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Until its incorporation into Crowmarsh in 1932 Mongewell was a sparsely settled rural parish 

of 1,654 a., stretching some 6½ miles from the river Thames on the west as far as 

Rotherfield Peppard on the far side of the Chiltern uplands.1 A medieval village close to the 

river was substantially deserted c.1300, leaving the manor house and church, a nearby mill 

and rectory house, and perhaps a few other buildings. All were incorporated into the newly 

landscaped Mongewell Park in the later 18th century, and in the mid 19th around half the 

parish’s 30-odd houses were sited in that area, although no village was re-established. 

Settlement was otherwise confined to isolated farmsteads and cottages scattered across the 

wooded Chiltern hills, some of which replaced medieval predecessors. From 1953 to 1997 

the manor house and much of the park were occupied by a private Jewish boarding school 

(Carmel College), which erected numerous additional buildings, and in 2017 the site was 

under redevelopment for housing. The church, disused after the benefice’s union with North 

Stoke and Ipsden in 1927, fell into ruin, and though it was later partially restored it was 

declared redundant in 1981.2 

 

  

Mongewell manor (broken up in 1918) extended high into the hills, and agriculture 

dominated the economy into the 20th century, when access became easier and the parish’s 

tranquil and secluded setting began to attract wealthy incomers. Long before then most 

                                            
1
 OHC, tithe map; OS Area Book (1878); cf. Census, 1831–41, estimating 1,650 a. This account was 

written in 2017 and revised in 2019. 
2
 Below, settlement; landownership; relig. hist. 
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Carmel College synagogue (built 1963) in Mongewell Park, seen across the artificial lake which 
separates the college site from Mongewell church. Both the college and the synagogue closed in 1997 
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inhabitants relied for basic services on nearby towns and villages – Wallingford to the west, 

and Nettlebed and Stoke Row to the east – while dispersed settlement and lack of parish 

amenities added further to the lack of a strong parochial identity.3 

 

LANDSCAPE, SETTLEMENT, AND BUILDINGS 

 

Parish Boundaries 

 

 

 

 

As with many neighbouring Chiltern places, the ancient parish’s elongated shape took in 

riverside meadows, former open fields, and upland wood pasture, suggesting deliberate 

planning when the Mongewell estate (separated probably from North Stoke) was first 

created in the late Anglo-Saxon period.4 When mapped in the 19th century the parish’s (and 

county’s) western boundary followed the west bank of the Thames, while the northern 

boundary with Newnham Murren ran along the Iron-Age Grim’s Ditch as far as Mongewell 

Woods near the top of the Chiltern scarp. From there it diverted south-eastwards, passing 

close to Ridgeway (formerly Upper House) and English Farms and eventually joining English 

                                            
3
 Below, econ. hist.; social hist. 

4
 Above, vol. intro. (Anglo-Saxon settlement); below, landownership; econ. hist. 

Mongewell ancient parish (abolished in 1932 and incorporated into Crowmarsh) 
stretched from the Thames to the Chilterns. Source: K. Tiller and G. Darkes (eds), An 
Historical Atlas of Oxfordshire (ORS 67, 2010). 
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Lane, which it followed to Witheridge Hill in Rotherfield Greys. Boundaries in the south-east 

separated woods in Mongewell from those in Greys and Rotherfield Peppard, before turning 

north-westwards to the edge of Stoke Row in Ipsden. From there the boundary ran roughly 

parallel to Cox’s and Whitcalls Lanes, passing through fields and woods to the Reading road 

or Port Way, and thence (along the boundary with North Stoke) back to the Thames. 

Indentations along the stretch west of Icknield Way suggest that it originally followed open-

field furlongs.5 

 In 1932 Mongewell was incorporated (with Crowmarsh Gifford, Newnham Murren, 

and North Stoke) into the new civil parish of Crowmarsh, save for 148 a. in the far south-east 

taken into Rotherfield Greys.6 Following further changes to Crowmarsh, Ipsden, Nuffield, and 

Stoke Row parishes in 1952 and 1992, only a few short stretches of the ancient parish 

boundary still marked parish perimeters, principally sections running through or adjoining 

upland woods.7 The parish’s ecclesiastical boundaries were altered in 1849, 1927, and 

