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Shiplake’s economy was long based on mixed farming complemented by woodland 

exploitation and rural crafts, with Henley and Reading supplying the main local markets for 

agricultural produce. Open-field farming continued until the 1830s, despite some early 

inclosure especially in the west of the parish. Milling was carried out from the Middle Ages, 

and small-scale paper and brick production were established in the 18th and 19th century; 

craft and retail activity flourished particularly in the late 19th and early 20th century, following 

the expansion of middle-class housing close to Shiplake station and elsewhere. Wealthy 

occupiers of the larger houses provided some employment as well as demand for services, 

although their domestic servants came chiefly from outside the area.1 

 

The Agricultural Landscape 

 

From the Middle Ages to the 19th century the parish contained a mix of open fields and 

inclosures.2 Open fields, mainly in the east of the parish, were well established by the 12th 

century,3 and in the early 13th Shiplake apparently had two,4 including a west field 

mentioned c.1200.5 Lashbrook may have also formerly had two fields, but by 1673 it had 

three, one of them presumably the North field documented in 1598.6 The name Shiplake little 

field (mentioned c.1275) may indicate expansion or subdivision of the field system in the 

Middle Ages.7 By the 18th and early 19th centuries the main fields (then shared by the whole 

parish) were Lashbrook and Shiplake great fields, North field, and West field, all of them 

divided into upper and lower parts.8 The separate Upper and Lower Church fields (together 

only 35 a.) were inclosed before 1771,9 followed by residual open-field land in 1837.10 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Below, social hist. 

2
 For possible boundary banks and lynchets: Pastscape, mon. nos. 1232011, 1232012. 

3
 Cart. Missenden Abbey, III, nos. 670, 684; Cart. Reading Abbey, I, no. 498. 

4
 Rot. Welles, I, 178. 

5
 Cart. Missenden Abbey, III, no.673. 

6
 Berks RO, D/EN T48/9. 

7
 Ibid. D/EE T28/1. 

8
 OHC, NWB I/17; NWB V/2; NWB XXVI/1 (copy of 1837 inclosure award). 

9
 Berks. RO, D/EN T48/1 (1550); OHC, NWB VII/1 (1771); NWB XXVI/1. 

10
 Below (farming since 1800). 
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The parish’s western half was characterized mainly by private closes, many of them 

bounded by thick hedgerows or containing small coppices.11 Some small open fields there 

included Hide field, described as a ‘common field’ in the 17th century,12 but most were 

inclosed before c.1800.13 Holdings across the parish had shares in Thames-side meadows,14 

of which Shiplake mead was shared with tenants of Bolney manor in Harpsden,15 while the 

largest common was Binfield Heath in the centre of the parish, the entrances to which were 

controlled by gates.16 Other early areas of waste included Shiplake Bottom and Lashbrook 

green, both also gated. Around 189 a. of remaining common land was inclosed in 1867.17 

Coppices were exploited for fuel wood and timber,18 with oak, ash, beech, hazel, 

maple and thorn trees mentioned in 1614.19 Piecemeal woodland clearance took place in the 
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 Cart. Missenden Abbey, III, no. 678; Cat. Ancient Deeds, II, C 1986; Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3122, 

3127, 3160, 3161b, 3188; OHC, tithe award and map. 
12

 Bodl. MSS Ch. Oxon. 3119, 3428; below, this section. 
13

 Hide field was partly inclosed before 1732: Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 4390; OHC, NWB XII/1. 
14

 Cart. Missenden Abbey, III, no. 677; Berks. RO, D/ER M4; Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3150, 3161b. 
15

 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 141, f. 49; ibid. MS dd Cooper & Caldecott c 27 (no. 23), c 35 (no. 4). 
16

 Climenson, Hist. Shiplake, 437; OHC, tithe map; Ford, A Description of Binfield Heath, 15. 
17

 TNA, MAF 1/525; Report Inclo. Comm. (Parl. Papers 1864 (384), xxxi), 1. 
18

 Berks RO, D/ER M4 [dated 1598]; Bodl. MSS Ch. Oxon. 3127, 3131, 3160 [dated 1622–84]. 
19

 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3120. 

