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Until the 20th century Mongewell’s economy was predominantly agricultural, supporting up 

to half a dozen widely-spaced demesne and tenant farms. Sheep-and-corn husbandry was 

common from the Middle Ages, and remained widespread until agricultural depression in the 

late 19th century prompted an upturn in dairying. The village’s apparent depopulation c.1300 

perhaps partly reflected an attempt to expand demesne grazing at tenants’ expense, and 

landowners generally also kept in hand the parish’s extensive upland timber and underwood 

reserves, along with hunting and fishing rights. Non-agricultural occupations other than 

milling and some wood-related crafts were rare: a co-operative shop opened in Mongewell 

Park in the 1790s was short-lived, and the parish’s only pub lay in the uplands close to Stoke 

Row. 

 

The Agricultural Landscape 

 

Mongewell (like most neighbouring Chiltern parishes) encompassed a wide variety of 

resources, including riverside meadows, arable fields, and upland wood and wood-pasture. 

The parish’s western part probably had its own open fields by the mid 10th century, when a 

separate Mongewell estate was first created: indentations in the southern boundary almost 

certainly preserve the outline of open-field furlongs, and suggest that they stretched from 

near the Thames to beyond Icknield Way.1 The date of the fields’ enclosure is unknown, 

although the first stages may have accompanied (and possibly even prompted) the village’s 

depopulation in the early 14th century.2 If so the process remained incomplete, since in 1485 

the glebe still comprised individual strips and furlongs stretching the whole width of the 

parish from Grim’s Ditch to North Stoke.3 By 1530 the demesne was in an advanced state of 

consolidation, and included a 90-a. ‘South field’ between Wicks and Mongewell Woods, 

while field names recorded in the 19th century included the 200-a. Sheephouse Ground, 

probably also of early origin. The 30-a. Park field, by Icknield Way, may recall a small 

                                                      
1
 OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. XLIX.15, XLIX.16, LII.4, LIII.1 (1877–8 edn); above, landscape etc. (par. 

bdies, landscape); landownership. 
2
 Above, landscape etc. (settlement); below, social hist. (Middle Ages). 

3
 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. b 41, ff. 42–4. 
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undocumented medieval deer park.4 A separate field system (separated by the upland 

woods) seems to have developed on the dip slope, where in 1240 Emma atte Greyhone held 

half a yardland (22 a.) comprising 6 a. of wood and 16 a. of arable, the latter held in strips of 

1–2 a. in named furlongs including Longfurlong, Middlefurlong, and ‘Pesacre’ (presumably 

peas acre). East, Middle, and Home fields were also mentioned, but little is known of their 

organization or the date of their enclosure.5 If Emma’s holding was typical then medieval 

yardlands on the hills seem (at c.40 a.) to have been roughly twice the size of those in the 

vale, presumably reflecting the more difficult terrain.6 

Small parcels of meadow lay mostly by the Thames,7 and large areas of woodland 

are recorded on the uplands from the early Middle Ages, intermixed with cultivated closes 

and areas of pasture.8 Two fifths of the parish east of Icknield Way remained wooded in 

1840, when beech was coppiced on a twenty-year cycle,9 and though wood management in 

general is poorly documented occasional sales of beech, ash, and elm timber, and some 

oak, are recorded from the 16th century.10 In more recent times some woods were 

maintained partly for game: at Upper House farm in 1925 the seasonal shooting of 

partridges and hares fetched £45, while three landowners claimed sporting rights in the east 

of the parish two years later.11 Upland wood pasture is suggested by medieval payments for 

pig pannage,12 although the only evidence of any common rights is a glebe terrier of 1485, 

when the rector had pasturage for 2 cattle and 60 sheep, and his share of the meadows 

alternated between ‘Summer leys’ and ‘Stoke mead’, with additional hay gathered from 

‘Goose acre’. By 1840 the only common land was a narrow 3-a. strip at Witheridge Hill.13 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
4
 Ibid. tithe award and map; ibid. FC X/2; TNA, C 1/1310/27–30; below (medieval farming). 

