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Social Character and Communal Life 

 

The Middle Ages 

 

Though upland settlement focused on scattered freehold farms was well established by the 

13th century, until c.1300 much of Mongewell’s population was concentrated in a small 

nucleated village near the church and manor house, with its largely resident lords.1 That may 

have been so even in 1086, when the recorded population comprised 6 villani, 11 bordars, 5 

servi or slaves, and a knight (miles) to whom the manor may have been let or subinfeudated. 

The proportion of better-off villani was substantially lower than the Oxfordshire average, 

while the proportion of low-status bordars and slaves (who helped work the lord’s demesne) 

was markedly higher.2 Unfree customary tenants owing heavy labour services remained a 

prominent feature in 1279, despite the almost total substitution of unfree by free tenure on 

the neighbouring manors of Crowmarsh Gifford and Newnham Murren. Most held only half a 

yardland (c.10 a.) each, insufficient to provide market surplus, and seem to have formed a 

close-knit community of extended family groups, including three members of the Lord family, 

two called Newman, and another two called Nichol. The surname Mongewell suggests that 

some families were long-established, although others (such as Richard of Piddington) may 

have been relative newcomers.3 Such close proximity probably aided the apprehension 

before 1285 of the alleged murderer of an inhabitant killed in his house, who was taken 

following the raising of the hue, and later hanged.4 

The preponderance of customary tenants in the village probably facilitated their 

removal c.1300–27, in what may have been a planned reorganization by the resident 

Loveday lords. If so they were presumably removed by force or agreement, as a result of 

negotiations that have left no record, but which were perhaps related to conversion of the 

demesne to wool production.5 By 1306 only three of the sixteen unfree tenant households 

                                                      
1
 Above, landscape etc. (settlement); landownership. 

2
 VCH Oxon. I, 426; Oxon. Atlas, pp. 34–5. 

3
 Rot. Hund. II, 775; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, social hist.; below, Newnham Murren, social hist.  

4
 TNA, JUST 1/705, m. 5; below, North Stoke, local govt. 

5
 Above, econ. hist. (medieval farming). 
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mentioned in 1279 remained to be taxed, while Geoffrey ‘the reeve’ and Stephen ‘the bailiff’ 

perhaps helped manage the directly-controlled demesne farm. Ralph Loveday, as lord, was 

assessed on goods worth more than £15 13s., compared with only 10s.–35s. for his few 

remaining tenants.6   

Thereafter settlement (much of it on the uplands) remained much more dispersed, 

contributing to a lack of parish cohesion which persisted into modern times. Manor courts 

may have ceased, and the emergence of self-contained freeholds and the apparent lack (at 

least by the later Middle Ages) of shared common land probably also limited regular contact 

across the parish, as opposed to that with closer neighbours in other parishes. As later, 

upland and dip-slope inhabitants probably also attended nearer churches,7 while bynames 

derived from outlying areas suggest minimal identification with the residual village centre.8 A 

small manorial cluster remained by the river, comprising the mill, church, and rectory house 

as well as the manor house itself. The Lovedays, prominent landowners in Goring as well as 

Mongewell, remained until the 1360s, though whether their departure was prompted by 

creditors foreclosing on bad debts or simply by lack of heirs is unclear.9 Fewer than ten 

households were scattered across the parish in 1428, when inhabitants represented at the 

hundred court included the lord Thomas Restwold, the miller, and three tenants.10 A later 

Thomas Restwold – one of a minor landholding family spread throughout the Oxfordshire 

Chiltern area – may have occupied the manor house (‘Mongewell Court’) in the 1470s–80s.11  

 

1500–1800 

 

The parish retained resident lords for much of the period, the rest of the population 

comprising scattered tenant farmers (including some prominent demesne lessees), and the 

usual mix of lesser husbandmen and smallholding labourers. The Moleynses (lords from 

1509, and originally from Hampshire) probably lived at Mongewell from the 1550s. Mary 

Barton (formerly Moleyns, d. 1590) bequeathed luxuries including silver cups and spoons, 

and remembered several servants, while her cash bequests totalled more than £420.12 She 

was earlier assessed on lands or goods worth £16 a year, the fall to £10 in her grandson 

William Moleyns’s assessments in the 1620s–40s perhaps partly reflecting the impact of his 

                                                      
6
 Ibid.; TNA, E 179/161/10. The 3 remaining families were Bothelesor, Gernon, Lane. 

7
 Above, landscape etc. (settlement); econ. hist. (agric. landscape); below (1500–1800); local govt.  

8
 e.g. Thos de la Wyk (presumably near Wicks Wood): above, landscape etc. (settlement). 

