may soon be adding to the dollar drive—in
Warwick, “ Practising witches ” have promised their help in

establishing a witcheraft museum in or near the town. American fourists [

are expected to flock to see a 400-year-old “ witches’ den” full of strange

instruments associated with : .

the mystic art, i

Man behind the project is the
bresent * official custodian” of
the hut, which is still used
regularly by a “coven,” or
assembly, of witches.

He is 4l-year-old Wardour
Street film director, Mr, Cecil H.
Williamson. “No—I'm no
crank or showman—I've both
feet on the ground ”

With him yesterday in a
wooded copse” 20 miles from
London, I ‘inspected the tim-
bered structure which by repute
has always been handed own
in succession to sorcerers or
their associates.

The gate in the surrounding
fence was locked. A b
“A precaution,” explained s S 5
Mr. illiamson, “Someone| Mr. Williamson about to enter the hut, which
might intrude on these gather- lies well back from the road, near St. Albans,

ings.”

and Country Planning authori- which has any such relics -asso- 5’{{; Williamson, Weaiim!ma

For alchemy ties he has decided upon War-|ciated veith magic.” ma

? wickshlre—preferably near to| Some of the instruments th
Stooping to enter the low, Warwick itself. which he hopes to place in the| Press photographer inside. the
narrow doorway, I bumped my| ' oy years he has collected |collection have been loaned ty hut—Sunday Mercury pictures,
head on a stuffed alligator instruments or relics which him, he’ says, by present-day
swinging from the ceiling. have been connected with practising witches, the flame still flickers.

+‘Oh, that? Used in alchemy,” witcheraft, B y has he selected War-| He will himself dismantle the
said my guide. “I want to establish a per- | wickshire? hut, with the sole assistance of
The room was covered, walls manent collection before - the Because the county has a|another connected with the
and floor, in cabalistic signs. In [cults die away,” he says ‘“‘There well-deserved reputation for [ occult.
the centre, before the “altar,”{is not one national museum |witcheraft—and because here| “Of pourse, before we take it
stood a witches’ cauldron. There dowm to move it away, there

Was no chimney—smoke goes will have to be a ceremony—

Gl SE B RAILWAY TEA TO BEE 5 S

‘In ‘one corner was a four- spirits and tell. them the ren-

poster bed. dezvo'gs has moved to Warwick-
re.

“ Always slept in by a witch E IF ’l ’l 7 l/ shi
until recent years,” said Mr. - Mr. Williamson wants to hear

Williamson. from anvone who can give him
He liftted tgg v;rooden ’“y‘,-‘éﬁe“ . . Mercury Staff Reporter first-hand information on.

rame 0 isclose a idaen : Ll Cra SR +

drawer “Where she kept hop AILWAY tea—strong, weak, and indifferent—is to be thc But ¥ am even more anxious

magic charms.” e R life-study of a 3l-§ear-old Midiands woman who has to contact any Warwickshire

Against the  wall stood a i i f refreshment rooms and| witches,” he said.
i SRy e e s e
magic” wand hung on the S for —

wralls

K IN THE

28 January 1951
Sunday Mercury

Photos of Cecil Williamson
and the Witch’s Cottage at
Bricket Wood, January 1951.
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Extract from a letter from Gardner to Williamson,
undated but the content confirms it is 1951.

“I’ve been to several more Theatrical People, but n
them will make the sword, so Im bringing up 2 swo
you to see, & | think we can fake them up. lve mad
Unicorns Crown, & got some chain — will have to b
it... Ive made the picture for the shrine, & | have wr
out a lot of the grimoire. Dr Dee’s in Enochian Lan
you know ... | think it will look quite imposing whe
stuck up.” (original spelling and punctuation).