5
 Oxon. Fines, p. 108; TNA, CP 25/1/187/5, no. 15; Cat. Ancient Deeds, II, C.2409; VI, C.5156. 

6
 For the rector’s two 20-a. yardlands in the vale, below, relig. hist. (glebe). 

7
 OHC, tithe award and map. 

8
 Cat. Ancient Deeds, I, C.418; below (medieval farming). 

9
 OHC, tithe award and map; Young, Oxon. Agric. 222. 

10
 Below (1500–1800). 

11
 Sale Cat., Upper House Farm (1925): copy in Berks RO, D/ENs/B7/19; OHC, RDC4/2/F5/4. 

12
 Rot. Hund. II, 775; below (medieval farming). 

13
 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. b 41, f. 44; ibid. tithe award and map. 

Cattle grazing on low-lying land in the west of the parish, looking eastwards from 
Watery Lane. 
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Medieval Tenant and Demesne Farming 

 

In 1086 Mongewell manor had nine ploughteams on land sufficient for ten. A knight (miles), 

six villani, and eleven bordars had six ploughteams between them, and another three teams 

(worked partly by five slaves or servi) were employed on the lord’s demesne. Two mills and 

5 a. of meadow lay probably near the Thames, while woodland measuring 1½ leagues by 4 

furlongs (c.500 a.) lay on the Chiltern scarp and dip slope. The manor’s annual value had 

increased since 1066 from £10 to £14,14 the profits presumably including woodland income. 

William son of Edward ‘the forester’ of Mongewell was mentioned c.1200, when he held a 

free yardland from the lord inherited from his father,15 and in the 1270s customary services 

on the manor included carrying a cartload of the lord’s wood every year, presumably for sale 

or for use at the manor house.16 

By the 1240s the demesne farm may have been run by paid officials represented by 

two servientes mentioned in 1247,17 and in 1279 it contained two carucates (c.240 a.) of 

open-field land, 30 a. of wood, 6 a. of meadow, 4 a. of pasture, and a watermill. Relatively 

heavy labour services owed by sixteen customary tenants (mostly half-yardlanders) 

contributed to the cultivation and harvesting of corn and hay, although additional workers 

were probably hired to undertake labour-intensive tasks such as ploughing, weeding, 

mowing, and threshing. One tenant owed no labour services, but instead supplied fifteen 

men at three separate boon works, twelve of them at the lord’s expense, and three at his 

own. Tenants also owed traditional dues such as churchscot (for which they gave poultry), 

and paid pannage for grazing their pigs. In return they received certain measures of corn 

and hay, as well as cheese, bacon, bread, sheep, and wood.18 

Tenants’ cash rents (fixed presumably by custom) were low, mostly only 18d. for a 

half yardland, and at a time of rising land values the Lovedays (as lords) may have 

calculated that they would be better off farming the tenants’ holdings themselves. William 

Loveday already held three yardlands of former tenant land in addition to the demesne, 

suggesting either an inability to attract new tenants or the deliberate accumulation of 

holdings,19 and as the number of tenants fell c.1300, resulting in the village’s depopulation, 

their holdings were presumably taken into an enlarged demesne farm, run perhaps by the 

local taxpayers surnamed ‘reeve’ and ‘bailiff’ in 1306.20 Consolidation is further suggested by 

                                                      
14

 VCH Oxon. I, 426. 
15

 TNA, E 212/68. 
16

 Rot. Hund. II, 775. 
17

 TNA, JUST 1/700, m. 2. 
18

 Rot. Hund. II, 774–5. 
19

 Ibid.; Cat. Ancient Deeds, I, C.1012; II, C.2809. 
20

 TNA, E 179/161/10; above, landscape etc. (settlement); below, social hist. (Middle Ages). For a 
later 14th-cent. bailiff, Poll Taxes 1377–81, ed. Fenwick, II, 311. 
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Ralph Loveday’s grant to a relative and her husband in 1322 of a 70-a. holding (including 2 

a. of meadow) in Mongewell and North Stoke, with grazing for two horses, two oxen, and two 