9
 Cal. Pat. 1321–4, 258; Cal. Close 1354–60, 661; above, landownership. 

10
 Feudal Aids, VI, 371; TNA, SC 2/212/4, m. 1. 

11
 Above, landownership. 

12
 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 3/2/77. 
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recusancy fines as a Roman Catholic, which ultimately forced him to sell the manor.13 Apart 

from the demesne lessees (the Clacks and their successors) and some rectors (e.g. Simon 

Astley) scarcely any other inhabitants were noticeably well-off, and until the 1640s it is 

difficult to distinguish a middling group of tenants separating the parish’s principal 

landholders from the farm workers and other poor mentioned in their wills.14 A few 

moderately prosperous inhabitants included the miller Hugh Trender (d. 1640), the tenant 

farmer Robert Cowlldrell (d. 1660), and his son-in-law Robert Hutten, whose widow Annabel 

(d. 1689) left household goods worth just over £9 including a small gold ring and some 

brass, pewter, and linen.15 Hutten was churchwarden in 1641 when the protestation oath 

was sworn by the rector, constable, demesne lessees, miller, seven servants (probably 

agricultural workers), and five other inhabitants including Cowlldrell and the smallholder 

Robert Ward (d. 1686), several of whom probably lived in the uplands.16 Hutten’s son-in-law 

Roger Mattingley was taxed on three hearths in 1662, when only the manor house and 

rectory (with twelve and seven hearths respectively) paid on more, and John Lovegrove of 

Hill House paid on just one.17 

 National affairs impinged in 1640 when the sheriff Rudolph Warcopp (of English in 

Newnham Murren) imprisoned Mongewell’s constable Peter Attwell for frustrating his 

attempts to assess payments of ship money.18 William Davis (d. 1643), living probably at 

Upper House (now Ridgeway) Farm, followed Attwell’s example by resisting distraint, 

causing Warcopp to complain that his intransigence was encouraging further defiance. Davis 

queried his assessment, but after his son was detained on a charge of releasing cattle 

impounded by the sheriff he finally paid all the ship money demanded.19 Three years later he 

requested that his executors pay his bequests as soon as possible, since ‘by reason of these 

distracted times’ raising money was difficult and once raised was ‘dangerous to keep’.20 How 

far the parish was directly affected by Civil War fighting or troop movements is unclear, 

however.21 

Following the Restoration the sole gentry residence remained the manor house, 

which Thomas Saunders (d. 1670) furnished in fashionable style with upholstered chairs, 

                                                      
13

 TNA, E 179/162/341; E 179/162/346; E 179/163/445; E 179/164/474; E 179/164/483. 
14

 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 181, ff. 58v.–59; 186, f. 226 and v.; ibid. 70/2/29; 70/3/33; TNA, PROB 
11/42B/144; above, econ. hist. (1500–1800); below (welfare). 
15

 TNA, PROB 11/183/699; PROB 11/297/300; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 132/4/9. 
16

 Prot. Retns, 102; above, econ. hist. (1500–1800). 
17

 TNA, E 179/255/4, f. 213; for the Hill Ho. holding, above, econ. hist. (1500–1800). 
18

 Cal. SP Dom. 1640, 371. 
19

 Ibid. 1640–1, 70–1, 85, 90–1. 
20

 TNA, PROB 11/199/767. 
21

 For activity nearby, VCH Oxon. XVIII, 293, 357; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, social hist. (1500–
1800). 
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‘Spanish’ tables, window curtains, and (in the chamber above the hall) a landscape picture.22 