Detail from the inclosure map of 1837. 
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Middle Ages and later,20 and in the early 19th century a sizeable wooded area north of 

Shiplake Row was partly grubbed up.21 Pits were dug by the 17th century to extract marl as 

a soil improver,22 and in 1714 a sand pit on Binfield Heath was reportedly a danger to 

travellers.23 

 

Medieval Agriculture 

 

The parish’s two main medieval manors included similar terrain and were of more or less 

equal size, but developed in different ways. Lashbrook was badly run down and under-

stocked in 1086, when its 12 hides had land for 9 ploughs but only three in operation, run by 

6 villani, 5 bordars and 2 slaves. The manor had fallen in value from £12 before the 

Conquest to £8 in 1066, and to a mere £1 10s. by 1086.24 The decline does not seem to 

have been wholly reversed, since tax returns suggest that Shiplake (not mentioned in 

Domesday Book) was around twice as wealthy as Lashbrook from the 14th century 

onwards.25 The reasons for Lashbrook’s difficulties are unknown, though flooding and 

alluviation may have caused ongoing problems for a manor with a low-lying curia close to 

the Thames:26 neighbouring Bolney, in a similar location, also entered a protracted decline 

after 1086.27 In 1316 the Lees estate in Lashbrook was farmed for 20 marks (£13 6s. 8d.),28 

whereas in 1338–9 Shiplake manor (probably including the Englefield fee in Lashbrook) was 

valued at a substantial £60 a year, minus feed and litter for the lord’s horses. At the same 

date the much smaller (and almost certainly less intensively farmed) estate of Crowsley was 

said to be worth just under £3 (59s. 4d.).29 

 Demesne and tenant farming was organized in a mixture of open-field strips and 

inclosures: in the 1240s William Englefield’s open-field land in Shiplake remained scattered 

amongst the tenant strips,30 and the Lashbrook demesne was probably similarly disposed. 

Philip Englefield’s Shiplake and Crowsley demesnes produced a range of cereal crops in the 

late 1330s, including wheat, maslin, barley, dredge, oats and peas.31 Several of those crops 

were used typically for fodder (presumably for plough horses and other animals), and it 

                                                           
20

 Cart. Missenden Abbey, III, no. 673. 
21

 Jefferys, Oxon. Map (1777); Davis, Oxon Map (1797); OHC, tithe map.  
22

 R. Plot, Natural History of Oxfordshire (1677 edn), 53. 
23

 Bodl. MS dd Ewelme Honour d 1, bundle 4 (1/4/5/4). 
24

 VCH Oxon. I, 410. 
25

 e.g. TNA,  E 179/161/8, rot. 7, m. 1d.–2d. (1316); Glasscock (ed.), Subsidy 1334, 240; TNA, 

E179/161/198, rot. 20d. (1523).  
26

 Above, geol. and landscape. 
27

 VCH Oxon. XVI, 234, 235, 246. 
28

 TNA, E 210/8928. 
29

 Ibid. SC 12/5/28. 
30

 Cart. Missenden Abbey, III, no. 684. 
31

 TNA, SC 12/5/28. 
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seems likely that sheep-corn husbandry was widely practised as later.32 Thirteenth- and 

14th-century tenant farmers probably pursued similar mixed farming on a smaller scale, 

perhaps ploughing with oxen rather than horses: in the early 13th century various inhabitants 

participated in an agreement about use of a pasture called Tummanehee in Shiplake,33 and 

in 1412 a Lashbrook man who absconded for felony owned a single cow.34 Tenants’ 

holdings were based as usual on yardlands and part-yardlands,35 and rents mentioned in 

1595, called ‘work silver’ and ‘custom money’,36 originated presumably as payments for 

commuted labour services. Nothing is known about their character or extent, however. 

Woodland appears to have been quite closely controlled by landowners, and a 

forester was mentioned in the 12th century, when woods were used for fattening pigs in the 

autumn.37 A certain amount of controlled woodland clearance for farming is suggested by the 

existence of an assart called ‘Frith’, which was held by a villein c.1235–7.38 Nevertheless, 

the function of wooded areas was not purely agrarian. A typical lordly interest in hunting is 

suggested by John Englefield’s charter of free warren (1269),39 and Sir Philip Englefield’s 

‘imparkment’ of land within his wood at Crowsley in the 14th century apparently represented 

the creation (or extension) of a poorly documented and possibly short-lived deer park. 40   

