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The medieval parish was divided between two manors, Mapledurham Gurney and 

Mapledurham Chazey. The larger Gurney estate was assessed in 1086 at seven hides and 

the smaller Chazey one at three,1 their combined ten-hide assessment suggesting that they 

probably originally formed a single unit. The boundary between them coincided with that of 

Binfield and Langtree hundreds.2 The Blount family bought Gurney manor in the late 15th 

century and Chazey manor in the late 16th, and their descendants retained most of the 

parish in 2017. 

 

Mapledurham Gurney manor to 1582 

 

In 1086 the manor known later as Mapledurham Gurney was held by William Warenne (d. 

1088),3 whose daughter Edith brought it as part of her marriage portion to her husband 

                                                             
1
 VCH Oxon. I, 411, 418. 

2
 Above, parish boundaries. 

3
 VCH Oxon. I, 411, 418.  

The rear of Mapledurham House, approached through the church graveyard. The house was built  
between 1608 and 1612 by the Blounts, by then owners of the largest part of the parish. 
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Gerard de Gournay (d. c.1104).4 The Gournays held lands in several English counties and 

(until 1202) in Normandy,5 and the first lord known to have had much involvement in local 

affairs was Hugh de Gournay VI, who died in 1238.6 Hugh’s heir was his infant daughter 

Juliana (d. 1295), who became a ward of William Cantilupe the younger, her uncle by 

marriage.7 During her minority lordship was exercised first by her mother Matilda (who held 

the manor in dower) and subsequently by Matilda’s new husband Roger de Clifford.8  

By 1254 Juliana had married William Bardolf the younger, who inherited Wormegay 

(Norf.) and his father’s other estates in 1276.9 William and Juliana held Mapledurham by 

1272,10 and after William’s death in 1289 Juliana granted the manor to her younger sons 

Roger, John, and William.11 William and Roger died without issue, and John Bardolf was lord 

by 1304 when he obtained a charter of free warren;12 the first in a line of resident lords, he 

was knight of the shire in 1313 and died probably before 1330. After the deaths of his son Sir 

John (a king’s knight)13 and grandson Sir Thomas, the manor passed in 1375 to Thomas’s 

brother Sir Robert (d. 1395), a retainer of Edward III and Richard II.14 He died without issue, 

and in 1396 his widow Amice (d. 1416) conveyed the manor to her nephew John Lynde, son 

of her sister Elizabeth and Sir Roger Lynde, who had previously been married to Sir Robert’s 

sister Margery.15 The lord of Chazey (Nicholas de Chausey) was paid 100 marks to 

recognise the conveyance.16 

John died before Amice (in 1400), so that after her death the manor passed to his 

younger brother William. After William’s death in 1438 it was held for many years by his 

widow Joan (d. 1476), from 1441 with her husband John Iwardby (d. 1470), who, like Joan, 

was buried in Mapledurham.17 William’s son and eventual heir Thomas Lynde (d. 1485) was 

                                                             
4
 D. Gurney, The Record of the House of Gournay, vol. 1 (1848), 63–9; W. Farrer and C.T. Clay 

(eds.), Early Yorkshire Charters, VIII: The Honour of Warenne (1949), 6–7. 
5
 Gurney, House of Gournay, passim; D. Power, The Norman Frontier in the Twelfth and Thirteenth 

Centuries (2004), 27, 188–92, 427–8. 
6
 Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 1–7; below, econ. hist. 

7
 Cal. Close, 1237–42, 88; Cal. Pat. 1232–47, 227; Cooke, Early History, 14. 

8
 Cooke, Early History, 15; Gurney, House of Gournay, 221.  

9
 Cal. Fine 1272–1307, 63, 65; Cal. Inq. p.m. II, pp. 115–16. 

10
 Abbrev. Plac. 184; Hearne’s Colln, VII, 132. 

11
 Mapledurham Archive, C2/18, f. 24; Cooke, Early History, 21, 202; Long, ‘History of the Manors of 

Mapledurham’, 9. 
12

 Cal. Chart. 1300–26, 43. 
13

 Cooke, Early History, 21–4; Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 9–10; Gurney, House of 
Gournay, vol. 1, 224. 
14