His successors lived in similar style, supporting the neighbouring parish church where most 

of them were buried and commemorated. An elaborate memorial to John Saunders (d. 1731) 

includes a reclining figure portraying him as a ‘man of sensibility’, dressed in flowing robes 

and a turban and holding a book.23 Shute Barrington (lord 1770–1826) further remodelled 

the house and transformed its setting through the creation of Mongewell Park, dividing his 

time between there and Worthing and the Durham residence which (from 1791) he enjoyed 

as bishop of Durham.24 Leading tenant farmers such as the Pococks and Tooveys lived far 

less sumptuously, but were still substantially better off than those dependent wholly or partly 

on wages,25 amongst them the ‘poor day labourer’ Peter Wells (d. 1702),26 or the labourer 

John Slade (d. 1737), whose settlement in the parish in 1694 was accompanied by an order 

to the churchwardens to give him 2s. 6d. a week until they found him a place to live.27 

Concern to limit poor relief prompted an unsuccessful attempt by the churchwardens to 

remove the miller’s servant William Cheney in 1687.28 

      

 

The parish over all remained thinly settled, the parish registers (which survive from 

1660) recording an average of only 1.07 baptisms and 0.52 burials a year before 1800, 

despite some individual large families. Those attending other churches were apparently also 

                                                      
22

 TNA, PROB 4/11082. 
23

 Pevsner, Oxon. 712; below, relig. hist. (reformn to 1791). 
24

 Above, landownership; below, relig. hist.; ODNB, s.v. Shute Barrington. 
25

 TNA, PROB 4/22041; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 66/4/28; above, econ. hist. (1500–1800). 
26

 OHC, Nuffield par. reg. transcript. 
27

 Ibid. Cal. QS, III, 331. 
28

 Ibid. IV, 377. 

Several memorials to the Saunders family of Mongewell House were 
installed in the parish church during the 18th century. 
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few in number.29 Administration of poor relief and church affairs presumably bestowed some 

sense of parochial identity,30 but scattered settlement prevented the emergence of any 

common meeting place, and neither the Thames-side church (as the rector acknowledged)31 

nor the sole pub (the Crooked Billet, in the Chiltern hills near Stoke Row)32 served the entire 

community. Inhabitants consequently looked to neighbouring parishes for communal 

activities.33 One of the few unifying elements, despite the absence of manor courts, was the 

far-flung Mongewell estate, and from the 1770s Shute Barrington provided practical 

assistance for its poorer inhabitants in the form of improved housing, an insurance scheme 

supplying farm produce and other goods at reduced prices, and guaranteed work for 

cottagers’ families spinning flax.34 

 

Since 1800 

 

The most lasting legacies of Barrington’s paternalism were the parish school and charity for 

the poor.35 He was fondly remembered after his death, one inhabitant recalling that during 

particularly lavish entertainments at the manor house local residents ‘wonderingly and 

admiringly drew near to the windows’, and rather than objecting to the intrusion the bishop 

expressed his pleasure at seeing them, remarking that he ‘should certainly not interfere with 

their curiosity’.36 His commitment to philanthropy and moral reform was credited with 

bettering the condition of the local ‘peasantry’ and raising them to a ‘state of comparative 

independence’,37 although poverty and the social problems associated with it persisted, 

amongst them poaching and the theft of grain and wood.38 Under Barrington’s successors 

the manor house was let, its occupiers including the widowed Joanna Palmer (who in 1851 

lived there with a young companion and eight servants),39 and from 1865 the Midland 

hosiery manufacturer George Henry Brettle (d. 1872).40 Thereafter it was occupied by the 

                                                      
29

 Ibid. par. reg. transcript; above, landscape etc. (popn). John and Mary Slade baptized 6 children 
1695–1705, of whom 3 died in infancy. 
30

 For parish officers, below, local govt. 
31

 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 567, f. 19; d 573, f. 11; d 581, f. 11. 
32

 Run from the 1750s by the Gills: ibid. QSD/V/1–4. 
33

 Nuffield church was a particular focus: ibid. Nuffield par. reg. transcript. 
34

 Young, Oxon. Agric. 24–5; Brewer, Oxon. 45–6. 
35

 Below (educ.; welfare). 
36

 W. Allnatt, Rambles in the Neighbourhood of Wallingford (1873), 6–7. Monuments to Barrington 
and his wife Jane survive in the chancel of the church. 
37

