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Mapledurham is a secluded and thinly settled rural parish between Whitchurch and 

Caversham, facing Reading’s north-western suburbs across the Thames in Berkshire. 

Landownership was long dominated by the Catholic Blount family, whose descendants the 

Eystons still owned most of the parish in 2017. The Blounts’ large Jacobean manor house 

(Mapledurham House) lies by the river in the south-west, and with the neighbouring church 

and mill forms the core of Mapledurham ‘village’, a small and isolated hamlet described as 

still ‘feudal in spirit’ in the 1970s.1 Outlying hamlets in the north and east included Nuney 

Green, Tinkers Green, and the larger Chazey Heath on the Reading–Oxford road, while 

isolated houses and farmsteads are scattered throughout the parish, amongst them several 

medieval cruck-framed buildings depicted on an estate map of 1587.2 Suburban overflow 

from Caversham is concentrated in the far south-east, in an area transferred to Reading 

borough in the late 20th century.3  

 

 

 

 

                                                             
1
 Pevsner, Oxon. 693. 

2
 Mapledurham Map (1587). 

3
 Below, this section (boundaries; settlement).  

A signpost to the parish’s 

scattered settlements 

(crossroads at Trench 

Green). 
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Parish Boundaries and Landscape 

 

The near-rectangular parish extends north from the River Thames to just south of Cane End 

in the Chiltern foothills, and in 1878 measured 3,068 acres.4 Transfer of its south-eastern 

edge to Reading in 1977 left it with 2,797 a. (1,132 ha.) in 2017.5 From the Middle Ages the 

southern boundary followed that of the shire, running mostly along the river’s Berkshire 

bank.6 The western boundary mainly followed field and woodland boundaries, and then a 

minor road through the woods to Nuney Green; the southern stretch, separating 

Mapledurham from Whitchurch, was probably established before c.1012, and is marked by a 

large bank.7 The northern boundary followed the sinuous valley bottom through Green Dean 

Wood to Bardolph’s Wood, partly along stretches of road, while on the east the boundary 

followed fields back to the Thames. The parish’s two medieval manors lay in different 

hundreds, Mapledurham Gurney (in the west) in Binfield hundred, and Mapledurham Chazey 

in Langtree.8 Since they almost certainly originated as a single estate the Chazey manor 

was presumably transferred to Langtree hundred at or soon after the manor’s creation some 

time before 1066.9 

 

 

 

The parish is unequally divided between two landscape zones which typify this part 

of the Chiltern dip slope.10 The southern third comprises a flat riverside area lying at c.40 m., 

which from the Middle Ages supported meadowland, pasture, and open fields. The rest 

contains more undulating terrain, rising to c.115 m., and characterised chiefly by inclosures, 

woods, and commons. The latter include Chazey heath in the north-east, which in the 18th 

                                                             
4
 OS Area Bk (1878); cf. OHC, tithe award (estimating 2,879 a.).  

5
 Census, 2001; below, local govt.  

6
 A.H. Cooke, The Early History of Mapledurham (ORS 7, 1925), 25; Mapledurham Map (1587); 

Mapledurham Archive, C156 (1830 perambulation); OS Map 1:25000, sheet 171 (1999 edn). 
7
 Below, Whitchurch, boundaries; SOAG Bulletin 52 (1997), 21–2.  

8
 Davis, Oxon. Map (1797). 

9
 Cooke, Early History, 3–4, including comment from H.E. Salter; below, manors. 

10
 Below, Shiplake, geology and landscape; D. Roden, ‘Field Systems of the Chiltern Hills and their 

Environs’, in A.R.H. Baker and R.A. Butlin (eds), Studies of Field Systems in the British Isles (1973), 
338. 

Mapledurham parish 

(centre) in 1850. Source: K. 

Tiller and G. Darkes (eds), An 

Historical Atlas of 

Oxfordshire (ORS 67, 2010). 
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century was intermittently cultivated as an irregular open field. Near the river the chalk 

bedrock is partly capped by gravels, alluvium and silt, while further north superficial deposits 

include gravels, clays, and sands.11 Woodland has long been concentrated on the steeper 

slopes and plateaux, as with Park Wood north-east of Mapledurham House, which by the 

13th century was inclosed within a deer park. As in neighbouring parishes, the distinction 

between the two landscapes was reflected in medieval references to land lying either above 

or beneath ‘the down’.12 The boundary between them is now marked by a bridleway between 

Hardwick House (in Whitchurch) and Chazey Court Farm, site of the now demolished 

medieval Chazey manor house.13 Surface water is restricted to the Thames-side area and 

Noke End, though in the 16th century a spring-fed stream ran down the eastern side of Park 

Wood.14 

 

Communications 

 

Road and River  

The parish’s eastern edge is crossed north–south by the Oxford road (now the A 4074), 

which joins the Reading–Henley road in Caversham. The route was in use during the Middle 