 Cal. Inq. p.m. XVII, p. 188; Cooke, Early History, 25–6, 28, 30–2. 
15

 Cal. Inq. p.m. XX, p. 183; Mapledurham Archive, C2/18, ff. 25, 37; Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. d 196, pp. 
93, 97–8; MS Rawl. b 103, ff. 69–70; Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 11–12. 
16

 Mapledurham Archive, C2/18, f. 25; Cooke, Early History, 37. 
17

 Cooke, Early History, 47–53; Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 13–14; Bodl. MS Rawl. 
B. 103, f. 77v.; Mapledurham Archive, C1/26; TNA, C 140/55/7. John was a JP from 1442 to 1452. 
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succeeded by his son John, who sold the manor to Richard Blount of Iver (Bucks.) in 1490.18 

Richard’s son Sir Richard Blount (d. 1564) lived mainly in Mapledurham and was lord 

lieutenant under Elizabeth.19 He was succeeded by his son Michael (d. 1609), who 

purchased Mapledurham Chazey manor in the early 1580s.20 

 

Mapledurham Chazey manor to 1582 

 

In 1086 the later Mapledurham Chazey manor was one of many local estates held by Miles 

Crispin (d. 1107), castellan of Wallingford.21 Before 1166 it was granted to the Chausey 

family, who held it of the honor of Wallingford;22 they were a lesser gentry family who appear 

to have resided mainly at Mapledurham, where they maintained a manor house on the site 

of the later Chazey Court Farm.23 In 1395 Nicholas Chausey (who died without male issue 

before 1416) granted a remainder of the manor to his granddaughter Margaret and her 

husband Robert Stanshawe (d. 1447), with reversion to Robert’s parents and their heirs. 

Margaret died childless, and after Robert’s death it passed to his son (also called Robert) by 

a subsequent wife.24  

Around 1459 Robert sold the manor to John Norris of Bray, a substantial Berkshire 

landowner.25 After the death of Richard Norris in the 1520s the manor was secured by his 

daughter Anne and her husband Sir Richard Bridges (d. 1558), who defeated a claim by 

Anne’s uncle Lionel in 1527.26 Their son Anthony (d. 1613) sold the manor in 1582 to 

Michael (from 1591 Sir Michael) Blount (c.1529–1609) for £900.27  

 

The Combined Estate (from 1582) 

 

Blount’s purchase brought his family ownership of most of the parish, a survey of 1587 

suggesting that their combined estate comprised c.2,800 a.,28 much the same as c.1840.29 

                                                             
18

 Mapledurham Archive, C1/38; Cal. Inq. p.m. Hen VII, I, p. 80; Cooke, Early History, 53–8. 
19

 Hist. Parl.; TNA, PROB 11/47/281. 
20

 Below, this section. 
21

 VCH Oxon. I, 418. 
22

 Red Book Exch. (RS), I, 309.  
23

 VCH Oxon. V, 141; Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 27–31; Cooke, Early History, 
61–75; Goring Charters, I, xxxvi–xxxvii; below, manor houses. 
24

 Cal. Inq. p.m. XXVI, pp. 309–10. 
25

 Cooke, Early History, 77–8; Gurney, House of Gournay, 223. 
26

 Mapledurham Archive, C2/27, 29–31; Cooke, Early History, 79–80 (confusing Anne and Lionel’s 
relationship); VCH Berks. IV, 239; TNA, PROB 11/41/3. 
27

 Mapledurham Archive, C2/42; Cooke, Early History, 80.  
28

 Mapledurham Map (1587), including small area in Goring. 
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Sir Michael, who in 1606 made an unsuccessful claim to the title Lord Mountjoy,30 lived 

mainly at Bicester (where he acquired an estate through his wife), and like his father was 

Lieutenant of the Tower of London.31 He was succeeded by his son Sir Richard (1564–1628, 

high sheriff in 1625), who completed the present Mapledurham House, and by Richard’s son 