cows,21 although nothing is known of whether it was enclosed or dispersed, or of its division 

between the two parishes. The removal of the customary tenants and the consolidation of 

their holdings were probably largely complete by 1327, when only the lord and one other 

inhabitant were assessed for tax.22 

Mixed farming predominated in the 13th century, the hundred roll survey of 1279 

implying intensive corn and hay production alongside some cattle and sheep husbandry and 

dairying.23 Following the village’s depopulation demesne agriculture may have developed a 

greater focus on less labour-intensive sheep farming, the Lovedays’ engagement in large-

scale credit transactions hinting perhaps at involvement in the wool trade.24 Disruption to 

existing farming practices was probably less marked in the uplands, where free tenure 

remained widespread and some land was farmed from neighbouring parishes.25 Judging by 

its taxable surplus the parish’s overall agricultural productivity almost certainly declined, 

however, its payment of 18s. 2d. in 1334 being the lowest in the hundred,26 while after the 

Black Death assessments for poll tax in 1379–81 suggest a small number of not very well-off 

tenant families.27 Even so at its sale in 1493 the manor was estimated to contain 400 a. of 

cultivated ground, 200 a. of pasture, 100 a. of woodland, 60 a. of meadow, a watermill and 

fishery, and 30s. in rents, and was clearly seen as a viable investment.28 

 

Farms and Farming 1500–1800 

 

In the early 16th century Mongewell’s large demesne farm was let to Thomas Clack, who 

was assessed on goods worth £16 in 1524. He was probably assisted by his sons, of whom 

four (William, Edward, Robert, and Richard) were the parish’s only other taxpayers that year, 

assessed on goods worth £4–£8. In 1530 the lease was renewed for 25½ years in favour of 

Thomas’s wife Lucy, son Richard, and daughter-in-law Margery, who were to pay an annual 

rent of £21 3s. 4d., and in 1543 Richard was assessed on goods worth £40, and Lucy on 

£7.29 As later the farm probably extended up the Chiltern scarp at least as far as the 

ridgeway, and comprised mostly arable or pasture grounds: the manor’s woodland was kept 

                                                      
21

 TNA, CP 25/1/189/16, no. 29. 
22

 Ibid. E 179/161/9. 
23

 Rot. Hund. II, 775; TNA, CP 25/1/188/12, no. 68. 
24

 TNA, C 241/18/65; C 241/43/92; C 241/76/232. 
25

 Rot. Hund. II, 775; above, landownership (other estates). 
26

 Glasscock (ed.), Subsidy 1334, 243. 
27

 Poll Taxes 1377–81, ed. Fenwick, II, 338; III, 557. 
28

 TNA, CP 25/1/191/31, no. 21; below (milling). 
29

 TNA, C 1/1310/27–30; ibid. E 179/161/195; E 179/162/233; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 179, ff. 67v.–68. 
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in hand by the Moleynses as lords, leaving the Clacks with only the right to collect windfalls 

or wood for repairs. Some wood was sold in advance of felling, prompting a widow to 

complain in 1571 that she was unable to collect eight loads from Mongewell Woods which 

her husband had paid for before his death.30 Richard Clack’s farming was focused on cattle, 

sheep, and barley production, and his purchase of a house in Wallingford may indicate that 

much of it was marketed there.31 The family’s successors as demesne lessees were 

probably the Willises, who were already established in the parish on a small scale by the 

1540s. Christopher Willis (d. 1582) left goods worth more than £62, while John Willis’s (d. 

1624) were valued at £207.32 

William Moleyns (d. 1613) made sufficient profit from the manor to provide annuities 

totalling £130, and may have also retained a home farm, since his mother Mary Barton (d. 

