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Harry Price Library of Magical Literature

• The Library and archive 
cover a wide range of 
subjects on the paranormal, 
occult, magic and the 
unexplained.

• Many different formats: 
books, pamphlets, cuttings, 
scrapbooks, letters, 
manuscripts, photographs, 
transcripts.

• Includes 
Price’s correspondence and 
working papers, as well as 
material he collected.

HPG/1/12/2

HPF/3A/18

https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search~S1/?searchtype=m&searcharg=h.p.l.
https://archives.libraries.london.ac.uk/Details/archive/110007211
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Early Printed Books
A black and white drawing of a dragon riding a broom

Description automatically generated

An open book with text on it

Description automatically generated

• Early Books: books from 

1480s to c.1800

• Treatises, philosophical and 

religious tracts on magic, 

witchcraft, astrology, 

demonology

• Accounts of witchcraft trials

• Sceptical works and 

rationalist responses

• 18th century works on popular 

magic and astrology

https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b3062667~S1
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b3063030~S1
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b2020510~S1
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Modern Magic

• Studies, texts and histories 

on magic and witchcraft from 

the 19th and 20th century 

including modern paganism 

and wicca

• Works on associated areas 

such as spiritualism, the 

occult revival and theosophy

• Magic in the popular press

• Current acquisitions include 

works on contemporary 

practice and zines and other 

small press publications

Born of Blood and Fire: On the Origins, Evolution, History and Practices of the Haitian Petwo Rite

https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b4438200~S1
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b4433745~S1
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Stage Magic

A drawing of a person at a table

Description automatically generated

A red and black book with gold text

Description automatically generated

A book cover with a cartoon character

Description automatically generated

• Magic tricks, legerdemain 

and stage illusions

• Books from the 16th to 

20th century

• Manuals of magic, 

histories, biographies of 

magicians

• Find out more here: 

https://archive.senatehous

elibrary.ac.uk/staging-

magic/index.html 

https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b2014230~S1
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b2010493~S1
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b1918519~S1
https://archive.senatehouselibrary.ac.uk/staging-magic/index.html
https://archive.senatehouselibrary.ac.uk/staging-magic/index.html
https://archive.senatehouselibrary.ac.uk/staging-magic/index.html
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A Little White Magic: Exploring the Harry 
Price Collection

• The Brocken Experiment: a recreation 
of a ritual from a c.1500 ‘High 
German Black Book’

• Held on the Brocken peak in June 
1932 for the Goethe centenary, a 
place with long associations with 
witchcraft.

• The stated aim was to ‘emphasize 
the absolute futility of Black Magic 
ritual’

• The collection includes photographs, 
Price’s manuscript translation of the 
Bloskberg Tryst, extensive press 
cuttings, letters and film…

HPG/1/12/1 (vii)
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Press cuttings from cuttings books vol. 

10-14 HPF/3A/10-14
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‘a distinct danger exists lest in the 

mind of the masses who read the 

press reports, the vagaries of 

medieval witchcraft may be 

regarded as synonymous with true 

occultism’

‘There are some 

experiments not worth 

performing…’

‘The true object in this, as 

in many similar 

experiments, is without 

doubt, a tryst with the 

devil in person’

Press cuttings from cuttings books 

vol. 10-14 HPF/3A/10-14
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‘…it has at least 

achieved the object of 

giving a little publicity to 

a very deserving 

mountain…But it is clear 

that the witches have 

now vanished. Perhaps 

they were frightened 

away by the great Nazi 

demonstration in Bad 

Harzburg last year.’
Press cuttings from cuttings books vol. 10-14 

HPF/3A/10-14

Brocken Hotel Medal HPI/6/3/13
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E-Resources

• Victorian Popular Culture, 
Spiritualism, Sensation and 
Magic: material from the Harry 
Price Library and other 
repositories

• Early printed books via Early 
English Books Online, Eighteenth 
Century Collections Online and 
Early European Books

• Open Access: IAPSOP Spiritualist 
and Occult Periodicals and more

http://iapsop.com/
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Archives: Other Collections

• MS912: Collection of research 
material, index cards and 
correspondence collected by Eric 
Dingwall. Most of the collection is 
scrapbooks compiled by Dingwall 
covering a wide range of subjects

• MS1005: Harold Frost Scrapbooks

• MS982: Florence Farr papers

• MS1224: Edinburgh Séances

• More collections can be found in 
our Archive Subject Guide 
://www.london.ac.uk/senate-house-
library/our-collections/special-
collections/archives-manuscripts/subject-
guides-to-archives#psychic-investigations-
magic-and-the-paranormal

MS982/G/4

https://archives.libraries.london.ac.uk/Details/archive/110007218
https://archives.libraries.london.ac.uk/Details/archive/110016690
https://archives.libraries.london.ac.uk/Details/archive/110007218
https://archives.libraries.london.ac.uk/Details/archive/110007228
https://archives.libraries.london.ac.uk/Details/archive/110051621
https://www.london.ac.uk/senate-house-library/our-collections/special-collections/archives-manuscripts/subject-guides-to-archives#psychic-investigations-magic-and-the-paranormal  https


A book cover with a painting of a green goddess

Description automatically generated

Modern Collections

• More books are available in the 
Library’s Modern Collections and 
e-book collections

• Find printed books in: 
• The New Acquisitions section, 

periodicals room, 4th 
floor, classmark BF1

• Sociology and Anthropology 7th 
floor, classmark KIE

• Also: History and English Literature 
(5th floor)

• E-books can be found on the 
Library catalogue and on our 
main e-book platform: Ebook 
Central

A book cover with orange and yellow text

Description automatically generated

A book cover with a drawing of a pot

Description automatically generated
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https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b4514795~S1
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search~S1/
http://0-ebookcentral.proquest.com.catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/lib/ulondon/home.action
http://0-ebookcentral.proquest.com.catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/lib/ulondon/home.action
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b4437289~S1
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b4116307~S1


Accessing and Using the Collections

• Start from the Library or Archive catalogue

• https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search~S1/

• Archives and Special Collections books can only be used in the 
Special Collections Reading Room 

• Request Special Collections items 48 hours in advance via the 
catalogue

• Some material may be closed, but the majority can be 
accessed

• E-resources and E-books can be accessed onsite via the 
Library Wi-Fi network

london.ac.uk/senate-house-librarylondon.ac.uk/senate-house-library

https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search~S1/


Contact us

Research Strength page

Tansy Barton- Subject Librarian: 

tansy.barton@london.ac.uk

Special Collections, to book a space 

or request material: 

shl.specialcollections@london.ac.uk

london.ac.uk/senate-house-library
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https://www.london.ac.uk/about/services/senate-house-library/collections/research-strengths-collections/paranormal-occult-magical
mailto:tansy.barton@london.ac.uk
mailto:shl.specialcollections@london.ac.uk
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