Sir Charles, a Royalist killed at Oxford in 1644.32 Sir Charles’s lands were confiscated by 

Parliament but were recovered before 1654 by his younger son Walter, whose elder brother 

Michael had been murdered in 1649.33 The Bicester property was sold to meet Sir Charles’s 

debts.34  

Walter Blount died childless in 1671, and Mapledurham passed to his cousin Lister 

(1654–1710).35 Lister was succeeded by his son Michael (1693–1739), who lived mainly in 

Winchester and whose son Michael (1719–1792) moved to Mapledurham c.1754.36 

Michael’s son of the same name (1743–1821) remodelled the house and built the present 

chapel.37 He was succeeded by his son Michael Henry Blount (1789–1874), who carried out 

further major work on the house, and in 1825 bought Toots farm (248 a.) in Caversham.38 

Michael Henry was succeeded by three sons in turn, of whom the first two, Michael and 

Charles, both died in 1881. Their younger brother John (who in the 1890s sold just over 100 

a. in the south-east of the parish for housing development)39 was killed in a road accident in 

1908, having assumed the name Darell-Blount after marrying Henrietta Darell in 1881.40 He 

was succeeded at Mapledurham by his sister Ellen’s son Edward Riddell (1865–1943), who 

adopted the name Riddell-Blount but lived partly at Cheeseburn Grange in 

Northumberland.41  

On Edward’s death the estate passed to the Eyston family of East Hendred, 

descendants of another of Michael Henry’s daughters, Agnes Blount (d. 1918). The estate, 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
29

 OHC, tithe award: 2,745 a. out of an estimated 2,879 a., though the parish was actually somewhat 
larger. In 1722 the estate was measured at 2,896 a.: Mapledurham Archive, C77 (though C78 has 
2,885 a.). 
30

 Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 16–18. 
31

 Hist. Parl. s.v. Blount, Michael; VCH Oxon. VI, 22–3.  
32

 Ibid. 18–21; PROB 11/154/395 (Sir Richard); PROB 11/197/620 (Sir Charles); P.R. Newman, 
Royalist Officers in England and Wales, 1642–1660. A Biographical Dictionary (1981), 33; below, 
manor houses.  
33

 Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 21–2; Cal. Cttee for Compounding, III, 2245–6; 
OHC, par. reg. transcript. 
34

 VCH Oxon. VI, 23. 
35

 Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 23. 
36

 Ibid. 193–4.  
37

 Below, this section (manor houses). 
38

 Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 209; Mapledurham Archive, C19; Berks RO, 
D/EX1342/2/1–16.  
39

 OHC, DV XII/33 (Fidler); above, settlement.  
40

 Burke’s Landed Gentry (1894 edn), I, 173–4; Oxf. Jnl 19 Feb and 9 April 1881; Oxford Times, 15 
and 22 Aug. 1908. John was a county council alderman, and high sheriff in 1888. 
41

 Burke’s Landed Gentry (1921 edn), 157. For his sale of houses and land (mainly in Caversham): 
Sale Cat. (1919) in Henley Library.  
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thenceforth called ‘the Mapledurham Estate’, was given in 1962 by Lady Agnes Eyston (d. 

1987) to her son John Joseph Eyston (b. 1934), who retained it in 2017.42 

 

Manor Houses 

 

Mapledurham House 

 

Mapledurham House is a substantial early 17th-century mansion located by the Thames at 

the end of the village street, half hidden behind the church.43 The largest surviving Jacobean 

mansion in the county, it retains both its original H-plan and numerous early interior features, 

including fine decorative plasterwork and woodwork, while the diaper pattern brickwork is 

similar to that used at nearby Greys Court and elsewhere in the county.44 The main front, 

much altered in the late 18th and early 19th century, faced south-east towards a tree-lined 

avenue and private carriage drive leading to Caversham. Immediately south-west of the 

house, closer to the river, is a surviving fragment of its largely demolished medieval 

predecessor, the so-called ‘Old Manor House’.  

