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Library collections

• Primary sources and 
guides

• Early medieval to 
contemporary 

• Local to global
• Europe, Americas, 

World history
• Print and online



history.ac.uk/library-digital

Collection Guides



history.ac.uk/library-digital/collections/teaching-british-histories-
race-migration-and-empire

Resource Portal
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Open Access Publications

Directory of Open Access 
Books

Directory of Open Access 
Journals

Publishers offering titles on Open Access

• Amsterdam University Press
• Brill
• Bristol University Press
• Cambridge University Press
• De Gruyter
• Leiden University Press
• Peter Lang
• Transcript Verlag
• UCL Press
• University of London Press
• University of Westminster Press

https://www.doabooks.org/
https://www.doabooks.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://www.aup.nl/en/
https://brill.com/
https://bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/publications/open-access
https://www.degruyter.com/
https://lup.nl/
https://www.peterlang.com/
https://www.transcript-publishing.com/
https://uclpress.co.uk/
https://uolpress.co.uk/
https://uwestminsterpress.co.uk/
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Government and Legal Documents

Text of the Aliens Act of 1905 in 
The Public General Acts…of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Ireland [1905]

Vol. 5. Section 6. Bangladesh 
Refugees. Documents 986-
1099

• Records of legislative bodies 
(e.g. UK Parliament, the 
Senate and House of 
Representatives, Reichstag, 
etc.)

• Editions of Acts and Laws
• Diplomatic papers
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Source Anthologies
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Biographies and Memoirs
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Letters and Diaries
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Published Interviews and Oral Histories
• Although a 

comparatively new 
genre of source to our 
collections, the library 
is now actively 
collecting published 
interviews and oral 
histories.

• Titles like these offer 
another conduit to the 
voices that might 
otherwise not appear in 
published letters, 
memoirs and diaries.
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Testimony within Sources
‘…My name is Usef Asman, and my father has been over here 
twelve years now. He came here in the English army, I’ve heard him 
say, for he was in the 77th Bengal Native Infantry; but he wasn’t an 
Indian, but enlisted in the service and fought through the Sikh war, 
and was wounded. He hasn’t got a pension, for he sent his luggage 
through Paris to England, and he lost his writings. The East India 
Company only told him that he must wait until they heard from 
India, and that’s been going on for now six years…

Before father went into the army, he was an interpreter in Arabia. 
His father was a horse-dealer. My father can speak eight or nine 
different languages fluently, besides a little of others…’

Henry Mayhew. London Labour and the London Poor (1861), 
volume 3, page 186.
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Methodology and Historiography
• The library actively collects works about historiography 

which can be found throughout the collections in the 
IHR.

• These collections are rich in titles about specific 
historical research fields, research methodologies, 
schools of historical thought and philosophy and specific 
historians.

• In recent years, the remit of these collections have 
expanded to include subjects such as:
• Memory and Commemoration
• Nostalgia and Historical Amnesia
• Historical Portrayals in Literature, Film, Art, Music 

and Computer Games.
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The Catalogue
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Search Strategies and Resources
Other Search Resources
• Library Hub Discover
• WorldCat
• National Archives Catalogue

• Vary the types of search you do (e.g. keyword, 
subject, author, etc.)

• Consult bibliographies either in secondary 
works or stand-alone resources themselves 
such as the Bibliography of British and Irish 
History or a published or online bibliography on 
your research interest.

• Even articles about a subject can be incredibly 
useful, highlighting specific works, sections 
within unrelated works or useful library and 
archive collections…foot/endnotes are your 
friend!

• Search “broad” sources such as newspapers.

https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/
https://search.worldcat.org/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
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The Huguenot Diaspora
• The library has a growing number of titles 

about the Huguenot diaspora during the 17th 
and 18th century, in the forms already 
discussed (e.g. published memoirs, diaries 
and letter collections)

• These are spread over several of the library’s 
collections.

• Doing either a keyword or subject search 
with the term ‘Huguenot’ will produce a list 
of results.
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North African Communities in France
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Chinese Diasporas in Britain

• Sources on Chinese diasporas in Britain from 
the 19th century were discussed at a similar 
session held in 2022.

• Recordings of this session as well as 
transcripts can be found at 
https://www.history.ac.uk/whats/ihr-events-
archive/researching-imperial-and-
commonwealth-history 

https://www.history.ac.uk/whats/ihr-events-archive/researching-imperial-and-commonwealth-history
https://www.history.ac.uk/whats/ihr-events-archive/researching-imperial-and-commonwealth-history
https://www.history.ac.uk/whats/ihr-events-archive/researching-imperial-and-commonwealth-history
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…beyond the library
Seminars and Events

Training and Short Courses

Meet, 
Socialise and 
Relax

https://www.history.ac.uk/
https://www.history.ac.uk/search-events
https://www.history.ac.uk/study-training
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Contacts & Membership

• Library enquiry office, 1st floor
• Email ihr.library@sas.ac.uk
• Arrange a one-to-one help session (in-person or online)
• Membership is free to everyone. Just complete an online form to get a 

library card: https://www.history.ac.uk/library/library-membership/join
• Also on social media:

• Bluesky: ihrlibrary.bsky.social
• Facebook: ihrlib
• Instagram: ihrlibrary

mailto:ihr.library@sas.ac.uk
https://www.history.ac.uk/library/library-membership/join
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