 Skelton, Oxon. Antiq. 82; ODNB, s.v. Shute Barrington. 
38

 e.g. OHC, QS1839/4/L3/9; QS1842/2/L1/108; QS1847/1/L1/11; ibid. Cal. QS, IX, 283. 
39

 TNA, HO 107/882; HO 107/1690; ibid. RG 9/741; PO Dir. Oxon. (1847–64 edns). 
40

 OHC, FC X/3; N.B. Harte, ‘The Growth and Decay of a Hosiery Firm in the Nineteenth Century’, 
Textile Hist. 8 (1977), 35–6. 
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Frasers, Scottish financiers who bought the manor in 1888, and in 1891 Alexander Fraser’s 

newly-built mansion house accommodated himself, his wife and son, and eleven servants.41 

 In 1851 two fifths of Mongewell’s predominantly agricultural population were still 

native to the parish, with most of the remainder born elsewhere in Oxfordshire or in 

Berkshire. By 1891 only a quarter of inhabitants were native-born, and a third came from 

outside Oxfordshire and Berkshire, a reflection partly of Fraser’s recruitment of non-local 

labour to service the house and grounds and to oversee the estate’s farms, which were by 

then run by a bailiff.42 Such changes hardly strengthened the already shallow foundations for 

a common parochial identity, and upland inhabitants continued to look towards Nuffield and 

Stoke Row, especially following the division of the ecclesiastical parish in 1849, which 

brought the uplands into a new Stoke Row parish.43 For the inhabitants of Mongewell Park, 

as one former resident recalled, the ‘parish’ or ‘village’ extended only as far as Forest Row 

on Icknield Way, the destination for Sunday afternoon excursions along Grim’s Ditch and the 

possible site of an otherwise unrecorded beerhouse, while a new school opened in 1903 

was shared with neighbouring North Stoke a mile to the south, and lay just over the parish 

boundary.44 Social deference endured. In 1915 the new schoolmistress was shocked to find 

that girls from the Mongewell estate still curtsied and boys touched their forelocks, and 

according to her daughter gradually eliminated such subservience.45 

  

 

The Frasers remained at Mongewell until Alexander’s death in 1916, when the manor 

house was requisitioned as a hospital for wounded officers.46 It continued as a military 

hospital under its new owner Howard Gould, who accommodated American officers needing 

                                                      
41

 TNA, RG 12/986; above, landownership. 
42

 TNA, HO 107/1690; ibid. RG 12/986; above, econ. hist. (since 1800). 
43

 Below, relig. hist. (paroch. organizn). 
44

 ‘Reminiscences of Mongewell and North Stoke in the 1920s’: copy in OHC, PA MONG/944; below 
(educ.). 
45

 ‘Reminiscences of Mongewell’. 
46

 Ibid.; Reading Mercury, 13 Jan. 1917; D. Beasley and A. Russell, Wallingford at War (2010), 110. 

Memorial tablets to Shute Barrington (left) and the Fraser family (right) 
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orthopaedic treatment; from 1920, however, it returned to use as a private residence.47 The 

manor’s break-up in 1918 and the closure of the parish church in 1927 further weakened 

Mongewell’s cohesiveness, which was finally extinguished by its incorporation into 

Crowmarsh and other parishes from 1932.48 In the 1920s–30s Mongewell Park remained an 

‘estate village’, though for the schoolmistress’s daughter North Stoke was the more ‘lively’ 

place, while Wallingford afforded a weekly visit to the cinema.49 During the Second World 

War a small civilian population continued to occupy houses beyond the confines of the RAF 

camp established at the manor house (from 1943 the headquarters of the Second Tactical 

Air Force’s No. 2 Group), and children evacuated from London attended the school.50 After 

the war former estate cottages were sold off, newcomers including the architect Hugh Vaux 

(d. 1977), who bought and remodelled Barrington’s former summerhouse and restored 

Mongewell and Newnham churches.51 The manor house site itself was taken over by Carmel 

College in 1953.52 

Mongewell’s seclusion, especially in the hills, increasingly attracted wealthy 

outsiders. In the 1940s the theatrical impresario Sydney Blow and his wife the actress Hilda 

Trevelyan lived at Old Place in Witheridge Hill,53 and around the same time the actor Alastair 