 

 

                                                             
42

 TNA, HLG 126/772; Burke’s Landed Gentry (1965–72 edn), I, 250; J.H. Baker, Mapledurham 
Church and Village (1970), 7–8 (misdating Edward Riddell-Blount’s death); Reading Mercury, 3 Jan. 
1953. J.J. Eyston was chairman of SODC and high sheriff: Oxf. Times, 16 Sept. 1988, p. 17 and 27 
March 1992, p. 32. 
43

 For descriptions: M. Binney, ‘Mapledurham House Oxfordshire – I & II’, Country Life, 13 May 1971, 
1152–56; 20 May 1971, 1216–19; Pevsner, Oxon. 695–7; R.G. Williams, Mapledurham House (1977); 
Bldgs List, no. 1368944. The following paras. draw on unpublished text kindly supplied by Dan Miles.  
44

 J. Bond et al., Oxon. Brickmakers, Oxon. Museum Service (1980), 7. 

Mapledurham House, the main 

south-east front. 
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 Until recently the house’s construction was assigned to a long period between the 

1580s (when the Blounts bought Chazey manor and obtained a loan of £1,500, assumed to 

be for building), and 1612, a date appearing on decorated plaster ceilings in the north-east 

wing.45 Dendro dating, however, suggests a much shorter timescale between 1608/9–11, 

when the structural timbers were felled, and 1612.46 Possibly work had started before 

Michael Blount’s death in November 1609, but the revised chronology implies that his son 

Sir Richard was the prime mover. The original plan centred around a ground-floor hall with a 

great chamber and long gallery on the floors above and lower wings at each end. The upper 

or dais end of the hall lay on the north-east, where the main staircase led to other principal 

chambers. The north wing incorporates several priest’s hiding places, including a three-

storey one within the large chimney stack.47 The south-west wing contained services and 

further domestic accommodation. Close examination of the fabric has revealed that much 

regularity of design was imposed at a later date, and even so odd differences in floor level 

remain between the main block and wings, apparently because of miscalculations during 

construction. A walled garden north of the house, established before 1587, was retained as 

a kitchen garden.48 

 

Civil War damage presumably necessitated repairs,49 but no major structural 

changes are known before the late 18th century, save for construction of a now demolished 

                                                             
45

 Binney, ‘Mapledurham House – II’, 1218; C. Gapper, 'Decorative Plasterwork in City, Court and 
Country, 1530–1640', Courtauld Institute PhD thesis (1998).  
46

 For dates and rest of para: J. Goodall, ‘A Home and Refuge. Mapledurham House, Oxfordshire’, 
Country Life, 23 May 2012, 196–200;  
47

 M. Hodgetts, ‘The Chimney Hide at Mapledurham’, Midland Catholic History, 11 (2005), 4–30; 
idem, ‘A Topographical Index of Hiding Places’, Recusant History, 16:2 (1982), 181–2; information 
from Dan Miles.  
48

 Mapledurham Map (1587), mentioning the ‘new garden wall’; map of 1722 at Mapledurham House.  
49

 Below, social hist. (1520–1800). 

The north-east front. 
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servants’ hall and offices at the rear in 1740 at the request of the tenant Mr Townsend.50 In 

1662 the house had 19 hearths (18 of which can be accounted for),51 and inventories of 

1683 and 1743 list more than 50 rooms including hall, drawing rooms, parlours, and the 

second-floor long gallery (at 150 feet one of the longest in the country).52 The classical-style 

porch shown in a late 18th-century illustration may have been a post-Restoration addition.53 

In 1733 John Loveday of Caversham described the house as having a ‘most regular front’;54 

the large hall contained a collection of foreign animal horns,55 while the best parlour and 

withdrawing room had some fine paintings. Loveday judged the great staircase ‘handsome’ 

and complimented the ‘noble’ and we ll-proportioned saloon with its fine ceiling and Irish oak 

wainscot.56 A second-floor chapel in the south-west wing had an altar painting of the dead 

Christ.57 A rough depiction of 1731 shows a three-storey building with gabled dormers and 

tall chimney stacks, both at the ends of the house and either side of a central entrance 

porch.58 The proportion of window to wall appears similar to that which survives at the rear of 

the house (where some windows were blocked in the 1740s), and on the north-east front.  

