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Introduction 

• Refugee/Asylum seeker/Migrant

• Legal definitions/protections

• All UK sources point Internationally...

o To make  sense of anything, you must make 
sense of the Convention and its protocols

oDoes the Convention itself make sense 
anymore?

https://www.gov.uk/claim-asylum/eligibility


International legal 
framework

• Convention Relating to the Status of 
Refugees (1951) 189 UNTS 137

• Protocol  Relating to the Status of 
Refugees (1967) 606 UNTS 267

• UN Treaty Collection

https://treaties.un.org/pages/Treaties.aspx?id=5&subid=A&clang=_en


Drafting history

• Lex Takkenberg & Christopher C. Tahbaz, The 
Collected Travaux Préparatoires of the 1951 Geneva 
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (1989)

• Paul Weis, The Refugees Convention, 1951: the 
Travaux Préparatoires Analysed, with a Commentary
(1995) - on Refworld

• UN Audio-Visual Library of International Law

• Legal Instruments | Refworld (UNHCR)

https://legal.un.org/avl/ha/prsr/prsr.html 

https://www.refworld.org/reference/research/unhcr/1990/en/100962
https://legal.un.org/avl/ha/prsr/prsr.html
https://legal.un.org/avl/intro/introduction.html?tab=2
https://legal.un.org/avl/ha/refugees.html
https://www.refworld.org/collections/legal-instruments
https://legal.un.org/avl/ha/prsr/prsr.html


Commentary 

• Nehemiah Robinson, Convention Relating to 
the Status of Refugees: its history, significance 
and contents (1952) - Hathi Trust

• UN Audiovisual Library of International Law

• IALS Library Catalogue 

• HeinOnline, Westlaw, Lexis

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.35112102877893
https://legal.un.org/avl/doctrine.html
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search~S6


Conclusion

• Inseparability of the Convention from the refugee
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