1993, when Mongewell ecclesiastical parish was formally dissolved.8 

 

Landscape 

 

  

 

 

The parish lies chiefly on chalk, overlain on the Thames floodplain by patches of river gravel, 

and on the high ground in the east by a mantle of clay-with-flints.9 The church and former 

manor house site both lie on the floodplain gravels at c.45 m., beyond which the ground 

                                            
5
 OHC, tithe map; OS Maps 6”, Oxon. XLIX.SE, L.NW, LII.NE, LIII.NW, SW and SE (1883 and later 

edns); cf. below, econ. hist. (agric. landscape). 
6
 Census, 1931; VCH Oxon. XVI, 266; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, landscape etc. (par. bdies). 

7
 Census, 1961; South Oxon. (Parishes) Order 1992; OS Map 1:25000, sheet 171 (2009 edn). 

8
 Below, relig. hist. (paroch. organizn). 

9
 Geol. Surv. Map 1:50000 (solid and drift), sheet 254 (1980 edn); Young, Oxon. Agric. 9. 

On the lower ground in the west Mongewell’s landscape was much more open than in 
the densely wooded eastern uplands. 
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rises steeply to a plateau of open ground at c.90 metres. There the chalky loams around 

Sheepcote Farm were well suited to traditional sheep-and-corn husbandry. Beyond Icknield 

Way the Chiltern scarp climbs to 200 m. at Ridgeway Farm, the upland’s enclosed fields and 

pastures intermixed with extensive woodland. The woods continue on the dip slope, and are 

particularly dense from Oakingham Bottom (at 150 m.) to Greyhone Wood (at 110 m.), which 

occupies the dry valley bordering Rotherfield Greys.10 As elsewhere in the Chilterns, old 

chalk pits studded the parish especially in the hills.11 

 The spring or stream from which Mongewell is named12 was probably that which 

flows into the Thames near the church, and which feeds the large former millpond nearby. 

Flooding in that area remained an occasional problem, but was alleviated when a second 

small lake was created near the church in the 1960s.13 In the chalk uplands water remained 

scarce. A 13th-century tenant given access to a private rain-water pit was permitted to water 

his livestock there and to supply his house,14 and inhabitants continued to depend on wells, 

ponds, and rain-water tanks even after the introduction of mains water in the early 20th 

century.15 Mains water was supplied from pipes laid by the Goring & Streatley District Gas & 

Water Co. in 1905, although even in the Mongewell Park area some houses remained 

unconnected until later, amongst them (until 1915) the schoolmaster’s house.16 

 

Communications 

 

The parish is crossed by several long-distance north–south routes of ancient standing, from 

Watery Lane on the west – now a Thames-side bridleway linking Crowmarsh Gifford with 

North Stoke – through to a short stretch of Timbers Lane in the eastern uplands, part of an 

ancient ridgeway following the top of the Chiltern scarp.17 The most important, just east of 

Mongewell Park, are the Reading road (the modern A4074) and its south-westwards branch 

to South Stoke (the B4009), which by the 15th century were known respectively as the 

‘Reading way’ and the ‘Goring way’.18 The Reading road was also the ‘port’ (i.e. market) 

                                            
10

 OS Map 1:25000, sheet 171 (2009 edn); below, econ. hist. (agric. landscape). 
11

 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LIII.1 (1898 edn). 
12

 PN Oxon. I, 48; below (prehist. settlement). 
13

 Below, landownership (manor ho.); econ. hist. (milling); W. Allnatt, Rambles in the Neighbourhood 
of Wallingford (1873), 5–6. For flooding, TNA, AIR 29/1595; Young, Oxon. Agric. 273. 
14

 OHC, P400/D/1. 
15

 For upland wells, ponds, and tanks, OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LIII.1, LIII.6 (1898 edn); Sale Cat., 
Outlying Portions of Fleming Est. (1913), lots 14, 16: copy in OHC; Sale Cat., Upper House Farm 
(1925). For piped water in 1941, TNA, MAF 32/911/127, no. 15; MAF 32/916/226, no. 10. 
16

