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Shiplake is a rural parish 3 km south of Henley, stretching from the river Thames in the east 

up onto the lower reaches of the Chiltern dip-slope in the west. Until the 19th century it was 

mainly agricultural, but thereafter its social and economic structure changed substantially 

with the arrival of middle-class and sometimes much wealthier incomers, attracted by fine 

riverside scenery and good connections with London. 

Modern development is concentrated in the east, especially at Lower Shiplake close 

to Shiplake railway station. Elsewhere, the wooded and undulating landscape remains more 

thinly populated save for some 20th-century infilling at Binfield Heath, an area of waste in the 

middle of the parish which was inclosed in the 19th century, and which was formerly the site 

of the hundred meeting place. At nearby Shiplake Row the houses remain widely spaced, 

while Crowsley and areas further west are characterized mainly by isolated farmsteads. The 

parish contains several high-status 18th- and 19th-century residences, most notably 

Crowsley Park and Shiplake Court, now an independent school. 

 

Parish Boundaries  

 

In 1879 Shiplake parish measured 2,740 a.,1 and until modern boundary changes stretched 

9.5 km westwards from the Thames to the southern edge of Kingwood Common (in 

Rotherfield Peppard).2 Its elongated shape, probably the result of deliberate planning in the 

late Anglo-Saxon period when local estates were created,3 gave inhabitants access to a 

range of agricultural resources including riverside grassland, open-field arable, woodland, 

and rough pasture, and appears to have been formed around an east–west through route 

which separated the medieval manor (and township) of Shiplake from its northern neighbour 

Lashbrook.4 The parish’s long projecting north-western tongue encompassed Shiplake 

Bottom (earlier called Shiplake Common), a grassland area possibly used at an early date 

by those involved in transhumance or droving.5 The eastern boundary followed that of the 

                                                           
1
 OS Area Bk (1879); cf. OHC, tithe award (estimating 2,693 a.).  

2
 OHC, PAR234/4/F1/2, p. 136 (boundary with Wargrave, 1607); OHC, PAR234/1/R1/1, f. 25 (bounds 

1779); PAR234/10/E/5 (bounds 1830); E7/D/22 (bounds 1858). 
3
 Above, vol. intro. 

4
 Below, manors. 

5
 Below, communics. 
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shire along the Thames, while the other boundaries cut across fields or followed field 

divisions and short stretches of road and track. A small part of Binfield Heath lay outside the 

parish in Eye and Dunsden, probably reflecting a medieval partition, while in the 14th century 

parkland at Crowsley was extended to include land in neighbouring Harpsden,6 engendering 

a boundary dispute in 1663.7 

  

 

 

 

Modern boundary changes significantly altered the historic parish, which in 1952 

gained 6 a. from Harpsden but lost 270 a. in the west to Sonning Common and 100 a. to 

Rotherfield Peppard.8 The course of the eastern (county) boundary was altered slightly in 

1991,9 while in 1992 a small area on the south side of Binfield Heath was lost to Eye and 

Dunsden.10 In 2003 the whole of the parish from Shiplake Row westwards was transferred 

                                                           
6
 Below, manors (Crowsley Park estate). 

7
 OHC, Bodl. MS Top Oxon d 283, f. 1b; below, manors (Crowsley Park estate).  

8
 Census, 1961. 

9
 South Oxfordshire (Parishes) Order 1992. 

10
 The Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Hampshire, Oxfordshire and Surrey (County Boundaries) Order 

1991. 

Shiplake parish (shaded green) c.1850. Adapted from K. Tiller and G. Darkes (eds), 
An Historical Atlas of Oxfordshire (ORS 67, 2010). 
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(with part of Eye and Dunsden) to the new civil parish of Binfield Heath, leaving Shiplake 

with 1,097 acres.11  

 

Geology and Landscape 

 

The chalk bedrock is partly overlain by gravel and other superficial deposits. On the lower 

ground around Shiplake and Lower Shiplake (40–50 m. OD) islands of gravel rise above the 

riverside alluvium, while Lashbrook Farm lies on the edge of the floodplain at 34 metres. 