 The period after the Black Death probably saw some consolidation of holdings, 

including in the west of the parish, where a number of ring-fenced farms had been 

established by the 16th century.41 A 34-a. leasehold called ‘Youngs’ or Barn ground, 

mentioned in 1531 and located south of Crowsley Park Woods, was evidently of medieval 

origin, and there appears to have been a farmstead there in the 15th century.42 Crowsley’s 

parkland was apparently turned to purely agricultural use in the late Middle Ages: a farm 

there was established by the 16th century, and in 1618 the ‘great park’ and ‘little park’ 

comprised closes of arable and wood.43 Elsewhere some arable was converted to pasture, 

including 15 a. of freehold land in Lashbrook in 1505.44 Arable-focused farming seems 

nonetheless to have remained more important than pastoralism: in 1531, for example, Lewis 

Crockford of Shiplake had 26 qr of barley, 7 qr of wheat, 1 qr of rye, and 5 bu. of oats in his 
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 Below (1500–1800). 
33

 Cart. Missenden Abbey, III, no. 680. 
34

 M.T. Pearman, ‘The Chiltern Hundreds of Oxfordshire’, OAS Rep. 1890, 12. 
35

 e.g. Cat. Ancient Deeds, I, C. 1405; Cur. Reg. XVII, p. 265. 
36

 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3116. 
37

 Cart. Missenden Abbey, III, nos. 672–3. 
38

 Ibid. III, no. 671. 
39

 Cal. Chart. 1257–1300, 125. 
40

 Above, manors (Crowsley Park estate). 
41

 Below, this section. 
42

 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3061 (acreage in 1685, incl. 2 a. in Shiplake meadow); OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 

178, f. 38 and 183, f. 138; above, bldgs. 
43

 TNA, E 310/22/120, m. 55; Bodl. MSS Ch. Oxon. 3123–3125. 
44

 I.S. Leadam, Domesday of Inclosures 1517–18 (1897), I, 378. 
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barn, and kept 7 cattle, 26 sheep, 5 horses (to pull his plough), 11 pigs, and a hen and a 

cock.45  

 

Farms and Farming 1500–1800 

 

In the 16th and 17th centuries farmland was divided amongst Shiplake and Lashbrook home 

farms, which were usually leased to tenants, and c.40–50 other holdings of which some 

belonged to farms in neighbouring parishes. In the 1680s Lashbrook manor’s c.365-a. 

demesne included a house, garden and surrounding closes (totalling 43 a.), 8 a. in the 

common meadow, 200 a. in the common fields, a 70-a. inclosure called ‘the woodground’, 

and 44 a. of coppice woodland. Lashbrook farm, which included most of the demesne 

farmland but not the woods, was leased to Michael Thorne for £105 a year (‘before the dear 

price of corn’). The Shiplake demesne was then roughly the same size, and included 103 a. 

in the common fields (worth 6s. 8d. per acre) as well as pasture and meadow near the 

manor house.46 Supervision over use of commons and maintenance of boundaries was 

exercised through the manor courts or sometimes by direct correspondence with tenants,47 

and some investment was made in infrastructure, including a new farmhouse by the church 

mentioned in the mid 18th century.48 Landowners did not always find reliable tenants, 

however: Michael Thorne and his son John accumulated large rent arrears, and in 1689 

John’s goods were distrained to satisfy a debt of almost £300.49 Demesne coppices were 

felled on a seven-year cycle,50 and lords preserved stocks of timber for occasional sale.51 

Trees in Crowsley park required cages or fences to protect them from the deer.52  

 Tenants held a mix of copyhold, leasehold and freehold land.53 In the 17th century 

long leases granted in exchange for fines and low annual rents remained common,54 but by 

the early 18th century rack rents were becoming more usual.55 Amongst the larger holdings 

was Crowsley farm (formerly Crowsley park), for which in 1577 Joan Jemmott, widow (d. 