Considerable work was carried out in the later 18th century, some apparently in 

1757, the date marked on a brick on the house’s south-west side.59 Service extensions at 

the rear were added to in the 1770s and 1780s, and outbuildings repaired and augmented, 60 

while the house’s main block was remodelled in the 1790s, presumably by Michael Blount 

(d. 1821). Externally the roof gables were replaced with a battlemented parapet, and sash 

windows were inserted;61 the first-floor state rooms were updated, and a single-storey 

‘Strawberry Hill Gothick’ chapel was added at the rear.62 The refurbishment was apparently 

completed in 1796, when the Reading plasterer Samuel Kerrod (who also worked at Stonor) 

was paid for work on the hall, hall passage, and chapel ceilings.63 

The grounds were also much altered during the period. A long avenue of trees (now 

gone) leading towards the Warren was replanted in 1722, and the accompanying deer 

                                                             
50

 Mapledurham Archive, C77, pp. 15, 109. 
51

 TNA, E 179/164/504, rot. 8d. 
52

 Ibid. PROB 11/373/300 (Teresa Blount, 1683); Mapledurham Archive, unlisted papers. 
53

 Binney, ‘Mapledurham House – I’, fig. 2. 
54

 S. Markham (ed.), John Loveday of Caversham, 1711–1789: The Life and Tours of an Eighteenth-
Century Onlooker (1984), 164; John Loveday, ‘Tour no. 30’, transcription by Sarah Markham, kindly 
supplied by John Markham, May 2017. 
55

 Collected by Lister Blount: TNA, PROB 11/516/348. 
56

 Both staircases were re-wainscotted in the early 18th cent.: Mapledurham Archive, C77, p. 109. 
57

 For the chapel: Hodgetts, ‘The Chimney Hide at Mapledurham’, 12. 
58

 Binney, ‘Mapledurham House – I’, figs 6 and 7; framed plan at Mapledurham House. 
59

 VCH fieldwork, July 2017. 
60

 Unpublished notes by Dan Miles. 
61

 Binney, ‘Mapledurham House – I’, fig. 2. 
62

 Hodgetts, ‘The Chimney Hide at Mapledurham’, 11. 
63

 Mapledurham Archive, bills; for Stonor, VCH Oxon. VIII, 176 n. 
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course and roundabout may be of similar date.64 An opening with fine brick piers parallel to 

the avenue was inserted in the garden wall before c.1750, and a few decades later (when 

the gap was narrowed) was capped by an ornamental arch.65 Later in the century a 

fashionable ‘naturalistic’ garden style was adopted, facilitated presumably by the 

construction of an elaborate brick ha-ha in 1772 (rebuilt in 1828).66 Statues on the lawn in 

front of the north-east wing accompanied the informal tree planting, and perhaps around the 

same time the kitchen garden was reduced in size.67 A monumental gateway erected 

between the rear court and churchyard re-used high-quality earlier 18th-century ironwork.68 

A generation later, in 1828–31, substantial renovation and alteration was carried out 

for Michael Henry Blount by Thomas Martin of Regent’s Park, London, at a cost of 

c.£4,500.69 The work included extensive repairs to roof, chimneys and parapets, the 

replacement of the sash windows with mullions, the addition of the present battlemented 

porch, and the addition of two-storey bay windows on the main block and wings. Internally 

the hall gallery and ante room were removed to form a hall with flanking dining room and 

library, requiring the floor to be raised.70 New fireplaces, windows and water closets were 

inserted. In the garden a Gothick fernhouse (now roofless) and orangery (of which only the 

base survives) may date from this period, and so too, perhaps, the now ruined 

summerhouse or grotto formed under the garden wall gate arch. The later 19th century saw 

few changes, though Elizabethan-style panelling was inserted in the hall in 1868.71 