1590) left various grain and stock including wheat, barley, horses, cattle, and sheep.33 If so 

that was perhaps a predecessor of Mongewell farm, run later from a farmhouse on the edge 

of Mongewell Park close to the manor house. The Moleynses’ successor Thomas Saunders 

also farmed, entering before 1660 into a share-cropping agreement with farmers from North 

Stoke.34 Building work at Upper House (now Ridgeway) Farm in the 1620s–30s coincided 

with the arrival of a new demesne lessee, probably William Davis (d. 1643), one of whose 

creditors was a Wallingford butcher, and whose other debts included £3 10s. to his 

shepherd, and a year’s wages (£4) to Robert Hill, probably a farm worker.35 Further east on 

the dip slope Rudolph Warcopp of English grew wheat and barley in the 1620s, and also 

kept sheep, while a 6-a. coppice (leased from the Blackalls of Britwell Prior) yielded beech, 

hazel, sallows, willows, ash, and thorns worth £12 an acre.36 The Blackalls later let a 25-a. 

holding called Hill House to John Lovegrove, which contained (in the same general area) 

eight closes mostly of arable, and a few grubbed-up woodland shaws.37 The farmhouse was 

demolished in the 18th century when the estate passed to the Martin-Atkinses.38 

 By the late 17th century a few wealthy yeoman farmers operated on a large scale, 

alongside middling tenants such as the Lovegroves and Huttens, and less well-off 

husbandmen and labourers occupying a cottage and perhaps a few acres. Amongst poorer 

inhabitants John Stenton (d. 1678) left household goods worth under £14, while Robert 

Ward (d. 1686) kept a horse, a cow, and a few pigs, and probably brewed ale and made 

                                                      
30

 TNA, C 1/1245/60–3; C 1/1310/27–30; Oxf. Ch. Ct Deposns 1570–4, p. 21. 
31

 TNA, PROB 11/42B/144. 
32

 Ibid. E 179/162/233; E 179/162/346; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 186, f. 226 and v.; ibid. 70/2/29; 70/3/33. 
33

 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 3/2/77; TNA, PROB 11/122/366. 
34

 TNA, PROB 11/300/453. 
35

 Ibid. PROB 11/199/767. 
36

 Oxf. Ch. Ct Deposns 1629–34, pp. 51–2. 
37

 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3710. 
38

 Northants. RO, L(C) 421–5; above, landownership (other estates). 
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cheese and butter.39 Such people possibly also laboured on the demesne farm, which by the 

1670s seems (as later) to have been leased to three separate tenants, holding at first in 

common. William Toovey left a third share of grain and stock worth £181 at his death in 

1679,40 his surviving partners being the brothers James and Richard Pocock. On James’s 

death in 1682 the cropped area covered 324 a. and there was also 20 a. of meadow. The 

Pococks grew barley, wheat, oats, and peas, and kept horses, cows, sheep, and pigs, 

James’s half-share being valued at over £419 in addition to his own stocks of cheese, 

bacon, wool, and other produce.41 

The threefold division of the manorial demesne was firmly established by the 1760s, 

when William Frewin was assessed on 5 yardlands at Mongewell farm, Matthew Dodd on 

5½ yardlands at Woodhouse farm, and John Rose on 2 yardlands at Upper House 

(Ridgeway) farm. The only other manorial tenant was the miller (with 2 yardlands), while the 

lord’s woodland was reckoned to cover 6 yardlands (perhaps 240 a.). The lord and his four 

tenants paid almost three quarters of the parish poor rate, with the remaining quarter 

assessed on around a dozen freeholds mostly in the hills.42 Shute Barrington (lord 1770–

1826) briefly took Mongewell and Woodhouse farms in hand in the 1770s, and Mongewell  

 

 

 

farm again became his home farm from 1798 until it was let to Henry Fairthorne in 1820.43 

Barley and wheat remained the main cereal crops, and cattle and sheep the main livestock, 

although Barrington introduced new modern practices which impressed the agriculturalist 

Arthur Young, operating a five- or six-course rotation of turnips, barley, clover, wheat, beans, 

and oats, and paying careful attention to ploughing, sowing, weeding, and manuring, which 

                                                      
39

 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 62/1/11; 176/5/15; below, social hist. (1500–1800). 
40

 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 66/4/28. 
41

 TNA, PROB 4/22041. 
42

 OHC, PAR177/5/F1/1. 
43

 Ibid.; ibid. QSD/L/93. 