1592) paid the Crown a fine of two years’ rent (£3 18s. 8d.).56 The farm, which covered over 

                                                           
45

 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 178, f. 38. 
46

 Climenson, Hist. Shiplake, 285–6. Cf. OHC, NWB V/2 and VII/1; NWB IX/15; ibid. tithe award and 

map. 
47

 Berks RO, D/ER M4; ibid. D/EX 1457/10/3 (letter about hedging and ditching at Crowsley, 1787). 
48

 OHC, NWB V/1 (built by the Jennings family). 
49

 Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. b 166. 
50

 OHC, Clayton I/16; Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. c 335.  
51

 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3390 (sale of beeches and oaks to woodmongers, late 16th century). 
52

 Ibid. MS Top Oxon b 166, f. 59. 
53

 e.g. OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 179, f. 216 (Ric. Beard, 1546). 
54

 e.g. OHC, Clayton I/16; Bodl. MSS Ch. Oxon. 3122, 3133–3138; TNA, C3/377/9. 
55

 Bodl. MSS Ch. Oxon. 3175, 3188a; OHC, NWB V/3. 
56

 TNA, E 310/22/119, m. 55. 
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100 a.,57 had been ‘long’ occupied by her and her husband Walter (d. 1566). In 1580 Walter 

Welles paid two years’ rent (£5 3s. 4d.) to renew his lease of a house on the site of Crowsley 

Park Farm and 70¾ a. land.58 The holding, which had been occupied by his parents, 

comprised 47½  a. in closes east of the house, 20 a. in neighbouring Hide field, a ½-a. 

grove, and 2¾ a. of Thames-side meadow.59 In 1685 29 copyholders of Shiplake manor held 

27½ yardlands (c.825 a.) and other small pieces of land.60 Copyholds ranged in size from ¼ 

to 2½ yardlands (with most a yardland or more), but individuals’ holdings are difficult to 

determine because so many tenants leased or owned other land, while subletting was 

common. 

Sixteenth- and 17th-century probate inventories show that inhabitants practised 

sheep-corn husbandry. The main cereal crops were barley (much of which was converted to 

malt) and wheat.61 Oats, rye and vetches were widely grown, and some hemp and hops. In 

1689 John Thorne of Lashbrook farm had 76 a. of crops in the ground: 40 a. of barley, 17 a. 

of wheat, 10½ a. of peas, 6½ of vetches and lentils, and 2 a. of oats.62 Less fertile land at 

Crowsley was farmed on a ley system, with several years of arable crops followed by several 

years of pasture.63 Recorded debts suggest that (as earlier) grain and other produce were 

sold in Henley and Reading,64 while Thorne’s fodder crops, which together comprised a 

quarter of his sown acreage, were used presumably to help sustain his 60 sheep, four cows, 

and four geldings. One or two inhabitants owned more than 100 sheep, but the majority had 

fewer than twenty, with larger flocks apparently concentrated in the west of the parish.65 

Most tenants had at least a few cows, pigs, and chickens, and some a horse or two. Several 

inventories also include woodworking tools,66 and those who leased or owned coppices 

produced billets, faggots and charcoal.67 Furze was cut on the heath (presumably for fuel),68 

and cottagers paid to collect fruit on the common.69 

 In the 18th century land was concentrated in somewhat fewer hands, and by 1785 

there were about 20 main occupiers.70 Shiplake farm and the glebe estate were occupied in 
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 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3120–3124. 
58

 TNA, E 310/22/120, m. 11.  
59

 Climenson, Hist. Shiplake, 213; tithe map.  
60

 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3162. 
61

 OHC, Shiplake wills and inventories. 
62

 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3165. 
63

 Ibid. MS Ch. Oxon. 3123 [dated 1618].  
64

 e.g. OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 58/1/14, 29/4/62; above, vol. intro. 
65

 e.g. ibid. MS Wills Oxon. 183, f.138 (John Jemmott, 1558, 160 sheep, including 20 tegs); MS Wills 

Oxon 184, f. 209 (Walter Jemmott of Crowsley, 1566, 62 sheep bequeathed from larger flock).  
66

 e.g. ibid. MS Wills Oxon. 131/3/14 (John Hunt, 1584: bill, axe and other tools). 
67

 Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. b 166, ff. 3, 10; ibid. MS Ch. Oxon. 3120. 
68

 Berks RO, D/ER M4 [dated (1603]. 
69

 Bodl. MS Top Oxon b 166, f. 53. 
70

 OHC, QSD/L/239. 