 OHC, S177/1/A1/2, 28 Sept. 1906, 17 May 1915; ibid. PC80/A1/1, 17 Apr. 1905. 
17

 Jefferys, Oxon. Map (1767); OS Map 1:25000, sheet 171 (2009 edn). For Timbers Lane, VCH 
Oxon. XVIII, 6, 344. 
18

 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. b 41, f. 42. 
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way,19 and although it was never turnpiked the stretch from Mongewell to Mapledurham was 

designated a main road by Henley Highway Board in 1891.20 The ancient Icknield Way, of 

Roman or pre-Roman origin,21 crosses the parish further east at the foot of the Chiltern 

scarp, surviving as a minor metalled road past a group of 18th-century cottages. An 

intersecting road from Crowmarsh Gifford continues south-east to Hailey (in Ipsden), 

although a south-westwards branch to North Stoke was stopped up in 1803,22 along with 

another connecting road along the west side of Wicks Wood.23 Watery Lane itself was 

mentioned (as Bacon’s Lane) in 1479, when it passed beneath (subter) the manorial 

buildings of ‘Mongewell Court’.24 In 1688 the section where it crossed the bridge over the 

millpond may have needed repair, and in 1919 it was used by steam engines to access 

water supplies.25 

  

 West–east routes linking the valley with the Chiltern uplands existed presumably 

from an early date, although as none were mapped in the 18th century and only 

disconnected stretches in 1840,26 they were evidently minor. Grim’s Ditch (now part of a 

public recreational trail) was called the ‘old way’ in 966,27 and was used occasionally in the 

19th and early 20th century, including by gypsies. A part was reinstated in 1919 after a local 

                                            
19

 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. XLIX.15 (1877 edn); below, Newnham Murren, landscape etc. 
(communics). 
20

 OHC, CC3/4/C11/28. 
21

 Above, vol. intro. (communics). 
22

 OHC, QSH/1803/T8–12; Jefferys, Oxon. Map (1767); Davis, Oxon. Map (1797); Bryant, Oxon. Map 
(1824). 
23

 OHC, Cal. QS, VIII, 641–2; ibid. QSH/1803/T4–7. 
24

 Cooke, Mapledurham, 56; below, Newnham Murren, landscape etc. (communics). 
25

 OHC, Cal. QS, IX, 385; ibid. RDC4/1/A1/6, p. 36. 
26

 Jefferys, Oxon. Map (1767); OHC, tithe map. 
27

 Sawyer S.738 (Newnham Murren bounds); below, Newnham Murren, landscape etc. 

In the west the Goring and Reading roads were the main north–south routes, while in the east 
English Lane followed the parish boundary. From Thomas Jefferys’ map of 1767. 
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farmer ploughed it up.28 A partly parallel route from Mongewell Park through to Witheridge 

Hill is in places also medieval,29 but in the early 21st century remained only partly metalled.30 

Road gravel laid along its length at Woodhouse Farm by the rural district council in 1919 

failed to set during dry weather, damaging rubber-tyred lorries collecting timber, while the 

stretch from Sheepcote Farm to Hailey Road was recognized as an occasional footpath and 

bridleway in 1920.31 

In 1973–4 Mongewell’s section of the Reading road was widened and realigned, 

destroying a 10-m. stretch of Grim’s Ditch and an 18th-century icehouse,32 while in 1988–93 

part of the Wallingford bypass (the A4130) was constructed through the northern edge of 

Mongewell Park, destroying a further small section of the Ditch.33 Footpaths in Mongewell 

Park itself were reordered from 1888 as part of a wider remodelling of the house and 

grounds.34 

No local carriers are recorded, and the nearest railway stations (opened in 1840 and 

1866 respectively) were at Goring c.4¾ miles to the south, and at Wallingford across the 

river, accessed via the bridge from Crowmarsh Gifford.35 Post was delivered through 

Wallingford by the 1840s, while nearer post offices were opened at Crowmarsh Gifford in the 

1860s and at Stoke Row in the 1890s, the latter serving the upland areas. By the 1890s a 

wall letter box was installed on Watery Lane.36 

 

Population 

 

Mongewell’s population has never been large, particularly after the village itself was 

substantially depopulated c.1300. In 1086 there were 23 tenant households on Mongewell 

manor, concentrated probably in the west of the parish below the Chiltern scarp, and 

comprising in all perhaps 100–120 inhabitants.37 The number of tenants holding directly from 

the lord remained much the same in 1279, suggesting little population growth: 6 (including 

the rector) were free tenants, and may not all have been resident, while 16 others were 