By the 18th century the main demesne farms (circled) were, from west to 
east, Mongewell, Woodhouse, and Upper House (now Ridgeway) farms.  
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increased yields. Fallows were eliminated by substituting sainfoin and other fodder crops, 

while wheat and oats were threshed in a newly-built horse-powered mill, and barns were re-

floored using durable beech.44 Occasional timber sales brought additional income.45 

 

Farms and Farming Since 1800 

 

Until its break-up in 1918 the manor remained divided amongst three predominantly ring-

fenced farms, interspersed with the lord’s woodland (363 a. in 1840), and a few scattered 

cottages and gardens. By 1840 Mongewell (296 a.), Woodhouse (362 a.), and Upper House 

farms (139 a.) were all let to resident tenant farmers, while most land on the dip slope was 

managed from outside the parish, although external landowners maintained Stoke Row and 

Whitcalls Farms and some other dwellings as accommodation for farm workers.46 William 

Butler’s 14-year lease of Woodhouse farm in 1828 (at £180 12s. a year) stipulated minimum 

standards of manuring and sowing,47 and by then the parish’s farms were overwhelmingly 

arable, employing considerable local labour. Mongewell, Woodhouse, and Upper House 

farms combined had 29 workers in 1851, when Mongewell’s resident population included 21 

farm labourers, 2 shepherds, 2 harvest workers, and 4 boys who assisted at ploughing and 

managing the livestock.48 

 The tenancies of the three principal farms remained stable until the onset of 

agricultural depression in the 1870s, with Mongewell farm occupied by the Clarkes, 

Woodhouse by James Painter, and Upper House by the Kinghams.49 By the 1880s all three 

had been taken in hand and placed under the supervision of a bailiff, however, and though 

Upper House (124 a. in 1910) was re-let to tenants by the early 1900s, Woodhouse (367 a.) 

and Mongewell (295 a.) were run by the bailiff until 1918. In the Chilterns Whitcalls farm (62 

a.) was occupied by a Stoke Row-based fruit grower in the 1890s, while the 52-a. Stoke Row 

farm, run earlier from the estate centre at English, was worked from Stoke Row itself.50 In 

1880 around three quarters of the parish’s cultivable land remained arable, although cereals 

(wheat, barley, and oats) occupied only a slightly larger acreage than fodder crops. Ten 

years later, as the profits of arable farming declined, the area under crops fell to less than 

three fifths, even though the proportion devoted to cereals increased. As elsewhere the 

rising profitability of dairying (helped probably by the railway) encouraged investment in 

grass-fed cattle herds, total numbers increasing from 34 in 1880 to 144 in 1910. Substantial 

                                                      
44

 Young, Oxon. Agric. 21, 83, 105, 134, 136, 149–50, 152–7, 161, 167, 178, 193, 256, 266, 273, 303. 
45

 e.g. Oxf. Jnl, 28 Mar. 1772 (‘three lots of good building and cleft oak timber’). 
46

 OHC, tithe award and map; TNA, HO 107/882; ibid. RG 10/1273. 
47

 OHC, FC X/2. 
48

 Ibid. tithe award; TNA, HO 107/1690; cf. Oxon. Atlas, p. 117. 
49

 TNA, HO 107/882; HO 107/1690; ibid. RG 9/741; RG 10/1273; RG 11/1295. 
50

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883–1915 edns); TNA, RG 12/986; RG 13/1140; OHC, DV XII/18. 
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sheep flocks (including Alexander Fraser’s Hampshire Downs) were also maintained,51 while 

timber sales brought additional income to Mongewell’s lords, an auction of beech, ash, and 

elm trees being held in 1899.52 

 On the manor’s break-up in 1918 Mongewell, Sheepcote, Woodhouse, and Upper 

House farms each entered separate ownership, Sheepcote having become detached from 

Mongewell farm. The woodland, too, was separately sold, and in 1921 the 157-a. Mongewell 

Woods (including larch plantations) was again offered for sale. For most of the inter-war 

period Mongewell (111 a. in 1927) and Woodhouse (324 a.) were managed by bailiffs, while 

Upper House (148 a.) was let to tenants, and Sheepcote (197 a.) was run by owner-

occupiers from North Stoke. On the dip slope, Whitcalls was also sold to owner-occupiers, 

while Stoke Row farm remained part of the English estate.53 Farming practices continued 

largely unchanged, with almost three fifths of the cultivable land still cropped in 1930 (over 

half of it with oats, wheat, and barley), and dairying and sheep farming remaining prominent. 

