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Belfast Blitz: the city in the war years, by Brian Barton.
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LItICOLN AVENUE
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Clifton, N. Belfast
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Belfast Street Directory 1940 Belfast Street Directory 1941
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Librarian’s Report

0

Gentlemen,

The past year has been a difficult one with regard to the:
supply of books and binding. Paper restriction and labour
shortage still persist and consequently it has often been
impossible to obtain sufficient copies of certain books to meet
the demand. Rebinding has been restricted by reason of
shortage of material and labour, and only a comparatively
few volumes have been rebound. There are now several
thousand volumes stored away for binding when opportunity
occurs. This shortage of books has been cumulative during
the past few years and the efficiency of the library has suffered
accordingly, for fewer books are now available than would be
under normal conditions and the resulting increase in wear
has left its mark upon our stock of books generally.

In the Lending Library the total of books issued shows
a decrease of 17,347 when compared with that for the previous
year. The year 1944, however, was a record year in respect
of book issues, the increase then being 41,954. The decrease
for the current year is no doubt largely due to the reduction
in membership, fewer working days, and the end of the
blackout. .

The Reference Library continues to be popular with our
Members and Subscribers. After five years absence on war
duties, our Sub-Librarian, Mr. J. H. M. Woods, has returned
and taken up his duties as head of this department. His.
experience and wide knowledge will greatly add to its im-
portance.

Other features of library work have received due atten-
tion. Books reserved totalled 11,142 and the number of
cards sent for the return of overdue books was 2,808. There
has been a slight improvement in the return of books within
the time allowed for reading but much can be done to improve
matters in this direction. The circulation of books can only
be greatly increased if readers will see that their books are
returned promptly.

In this year, when peace has once more come to us, it i§
fitting that I should acknowledge my indebtedness to Misg
Sutherland and the rest of the Staff for their loyal co-operation
and attention to duty during periods of strain and stress in
the past war years. To Mr. Woods I extend a hearty welcome
on his safe return and a sincere appreciation for his help and

friendship.
F F. ]J. P. BURGOYNE, Librarian.

The past year has been a difficult one with regard to the:
supply of books and binding. Paper restriction and labour
shortage still persist and consequently it has often been
impossible to obtain sufficient copies of certain books to meet
the demand. Rebinding has been restricted by reason of
shortage of material and labour, and only a comparatively
few volumes have been rebound. There are now several
thousand volumes stored away for binding when opportunity
occurs, This shortage of books has been cumulative during
the past few years and the efficiency of the library has suffered
accordingly, for fewer books are now available than would be
under normal conditions and the resulting increase in wear
has left its mark upon our stock of books generally.

The Reference Library continues to be popular with our
Members and Subscribers. After five years absence on war
duties, our Sub-Librarian, Mr. J. H. M. Woods, has returned
and taken up his duties as head of this department. His.
experience and wide knowledge will greatly add to its im-
portance.

Linen Hall Library, Annual Report 1945
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