Ages, and runs parallel to the traditional course of the Chiltern ridgeway.15 Roman 

settlement near Blagrave Farm also suggests the early presence of a well-defined road or 

track.16 South of Chazey Heath, an early branch road leads north-west to Goring via Trench 

Green.17 Much of the parish, however, including Mapledurham village, is now relatively 

inaccessible, the village itself approached down a long and winding lane which terminates by 

the church.18 

In the Middle Ages the village lay next to a route from Crowmarsh to Caversham 

bridge known as the Tuddingway, which is apparently marked in Mapledurham by stretches 

of bridleway between Hardwick (in Whitchurch) and Chazey Court Farm.19 The route may be 

that described as the Whitchurch road in 1225,20 and in 1635 a way to the mill at the south-

                                                             
11

 Geol. Surv. Map 1:50000 (solid and drift), sheet 268 (2000 edn). 
12

 Cooke, Early History, 48, 66; M.H. Long, 'A History of the Manors of Mapledurham Gurney and 
Mapledurham Chazey with Special Reference to the Management of the Estate in the Eighteenth 
Century', Oxford Univ. B.Litt. thesis (1953), copy in OHC, 69; above, overview. 
13

 Below (communications); manors (manor houses). 
14

 Mapledurham Map (1587). 
15

 Oxon. Atlas, p. 51; Grundy, Saxon Oxon. 104. For minor rerouting around the Packhorse pub: TNA, 
MT 78/143/9 (1957). 
16

 Below (settlement). 
17

 Mapledurham Map (1587). 
18

 OS Map 1:25000, sheet 171 (1999 edn). For the inaccessibility of the village and controls on motor 
traffic by the estate: Reading Mercury, 5 Jan. 1952. 
19

 P. Preece, ‘The Tuddingway, an Ancient Road’, Oxfordshire Local History, 8:1 (2006), 3–10. 
20

 Eton College Archive, ECR 48/1. 
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western end of the village was said to continue to Whitchurch.21 In 1479 local jurors 

nevertheless stated that carts (but not packhorses) were prohibited on the section between 

Hardwick and Sheepcote Lane (the road down to the village from Trench Green),22 and in 

the 19th century that same stretch was a private road.23 A map of 1587 suggests at best a 

minor route comprising stretches of lane and field track, which turned north by Gravel Hill up 

Blagrave Lane.24 A private drive called The Warren was laid out by Sir Richard Blount in the 

early 17th century at the route’s eastern end, giving more direct access to Reading,25 and at 

the end of the 19th century was developed for housing.26 

Many of the parish’s internal lanes, bridleways and footpaths existed by 1587 and are 

almost certainly of medieval origin.27 Sheepcote Lane was mentioned in 1375,28 other 

named medieval roads including Long Lane (probably the present Pond Lane), Hollow Lane 

(connecting the Tuddingway and Pond Lane), and Cryps Lane.29 Jacksons Lane, the road 

between Huntley Wood and Cross Lanes, and the footpath running south from Whittles Farm 

all run past surviving late-medieval houses, while two ancient hollow ways survive near Noke 

End.30 That leading from Pond Lane towards Pithouse (via Broadstreet Shaw) remained in 

use until the mid 19th century.31 

 

                                                             
21

 OHC, MS Archd. Oxon. b 41, f. 30. 
22

 Cooke, Early History, 55–6, 115. 
23

 OHC, E1/10/21D/25. 
24

 Mapledurham Map (1587). 
25

 Eton College Archive, ECR 48/284; Cooke, Early History, 115; Bryant, Oxon. Map (1824).  
26

 Below, settlement; buildings. For The Warren’s picturesque qualities: M.R. Mitford, Recollections of 
a Literary Life (1857 edn), II, 4–5. 
27

 Mapledurham Map (1587). 
28

 Mapledurham Archive, C1/8 (‘Shipcott lane’); Cooke, Early History, 205. 
29

 Cooke, Early History, 50; PN Oxon. I, 61–2. 
30

 HE Pastscape, mon. no. 1234568; SOAG Bulletin 52 (1996), 6–7. 
31

 OHC, tithe map; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LVI.10 (1878 edn). 

The parish’s network 

of roads as shown by 

Richard Davis in 1797. 