Similar patterns continued despite wartime pressure to increase the area of arable: in 1941 

Upper House farm maintained a 37-strong herd including a bull, 16 dairy cows, 6 cows in 

calf, and 14 calves and yearlings, although ministry inspectors acknowledged the farmer’s 

efforts in ploughing up a ‘considerable acreage’.54 

 All the main farms continued under separate owners in the early 21st century. 

Mongewell farm (renamed Mongewell Park farm) covered 137 a. at its sale in 1971, and 

under its new owner Richard Merson combined beef cattle with fodder crops.55 Sheepcote 

farm was run from the 1960s by the Allen family of North Stoke, and in 1986 formed part of a 

wider 950-a. enterprise breeding pigs and sheep, and growing wheat, barley, and peas.56 At 

Woodhouse a resident farm manager occupied the farmhouse until the early 2000s, when its 

owners (based in Ipsden) separated the land and buildings, while Upper House’s farmland 

was worked as part of the Phillimores’ Shiplake estate, to which the farm had belonged since 

the manor’s break-up.57 In the Chilterns Whitcalls operated as a pig farm until its demolition 

in the late 1980s, while Stoke Row farm was devoted by the 1990s (under Henry Camp) to 

                                                      
51

 TNA, MAF 68/255; MAF 68/711; MAF 68/1281; MAF 68/1851; MAF 68/2421; Oxf. Jnl, 4 May, 1 
June 1895; Reading Mercury, 6 Mar. 1915, 26 Feb. 1916. 
52

 OHC, SL36/1/6D/7. See also, e.g. Reading Mercury, 6 Feb. 1832 (200 loads of beech poles); 
Berks. Chron. 21 Nov. 1874 (400 loads of beech and ash timber). 
53

 Reading Mercury, 24 Aug. 1918; Berks. & Oxon. Advertiser, 29 Apr. 1921; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1920–
39 edns); OHC, RDC4/2/F5/4; ibid. RDC8/3/F9/1; RDC8/3/F9/5. 
54

 TNA, MAF 68/2985; MAF 68/3525; ibid. MAF 32/911/127; MAF 32/916/226. 
55

 Country Life, 12 Aug. 1971; SODC online planning docs, P72/H0507; P83/W0091; P11/W1955. 
56

 www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-460000-186000/page/5 (accessed Oct. 2017); OHC, 
RDC8/3/F9/41; SODC online planning docs, P82/W0545. 
57

 SODC online planning docs, P68/H0404; P86/W0559/LB; P87/W0232; P06/E1246/LB. 
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raising beef cattle and (later) water buffalo, besides making hay, straw, and silage, much of it 

for sale locally.58 

 

Trades, Crafts, and Retailing 

 

Mongewell developed very few trades and crafts, unsurprising given its small and scattered 

agricultural population. Resident millers are recorded from the Middle Ages to the 19th 

century,59 and a medieval manorial fishery in the Thames may have been let to local 

fishermen;60 a glover who died of cold c.1241 may have only been passing through, 

however.61 Few other trades are recorded before the 19th century, although a farmer’s son 

was apprenticed to an Oxford lathrender in 1712, and the miller’s son to a Wallingford tailor 

in 1833,62 while the isolated Crooked Billet pub near Stoke Row existed by the 1750s and 

possibly much earlier.63 Shute Barrington opened a co-operative shop in Mongewell Park in 

1794, which sold basic commodities to the neighbourhood poor at wholesale prices.64 In 

1809 he provided money to help support it; nevertheless it may have closed before his death 

in 1826,65 and otherwise only one Mongewell household relied mainly on trade or craft in 