Around Binfield Heath (95 m. OD) the Lambeth Group clay, silt, and sand is partly capped by 

Winter Hill sand and gravel, and at Crowsley (75–80 m. OD) there is an area of Black Park 

Gravel.12 The gravels derive from an ancient abandoned channel between Caversham and 

Henley, and have yielded numerous Palaeolithic tools and a small number of Mesolithic and 

Neolithic implements.13 In the east the gravels support fertile and well-drained soils 

(agricultural grades 2 and 1) watered by streams and side channels, while the higher ground 

in the west is drier and slightly less productive (grade 3).14 By the Middle Ages there was 

already a marked landscape contrast between the east and west of the parish: the east was 

characterized mainly by open fields and intensively managed river-side meadows, while in 

the west arable and pasture closes were interspersed with areas of heath and woodland. 

Such landscape differences underlay the distinction made between Shiplake above and 

below ‘the doune’ (Binfield Heath) in 1549,15 and between the ‘upper’ and ‘lower’ parts of the 

parish in the 19th century.16  

 

     

                                                           
11

 Ibid. 2000; Census, 2011. 
12

 Geol. Surv. Map 1:50000 (solid and drift), sheet 268 (2000 edn). 
13

 Below, settlement. 
14

 OS Land Classification Map (1971); below, econ. hist. 
15

 TNA, SC2/197/19. 
16

 Below, econ. hist. 

Farmland looking north-east towards Haileywood. 
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Water was supplied by streams, ponds and wells.17 Two of the watercourses in the 

east feature amongst the parish’s early place-names: Shiplake (‘stream where sheep are 

washed’) and Lashbrook (‘stream flowing through boggy land’).18 A watering place for 

animals in Lashbrook’s north field was mentioned in 1603,19 and Widmore pond near 

Shiplake Common in the far west in 1685.20 

  

Communications 

 

Today the main long-distance route through the parish is the Reading–Henley road 

(turnpiked in 1768), which cuts north-south across its eastern end. This was a major 

routeway by the time Henley was laid out as a planned town probably in the late 12th 

century, and almost certainly pre-dates the Norman Conquest.21 Another early road, 

mentioned in the 13th century,22 traversed the length of the parish from Shiplake Bottom to 

the church via Binfield Heath and Shiplake Row, its western section called ‘Copped Hall 

Lane’ in 1735.23 This road linked Peppard and Kingwood commons to the Thames, and may 

have originated as part of a network of local droveways.24 On Binfield Heath it was crossed 

by a second road from Reading to Henley via Caversham and Harpsden, which is likely to 

be of medieval origin. Other routes mentioned in the 13th century included ‘church way’, ‘mill 

way’, ‘green way’ and ‘north way’.25 

In the east of the parish a ford (vadum) over the Lash brook and a ferry across the 

Thames to Wargrave (Berks.) existed in the late 12th century.26 The ford was replaced or 

augmented by a bridge next to Lashbrook manor before 1550,27 though a Wargrave ferry 

shown on 18th-century maps remained in operation until the 1960s.28 A second ferry, further 

north close to Shiplake railway station, appears to have been established in the 19th 

century. A lock mentioned in the 1390s was presumably the later Cotterells lock by Shiplake 

                                                           
17

 Henley Standard, 29 Aug. 1980 (Keep’s well, Shiplake Rise). 
18

 PN Oxon. I, 81–2; M. Gelling, Place-Names in the Landscape (2000), 23. 
19

 Berks. RO, D/ER M4.  
20

 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3162 (‘Wigmere Pond’). For this and other ‘free water’ places in 1733: E.J. 
Climenson, Hist. Shiplake (1894), 307–8. 
21

 VCH Oxon. XVI, 5. 
22

 Cartulary of Missenden Abbey, ed. J.G. Jenkins, III (Bucks. Rec. Soc. 10, 1955 for 1946), no. 684. 
23

 TNA, C 202/122/2, item 58. 
24

 R.B. Peberdy, ‘From Goring towards Henley: The Course, History and Significance of a Medieval 
Oxfordshire Routeway’, Oxoniensia, 77 (2012), 96, 98–9; VCH Oxon. XVI, 232. 
25

 Cart. Missenden Abbey, III, no. 684. 
26

 Cart. Reading Abbey, I, no. 498; Cart. Missenden Abbey, III, no. 693. 
27

 Berks RO, D/EN T48/1. 
28

 e.g. Jefferys, Oxon. Map (1777); Davis, Oxon. Map (1797); OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LVII.6 (1875 
and later edns).  