The Reading road runs 

down the east (right 

hand) side. 
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 By the 13th century the main local bridge for those travelling overland to Berkshire 

was at neighbouring Caversham.32 A bridge over marshy ground in Purley on the Berkshire 

bank, mentioned in the 14th century, was apparently a minor structure designed to give 

Purley’s inhabitants access to Mapledurham mill.33 A ferry to Purley existed by the 18th 

century and probably much earlier, and a double ferry was established in 1794, one crossing 

to Purley church and the other to the Roebuck Inn.34 Both crossings remained in use in the 

1930s but had gone by the 1960s.35 

 The River Thames formed a long-distance transport route by the Middle Ages and, 

though locks and other barriers made navigation increasingly difficult,36 in the 16th century 

and possibly earlier goods were transported by river from Mapledurham to London.37 A wharf 

by the mill was mentioned from the 17th to 19th centuries.38 A weir or flash lock at the mill 

existed probably by the 11th century and certainly by the 14th,39 and in 1632 comprised 

‘three faulty and untoward weares’. Some years later a Henley bargeman drowned using it,40 

and in 1723 there was a winch there for pulling boats upstream.41 The flashlock was 

replaced in 1777 by a pound lock, which acquired a lock house in 1816 and was rebuilt in 

1908.42 Downriver at Chazey, a medieval fish weir called ‘Lawardislock’ in 148643 survived 

as the ‘old weir’ in the 1580s.44 

 

Carriers and Post  

The parish lacked a regular carrier, inhabitants presumably using those based in 

neighbouring parishes.45 No public transport was established to Mapledurham village, but a 

regular Oxford–Reading bus service stopped at Chazey Heath in 2016, and in the later 20th 

                                                             
32

 Above, Caversham (comms). 
33

 Cooke, Early History, 24–5; Mapledurham Archive, C2/18, f. 32v. (mentioning bridge of 
‘Lodemerssh’ (Purley) and lane to Mapledurham mill). Goring Charters, II, index wrongly identifies 
‘Mapuldreybrygg' (1406) with Mapledurham (p. 208). 
34

 Thacker, Thames Highway, II, 225–7. Depicted on a map of 1816 (Mapledurham Archive, A22). 
35

 OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LVI.9, 13 (1934 and 1967 edns). 
36

 R.B. Peberdy, ‘Navigation on the River Thames between London and Oxford in the Late Middle 
Ages: A Reconsideration’, Oxoniensia, 61 (1996), 314–5. 
37

 M. Prior, ‘The Accounts of Thomas West of Wallingford, A Sixteenth-Century Trader on the 
Thames’, Oxoniensia, 46 (1981), 87, 88. 
38

 e.g. Mapledurham Archive, C6/10; C8/31; C74/45; C18/8; Eton College Archive, ECR 48/102. 
39

 Cooke, Early History, 38; Peberdy, ‘Navigation on the River Thames’, 336. 
40

 Cooke, Early History, 40; OHC, par. reg. transcript (1647). For the loss of a barge at Mapledurham: 
Cal SP Dom. 1636–7, 424. 
41

 Mapledurham Archive, A20. 
42

 Thacker, Thames Highway, II, 221–5; D. Forde, ‘Paddle and Rymer Weirs on the Thames’, OA 
report (2010), 7–8; Berks RO, D/EX1638/71. 
43

 Mapledurham Archive, C1/25 
44

 Cooke, Early History, 24–5, 38–40, 66–7; below, econ. hist. (mills, crafts and retailing). 
45

 Ric. Horne was described as a ‘carrier’ in 1695 (OHC, MS Wills Oxon 167/3/46), but none are 
known subsequently. 
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century a now discontinued service to Goring Heath included a stop at Trench Green. A sub-

post office was opened in a newly built house (or ‘lodge’) at the village street’s northern end 

in the later 1890s,46 and continued there until 1979.47 A second sub-post office at 30 

Woodcote Way, on the edge of Caversham Heights, was established in the 1930s, and 

moved to a nearby shop in 2016.48  

 

Population 

 

In 1086 Mapledurham Gurney’s recorded population comprised 24 tenants and two slaves, 

and Chazey’s 12 tenants and one slave,49 suggesting a combined population of at least 180. 

Mapledurham Gurney remained the larger estate thereafter: in 1255 Mapledurham Chazey 

was described as ‘little Mapledurham’, and in 1279 it had just 15 tenants compared with 

Gurney’s 66 in 1343.50 An early 14th-century population of at least 350 seems likely, and in 

1377 (after the Black Death) 69 people aged over 14 were taxed in Mapledurham Gurney, 

and 32 in Mapledurham Chazey,51 implying an overall population of c.180–220. During the 

15th century numbers may have fallen, with 38 tenants recorded on the Gurney manor in 

1397, 36 in 1420, and 21 in 1491,52 when 6 ruinous tenements were mentioned. In 1525 

there were 34 taxpayers in Mapledurham Gurney and 11 in Mapledurham Chazey,53 while 

an estate map of 1587 (covering almost the entire parish) lists 45 holdings and shows a 

similar number of houses, implying little growth and a population probably not much higher 

than 200.54 

 During the 17th and 18th centuries baptisms generally outstripped burials, though 

there was much short-term variation. Consumption and small pox contributed to periodic 

high death rates, as in the 1640s when disease may have been spread by soldiers stationed 

at Mapledurham House.55 In 1662 hearth tax was assessed on 27 houses at Mapledurham 