                                            
28

 OHC, RDC4/1/A1/6, pp. 13, 17, 24, 200. 
29

 Ibid. P400/D/1 (Wicks Wood). 
30

 OS Map 1:25000, sheet 171 (2009 edn). 
31

 OHC, RDC4/1/A1/6, pp. 8–9, 14, 24–5, 57. 
32

 J. Hinchcliffe, ‘Excavations at Grim’s Ditch, Mongewell, 1974’, Oxoniensia 40 (1975), 122–4; SMA 4 
(1974), 29; Oxf. Mail, 15 Apr. 1976; OS Map 1:10000, SU 68 NW (1972 and 1993 edns). 
33

 SMA 18 (1988), 82; 23 (1993), 59–60; OS Map 1:25000, sheet 171 (2009 edn). 
34

 OHC, PAR177/2/A1/1, 6 Apr. 1889; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. XLIX.15 (1877–1912 edns); below, 
landownership (manor ho.). 
35

 Above, vol. intro. (communics); below, Goring. 
36

 PO Dir. Oxon. (1847 and later edns); Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883 and later edns); OS Map 1:2500, 
Oxon. XLIX.15 (1912 edn). 
37

 VCH Oxon. I, 426 (including a miles or ‘knight’); below (medieval and later settlement). 
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unfree. Probably they included the 15 men obliged to work on the lord’s demesne at certain 

times of the year, although the phrasing is ambiguous, and some could have been recruited 

from unrecorded subtenants or other inhabitants.38 

Marked depopulation during the late 13th and early 14th century coincided with the 

apparent near-desertion of the village around the church and manor house.39 Only 6 

taxpayers were noted in 1306 and 4 in 1316, falling to 2 by 1327,40 while in 1377 (after the 

Black Death) only a dozen adults aged over 14 paid poll tax, falling to 5 (probably through 

evasion) in 1379, and to 4 in 1381.41 In 1428 the parish was still reckoned to have fewer than 

10 households, and only 5–7 taxpayers were recorded in 1524–5, and 3 in 1544.42 

The obligatory protestation oath of 1642 was sworn by 18 men including the rector, 7 

servants, and 10 other inhabitants,43 suggesting an adult population of c.20–36 scattered 

throughout the parish. Seven households paid hearth tax in 1662, and 42 adults were 

reported in 1676,44 while 18th-century rectors estimated a total of 7 houses in 1738, 9 in 

1759–68, and 10 in 1771–4, perhaps omitting some in the far south-east.45 By 1801 house-

building by the lord Shute Barrington (d. 1826) had increased the number of houses to 21 

(accommodating a population of 125), and numbers rose until 1841 when there were 202 

people in 34 dwellings. Thereafter the population generally fell despite some occasional 

short-term recoveries, to 148 in 1881 and to 143 in 1901, when 21 of the parish’s 31 houses 

lay between the river and Woodhouse Farm, and the rest in the south-eastern hills between 

Ridgeway (formerly Upper House) Farm and Witheridge Hill.46 Following another small rise 

to 170 (in 36 houses) by 1911, the population fell to 129 in 31 houses by the time of the 

parish’s incorporation into Crowmarsh in 1932.47 

 Sporadic house-building increased the number of households in the south-eastern 

uplands to c.17 by the late 1950s. Thereafter (apart from a few scattered dwellings) new 

development was concentrated chiefly in Mongewell Park near the river, where Carmel 

College boarding school provided accommodation for at least 21 staff by 1967.48 An 

                                            
38

 Rot. Hund. II, 775; below, econ. hist. (medieval farming). 
39

 Below (medieval and later settlement). 
40

 TNA, E 179/161/8–10. 
41

 Poll Taxes 1377–81, ed. Fenwick, II, 295, 299; III, 557. 
42

 Feudal Aids, VI, 371; TNA, E 179/161/195; E 179/161/201; E 179/162/233. 
43

 Prot. Retns, 102. 
44

 TNA, E 179/255/4, f. 213; Hearth Tax Oxon. 3–4; Compton Census, ed. Whiteman, 424. 
45