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Shiplake (Sept. 2016) • economic history • p. 7 

7 
 

1753 by Henry Newell for £227 a year,71 and on that and other holdings mixed farming 

continued to emphasise cereal production, with (on the whole) fairly low numbers of animals, 

and subsidiary woodland exploitation.72 In 1789 Lashbrook farm had three barns for grain, a 

cow house, and a fodder store, while Crowsley farm had four barns, a granary, a cow house, 

and a wood house.73  

 

Farming since 1800 

 

At the beginning of the 19th century Shiplake and Lashbrook farms remained the largest 

holdings, followed by the combined Crowsley and Barn ground farm and Shiplake Row 

farm.74 Shiplake farm (313 a.), owned and occupied by the Newells, was advertised in 1830 

as ‘a most complete stock farm’, with ‘superior meadow and arable land’;75 its homestead 

included a large walled farmyard and a walled cattle yard, wheat-, barley- and oat barns, a 

tiled granary on staddle-stones, a cow house with 18 cow stalls and 18 calf pens, and a new 

brick stable for 14 horses. By 1839 five of the parish’s main holdings were over 200 a., and 

seven others between 58 a. and 82 a.: John Hollis occupied 436 a. (including Lashbrook 

farm) and William Simmons 435 a. (including Crowsley farm), while William Hall had lately 

held 353 a., including Shiplake farm.76 By then many farmers owned a small part of their 

holding, although those who were primarily owner-occupiers typically had farms of under 60 

acres. The only large holding kept in hand was the pasture and woodland around Crowsley 

Park (241 a.), which supported a herd of deer as well as 200 sheep from Crowsley farm. 

Rents reached a peak during the Napoleonic Wars, but then fell for some years afterwards: 

in 1813 Lashbrook farm was let for 10 years at £500 a year, but by 1834 the rent was £339, 

and ten years later £470.77  

Early 19th-century farmers generally adopted a five-course crop rotation, modified to 

suit different farming conditions across the parish. In the ‘upper’ part of the parish west of 

Binfield Heath fallow and turnips were followed by barley, clover, wheat and oats, while in 

the ‘lower’ or eastern part oats were replaced by a second course of barley. Yields were 

reported to be slightly higher in the east, and in the west farmers had to buy hay for their 

stock.78 The parish’s remaining open fields were inclosed in 1837, apparently on the initiative 
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 Ibid. NWB V/1. 
72

 e.g. Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3175, 3188, 3192. 
73

 OHC, B33/F13/1. 
74

 Ibid. PAR 234/7/E/1. 
75

 Ibid. NWB IX/15. 
76

 Ibid. tithe award. 
77

 Ibid. O 164/2/D/1; ibid. PAR 234/7/E/1; Sale Cat., Crowsley Park Estate (1844). 
78

 TNA, IR 18/7789, pp. 40–50. 
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of the main landowners,79 and though there was no immediate change in farming methods 

consolidation of holdings made cropping easier.80 In 1839 around 70 per cent of the parish 

remained arable, with a little less than 20 per cent meadow and pasture, and the remainder 

mainly beech woodland and common.  

 From the 1850s there were typically seven to nine main holdings.81 Most were held 

by tenants, although later in the century several farms were kept in hand by resident owners 

and managed by bailiffs, amongst them Frieze farm as the home farm for the Crowsley 

estate.82 Agricultural land was augmented in the 1860s by the inclosure of Binfield Heath, 

initiated by Henry Baskerville and supported by Sir Robert Phillimore,83 and despite the 

national agricultural difficulties of the 1870s onwards there was some investment in 

infrastructure, notably by resident landowners wanting to move farmyards away from their 

houses. Thus in 1889 Robert Harrison replaced the old farm buildings at Shiplake Court with 

a substantial new model farm and labourers’ cottages west of the Henley road,84 while 

c.1900 Sir Walter Phillimore moved Shiplake House’s farmstead to New Cross.85 Harrison 

kept his farm in hand, though after his death in 1924 his bailiff Edmund Doble took over as 

tenant.86 By the end of the 19th century dairying predominated, and in 1914 the parish had 

(with neighbouring Harpsden) the highest percentage of arable land under oats in the 

county, and the highest percentage of permanent pasture to the cultivated area south of 

Nuneham Courtenay.87 At Crowsley farming continued to be combined with game keeping: 

in 1892 the park had 200 deer, and oak fencing was being upgraded to iron.88  

 The state of farming in the early 20th century was mixed, and in 1927 all rents on the 

Crowsley estate were said to be ‘inadequate’ and many of them ‘merely nominal’.89 The 