Gurney and 16 at Mapledurham Chazey,56 but others were probably omitted, and in 1676 

there were said to be 194 adults in all.57 A population of c.360 has been suggested, based 

                                                             
46

 Smith’s Reading Dir. (1897); OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LVI.9 (1899 and 1912 edns). For an earlier 
post office, Lascelles’ Dir. Oxon. (1853 edn); PO Dir. Oxon. (1854 edn). 
47

 Caversham Bridge, June 1993. 
48

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1939); The Reading Chronicle, 16 Feb. 2016.  
49

 VCH Oxon. I, 411, 418. 
50

 Rot. Hund. II, 42, 778; Mapledurham Archive, C1/6; Cooke, Early History, 26–7. 
51 

Poll Taxes 1377–81, ed. Fenwick, II, 295. 
52 

Mapledurham Archive, C3/1, 3, and unlisted court of 14 April 1491. 
53 

TNA, E 179/161/201, rots 3, 4d. 
54 

Mapledurham Map (1587); Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 138. 
55 

OHC, par. reg. transcript (burials of 5 Jan. 1642 and 14 Dec. 1644); below, social hist. 
56

 TNA, E 179/255/4, mm. 123, 188; E 179/164/504, rots 4, 8d. 
57

 Compton Census, ed. Whiteman, 359. 
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on family reconstructions.58 Numbers probably grew in the last quarter of the 17th century 

when family size increased, but fell back in the early 18th due to low marriage rates (in the 

1690s), and high death rates in 1709–12.59 In 1729 the vicar gave a head-count of 363,60 

while in 1751 the population was reckoned at 300 comprising 64 families.61 In the early 

1770s the number of houses was estimated at 70–80, and of families more than 90.62 

 The population changed relatively little during the 19th century, with numbers rising 

from 452 (104 families) in 1801 to 536 in 1831, but falling to 422 by 1881, presumably 

through emigration. By contrast, the 20th century saw substantial growth especially from the 

1930s, almost solely as a result of development in the far south-east associated with 

Caversham. The population of 706 in 1931 increased to 1,366 in 1951 and to 2,210 in 1971, 

falling sharply after the absorption of the parish’s south-eastern part into Reading borough in 

1977 to just 317 in 2011.63 

 

Settlement  

 

The parish’s small clusters of houses and isolated farmsteads are characteristic of much of 

the wood-pasture landscape of the south Chilterns. The church and adjacent manor house, 

at the bottom of a narrow valley winding down to the river, are associated with a small group 

of additional houses including an early 17th-century almshouse complex, while in the centre 

and north of the parish are several small green-side settlements and the now deserted 

hamlet of Noke End. Many elements of the pattern are medieval in origin, as demonstrated 

by the survival of several 14th- and 15th-century houses and the evidence of a detailed 

estate map of 1587. Notable post-medieval developments included the establishment of 

farmsteads at Park Farm and New Farm, and the growth of settlement at Chazey Heath in 

the north-east. In the far south-east The Warren and Upper Warren Avenue were built up 

with large detached houses for affluent late Victorian residents, and surrounding streets 

continued to be infilled into the late 20th century.  

 

Prehistoric to Anglo-Saxon 

Prehistoric activity is well attested. In the east archaeology has identified numerous struck 

flints and other finds: chiefly late Neolithic to late Bronze-Age material from fields east of 

                                                             
58

 D.M. McLaren, ‘Stuart Caversham: A Thames-side Community in Oxfordshire during the 
Seventeenth Century’ (unpub. Reading Univ. PhD thesis, 1975), I, 170–1. 
59

 Ibid. 172, 245–7; D. McLaren, ‘Fertility, Infant Mortality, and Breast Feeding in the Seventeenth 
Century’, Medical History, 22:4 (1978), 387, 391–4. 
60

 Secker’s Visit. 99. An estimate of 430 in 1738 was probably too high (ibid.). 
61

 Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 198. 
62

 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 562, f. 109; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 565, f. 1. 
63

 Census, 1801–2011. 
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Chazey Heath, and a middle Bronze-Age cremation burial.64 Further south, straddling 

Jacksons Lane, there is evidence for middle or later Bronze-Age occupation sites,65 while 

excavation close to a former channel of the Thames at Chazey Court Farm revealed 

Mesolithic to Bronze-Age flints and Neolithic features, one of which contained pieces of a 

human skull.66 Some 500 m. to the south-west a series of cropmarks indicate a barrow 

cemetery,67 and in the far south-east a garden backing on to Mapledurham Playing Fields 

yielded Palaeolithic and later flints and at least two hammer stones.68 Iron-Age activity is 

represented by pits containing early to middle Iron-Age pottery in a field west of Pond 

Lane,69 and by a later Iron-Age settlement south of Blagrave Farm, which continued to be 

occupied until the mid 2nd century.70 Part of a substantial Roman building, probably a villa, 

was uncovered in the 1930s in a garden on the Upper Woodcote Road, opposite Blagrave 