 Secker’s Visit. 105; OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 556, f. 117; d 559, f. 121; d 562, f. 137; d 565, f. 21. 
46

 Census, 1801–1901; TNA, RG 13/1140; below (medieval and later settlement). 
47

 Census, 1911–31; above (par. bdies). 
48

 Oxon. Dir. (1958–9); Blair’s Dir. Oxon. (1967); below (medieval and later settlement). 
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estimated 47 households lived in the Mongewell Park area in 2017, when further house 

building there was planned.49 

 

Settlement 

 

Prehistoric, Roman, and Anglo-Saxon Settlement 

 

Neolithic and Bronze-Age activity between the Thames and Icknield Way is suggested by 

finds of flint tools and other artefacts,50 and the area may have been occupied seasonally 

before more permanent settlements emerged during the Iron Age.51 The late Iron-Age Grim’s 

Ditch – a probable tribal boundary intended to control movement northwards – lies along the 

parish’s northern edge. Its west end was constructed across long-standing ploughed fields, 

with domestic occupation indicated by clusters of postholes and D-shaped enclosures,52 and 

though prehistoric activity in the hills is less well evidenced, Iron-Age pottery has also been 

found at Mongewell Woods.53 A single 4th-century coin and a few pottery sherds from 

lowland sites suggest only a limited Roman presence, despite occupation in Crowmarsh 

Gifford and Ipsden.54 

 Around twenty skeletons discovered along Grim’s Ditch near the Reading road are 

undated, and have been variously attributed to both the Iron Age and the Anglo-Saxon 

period.55 The Ditch itself served as the northern boundary of the Anglo-Saxon estate at 

Mongewell created by the late 10th century, which (as with neighbouring Newnham) was 

probably conterminous with the later parish.56 The place name (which is also Anglo-Saxon) 

means Munda’s stream or spring, suggesting an initial focus of settlement to the west of the 

Chiltern scarp, where a stream flows into the Thames near the medieval church and 

adjacent manor house site.57 The uplands probably carried most of the estate’s extensive 

woodland, while in the far south-east Mongewell’s portion of the dip slope measured no 

                                            
49

 ‘Crowmarsh Parish Neighbourhood Plan’ (2017): www.crowmarshgifford.org.uk (accessed Nov. 
2017). 
50

 HER, PRN 15525, 15530, 15548, 15462, 15464, 15466–70; VCH Oxon. I, 242, 244, 265. 
51

 A.M. Cromarty et al., The Archaeology of the Wallingford Bypass 1986–92 (2006), 196–7. 
52

 G. Lambrick et al., The Thames Through Time: the Archaeology of the Gravel Terraces of the 
Upper and Middle Thames. The Thames Valley in Late Prehistory, 1500 BC–AD 50 (2009), 70, 153–
4, 257, 369–70. 
53

 HER, PRN 13534; Oxon. Atlas, pp. 10–15. 
54

 HER, PRN 7697, 15462, 27974; Cromarty et al., Wallingford Bypass, 235; above, Crowmarsh, 
Ipsden, landscape etc. (prehist. settlement). 
55

 HER, PRN 2194; P. Booth et al., The Thames Through Time: the Archaeology of the Gravel 
Terraces of the Upper and Middle Thames. The Early Historical Period, AD 1–1000 (2007), 96. 
56

 Sawyer S.738; S.1484; below, Newnham Murren, landscape etc. (par. bdies). 
57

 PN Oxon. I, 48; Oxon. Atlas, pp. 22–3. 
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more than c.650 m. across at its widest, and was probably still unsettled by the time of 

Domesday Book.58 

 

Medieval and Later Settlement   

 

Settlement probably remained concentrated in the west of the parish until c.1300, within a 

presumed village close to the church and adjoining manor house.59 The foundations of a 

possible brewhouse or communal oven have been excavated on the parish’s northern 

boundary adjoining Grim’s Ditch, along with associated 11th- to 15th-century pottery;60 

otherwise the village’s extent is uncertain, and by the early 14th century it appears to have 

been largely deserted, perhaps as part of a planned reorganization.61 Remaining buildings 