 
                                                             
64

 Mapledurham Archive, map of Park farm (c.1710); C77, pp. 102–3; tithe award and map (nos. 238, 
240); Cooke, Early History, 13 n., 194–5. 
65

 Pevsner, Oxon. 697; Bldgs List, no. 1059520; info. from Dan Miles. 
66

 Binney, ‘Mapledurham House – I’, figs 2 and 6; Mapledurham Archive, C62/80–1; R.G. Williams, 
Mapledurham House and the Blount Family (2004), 27.  
67

 Bldgs List, nos 1180520 and 1059521; Binney, ‘Mapledurham House – I’, fig. 2. 
68

 The Blount family’s right to a carriage road through the churchyard was confirmed in 1830–1: 
Mapledurham Archive, C156. 
69

 Mapledurham Archive, box of misc. papers. 
70

 For photos: C. Musgrave, ‘Mapledurham, Oxfordshire: Newly Restored Home of Mr J.J. and Lady 
Anne Eyston’, The Connoisseur, 181 (Dec. 1972), 232–3, 238. 
71

 Mapledurham Archive, C46. 

Gothick fern house, north of the house 

house. 
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In the early-to-mid 20th century the house fell into disrepair, especially during the 

1940s–50s. In the later 1950s the north-east wing was renovated at a cost of £5,000 and let 

as a separate dwelling, and the chapel stabilised from a point of near collapse. Much of the 

rest of the house remained in a bad state, including the roof and windows, and some rooms 

suffered from dry rot.72 A thorough and sensitive restoration (to plans by David E. Nye) was 

carried out by J.J. Eyston mainly between 1961 and 1967, with decoration by Ronald 

Fleming.73 Externally few changes can be seen apart from the restoration of the windows 

from single to double transoms, while three rooms on the south-west wing were demolished: 

a bedroom extension at the front, and the 18th-century servants’ hall and scullery at the 

rear.74 The work was supported by grants from the Historic Buildings Council. 

  

The Old Manor House 

 

The ‘Old Manor House’ is a complex timber-framed building of 15th-century and later date, 

which augmented or superseded manorial structures partly described in 1375, when they 

included a hall, chambers, and a ‘great gate’.75 By the later Middle Ages the buildings were 

ranged around one or more courtyards, as shown on a damaged section of the estate map 

of 1587,76 and a probable filled-in moat or boundary ditch was identified in the 1980s during 

repairs to the successor house’s 18th-century gate piers.77 Outbuildings in 1375 included a 

stable with adjoining buildings and a ‘great’ dove house, possibly the pigeon house 

mentioned c.1635,78 while an inventory of 1517, relating possibly to the manorial complex, 

listed four outbuildings including a barn and stable.79 Barn-like buildings of unknown date are 

shown south of the house on early 18th-century plans, but had been demolished by 

c.1840.80  

The house’s earliest element is a three-bay two-storey structure with an upper hall, 

built presumably by the lord John Iwardby since its arch-braced tie-beam roof has been 

                                                             
72

 TNA, HLG 126/772; Binney, ‘Mapledurham House – I’, 1156; ‘II’, 1219; Berks RO, 
D/EWK/B4/6/2/10, nos 20, 22, 27. 
73

 TNA, HLG 126/1120; C. Musgrave, 'Mapledurham, Oxfordshire’, 232. 
74

 Binney, ‘Mapledurham House – I’, fig. 10 (rooms marked on 1921 plan); Mapledurham Archive, 
C77.  
75

 NHL, no. 1368945; ‘Mapledurham, Oxfordshire. The Seat of Mr John Darell-Blount’, Country Life, 
25 Aug. 1906, 274 (photo); Cooke, Early History, plate facing 28, 204 (transcript of 1375 dower 
apportionment: Mapledurham Archive, C1/8). A doorkeeper was mentioned in 1241: Oxon. Eyre, 
1241, 120. 
76