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Shiplake (Sept. 2016) • Intro • p. 5 

 
 
Mills, which in 1773 was superseded by a pound lock.29 In 1820 lock tolls were said to be 

worth c.£200 a year, a little more than half of which was net profit.30 In 1839 there was a 

wharf at the end of Basmore Lane, Lashbrook.31  

 In the 18th and 19th centuries a number of roads and tracks were rerouted. In 1735 

Francis Heywood was authorised to stop up and replace ‘Park Lane’, now a footpath leading 

across Crowsley Park and passing close to the house’s west side, before cutting north-east 

towards a track through Gillsmithers Wood and so on to Harpsden Bottom and Henley. The 

new road, itself later reduced to a footpath, passed some distance to the east of the house.32 

In the mid 1820s Joseph Phillimore closed and replaced a road that passed south of 

Shiplake House, although inhabitants of Lashbrook were allowed to use it as a footpath for 

going to church.33 Alterations at inclosure in the 1860s included the construction of a new 

road on the north-east side of Binfield Heath,34 and in the early 1860s the road past Coppid 

Hall was moved a little to the north, away from the house.35 

 The opening of the Henley to Twyford railway in 1857 supplied an important new 

transport link. From its inception the line included a stop at Lashbrook in the east of the 

parish; the first (wooden) station building burned down in 1891,36 and construction of a larger 

brick replacement was followed by extensive improvements including new viaducts over the 

Thames and Lash brook.37 In the 1960s (and later) London commuters depended heavily on 

the line,38 although by 2000 they accounted for only 15 per cent of the working population. 

The large majority travelled by car to workplaces within ten or twenty miles from home.39 In 

2016 there were trains to Twyford every 30–45 minutes, and commuter services direct to 

Paddington.40 

A daily carrier to Henley and Reading was established by 1887.41 In the 1930s there 

was a carrier at Binfield Heath, and a coal merchant supplied a haulage service from 

                                                           
29

 R.B. Peberdy, ‘Navigation on the River Thames between London and Oxford in the Late Middle 
Ages: A Reconsideration’, Oxoniensia, 61 (1996), 336; F.S. Thacker, The Thames Highway (1968 
edn), II, 255–8; below, econ. hist. (mills, crafts and retailing).  
30

 The Times, 3 July 1820, p. 4; Berks. RO, D/EX1457/1/116/1–3. 
31

 OHC, tithe award and map (no. 380a). 
32

 TNA, C 202/122/2, items 58–9; OS Map 1:25000, sheet 171 (1999 edn). 
33

 OHC, E7/D/15; Climenson, Hist. Shiplake, 359. 
34

 TNA, MAF 1/525. 
35

 Bodl. MS Maps Oxon. a 24; OHC, PAR234/7/N/2. 
36

 Henley Free Press, 29 Aug. 1891, p. 5. 
37

 P. Karau, An Illustrated History of the Henley-on-Thames Branch (1982), 10, 21, 25–6, 59–60, 94–
101, 164–5; Thacker, Thames Highway, II, 258; TNA, RAIL 252/1009; RAIL 252/1010; Wilts. and 
Swindon Hist. Centre, 2515 210 Box 94/5. 
38

 ‘Shiplake: ‘Report on the Survey and Plan’ (pamphlet (1967) in OHC), 2. 
39

 B. Doble et al., Binfield Heath, Crowsley, Shiplake Cross, Lower Shiplake Millennium Project: Life in 
Our Villages Past and Present (2001), 43; below, econ. hist. 
40

 www.thetrainline.com (accessed 30.03.16). 
41

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1887 edn), 750. 