(besides the church) included the manor house itself – called ‘Mongewell Court’ in 1479, 

when it adjoined Watery Lane62 – and presumably the nearby mill and rectory house, both 

probably already on their later sites.63 Scattered settlement in the Chiltern hills was 

established by the 13th century and probably earlier, apparently occupied exclusively by free 

tenants. One freehold in the 1270s lay at Greyhone on the dip slope near Rotherfield 

Peppard,64 while another belonged to Thomas de la Wyk, whose name may indicate 

habitation near Wicks Wood and the later Woodhouse Farm.65 The byname Boveton (‘above 

the village’) suggests outlying dwellings closer to the main settlement, while the local Lane 

family were named perhaps from a village street, or from an unidentified lane elsewhere in 

the parish.66 Some surviving houses on the uplands (amongst them Woodhouse and 

Ridgeway Farms) are of 17th-century origin,67 and Old Place and Rose Cottage (at 

Witheridge Hill) were both mapped in 1725, the former having perhaps originated as a 

squatter’s cottage on the edge of Greyhone Wood.68 

                                            
58

 Above (par. bdies; landscape); below, econ. hist. 
59

 Particularly as the majority were customary tenants owing service on the demesne: above (popn); 
below, econ. hist. (medieval farming); social hist. (Middle Ages). 
60

 SMA 18 (1988), 82; Cromarty et al., Wallingford Bypass, 176–9. 
61

 Above (popn); below, econ. hist. (medieval farming); social hist. (Middle Ages); cf. K.J. Allison, 
M.W. Beresford and J.G. Hurst, The Deserted Villages of Oxfordshire (1965), 41. 
62

 Cooke, Mapledurham, 56. 
63

 Below, econ. hist. (milling); relig. hist. (rectory ho.). 
64

 Below, landownership (other estates). 
65

 Rot. Hund. II, 775; OHC, P400/D/1; Oxon. Fines, p. 221. 
66

 Rot. Hund. II, 775; Oxon. Eyre, 1241, p. 166. 
67

 Below (built character). 
68

 Stonor Map (1725); A. Spencer-Harper, Dipping into the Wells (1999), 395–401. Cf. Jefferys, Oxon. 
Map (1767). 
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The area around the church and manor house was landscaped by Shute Barrington 

(as lord) in the late 18th century, the resulting Mongewell Park extending from the river to the 

Reading and Goring roads, and taking in the mill and rectory house.69 Mongewell Farm, on 

the park’s eastern edge, may have been rebuilt or remodelled around the same time,70 and 

Barrington additionally built at least six pairs of model cottages across the estate, some west 

of Mongewell Farm, and others at the outlying Sheepcote and Upper House Farms. His 

successor Uvedale Price added two further pairs at Forest Row along Icknield Way in 

1831.71 By the 1840s around half of the parish’s 30-odd inhabited houses lay west of the 

Reading road in or around the park, with a quarter further east between Sheepcote and 

Woodhouse Farms, and the rest on the dip slope between Ridgeway Farm and Witheridge 

Hill. Those within the park area included the mansion house with its entrance lodge and 

stables, the rectory and mill houses, Mongewell Farm, and several small groups of cottages, 

of which one housed a small school.72 Remodelling of the park from 1888 involved the 

mansion house’s rebuilding on a new site south of the stream, and the loss of five estate 

cottages. Two were replaced within a few years by new houses along the millpond’s 

southern edge, but even so in 1901 only two fifths of the parish’s households lay west of 

Reading Road, the reduction there accounting for much of the overall fall in Mongewell’s 

population.73 

                                            
69

 Below, landownership (manor ho.); Davis, Oxon. Map (1797). 
70

 NHLE, no. 1194125; below (built character). 
71

 Young, Oxon. Agric. 24–5 and plate IV; Pedgley, Crowmarsh, 43; Census, 1831. 
72

 OHC, tithe award and map; TNA, HO 107/882; below, social hist. (educ.). 
73

 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. XLIX.15 (1877–1912 edns); TNA, RG 12/986; RG 13/1140; below, 
landownership (manor ho.). 

