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Manor Courts 

 

Courts for Mapledurham Gurney and Mapledurham Chazey manors were held from the 

Middle Ages to the 17th century or later,1 their apparent demise coinciding with the phasing 

out of customary tenure. Incomplete records for Mapledurham Gurney survive from 1397 to 

1693, detailing both courts baron (held in the 15th century just two or three times a year), 

and annual views of frankpledge.2 The latter formally belonged to the honor of Wallingford, 

and were convened apparently by the honor’s deputy steward; the profits, however, save for 

6s. 8d. cert money, went to the lords of Mapledurham Gurney, perhaps reflecting a grant of 

1200 freeing Hugh Gournay V and his men from shire and hundred courts.3 No medieval 

records survive for the Chazey manor court, which in 1313 produced just 2s. profit,4 and 

after the Blounts purchased Chazey manor in 1582 the courts were combined. The Chazey 

tithing, in Langtree hundred, attended the honorial view at North Stoke and Checkendon 

until Sir Richard Blount obtained leet jurisdiction for Chazey manor in 1617.5 Manorial 

officials included the constables mentioned in 1377,6 while a royal gallows established by the 

13th century was commemorated by the name Gallow field (recorded in 1493).7  

 

Parish and Vestry Government 

 

A churchwarden (presumably one of two) was recorded in 1467,8 two overseers of the poor 

from the 1690s,9 and surveyors of highways from the 1760s,10 all of them presumably 
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appointed by the vestry. The office of parish clerk was held for many years by Toby Matthew 

(d. 1674), who was latterly an inmate in the almshouse, and was a son of the vicar Thomas 

Matthew (1576–1630).11 No vestry minutes survive before 1854,12 though the vestry 

presumably played an important role much earlier, especially once the manor court had 

ceased. A small fire engine dating apparently to 1743 has long been kept in the Blount 

aisle.13 

The parish belonged from 1834 to Bradfield Poor Law Union, and from 1894 (when a 

parish council was formed)14 to Goring Rural District. Thenceforth the district and parish 

councils shared civil functions in the usual way, while a parochial church council oversaw 

management of the church,15 the parish council being led by the Blounts (and briefly by 

Algernon Mills as lessee of Mapledurham House) until 1937.16 In 1932 the parish was 

transferred to Henley Rural District, and in 1974 to South Oxfordshire District,17 while in 1977 

its built-up south-eastern edge was transferred to the borough of Reading.18 
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