Phillimores were more professional in their estate management, and in the 1930s conducted 

successful experiments in burning charcoal in portable kilns.90 Farms remained mostly fairly 

small, and were still held by a mix of tenants and owner-occupiers;91 in 1928 four of the eight 

farmers had holdings of less than 150 a., while one woman ran a poultry farm, and two 

                                                           
79

 OHC, NWB XXVI/1–2.  
80

 TNA, IR 18/7789, pp. 28–32. 
81

 Census, 1851 and later; Oxon. trade directories (various edns). 
82

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883 and later edns). 
83

 The Shiplake Magazine (Jan. 1864). 
84

 OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LVII.5 (1  872 and 1898 edns); datestone (1889) on barn; OHC, 

RDC8/8/Y1/19/27 (plans for new dairy at Shiplake House Farm, 1906); Sale Cat., Shiplake Court 
(1921). 
85

 OS maps 1:2500, Oxon. LVII.5 (1898 and 1913 edns); OHC, DV XII/55.  
86

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1924 and 1928). For Doble: Oxford Times, 24 June 1960. 
87

 Orr, Oxon. Agric. statistical plates. 
88

 J. Whitaker, A Descriptive List of the Deer-Parks and Paddocks of England (1892), 120. 
89

 Sale Cat., Crowsley Park Estate (1927): copy in Bodl., with accompanying letter. 
90

 Ford, Description of Binfield Heath, 37–8; T.B. Scotcher, An English Village in Wartime (1945).  
91

 OHC, DV XII/55.  
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others were in partnership producing angora rabbit fur.92 Shiplake station was used to 

transport agricultural produce and timber.93 In the early 1940s farmers continued to focus on 

dairying (many of them keeping pedigree jersey herds), and the bulk of the parish’s farmland 

remained under grass and fodder crops despite some ploughing for the war effort.94 The only 

substantial arable acreages were at Shiplake Court farm and Bishoplands, both of which 

(like Lashbrook farm) supported sheep flocks as well as cows.95 The grounds of large 

houses such as Haileywood and Holmwood were used to produce fruit and vegetables,96 

and members of the Women’s Land Army made a substantial contribution to wartime 

agricultural work in the parish.97 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the 1950s there were still seven farms, but by the end of the 20th century farming 

was dominated by the Phillimore estate and the Dobles, tenants of Shiplake farm. In 1958 

Fred Doble farmed 620 a. from Shiplake Court Farm, employing seven men to tend 160 a. of 

barley, 60 a. of wheat, and 40 a. of oats, plus fodder crops and grasses on irrigated flood 

meadows.98 Livestock included 55 dairy shorthorns, 16 Aberdeen Angus beef cows, 30–4  0 

store cattle, pigs, sheep, and chickens. Twenty years later the parish’s beef and dairy herds 

remained, but few other livestock were kept.99 In 1981 a major investment was made in 

modernizing and extending the dairy unit at Shiplake Court Farm (then 800 a.), in order to 

increase the herd from 95 to 130 cows.100 As milk prices fell, however, dairying ceased, first 
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Kelly’s Dir Oxon. (1928), 327. 
93 

Karau, Henley-on-Thames Branch, 98. 
94

 TNA, MAF 32/917/141. 
95

 For Lashbrook farm. ibid. MAF32/914/130. 
96

 Ibid.; OHC, CC3/4/C10/9. 
97

 Scotcher, ‘English Village in Wartime’. 
98

 Reading Mercury, 2 Aug. 1958. 
99

 TNA, MAF 68/5545 [for 1977]. 
100

 Farmers Weekly, 23 Feb. 1981. In 1995 the 1,300-a. farm had 155 Holstein Friesians, 94 followers 

and 75 beef cattle: ibid. 26 May 1995. 

 

Shiplake Farm (left) and outbuildings in 2016. 
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on the Phillimore estate in 1995, and then at Shiplake Court farm in 2011. In 2016 Shiplake 

farm totalled 1,400 a., including rented and owner-occupied land in Shiplake and contract-

farmed land in the Rotherfields. Stephen Doble employed two men to manage 160 beef 

cattle, and arable under wheat (500 a.), barley, pasture, rape, linseed and poppies.101 Crops 

were sold to co-operatives. The Phillimore farm, based in Dunsden Green, was then also 

arable-focussed, with woodland managed for stewardship more than profit.102  

 

Mills, Crafts, and Retailing 

 

A mill at Lashbrook was mentioned in 1086 but was apparently derelict, its site worth 10s.103 