Mongewell Park (created in the 18th century) encompasses the sites of the church and manor 
house, remnants of a largely deserted medieval village. Further east on the uplands, settlement 
comprised scattered farmhouses and cottages. From Richard Davis’s map of 1797. 
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From 1953 the development of Carmel College boarding school again concentrated 

population around Mongewell Park, although little was added in the way of general 

housing.74 Staff accommodation along Watery Lane was sold to private residents following 

the school’s closure in 1997, while private redevelopment of the main site in 2017 (by Comer 

Homes) was intended to provide 166 separate houses and apartments.75 Settlement 

elsewhere remained dispersed despite a few piecemeal additions.76 Three isolated dwellings 

were built on higher ground to the east of Reading Road in the late 1930s–40s,77 while at 

Oakingham Bottom and Newnhamhill Bottom on the Chiltern dip slope a few detached 

houses were built in grounds carved from surrounding woodland,78 supplementing one or 

two long-established dwellings just within the parish boundary at Witheridge Hill. On the 

higher ground between Sheepcote and Ridgeway Farms existing buildings were modernized 

and extended, but no new sites established. 

 

The Built Character 

 

The bulk of Mongewell’s pre-20th century buildings are farmhouses and cottages built in 

characteristic Chiltern style, using brick, flint, and clay tile, and dating chiefly from the 17th 

century or later. Timber framing survives at Ridgeway (formerly Upper House) Farm in the 

Chiltern uplands (below), and was probably much more widespread in the Middle Ages. The 

only dwellings taxed on more than three hearths in 1662 were the now-demolished rectory 

house (with seven hearths) and the manor house in Mongewell Park (with twelve),79 which 

was extended and remodelled in the late 18th or early 19th century, and replaced in 1890. A 

few large detached houses were built in disparate styles during the 20th century, while new 

buildings at Carmel College included some striking modernist additions alongside more 

mundane and functional structures. The only known medieval building is the heavily altered  

and now largely ruined church, its most striking feature a slender red-brick tower which was 

added as part of a gothic remodelling in 1791, during landscaping of the surrounding park.80 

                                            
74

 OS Maps 6”, SU 68 NW (1960 edn); 1:10000, SU 68 NW (1972 and 1993 edns). 
75

 SODC online planning docs, P11/W2357, design and access statement; below, landownership 
(manor ho.). 
76

 OHC, tithe map; OS Map 1:25000, sheet 171 (2009 edn); below (built character). 
77

 OHC, RDC8/2/A5/6, nos. 2081, 2303; RDC8/2/A5/7, no. 3916; SODC online planning docs, 
P48/H0057; P71/H0909; P13/S1462/FUL; below (built character). 
78

 e.g. Oakingham End, Forrigan, Donnelly: below, social hist. (since 1800). 
79

 TNA, E 179/255/4, f. 213; Hearth Tax Oxon. 3–4. 
80

 Below, landownership (manor ho.); relig. hist. (rectory ho.; church archit.). 
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Amongst older dwellings, Ridgeway Farm’s box timber-framing has been dated to 

1624–32, and though mostly oak includes an elm wall plate. The house itself (two-storeyed 

with a catslide outshut at the rear) is long and low with a typical lobby-entry plan, its two 

main ground-floor rooms flanking a massive central stack.81 Probably also 17th-century 

(though not recorded before the 18th) is the Crooked Billet public house near Stoke Row, 

which has a painted brick front beneath a plain-tile half-hipped roof with raking dormers and 

tall brick stacks and, inside, chamfered spine beams with ogee end stops, and a large 

inglenook fireplace.82 The brick-and-roughcast Woodhouse Farm may be of similar date, 

while Mongewell Farm (on the edge of the park) may have been rebuilt or refronted in the 

18th century, and features horizontal bands of brick and flint beneath a plain-tile roof broken 

by a central gabled dormer.83 Other farmhouses include Stoke Row Farm (mostly 18th-

century) and, further east on the dip slope, the 19th-century Whitcalls Farm (since 

demolished), which replaced a former field barn.84 The brick-built late 18th-century estate 

cottages erected by Shute Barrington (at around £100 each) were semi-detached and two-

storeyed, with a shared central stack incorporating bread ovens. As first built each dwelling 

had a main ground-floor room and a cellar, three upstairs rooms, and at the rear an 

additional outhouse under a catslide roof, together with an attached pigsty, privy, and 