http://www.thetrainline.com/
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Shiplake station.42 An ‘excellent’ bus service to Henley and Reading was established before 

1928,43 and an hourly daytime service was maintained in 2016.44 Sub-post offices in Lower 

Shiplake and Binfield Heath existed by the 1890s, and both remained open thereafter in 

various locations.45 A later sub-post office at Shiplake Cross closed after 1967.46 

 

Population 

 

In 1086 thirteen households were recorded in Lashbrook, while figures for Shiplake were 

probably included with Caversham.47 By the 14th century, and perhaps much earlier, 

Shiplake was considerably the more populous vill, with ten or more taxpayers in 1316 

compared to Lashbrook’s four.48 The position was similar in 1377 when, following the Black 

Death, 75 out of the parish’s 112 poll-tax payers were from Shiplake, making it the most 

populous rural parish in the hundred after Caversham, and suggesting a total population of 

c.200–250. Thereafter numbers appear to have fallen considerably, reducing the parish to a 

middling position within the hundred. Fifteen taxpayers were noted in 1515,49 42 households 

in 1662,50 and 80 ‘conformists’ (probably adult inhabitants) in 1676,51 while in 1738 there 

were said to be c.70 houses, and in 1768 c.75.52 

In 1801 the population was 476 accommodated in 95 houses,53 rising gradually 

(despite a slight dip in the 1820s) to 569 by 1851. Growth was stronger thereafter, especially 

in the early 20th century when the population rose from 870 in 1901 to 1,624 in 1931. 

Numbers fell to 1,230 by 1951, but rose again subsequently. In 1967 almost 70 per cent of 

the population lived at the parish’s eastern end: about 880 people (55 per cent of the total) in 

Lower Shiplake and Shiplake, 220 (c.14 per cent) at neighbouring Shiplake Cross, and 500 

(c.31 per cent) further west in Binfield Heath, Shiplake Row and outlying farms. By 1981 the 

                                                           
42

 Karau, Henley-on-Thames Branch, 98; Kelly’s Reading Dir. (1932 edn), 456. 
43

 Sale Cat., The Grange (1928): copy in Henley Library. 
44

 https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/south-east/services/800–-high-wycombe-to-
reading/?direction=outbound#ServiceTimes (accessed 30.03.16). 
45

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1899 and later edns); OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LVII.2, LVI.8 (1898 and later 
edns). For an earlier post office, PO Dir. Oxon. (1854 edn), 595. 
46

 OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LVII.5 (1933 and 1963 edns); ‘Shiplake: Report on the Survey and Plan’, 
4. 
47

 VCH Oxon. I, 410. 
48

 TNA, E 179/161/8, rot. 7 m. 1d. (Shiplake entry incomplete); cf. ibid. E 179/161/9, rot. 12d.  
49

 Ibid, E 179/161/156. 
50

 Ibid. E 179/255/4, m. 118. 
51

 Compton Census, ed. Whiteman, 425. 
52

 Secker’s Visit. 132; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 560, f. 37. 
53

 Census, 1801 (comprising 100 families); another 6 houses were uninhabited. 

https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/south-east/services/800---high-wycombe-to-reading/?direction=outbound#ServiceTimes
https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/south-east/services/800---high-wycombe-to-reading/?direction=outbound#ServiceTimes
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overall population had increased to 2,000 but fell to 1,878 by 2001, and in 2011 the 

population of the reduced Shiplake parish was 1,954, and of Binfield Heath 709.54 

 

Settlement  

 

Later Prehistoric to Anglo-Saxon 

 

Archaeological evidence for early settlement comes from the gravels in the east of the 

parish, where cropmarks suggest the presence of a series of later prehistoric or Roman 

enclosures, ditches and pits.55 A pipeline excavation west of Haileywood revealed two 

possible cremation burials and a refuse pit containing two small sherds of prehistoric 

pottery.56 Cropmarks south of High Wood indicate an Iron-Age or Roman enclosure, 

probably a farmstead, located close to a possible Roman temple site in neighbouring 