 Mapledurham Map (1587). 
77

 Info. from Dan Miles. 
78

 Mapledurham House, C1/8; OHC, MS Archd. Oxon. b 41, f. 30. 
79

 TNA, PROB 2/194. 
80

 Mapledurham Archive, A20 (1723 map); framed 1731 plan at Mapledurham House (partly shown in 
Binney, ‘Mapledurham House – I’, fig. 6); OHC, tithe map.  
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dendro-dated to 1448.81 The inventory of 1517, which may describe it, mentions a parlour, 

hall, chamber, little chamber, kitchen, and buttery,82 and a three-bay north-west wing 

(dendro-dated to 1555)83 was added presumably by Sir Richard Blount. The wing 

incorporates a lower northern extension of one bay and an eastern two-storey brick 

garderobe, while a two-storey jettied porch-like projection to the main part of the house is 

probably broadly contemporary with the hall.84 Rooms listed in Elizabeth Blount’s will of 

1582, which presumably relates in part to the surviving building, included a parlour, hall, 

buttery, kitchen, and several first-floor chambers (some with inner chambers and one used 

as an armoury), while service rooms included a cheesehouse, bakehouse, brewhouse, and 

milkhouse.85 A stable block immediately to the south-west was added in the 18th century.  

In the early 20th century the house was used as an estate office and for servants’ 

rooms,86 and in the 1950s it housed the estate carpenter.87 Repairs were carried out in the 

1960s–70s,88 and the collapsed staircase in the hall was replaced in 2017.89 

 

 

  

                                                             
81

 VA 18 (1987), 55; info. from Dan Miles. 
82

 TNA, PROB 2/194 (Thos Pychard of Mapledurham Gurney): below, econ. hist.; relig. hist. 
83

 Info. from Dan Miles. 
84

 Info. from Dan Miles. 
85

 TNA, PROB 11/64. 
86

 Cooke, Early History, 29. 
87

 Information from Dan Miles. 
88

 TNA, HLG 126/772; VA 18 (1987), 55. 
89

 Info. from Dan Miles. 

The ‘Old Manor House’, viewed from the north-

west. Photo by Dan Miles.  
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Chazey Court90 

 

The medieval manor house of Mapledurham Chazey manor occupied a gravel island close 

to the Thames, its site now marked by the farmstead which replaced it in the early 17th 

century. In 1313 it was valued at 3s. 4d. a year,91 and presumably it existed considerably 

earlier. Excavation of part of the farmyard north-east of the extant house revealed several 

medieval structures within a ditch,92 amongst them a north–south building with stone 

foundations and a central hearth, which was probably a hall and apparently had a timber 

superstructure. Equally-sized rooms were added later at either end, the southern one 

including a sequence of hearths and sub-divisions, while a masonry structure to the south 

(with stone-lined pits interpreted as garderobes) may have been a chamber block. To the 

north-west, a post-built structure containing a succession of flint- and tile-floored hearths was 

presumably a kitchen. The 1587 estate map shows a double courtyard adjacent to an 

access lane,93 incorporating several substantial red-roofed buildings (one of them with a 

large chimney) which were presumably residential. Four other structures were probably 

barns, including one detached from the main group. A building by the road, with a porch, 

may represent the house’s medieval chape l.94 

 

 

                                                             
90

 So-called by the 16th cent.: Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 33; Mapledurham Map 
(1587). 
91

 TNA, C 134/29/5. 
92

 Ford and Leech, ‘Excavations of a Medieval Manorial Complex at Chazey Court Farm’, 363–8. 
Finds appear to date from the 12th cent. and later, but await full analysis. 
93

 Ibid. fig. 8. 
94

 Below, relig. hist. (Middle Ages). 