Farm,71 and 3rd- and 4th-century coins have been found nearby.72 A rectilinear inclosure, hut 

circle and pits between New Farm and the river may be prehistoric or Roman.73 

Anglo-Saxon activity in the parish is poorly understood. A single worn sherd of 

organic-tempered pottery of probably 5th- to 8th-century date was found at Chazey Court 

Farm,74 and Anglo-Saxon weapons have been dredged from the Thames.75 Small-scale 

early Anglo-Saxon settlement may have been concentrated on the more easily worked soils 

near the river, with the wood-pasture upland used mainly for grazing.76 The place-name 

(‘homestead by the maple tree’), recorded in 1086,77 suggests occupation of a relatively 

open landscape, while the field name ‘Thropfilde’ may indicate a minor Anglo-Saxon 

settlement near Sheepcote Lane.78 Before 1086 two manorial sites were established in the 

                                                             
64

 S. Ford, ‘Mapledurham Golf Course, South Oxfordshire’ (unpublished TVAS report, 1991). 
65

 Idem, ‘Mapledurham, South Golf Course, South Oxfordshire’ (unpublished TVAS report, Jan. 1998); 
G. Hull and S. Ford, ‘Caversham Heath Golf Course…Archaeological Investigation’ (unpublished 
TVAS report, June 1998); HER, PRNs 16095–16099. 
66

 B.M. Ford and S. Leech, ‘Excavations of a Medieval Manorial Complex at Chazey Court Farm: An 
Interim Note’, Oxoniensia 82 (2017), 368. 
67

 HE Pastscape, mon. nos 241272, 241541; T. Gates, The Middle Thames Valley: An Archaeological 
Survey of the River Gravels (1975), 30. A cropmark between Nos 1 and 2 New Farm Cottages may 
represent a further barrow: info. from Dan Miles. 
68

 SOAG Bulletin 61 (2006), 12–13. For a hammer stone from Bottom Farm: HER, PRN 1967. 
69

 HER, PRN 28560; ‘Anaerobic Digestion Plant, Park Farm, Mapledurham’ (unpublished Cotswold 
Archaeol. Report, 2015). For a possibly contemporary or Roman field system nearby: HE Pastscape, 
mon. no. 1234568. 
70

 HER, PRNs 15341, 15342; G. Hull, ‘Caversham Heath Golf Course…Archaeological Evaluation’ 
(unpublished TVAS report, May 1998), incl. fig. 2. 
71

 HER, PRN 1998; Berks. Archaeol. Jnl, XXXVIII (1934), 95–6. 
72

 Berks. Archaeol. Jnl, XXXIX (1935), 201; VCH Oxon. I, 340. 
73

 HE Pastscape, mon. no. 241271; Gates, The Middle Thames Valley, 30. 
74

 S. Leach and T. Haines, ‘Chazey Court Farm, Caversham, Berkshire’ (unpublished Oxford 
Archaeol. Report, 2009). 
75

 HER, PRNs 26235, 26240. 
76

 For devpt of Anglo-Saxon settlement in the area generally: VCH Oxon. XVI, 7–8; XVIII, 8. 
77

 PN Oxon. I, 59–60 (Mapeldreham).  
78

 Mapledurham Archive, C1/8 (1375). 
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south of the parish, the larger almost certainly at Mapledurham House (next to the church), 

and the smaller at Chazey Court Farm. Each was probably also associated with some tenant 

housing, though by the late Anglo-Saxon period settlement may have been quite widely 

scattered, and perhaps already included homesteads in the north.79 

 

Medieval to 18th Century 

Medieval settlement in Mapledurham appears to have been highly dispersed. The small 

settlement by the church continued,80 but there is no indication that any substantial village 

developed, and by 1587 (and perhaps considerably earlier) Chazey Court Farm stood in 

isolation. Colonisation of the parish’s northern part may have been partly driven by land 

grants to freeholders:81 in 1279 the bynames of some Chazey free tenants (notably ‘de la 

Legh’ and ‘de la Dene’) suggest that they lived beyond the parish’s flat and open southern 

part,82 while the Hodmore family, who gave their name to Hodmore Farm, were mentioned in 

1316,83 and Mill Farm near Blackwell Copse has been tree-ring dated to the 1330s.84 The 

creation of a deer park by the Gurneys led apparently to the establishment of a moated 

lodge on the eastern edge of Park Wood, and by then isolated dwellings and small clusters 

of homesteads were probably located along the many lanes which connected the parish’s 

scattered agricultural resources.85 

 

                                                             
79

 Below, econ. hist. 
80

 The Bothy, on the east side of the street, includes re-used medieval timbers: info. from Dan Miles. 
81

 Below, manors; social hist. 
82

 Rot. Hund. II, 778–9. 
83

 TNA, E 179/161/8, rot. 7, m. 1d. 
84

 VA 21 (1990), 47. 
85

 HER, PRN 4064; CBA Group 9 Newsletter, 1 (1971), 25; 2 (1972), 21; SOAG Bulletin 63 (2009), 
54–6. 