Harpsden.57 Roman finds within the parish include bricks and pottery (apparently including 

Samian ware and a near-complete amphora) found in 1907–9 at Lower Shiplake, and 

(supposedly) bricks built into the south wall and tower of the church.58 More than sixty 3rd- 

and 4th-century Roman coins and other objects (including a figurine, brooches and 

bracelets, and an unusual late buckle-fragment) have been found at various locations in the 

eastern half of the parish,59 although most are unexceptional and suggest rural settlement of 

the usual kind.60 

The presence of an early Anglo-Saxon cemetery is suggested by finds from just west 

of Lower Shiplake.61 Cremation and probably inhumation burials are indicated by the 

presence of decorated urns (probably of 6th-century date), a sword, spearheads, a knife, 

and a copper alloy shank or button,62 though nothing is known of the character or extent of 

                                                           
54

 Census, 1811–2011; ‘Shiplake: Report on the Survey and Plan’, 2. 
55

 HER, PRN 2161, 10911, 15331, 15332, 15339, 15999, 16000, 16001, 16002; HE Pastscape, mon. 
nos. 1231850, 244724. For earlier prehistoric finds: HER, PRN 2051, 2110, 2135, 4483, 8097, 8098, 
8099, 11148, 12900, 12916, 15592; M.S. Treacher, W.J. Arkell and K.P. Oakley, ‘On the Ancient 
Channel between Caversham and Henley, and its contained Flint Implements’, Proc. Prehist. Soc., 14 
(1948), 126–54; D.A. Roe, A Gazetteer of British Lower and Middle Palaeolithic Sites, CBA Research 
Report, 8 (1968), 249, 254; J. Wymer, Lower Palaeolithic Archaeology of Britain as represented by 
the Thames Valley (1968), 198–200; idem, The Lower Palaeolithic Occupation of Britain, II (1999), 
maps 3, 6. 
56

 HER, PRN 16143.  
57

 Google Earth air photo; info. from Paul Booth (Oxford Archaeology) and David Nicholls (SOAG).  
58

 Berks, Bucks and Oxon Arch Jnl, 24:1 (1918), 34–5. The bricks are not currently visible. 
59

 PAS database (www.fings.org.uk, search term ‘Shiplake civil parish’).  
60

 Info. from Paul Booth.  
61

 HER, PRN 2150. 
62

 T. Dickinson, ‘Anglo-Saxon Burial Sites of the Upper Thames Valley’, Oxford Univ. D.Phil. thesis 
(1976), I, 345, II, 179; K.R. Davis, Britons and Saxons (1982), 145; Oxon. Atlas, 19. The objects were 

http://www.fings.org.uk/
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the burial ground. Place-name evidence indicates several areas of settlement in the later 

Anglo-Saxon period, with the main focus probably quite close to the river at Shiplake and 

Lashbrook, and other farmsteads further west. The ‘feld’ element in the name Binfield (‘open 

land where bent grass grows’) is well-attested before 730 and may reflect early occupation 

there,63 which perhaps intensified from the 10th century after the heath became the hundred 

meeting place.64 The ‘Hyde’, mentioned in the 1270s,65 may commemorate an Anglo-Saxon 

hide farm located immediately to the west,66 and by the later Anglo-Saxon period there was 

evidently also some activity at Crowsley (‘Croc’s lē(a)h’ or wood-pasture).67  

 

Medieval to 18th Century 

 

Medieval settlement was widely spread across the parish. By the 12th century some 

homesteads were located close to the church,68 which is on an eminence above the river. 