Sim (d. 1976) built a new house (Forrigan) in woodland at Newnhamhill Bottom.54 Among his 

protégés was the actor George Cole (d. 2015), who lodged at Forrigan as a young man, and 

later built his own house (Donnelly) nearby.55 On the dip slope towards Stoke Row, the 

isolated Oakingham House was built in grand country-house style in the 1980s–90s for the 

businessman David Naylor-Leyland (who sold it before its completion), and in 2001 it was 

valued at £8 million.56 By the late 20th century the uplands were incorporated into Nuffield 

and Stoke Row civil parishes, formalizing inhabitants’ long-standing social and economic 

attachments with surrounding Chiltern villages such as Nettlebed.57 The lowlands, by 

contrast, remained firmly in Wallingford’s hinterland, new housing development on the 

Carmel College site being mainly intended to serve the growing town.58 

 

                                                      
47

 Country Life, 12 Jan. 1924; Reading Mercury, 25 May 1918; Beasley and Russell, Wallingford at 
War, 110. 
48

 Above, landscape etc. (par. bdies); landownership; below, relig. hist. (paroch. organizn). 
49

 ‘Reminiscences of Mongewell’; below, North Stoke, social hist. (since 1800). 
50

 OHC, RDC8/3/F9/21; ibid. S177/1/A1/2; ibid. MC MONG/358.4 (map of Mongewell Park for Air 
Ministry, 1943); Beasley and Russell, Wallingford at War, 110. 
51

 Reading Mercury, 12 June 1954; below, relig. hist. (relig. life). 
52

 Below (educ.). 
53

 OHC, RDC8/3/F9/13; RDC8/3/F9/21; A. Spencer-Harper, Dipping into the Wells (1999), 339–44. 
54

 OHC, RDC8/2/A5/6–7; ODNB, s.v. Alastair Sim; The Independent, 16 Aug. 1999. 
55

 OHC, RDC8/8/R3/2. 
56

 Daily Telegraph, 13 Oct. 2001 (‘Modern classic or £8M fake?’); above, landscape etc. (built 
character). 
57

 VCH Oxon. XVIII, 294–6; above, landscape etc. (par. bdies). 
58

 SODC online planning docs, P11/W2357, planning statement. 
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Education 

 

Parish, Board, and Primary Schools 

 

In the 18th century Mongewell’s rectors catechized children at Lent only if children presented 

themselves,59 while under David Durell (rector 1791–1852) the catechism and collect were 

taught at a Sunday school, which closed for several years but reopened in 1823.60 Shute 

Barrington paid for poor children to attend day school at Crowmarsh, before establishing a 

local school in an estate cottage at Mongewell Park c.1795.61 He later left money to support 

it,62 and save for one very brief closure it continued under the lord of the manor’s control until 

the formation of a school board in 1902.63 In the early 1800s it taught 10–12 boys and girls, 

who attended irregularly because of farm work.64 Attendance reached 20–26 in the 1830s 

(when the mistress was paid 4s. a week with accommodation),65 but fell to only 6–9 in the 

1860s–70s as the general population declined,66 and in 1878 the school closed following the 

mistress’s resignation, its seven pupils attending schools at Ipsden, North Stoke, and 

Wallingford. It reopened by 1881 with an intake of seventeen.67 Progress was generally 

good, and in 1885 a new classroom was added, while three years later the school’s c.28 

pupils moved to a new building on an adjoining site, paid for by the lady of the manor Mrs 

Fraser in memory of her mother.68 By the 1890s the school received government grants.69 

 In 1900 Alexander Fraser complained of rising costs following the admittance of 

pupils from North Stoke, and requested the creation of a school board covering both 

places.70 A new school with adjoining teacher’s house was accordingly built on the Goring 

road (just within North Stoke parish) in 1903, its £2,000 cost funded by the school board with 

a 30-year mortgage,71 and more than half of its c.50 pupils drawn from Mongewell. 