Mill Farm (‘G’ on the left) as 

shown on an estate map of 

1587. Photo by Dan Miles; 

copyright the Mapledurham 

1997 Trust. Permission to 

reproduce kindly given by 

Mr J.J. Eyston. 
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 Several 15th-century houses survive, their wide distribution and isolated locations 

probably reflecting a long-established pattern of settlement.86 Whittles Farm (dendro-dated 

to 1413) lies south of Nuney Wood, and Pithouse (1455) south-east of Trench Green, while 

Three Chimneys (1458, formerly Pages Farm) lies in the south-east on Jackson’s Lane.87 

Hodmore Farm Cottage, in the north, was built c.1608 partly from re-used late 15th-century 

timbers,88 taken probably from a nearby structure, and Lilley Farm likewise includes re-used 

medieval materials.89 As in other periods settlement was probably fluid, and the period after 

the Black Death witnessed some retraction.90 An excavation next to Jackson’s Lane c.600 

m. north-east of Chazey Court Farm revealed pits, postholes and other features associated 

probably with a farmstead abandoned in the 15th century or shortly afterwards,91 while gaps 

along the village street may similarly reflect homestead abandonment in the late Middle 

Ages. 

The 1587 estate map confirms that houses were scattered across the parish.92 The 

village itself comprised the church, manor house, vicarage house, mill, and a small group of 

dwellings93 ranged along what was then called ‘the street’ or ‘Mapledurham street’,94 while 

elsewhere there were little clusters of houses near Blagrave’s Farm, at Noke End green, and 

at Lane’s green, south-east of Chazey Heath.95 Other houses apparently stood alone (as at 

Tinkers green) or in pairs, including two a little way from Trench green. A single cottage was 

depicted at Nuney green, but none at Chazey heath. The moated park lodge continued in 

use into the 17th century, as indicated by pottery finds,96 while subsequent changes included 

the construction of Park and New Farms in areas of former common field,97 the former 

probably at the beginning of the 17th century, and the latter a few decades later.98 Further 

new building included cottages at Chazey heath and Nuney green, where there were 

respectively 10 or 12 and 5 houses by the 1720s.99 The modest population increase of the 

later 18th century had little effect on the overall settlement pattern.100 

                                                             
86

 For their dates: below, buildings. 
87

 VA 35 (2004), 99; 24 (1993), 54; 23 (1992), 49. 
88

 VA 37 (2006), 126. 
89

 Info. from Dan Miles. 
90

 Above, population. 
91

 HER, PRN 16100; Hull, ‘Caversham Heath Golf Course’. 
92

 Mapledurham Map (1587). 
93

 Mapledurham Archive, A20 (1723 map). 
94

 e.g. Mapledurham Archive, C5/20 (1691); C10/5 (newly built cottage, 1736).  
95

 In 1589 Thos. Horne was described as of ‘Long Cross’, apparently at Lane’s green: OHC, MS Wills 
Oxon. 29/2/9; tithe award, no. 168; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LVI.6 (1878 edn), no. 165 (Longcross 
Shaw).  
96

 CBA Group 9 Newsletter, 2 (1972), 21. Estate maps of 1722 and 1816 show the site without a 
building. 
97

 Below, econ. hist. 
98

 NHL, nos 1285658 and 1368979; below, econ. hist. 
99

 Mapledurham Archive, A19–20. 
100

 Above, popn; Davis, Oxon. Map (1797). 
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Nineteenth-Century and Later  

Early 19th-century settlement remained widely dispersed, including numerous isolated 

farmsteads.101 The village comprised the almshouse and nine other houses in 1802,102 while 

Chazey heath had a dozen houses along the Reading road, and Nuney green and Tinker’s 

green half a dozen each. Significant development began c.1900 in the far south-east of the 

parish, where Upper Warren Avenue was laid out on land purchased from John Darell-

Blount by Joseph Fidler (a Reading businessman), Edwin Jesse, and Charles Hewett (a 

local solicitor).103 That and The Warren became exclusive suburbs of Caversham, attracting 

businessmen and other affluent residents,104 while Upper Woodcote Road was built up from 

the 1920s with detached houses and bungalows, and Chazey Road and (later) Hewett 

Avenue with mainly smaller detached houses. Semi-detached houses on Woodcote Way 

and surrounding streets followed after the Second World War.105 Several houses on the 

main road at Chazey Heath were replaced in the mid 20th century, while development along 

nearby Rokeby Drive mostly took the form of council houses.106 Four cottages at Noke End 

disappeared by the mid 1960s.107 

                                                             
101

 Mapledurham Archive, A22 (1816 estate map). 
102

 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 567, f. 1. Cf. OHC, tithe award and map. 
103