Linear settlement is indicated by the byname ‘Strethend’ (street end),69 though then as later 

there was probably no substantial village centre. The byname ‘de cruce’ (of the cross) 

suggests one or more houses next to a standing cross, possibly at Shiplake Cross, the road 

junction west of the church.70 By c.1300 homesteads may have also extended along the 

road towards Binfield Heath, though presumably there was a gap before the separate 

roadside settlement at Shiplake Row, mentioned in the early 15th century.71  

At Lashbrook, off the Reading road at the parish’s eastern end, settlement was 

based presumably around the manorial centre established before 1066.72 A deed of c.1258 

mentions a vicus (high street or highway), and the name Lashbrook Street (recorded in 

1596) shows that here too the main part of the settlement ran along a road.73 Eighteenth-

century maps show houses on the west side of Lashbrook green, next to the road across the 

green towards Lashbrook Farm.74 That road was abandoned in the early 19th century in 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
presented to Reading Museum in 1923 but can no longer be found: information from Jill Greenaway, 
curator. 
63

 Blair, A-S Oxon. 25. 
64

 Above, vol. intro. 
65

 PN Oxon. I, 83; Cat. Anct. Deeds, II, B. 3267. 
66

 OHC tithe award, ‘hide’ field names (nos. 147, 149, 162–5, 167–8); R. Faith, ‘Hides and Hyde 
Farms in Central and Southern England’, MSRG Annual Report 13 (1998), 33–8. 
67

 PN Oxon. I, 81. 
68

 Cart. Missenden Abbey, III, nos. 669, 670. 
69

 TNA, E179/161/8, rot. 7 m. 1d. 
70

 PN Oxon. I, 82. 
71

 Ibid.  
72

 Below, manors; econ. hist. 
73

 Cart. Reading Abbey, I, no. 500; Berks. RO, D/ER M4. 
74

 Jefferys, Oxon. Map (1777); Davis, Oxon Map (1797). 
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favour of a parallel branch road to the west, apparently reflecting the formation or 

enlargement of an inlet from the Thames.75 

Isolated dwellings included Shiplake mill and the homestead of an assart called Frith, 

mentioned from the 1230s.76 Medieval settlement further west probably comprised small 

clusters of houses and isolated homesteads, some of them possibly moated.77 The medieval 

park at Crowsley possibly included a lodge for the park-keeper.78 As later, the largest 

concentrations of houses in that area are likely to have been on the fringes of Binfield Heath 

and Shiplake Common.79  

The 15th and early 16th century witnessed a retraction of settlement,80 though some 

hamlets fared better than others. Settlement close to Shiplake church may have been 

thinned out: certainly it comprised just a handful of homesteads in the 18th century, and 

empty closes towards the Henley road may mark the site of former house plots.81 So too 

may crop marks at Binfield Heath, close to the junction of the Emmer Green road (the 

modern B481) and Gravel Road.82 Lashbrook (already small by 1300) and Shiplake Row 

were apparently more resilient, continuing as fairly tightly clustered rows in the 1770s. 

Seventeenth-century and later population growth presumably resulted in settlement 

expansion. Some of the isolated farmsteads in the west may date from this period, and so 

too a number of common-side cottages mentioned in Lashbrook in the later 17th century.83 

 

The 19th Century and Later  

 

In 1841 the parish contained 123 houses,84 of which 40 were ranged around Binfield Heath, 

18 in Shiplake Row, 11 by Lashbrook green, 10 each by Shiplake Common and south of 

Crowsley Park, and 7 scattered around Shiplake church and the Henley road to the north-

west.85 Enlargement of the parish housing stock began at the end of the 19th century and 

gathered pace from c.1900,86 the 153 houses of 1881 increasing to 229 by 1901, and to 405 

                                                           
75

 OHC, tithe map. 
76

 Below, econ. hist.; Cart. Missenden Abbey, III, no. 671; TNA, E 210/9595. 
77

 A ‘moat’ at Collins Farm (near Coppid Hall) was mentioned in 1733: OHC, PAR234/1/R1/1, f. 27; 
Climenson, Hist. Shiplake, 438; OHC, tithe map no. 141. 
78

 For the park: below, manors; econ. hist. 
79

 Cf. Jefferys, Oxon. Map (1777). Thomas de Benefeud (who witnessed a 13th-cent. Shiplake deed) 
may have lived at Binfield Heath: Berks RO, D/EE T28/1. 
80

 e.g. I.S. Leadam, Domesday of Inclosures (1897), I, 352, 378.  
81

 Jefferys, Oxon. Map (1777); Davis, Oxon Map (1797); OHC, tithe map, nos. 309–11. 
82