Chazey Court as shown on an estate map of 1587. Photo by Dan 

Miles; copyright the Mapledurham 1997 Trust. Permission to 

reproduce kindly given by Mr J.J. Eyston. 
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The present house (Chazey Court Farm) comprises an unusual north–south range of 

four linked buildings facing what was formerly a large farmyard.95 The northern brick and 

timber building, dendro-dated to 1611, is of three bays and two storeys. Adjoining is a 

probably 19th-century block which has replaced half of its southern neighbour, a one-and-a-

half-storey, formerly seven-bay cruck-built range dendro-dated to 1612–13, and containing 

some re-used timbers of 1538–9.96 There is no evidence to support a conjecture that the 

dormered room occupying the whole of the first-floor of the latter building was used as a 

courthouse.97 At the south end is a tall, three-bay brick and timber stable dendro-dated to 

1615, with an internal wall plate added c.1738. The stable contains a doorway possibly of 

Tudor date possibly 12th-century date, while the northern building has a re-set twelfth-

century doorway and windows. The stonework was most likely inserted when the buildings 

were erected, and presumably before 1731 when local antiquary John Loveday related that 

a barn at Chazey was called ‘chapel barn.98 South-east of the house and at right angles to it 

is an imposing but now derelict seven-bay brick barn, with a steep tiled roof dendro-dated to 

1611.99 Other outbuildings were demolished in 2010.100  
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 Bldgs List, no. 1157139; Pevsner, Oxon. 697; ‘Chazey Court, Mapledurham’ (OBR Rep. 14, 2011). 
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 VA 35 (2004), 95–6. 
97

 ‘Chazey Court, Mapledurham’ (OBR Rep. 14, 2011). 
98

 John Loveday, ‘Tour no. 17’, transcription by Sarah Markham (kindly supplied by John Markham, 
May 2017).  
99

 VA 35 (2004), 95–6; ‘Barn, Chazey Court, Mapledurham’ (OBR Rep. 101, 2010); Bldgs List, no. 
1113603. For detailed description and photos, http://berkshire-heritage.appspot.com. 
100

 ‘Chazey Court Farm, Caversham, Berkshire’; ‘Chazey Court Farm, The Warren, Mapledurham’ 
(unpubl. Oxford Archaeology report, Oct. 2003); ‘Chazey Court Farm, Mapledurham’ (OBR Rep. 102, 
2010). 

Chazey Court Farm in 2017, the 

‘chapel’ barn at left. 

http://berkshire-heritage.appspot.com/
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Other Estates 

 

Several small freehold estates existed from the Middle Ages, though most are difficult to 

trace. Wallingford priory held half a hide (c.60 a.) in the 12th century, which it leased by the 

13th,101 and in 1495 Sir William Stonor held 100 a. from the abbot of Reading.102 An estate in 

the north of the parish, comprising 74 a. c.1840, belonged in the Middle Ages to Notley 

abbey, and was purchased by the Brigham family of Cane End in the 16th century and by 

William Vanderstegen c.1759.103 Several other small freeholds were acquired by lords of 

Gurney manor (and one by the lord of Chazey) during the 15th century, or by the Blounts in 

the 16th and 17th centuries.104 In 1587 there were still nine small freeholds totalling 150 a. 

(the glebe and the Brigham estate excepted),105 the largest of which (Page’s) was 41 

acres.106 By the 18th century, however, just the Brigham estate and one other freehold 

survived.107 In 1896 Joseph Fidler and his associates bought c.111 a. in the far south-east of 

the parish from John Darell Blount for housing development.108 

                                                             
101

 J.G. Milne, 'Muniments of Holy Trinity Priory Wallingford', Oxoniensia 5 (1940), 53; Rot. Hund. II, 
778; Mapledurham Archive, C1/10. 
102

 Cal. Inq. p.m. Hen. VII, I, p. 441. 
103

 Above, Caversham (manors); Mapledurham Map (1587); OHC, PAR164/4/F1/1; tithe award and 
map. 
104

 Mapledurham Archive, C1/17–19, 29; Long, ‘History of the Manors of Mapledurham’, 116–21, 142–
3, 151–2, 161; OHC, E155/D1/1 (Pages farm, 1631). 
105

 For the glebe: below, relig. hist. 
106

 Mapledurham Map (1587). 
107

 Maps of 1722 and 1816 at Mapledurham House. 
108

 Berks RO, D/EX1942/4/3/1; OHC, DV XII/33. 