 Berks RO, D/EX1942/4/3/1; D/EX1942/4/3/6/1-2; D/EX1942/4/3/8; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LVI.14 
(1899 and later edns); OHC, OHC, DV XII/33; E307/D/21; Reading Mercury, 15 Aug. 1896; 24 March 
1900. For Fidler: D. Phillips, The Story of Reading (1999 edn), 142. 
104

 OHC, E307/D/21; below, buildings; social hist; Caversham. 
105

 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LVI.10 (1934 and later edns); OHC, RDC6/3/Y2 (building plans, 1896–
1931). 
106

 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LVI.6 (1934 and later edns); Berks RO, CPC162B/1/2, p. 207 (council 
houses, 1947). For earlier council houses: CPC162B/1/1, pp. 140, 147. 
107

 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LVI.10 (1934 and 1965 edns). 

Mapledurham village as 

shown on an estate map 

of 1587. Photo by Dan 

Miles; copyright the 

Mapledurham 1997 Trust. 

Permission to reproduce 

kindly given by Mr J.J. 

Eyston. 
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The Built Character 

 

The parish contains buildings of many periods and styles, including timber-framed 

vernacular houses of medieval to 18th-century date.108 Brick and flint are widely used, while 

some other houses are rendered or whitewashed. Buildings along the village street (the 

almshouse complex excepted) are set back from the road behind brick and flint walls, and 

tiled roofs are typical, although thatch survives outside the village at (for example) Mill Farm, 

Pithouse, and Three Chimneys. By far the grandest building is Mapledurham House, a 

Jacobean mansion standing beside a fragment of its medieval predecessor,109 and in the far 

south-east of the parish are a number of large early 20th-century houses in substantial 

grounds. Smaller ‘polite’ buildings include the 18th-century former vicarage house and Mill 

House.110 Modern development mainly in the east includes houses and bungalows of 

standardised design, including semi-detached council-housing. 

 
                                                             
108

 The parish has been subject to intensive dendrochronological investigation since the 1980s led by 
Dr Dan Miles of the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory. Dates are published in the journal 
Vernacular Architecture. 
109

 Below, manors (manor houses). 
110

 NHL, nos 1180538 and 1285434. 

Mill House, Mapledurham village. 

Mapledurham village in 

the 1870s (OS mapping). 
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The parish’s medieval vernacular houses all include cruck-built elements, but display 

variations in plan form and style.111 Mill Farm (dendro-dated to 1335) initially included a 

chamber with a box-framed end-truss, a two-bay open hall, and a half-bay southern lean-to. 

A tie-beam was added in 1445–6, and the lean-to partitioned off. Whittles Farm comprises a 

three-bay box-framed cross-wing of 1413 attached to a truncated two-bay cruck-framed 

open hall dated to 1472,112 while Pithouse (1455) has a two-bay hall and chamber, with a 

surviving original window (now blocked) at the hall’s upper end. The hall appears to have 

been partitioned above the tie-beam to create a service compartment. Three Chimneys 

(1458) has a similar plan to Pithouse, likewise with a partitioned hall, and was possibly built 

by the same carpenters. All of the houses were originally single storey structures open to the 

roof, with smoke louvres.  

 

 

 

 

 

At Nuney green a house called Bartrams Place (now lost) was described in the late 

1520s, when it included a ‘cross chamber’ (presumably a wing), a hall with one or more 

chambers, and a ‘house’ called ‘the kitchen’ (possibly detached). Outbuildings included a 

                                                             
111

 Above, settlement; VA 24 (1993), 55–6. For detailed surveys of Mill Farm, Three Chimneys and 
Pithouse: N. Alcock and D. Miles, The Medieval Peasant House in Midland England (2013), CD-Rom. 
112

 VA 24 (1993), 54; 35 (2004), 99.  

Mill Farm, shown during rethatching at 

bottom. Photos courtesy of Dan Miles. 
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carthouse and a barn with a ‘great door’.113 The 1587 estate map shows long, low 

homesteads, in many cases with outbuildings set in a loose courtyard.114 A number of 

houses demolished in the mid 20th century, when they were judged unfit for habitation, may 

have included further medieval examples.115 

 Sixteenth- and 17th-century developments included piecemeal insertion of fireplaces 

and ceilings and the building of new timber-framed and brick houses,116 while lobby entries 

were being built by the early to mid 17th century, including an inserted example at Pithouse. 

Houses remained generally modest, with three hearths or fewer,117 and parlours were almost 

entirely absent.118 Of unusual size and height (as shown on the 1587 map) was the gabled 

house belonging to William Benwell at Stirrups,119 which in 1613 had a hall, kitchen, two 

lower chambers, and two butteries, together with three upper chambers and a loft.120 Part of 

the building appears to have been demolished, but a surviving three-bay house has been 

dendro-dated to 1557.121 The house, the ground floor of which was originally arranged as a 

single large room, makes lavish use of timber and unusually for the area incorporates close-

studding. A box-framed wing was added some time in the 17th century. 