 Pastscape, mon. no. 1231552. 
83

 OHC, Clayton I/16. 
84

 Census, 1841. 
85

 OHC, tithe map and award. 
86

 OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LVI.8, LVII.2, LVII.5 (1872 and later edns.). 
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by 1931.87 Development was concentrated in the east of the parish, especially at Lower 

Shiplake/Lashbrook and to a lesser extent at Shiplake Cross, with land sold by the 

Baskervilles used by speculators to build houses on existing and newly created roads,88 the 

latter including Basmore Avenue, Bolney Road, Crowsley Road, New Road and Northfield 

Road. Much of the development was the result of piecemeal speculation, some of it by local 

residents such as Theophilus Neighbour (a former proprietor of the paper mill) and, later, J. 

Cordrey & Son, builders based at Bolney boathouse in Lower Shiplake.89 A few council 

houses were also built in the 1920s, and more in the 1950s.90 Shiplake Cross grew 

substantially in the early to mid 20th century, notably with the addition of Orchard Close and 

the Plowden Way estate,91 while infilling at Binfield Heath took place in the same period.92 

From the 1960s large numbers of houses were built on Badgers Walk and Brocks 

Way (south of Station Road), and in neighbouring Baskerville Lane,93 while from the 1990s 

substantial detached Tudor- and Georgian-style houses were constructed on former nursery 

land by Northfield Avenue (Manor Wood Gate and Brampton Chase). Subsequent 

development was restricted by tighter planning controls.94 

 

The Built Character 

 

The parish as a whole contains buildings of diverse period, size, and style. Binfield Heath 

and Crowsley in particular retain several 17th- and 18th-century vernacular buildings making 

consistent use of timber-framing, brick, and flint, while several grander residences of 18th- to 

20th-century date are scattered across the parish. Most present-day housing, however, 

comprises small to medium-sized 20th-century dwellings, some the result of piecemeal 

development, and others erected in dense purpose-built clusters. The only surviving (much 

altered) medieval structure is the church, although Shiplake Court and (probably) Crowsley 

Park, the vicarage, and several farmhouses occupy medieval sites.95  

Eighteenth- and 19th-century gentlemen’s residences, many of them occupying 

elevated positions offering fine views, include Shiplake Court (now a public school), Shiplake 

                                                           
87

 Census, 1841. 
88

 Berks RO, D/ENS/B10/11; Sale Cat., Portion of the Crowsley Estate (1896): copy in Henley Library; 
OHC, Will. I/i/1; Will. I/v/1. 
89

 OHC, DV XII/55; ibid. RDC8/8/Y1/19/1–128 (Shiplake house plans, 1903–35); Berks RO, 
D/EWK/B2/4/96/1/1–3 (‘The Crescent’, 1923); Kelly’s Henley Dir. (1936 and later edns).  
90

 OHC, Will. III/xv/3a–e; Berks RO, D/EWK/B2/3/4/3/6A/1–26; R.W. Ford, A Description of Binfield 
Heath and the Surrounding District in Oxfordshire (1958), 39. 
91

 OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LVII.5 (1913 to 1963 edns). 
92

 ‘Shiplake: ‘Shiplake: Report on the Survey and Plan’, 1. 
93

 For 1960s development: Shiplake: Report on the Survey and Plan’, 6–9. 
94

 Doble et al., Binfield Heath, Crowsley, Shiplake Cross, Lower Shiplake Millennium Project, 6. 
95

 Below, manors; relig. hist.  