1811, and three in 1831.66 A starch-maker mentioned in 1861 and a candle-maker in 1881 

were probably transient journeymen dependent mainly on nearby Wallingford, and 

Mongewell seems not even to have had its own blacksmith, although one may have set up 

temporarily in the 1870s. Several gardeners in the west of the parish worked presumably at 

the manor house or at other private residences, and a few women worked as domestic 

dressmakers.67 

 A rather different type of non-agricultural employment (as suggested by the name of 

the Crooked Billet pub) was probably woodland work, even before tenants’ (very light) 

woodland services were extinguished in the early 14th century.68 Shute Barrington employed 

a gamekeeper (though not necessarily resident) in the late 18th century,69 and in 1841 there 

                                                      
58

 Ibid. P88/S0898; P94/S0205; P11/E1014/AG; A. Spencer-Harper, Dipping into the Wells (1999), 
317–18. 
59

 Below (milling). 
60

 TNA, CP 25/1/191/31, no. 21; ibid. C 1/1310/27–30; Berks RO, D/ESt/L2. 
61

 Oxon. Eyre, 1241, p. 136. 
62

 M. Graham (ed.), Oxford City Apprentices 1697–1800 (OHS n.s. 31, 1987), p. 54; OHC, P11/9/A/1. 
63

 Above, landscape etc. (built character); below, social hist. (1500–1800). 
64

 1st Rep. of the Soc. for Bettering the Condition and Increasing the Comforts of the Poor (1797), 17–
27; Young, Oxon. Agric. 24–5; The Leisure Hour, 22 Nov. 1879, 749. 
65

 23rd Rep. Com. Char. (Parl. Papers 1830 (462), xii), 153. 
66

 Census, 1811–31. 
67

 TNA, HO 107/1690; ibid. RG 9/741; RG 11/1295. 
68

 Above (medieval farming). 
69

 Oxf. Jnl Syn. 17 Dec. 1785, 23 Sept. 1786, 1 Sept. 1787, etc. 
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was a woodman and gamekeeper as well as a waterman.70 Woodland crafts were 

established in the Chilterns by the 1870s: a chair-turner lodged at Witheridge Hill in 1871, 

when there was also a carpenter and a wheelwright, while the Stevens family of chair-

turners set up in the parish later in the decade. By 1901 the uplands supported two chair-

turners, two tent-peg makers, a plank sawyer, a wood dealer, and a woodman,71 and 

woodland crafts continued in the hills until the 1950s.72 

As agricultural work declined in the later 20th century several farms diversified into 

new businesses,73 and from 1953 to 1997 Carmel College employed residential boarding-

school staff,74 while in the early 21st century the Crooked Billet flourished as a popular 

‘gastropub’ under its chef Paul Clerehugh.75 By then most inhabitants worked outside the 

parish, however.76 

  

 

Milling 

 

Mongewell manor included two corn mills worth 45s. in 1086.77 By 1279 there was a single 

watermill, located probably on its later site on Watery Lane where the road crosses the 

millstream and millpond.78 Hugh the miller was hanged at Wallingford for an unspecified 

crime c.1295, and in the 15th century the miller was fined for charging excessive tolls.79 
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71
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The Crooked Billet pub (left) and the former mill building (right) 
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In the 16th century and still in the 1680s the mill was let with the demesne, at the 

latter date with the Pococks’ share.80 Resident millers included Hugh Trender (d. 1640), 

David Jones (in 1667), and Joseph Stacey, who in 1687 employed an assistant;81 

successors included James Taylor (in the 1760s), Richard Hulcup (d. 1804), Charles 

Pittman, and Edward Guilding, a mealman who in 1819 received a 21-year lease from Shute 

Barrington at £79 a year.82 The existing structure, brick-built and three-storeyed, had 

reportedly been completed two years earlier.83 From the 1830s the master miller probably 

employed one or more full- or part-time journeymen,84 and in 1861 a Mongewell man worked 

as the miller’s carter.85 The mill continued under Thomas Neale until the early 1880s, when it 

became an estate cottage.86 
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