 Sir Richard Blount seems to have built or rebuilt several tenant houses between 

c.1608 and 1626, apparently as part of a concerted attempt at estate improvement:122 

amongst them are Hodmore Farm (dendro-dated to 1608), a barn at New Farm (also 1608), 

Chazey Court (1611–15), Rose Farm (1613), the almshouse (1616), The Bothy (1619), The 

Old Estate Yard (1625), and the mill (1626).123 Michael Blount (d. 1739) spent £1,727 

repairing farm buildings, though by the early 19th century tenants were sometimes explicitly 

made responsible for repairs by the terms of their leases, the estate supplying timber.124 

Large farmhouses of 17th-century and later date were typically arranged as part of inclosed 

farmyards incorporating substantial barns, such as the seven-bay example at Chazey Court 

dendro-dated to 1611, and the six-bay ones at Park Farm (1723) and formerly at New Farm 

                                                             
113

 Mapledurham Archive, C2/28; Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 143–4; above, 
manors (other estates).  
114

 Mapledurham Map (1587). Later maps and surviving buildings suggest the representations are 
accurate. 
115

 Information from Dan Miles.  
116

 Alcock and Miles, The Medieval Peasant House, CD-Rom; Bldgs List. For upper chambers: e.g. 
OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 21/4/68 (John Fuller, 1608); 5/1/20 (Dorothy Burge, 1623). 
117

 Below, social hist. 
118

 Ric. Horn had one in 1695: OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 167/3/46. 
119

 Mapledurham Map (1587). 
120

 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 4/3/10 (Alice Benwell). 
121

 VA 25 (1994), 29, 30.  
122

 VA 41 (2010), 108. 
123

 Above, manors; below, econ. hist.; social hist.; VA 20 (1989), 47, 48; 26 (1995), 67; 37 (2006), 
126; 34 (2003), 111; 36 (2005), 99. 
124

 Mapledurham Archive, C77, p. 108; C17. 
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(1739).125 Many new outbuildings were constructed in the 18th and early 19th century, 

including a further (fully aisled) six-bay barn at New Farm (1740), and a three-bay single-

aisled barn at Mill Farm (1743, incorporating many re-used principal timbers).126 

 The modern housing stock includes some large late Victorian and Edwardian houses 

in the far south-east on streets subsequently infilled with more mixed properties.127 On The 

Warren, which features two half-timbered lodges, the houses face their riverside boat 

houses, that at Isomer topped by a domed belvedere.128 Upper Warren Avenue, laid out in 

the late 1890s, includes on its south side grand houses such as Avenue House of c.1900 

(belonging to Edwin Jesse),129 Chazey Hill (owned by Charles Hewett),130 and Ridge Field 

(the Revd R.H. Hart Davis).131 Such houses were luxuriously equipped and included 

servants’ quarters, lodges and motor garages.132 Elsewhere in the parish many older houses 

received little investment, and were in extremely poor condition by the 1940s.133 

Subsequently the estate carried out much renovation, especially under John Joseph 

Eyston,134 though costly maintenance of numerous listed buildings represented an ongoing 

difficulty.135 Mapledurham village became a conservation area in 1974.136 

 

  

                                                             
125

 Above, manors (manor houses); VA 26 (1995), 67; 18 (1987), 55; OHC, tithe map. 
126

  VA 20 (1989), 47, 48; 21 (1990), 49. 
127

 Berks RO, D/EX1942/4/3/1; D/EX1942/4/3/6/1–2; D/EX1942/4/3/8; OHC, PLU4/AS/A2/12 (1924 
rate book). 
128

 Pevsner, Oxon. 698.  
129

 Berks RO, D/EX1942/4/1/2/1–5; D/EX1942/4/1/3. Subsequently occupied by Queen Anne’s School 
and then converted into flats: OHC, PLU4/AS/A2/12, p. 5; Berks RO, C/AR/P13/3 (1948). 
130

 OHC, PLU4/AS/A2/12, p. 5. 
131

 Later called Ridge Hall: Berks RO, D/EX898/2/727 (1932 sale cat.). 
132

 e.g. OHC, RDC6/3/Y2/6; RDC6/3/Y2/27.  
133

 For condemned cottages: Berks RO, CPC162B/1/2, p. 237. 
134

 Below, manors; econ. hist.; social hist. For work at Pithouse in 1953 and Three Chimneys in the 
late 20th century: Alcock and Miles, The Medieval Peasant House, CD-Rom. 
135

 Oxford Times, 29 April 1994. 
136 

www.southoxon.gov.uk (accessed April 2017). 

Edwin Jesse’s Avenue House 

(c.1900). 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/