At Shiplake, a mill called Crochala (or Crochale) was mentioned c.1180–c.1224 and Cut mill 

c.1242,104 and in 1497 Thomas Englefield let Shiplake mills with their mill house, land, lock, 

weirs and fishery for 21 years to Robert Randolph of Sonning and his son, at a rent of £4 a 

year for the first 14 years, and £4 13s. 4d. thereafter.105 A 14-year lease was given in 1504 

to the Henley innholder John Boterell.106 In 1723 and 1753 there were five corn mills by 

Cotterrels lock, but before 1769 they had been reduced to two,107 and by 1774 one of the 

surviving mills had been converted to a paper mill.108 In 1834 that was let for £100 a year 

and the corn mill for £75,109 and by 1881 Theophilus Neighbour employed 14 people in his 

paper-making business, including five women.110 Milling ceased at the beginning of the 20th 

century.111 

There is little evidence of early craft or retail activities, though by the 17th century 

blacksmiths were well represented,112 and there was also a tailor and a hoop maker.113 

Tailors, carpenters, victuallers and bakers were all mentioned in the 18th century.114 The 

Plough (later Plowden Arms) at Shiplake Cross and the Bottle and Glass on Binfield Heath 

were both established by the 1760s,115 and several other drinking houses were set up in the 
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19th century.116 In 1811 there were reportedly 30 families chiefly employed in trade or crafts, 

compared with 55 in agriculture.117  

 Craft and retail activity expanded further in the second half of the 19th century, partly 

reflecting the increasing presence of middle-class incomers and tourists.118 By the 1860s 

paper-making was a leading craft employment alongside brickmaking, carpentry and wood 

sawing,119 while a brick, tile and pipe works established north-east of Shiplake Row c.1869 

operated until 1935.120 Local builders helped meet demand for new housing,121 one in 1871 

employing as many as 13 people.122 A Lashbrook fellmonger also employed two or three 

men.123 Four or five pubs and beer houses included one at Widmore, and there were shops 

at Binfield and Shiplake.124 Other non-agricultural activities included fishing, partly under 

lordly control as it had been since the Middle Ages.125 By the 1880s The Plough at Shiplake 

was described as a ‘hotel’ and, along with the White Hart at Shiplake Row, offered 

accommodation for boating and fishing parties,126 while a refreshment room in Lashbrook 

was mentioned in 1903.127 Other early 20th-century businesses at Lower Shiplake and 

Lashbrook included a boat yard, a motor garage (1920s), a plumber, and two decorators,128 

while small market-gardening and nursery businesses sold produce in Reading and more 

locally.129 Some retrenchment followed in the mid to later 20th century, and though early 

21st-century businesses included four pubs, two stores with sub-post offices, two small 

garages, and a butcher,130 by then most residents shopped in Henley.  

                                                           
116

 PO Dir. Oxon (1854); Dutton, Allen & Co. Dir. Oxon. (1863); Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883). 
117

 Census, 1811. 
118

 Below, social hist. 
119

 TNA, RG9/882. 
120

 HER, PRN 11888; Henley Advertiser 20 Jan 1900, p. 4; ‘A History of Shiplake Kiln’ (pamhlet (1980) 

in OHC). Earlier production is suggested by the 1698 field-name ‘Brickplott’ (Climenson, Hist. 
Shiplake, 285). 
121

 Dutton, Allen, & Co's Dir. Oxon. (1863), 169; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883 and later edns). 
122

 TNA, RG10/1426 (John Sadler). 
123

 Ibid. RG9/882 (1861); RG11/1489 (1881); Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1887). 
124

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883 and later edns); OHC, E7/D/24 (grocer at Binfield, 1866). 
125

 Cart. of Missenden Abbey, III, no. 672; Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3162 (fishing rights let for £4 a year, 

1685); OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 57/3/10 and 166/4/73; Bodl. GA Oxon b 92* (1); Berks RO, 
D/EE/T25A. 
126

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883 and later edns). 
127

 Ibid. (1903 edn).  
128

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (various edns). 
129

 Henley Advertiser 1 July 1905, p. 8; VCH Oxon. 16, 251; Kelly’s Henley Dir. (1938). 
130

 Doble et al., Binfield Heath, Crowsley, Shiplake Cross, Lower Shiplake Millennium Project; local 

info. 


