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Manor Courts and Officers 

 

A halmote mentioned in the late 12th century was succeeded by a manor court in the 13th, 

when (as later) it probably elected a constable. Court profits in 1286 were worth 20s. a year.1 

Tenants of both the de Vere and Pipard shares of the manor probably attended a single 

session of the court baron, which was nominally held every three weeks and dealt with the 

lord’s seigneurial jurisdiction. Leet jurisdiction, however, belonged by the 13th century to the 

manor’s overlords the earls of Pembroke, who held annual views of frankpledge at their 

manor and hundred of Bampton. The Pipards themselves were excused attendance at the 

hundred and county courts, but in 1356 Ralph Restwold claimed that Crowmarsh’s other 

tenants had attended the Bampton court ‘time out of mind’; a steward heard presentments 

there from the Crowmarsh tithingman, while the lord of Bampton received 2s. of the court’s 

profits, and the lord of Crowmarsh the rest. Despite this apparently long-standing 

arrangement, the Black Prince unsuccessfully asserted that Crowmarsh owed suit to the 

honor of Wallingford’s court as part of the 4½ Chiltern hundreds, over which he claimed 

jurisdiction.2 In the event the right to hold a view of frankpledge and court baron for 

Crowmarsh passed to the Restwolds and to their 17th-century successors the Gregorys,3 

until in the early 19th century new owners of the honor of Ewelme (as the honor of 

Wallingford’s successor) reinstated their claims, requiring the Crowmarsh constable and 

tithingman to attend the honor’s revived court at Checkendon. Those courts lapsed c.1848.4 

 

Parish Government and Officers 

Crowmarsh had two churchwardens (sometimes later reduced to one) by 1530,5 and by the 

18th century prominent local farmers often served for several years. Their income came 
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chiefly from rates and from an endowment of 2 a. towards church repairs, while outgoings 

(besides church maintenance) included the parish clerk’s salary.6 Overseers of the poor 

were also appointed by the vestry, which in the 19th century met at the school. 

Responsibility for law and order passed before 1871 from a petty constable appointed by the 

vestry to a resident police constable belonging to the county force, and by the 1880s–90s, 

when primary responsibility for the poor had passed to Wallingford Poor Law Union, there 

were six parish overseers, together with a single waywarden in place of earlier surveyors of 

highways.7 

 Under the 1894 Local Government Act the vestry was succeeded by a parish council 

of five with reduced powers. It appointed two overseers (one of whom also served as parish 

clerk) and a waywarden, and before the First World War dealt with such matters as water 

supply, street lighting, maintenance of footpaths, and the covering of the boundary ditch 

between Crowmarsh and Newnham.8 Following the parish’s expansion in 1932 council 

membership was increased, and by the 1980s seven members represented a ward covering 

Crowmarsh, Newnham, and Mongewell, and three others a ward for North Stoke.9 In 2016 

(when there were twelve members) the council’s responsibilities included management of 

the recreation ground, distribution of grants, and planning decisions.10 A joint parochial 

church council for Crowmarsh and Newnham was created following the union of the 

ecclesiastical parishes in 1907–8, and in 2016 there were still two churchwardens.11 

 The parish belonged from 1894 to the newly formed Crowmarsh rural district, and 

from 1932 to Henley rural district, becoming part of the new South Oxfordshire district in 

1974.12 In 2016 the parish lay partly within the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty.13 
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