                                            
81

 Vernacular Archit. 20 (1989), 47–8; cf. NHLE, no. 1059611 (describing it before removal c.1988 of a 
pebbledashed brick casing); SODC online planning docs, P88/W0327/LB. The house (formerly Upper 
House Fm) was renamed Ridgeway Fm in the late 20th century, after a new ‘Upper House Fm’ was 
built on the edge of Mongewell Woods. 
82

 NHLE, no. 1180667; OHC, POX0424122; Spencer-Harper, Dipping into the Wells, 150–3; below, 
social hist. (1500–1800). See also Rose Cottage (extended in the 1990s by the local architect 
Matthew Young): Sale Cat., Rose Cottage (1966): copy in OHC, PA STOKb/728.8; Spencer-Harper, 
Dipping into the Wells, 382–4; SODC online planning docs, P96/S0607. 
83

 NHLE, nos. 1059569 (Woodho. Fm), 1059587 (Mongewell Fm barn), 1194125 (Mongewell Fm); 
Country Life, 12 Aug. 1971; OHC, POX0414602. Interiors not inspected by VCH. 
84

 NHLE, no. 1180571 (Stoke Row Fm); Spencer-Harper, Dipping into the Wells, 316–18; OHC, tithe 
map, no. 151; below. 

The west front of Mongewell Farm (left) and Rose Cottage (right) 
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garden. Those at Forest Row were extensively remodelled in 1927, and have since been 

further improved and extended.85 

  

 

The 20th century saw more varied designs by established architects, commissioned 

mostly by wealthy incomers or for Carmel College.86 A timber bungalow built east of Reading 

Road in 1938 (to designs by David Booth and George Nuttall-Smith) was framed in fir, clad 

externally with wax paper and western red cedar, and internally with gypsum-plastered 

fibreboards.87 Rather grander but also timber-framed was a modernist-style single-storeyed 

residence built alongside the Mongewell Park millpond lake in 1958 to designs by Lionel 

Brett (later Lord Esher), its brick-clad, flat-roofed projecting wings flanking a central living 

room connected to the entrance hall by a sloping glass-walled bridge.88 It aged badly and 

was demolished in 2013, to be replaced by five striking glass-fronted houses designed by 

Carroll & Partners of Wallingford.89 Shute Barrington’s late 18th-century summerhouse on 

the lake’s southern side was remodelled in the 1950s–60s by the architect Hugh Vaux (d. 

1977) as a single-storey house renamed Lake Farm, retaining its original classical portico,90 

while in the 1960s several blocks of more mundane terraced housing, brick-built and felt-

roofed, were erected on the millpond’s western edge to house staff at Carmel College.91 The 

lavish neo-Georgian Oakingham House, on the Chiltern dip slope replacing Whitcalls Farm, 

was built in the 1980s–90s to designs by Philip Jebb (d. 1995), its symmetrical seven-bayed 

                                            
85

 Young, Oxon. Agric. 24–5 and plate IV; OHC, RDC4/3/Y2/1; SODC online planning docs, 
P50/H0102; P15/S1981/HH. 
86

 Below, social hist. (since 1800). For new Carmel College bldgs, below, landownership (manor ho.). 
87

 Archit. Rev. 83 (Feb. 1938), 64–5. 
88

 Ibid. 126 (July 1959), 9–10. 
89

 SODC online planning docs, P12/S1116/FUL; P13/S2135/FUL. 
90

 OHC, POX0065421, POX0065424, POX0065431; Reading Mercury, 12 June 1954; SODC online 
planning docs, P50/H0249; P66/H0278; P67/H0813; P01/W0506. 
91

 SODC online planning docs, P61/H0659; P62/H0263; P63/H0521; below, landownership (manor 
ho.). 

The Crooked Billet (left) and Oakingham House (right) 
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front (two-storeyed with attics) surmounted by a triangular pediment over the central three 

bays.92  

  

 

 

                                            
92

 SODC online planning docs, P88/S0898; Sale Cat., Oakingham House Est. (2001): copy in OHC, 
P409/36/D/1; Daily Telegraph, 13 Oct. 2001 (‘Modern classic or £8M fake?’). 

Former staff housing at Carmel College, Mongewell Park. 