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Shiplake (Sept. 2016) • Intro • p. 11 

 
 
House, Crowsley Park, and Coppid Hall, all of which belonged to major landowners.96 

Holmwood House in Shiplake Row, built probably in the early 1720s by Col. William Boyle 

(d. 1725), is a double-depth red-brick and slate-roofed house with a seven-bay main range, 

extended by a four-bay late 18th-century wing.97 On a smaller scale the Old Vicarage, next to 

the church, is a mainly Victorian clergy house incorporating earlier elements,98 while 

Crowsley Grange and Blackmore Farm, in the west of the parish, are 19th-century 

gentleman’s residences.99 

 Larger farmhouses include Shiplake Court Farm (now Burr House, one of Shiplake 

College’s boarding houses), Shiplake Rise and, in the far west, Frieze Farm. All appear 

(together with Frieze Cottage) to be 18th-century in origin.100 Part of an early farmyard 

complex survives at Barn Grounds north of Coppid Hall, including an 18th-century barn 

largely rebuilt from an arch-braced cruck structure dating to c.1454.101 Probably 17th-century 

houses include The Bottle and Glass, Coppice Cottage, Fir Tree Cottage and Thatched 

Cottage (all at Binfield Heath), and the Well House (Crowsley), while Shiplake Rise Farm 

(Shiplake Row), The Old House (Binfield) and Timber Cottage (Crowsley) appear to be 

substantially 18th-century.102 Tudor Cottage, a 17th-century house in the grounds of 

Shiplake College, seems to have been a church house, and was used to accommodate the 

parish clerk in the 18th century.103 Probate inventories show that better-off inhabitants 

invested in new chambers and halls in the 17th century.104 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

                                                           
96

 For the houses, below, manors.  
97

 Climenson, Hist. Shiplake, 303–5; Pevsner, Oxon. 757; Bldgs List, no. 1285007.  
98

 Below, relig. hist.  
99

 Sale Cat., Crowsley Park Estate (1927): copy in OHC. 
100

 Bldgs List. nos. 1181358, 1059605, 1059603; Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. c. 499/1. 
101

 Vernacular Archit. 22 (1991), p. 46; HER, PRN 13507. 
102

 Bldgs List.  
103

 Ibid.; H.E. Wells-Furby, Wish and Fulfilment: A History of Shiplake College (2001), 5. 
104

 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 33/4/39 (Edw. Hunt, new chamber, 1675); 37/5/16 (Walter Jemmott of 
Crowsley, new and old halls, 1676). Jemmott’s is the only non-gentry inventory to list a parlour; for his 
unusual affluence: below, social hist. 

The Bottle and Glass public house, Binfield 

Heath. 
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Late 19th- and earlier 20th-century houses include large buildings in substantial plots 

along with middle-class villas and smaller houses.105 Many incorporate the distinctive purple 

and red bricks produced at Shiplake Kiln.106 Amongst the grandest, in country-house style, 

are Kingsley (late 1890s, subsequently converted into flats), between New Cross and 

Lashbrook House,107 and Woodlands (1912), on the Harpsden boundary.108 The former was 

built for the Reading brewer James Dymore Brown (1832–99), the latter for the 

Malcolmsons; each had ten bedrooms, a billiard room, staff accommodation, and extensive 

landscaped grounds. Sagamore, a 1920s ten-bedroom Tudor-style riverside house on 

Bolney Road, was built for banker Sir Frederick Eley, Bt. (1866–1951), with two 

boathouses.109 By the 1930s there was greater emphasis on new bungalows and small 

houses, and post-1945 council houses (of mass-produced brick and concrete slabs) were 

joined in the later 20th century by standardized ‘commuter homes’. In 2001 eight red-brick 

semi-detached houses were built by the parish council on a site (given by Lord Phillimore for 

affordable housing) south-east of Binfield Heath, despite strong opposition from a few 

residents.110  

 

      

 

    Station Road, Lower Shiplake in 2016. 

 

 

                                                           
105

 Berks RO, D/EWK (records of Caversham architect Conrad Willcocks). 
106

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1911 edn), 315; below, econ. hist. 
107

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1899 edn); TNA, RG13/1368 (1901); Sale Cat., Kingsley (1930): copy in Berks 
RO.  
108

 Sale Cat., Woodlands (1930): copy in Henley Library. 
109

 Henley Standard 5 Sept. 2011; below, social hist.  
110

 SODC website, planning application no. P95/S0401. 
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 Woodlands c.1930. 