Sunday Pictorial, 29 April 1951

This is the earliest known advertis
the Witchcraft Museum on the Isle

At this point there is no mention of
Gardner and Williamson says that
witches lay too much stress on sex
reference to fertility rituals, with
‘prancing and dancing in the nud



Telegram dated

11 Sept 1951

“To Williamson; =
Confirming

afternoon boat

13th please

meet Gardner”

Telegram dated
5 May 1951

“To George
Hotel: Can | have
room Tuesday

15t Gardner”




September 27, 1952 ~IUUSTRANLD

Witchcraft
In B_rltaln

After seeing this article about Cecil Williamson and
his museum on the Isle of Man in /llustrated magazine
e e (27 September 1952), Doreen Valiente wrote to him

vice. .. The black art is not dead.

N T il Yo Hidten to find out more about witchcraft.

CECIL WILLIAMSON, who dircets the
" Witches” Iitchen™ at Casfletoun in
the Fle of Man, is a witcheralt ¢onul-
tant. It i bis full-time occopation. Aad
wheo, for example, receives am x|

R g e o fomrs 355 = Williamson passed her letter to Gerald Gardner and

Jore of witeheraft to compound a remedy,
A waman who wrote to him recmtly encicced

SR the rest, as they say, is history.

woman {riesd.
w0e's wrmpmn‘_mt wa
endhln was b
vineed N & spell wis woeki

make a dell, or poppet,

:}c eoenting the WL ~|s“1\: witch, The tonds was

efay from a river bod woeked with water from a

fall. He coleuted sl lef worms L0 represent

e exenes ul
hy

life, Hibbea tvy berres growing in &
[oe U cyss, and whits gaactz from o ligh il
fee the ticth ard bomes

Hs burmed e bodies of three bhok tmads, a
peegnant e ext i - hace cack om an alias
to the sin her ta the sooea he Burnes
another mixture, inest pleasant ingrediont of
whica was berby. Tho athe were compoandel
iste the goppet, which had Hfo symbolically
broathed into it and wan patsed tiweugh the
alvments of garth, als, fi

He thrust ghss splinl
diremderl it amb digadched §
imatractions were 1o bury i in & ¢
mear thg witch's home, llghl a fire

0 A powarfel, po ¢tiliod coumtar-
witeh wunh! he

u—qwi Pl Sl i
y does Willamson po to m0 mech tmubls
His ielerest bs  parily peolessoral, partly

To demat the cunie im tho lotter, witch-
eraft expert Cecil Williamson s
a “poppet imepe  theough firc



Letter from Gerald Gardner to Cecil Williamson
date 30 August 1953 p.1

With regards to my collection. it was offered
to you & accepted on the clear
understanding that it was a collection, &
would be treated with the customary
courtesy , & would not be broken up ... you
promised it would have a room to itself ,with
my portrait, called the Ga rdner room.
(original spelling and punctuation.)




Letter from Gerald Gardner to Cecil Williamson
date 30 August 1953 p.2

As you said you did not wish me to show people
round the Museum this year, | have kept away...

... a little discussion beforehand would have
perhaps prevented this unhappy business with the
Southern Coven, which has taken away nearly all
the scientific value of your Museum ... you have
put me in a very Queer position in the Scientific
World. (Original spelling and punctuation.)




CO¥




in the Daily Despatch
1954.

!

| am a Witch & | believe that if | used my power
to do anything evil | would have all the rest of
the Witches down on me. G.B.Gardner

My Witch name is S’cire (or Scire)






Published by
Rider & Co in 1954

Published by the
Aquarian Press in 1959




Doreen Valiente was initiat
Gardner in 1953. She prove
enormously influential in th
development and growth of
writing many of the traditio
invocations, and charges, u
practice of the religion.



Charles Clarke

Lois Bourne with Gerald Gardner

ilson,










News of the World
9 February 1969

“THEIR LITTLE GIRL IN PERI

YVETTE WILSON was initiate
witchcraft rites when she wa
years old. Now, aged 11, she
rituals like those above — wit
knowledge of her parents,
Mr and Mrs Loic Wilson.”
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Thank you for joining me on this fascinating journey.

Q&A

1960s Wiccan Coven meeting taking place inside the Witch’s
Cottage in Bricket Wood, which Gardner acquired in 1945.
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