Standards were generally high, although progress under Margaret Burston (headmistress 

                                                      
59

 Secker’s Visit. 105; OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 556, f. 119; d 559, f. 123; d 562, f. 139; b 13, f. 86v. 
60

 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 707, f. 114; c 433, f. 147; b 39, f. 270; b 41, f. 157v.; Educ. Enq. Abstract 
(Parl. Papers 1835 (62), xlii), p. 750. 
61

 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 327, p. 30; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, social hist. (educ.). The cottage lay 
immediately W of Mongewell Fm: OHC, tithe award and map, no. 53; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. XLIX.15 
(1877 edn). 
62

 23rd Rep. Com. Char. (Parl. Papers 1830 (462), xii), 153. 
63

 TNA, ED 21/14507; Lond. Gaz. 4 Feb. 1902, p. 711; below. 
64

 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 433, f. 147; d 707, f. 114; Educ. of Poor Digest, p. 727. 
65

 Educ. Enq. Abstract, p. 750; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. b 39, f. 270. 
66

 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 332, f. 294v.; c 335, f. 258v.; c 341, f. 295; above, landscape etc. (popn). 
67

 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 344, f. 274; ibid. S177/1/A1/1; TNA, RG 11/1295, no. 31. 
68

 OHC, S177/1/A1/1; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1891); OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. XLIX.15 (1898 edn). 
69

 Retn Public Elem. Schs (Parl. Papers 1894 [C 7529], lxv), pp. 494–5; Schs in Receipt of Parl. 
Grants 1899–1900 (Parl. Papers 1900 [Cd 332], lxiv), p. 200. 
70

 TNA, ED 21/14507; below, North Stoke, social hist. (educ.). 
71

 OHC, S177/1/A5/1; ibid. POX0165646–54; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. XLIX.15 (1912 edn). 
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1915–30) was hindered by frequent changes of infants’ teacher,72 and improvements in the 

1930s (when the school was renamed Crowmarsh Mongewell council school) failed to 

lessen the challenge of teaching children aged 4–14 in only two classrooms, a problem 

exacerbated by the temporary evacuation of 26 children and three teachers from London in 

1939, with up to ten evacuees remaining until 1945.73 Children aged over 11 were 

transferred to Woodcote school the following year, reducing numbers in the reorganized 

primary school to c.20. The transition was managed by the long-serving headmistress Julia 

Jones (1930–50), whose successors maintained the school’s good reputation, and a 

threatened closure in 1955 was averted. The school was finally closed in 1971, however, 

when most of the remaining fifteen pupils were transferred to the new Crowmarsh primary 

school in Crowmarsh Gifford village.74 The building (of roughcast brick with tiled roofs) was 

converted by the county council into an outdoors study centre for primary schools, but was 

sold as a private residence in the 1990s; in 2017 it nevertheless retained the original girls’ 

and boys’ entrances, and a gabled bellcote hung on one of two tall chimney stacks set into 

the front wall.75 The earlier 1888 school building also became a house, and was sold on the 

break-up of Howard Gould’s estate in 1940.76 

  

 

 

Carmel College 

 

Kopul Rosen’s private Jewish boarding school opened in 1948 at Greenham Common near 

Newbury (Berks.), moving to the former manor house premises in Mongewell Park in 1953. 

Boys were admitted to the preparatory school aged eight, and in addition to the usual range 

                                                      
72

 OHC, Macc. House, no. 153; ibid. S177/1/A1/2. 
73

 TNA, ED 21/37947; ED 21/59546; OHC, S177/1/A1/2. 
74

 OHC, S177/1/A1/2–3; S177/1/A3/1; VCH Oxon. VII, 110; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, social hist. 
(educ.). 
75

 Oxford Mail, 18 Oct. 1974; SODC online planning docs, P13/S3850/HH. 
76

 OHC, RDC4/2/F5/4; ibid. RDC8/3/F9/13; SODC online planning docs, P54/H0137. 

The converted cottage (left) which originally housed Mongewell 
school, and (right) the new building into which it moved in 1888. 
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of subjects taught to O- and A-Level the curriculum included Classical and Modern Hebrew. 

Sports were played in the extensive grounds and existing gymnasium (and swimming pool), 

and included rowing on the Thames. An ambitious building programme provided 

accommodation for c.300 by 1961, when only a tiny fraction of the intake were non-Jewish 

day pupils. The college was strictly Orthodox, and in 1964 a 600-seat synagogue was 

consecrated by the Chief Rabbi. A separate girls’ school built in 1967 failed to attract 

sufficient pupils, and the building served as a junior school until its sale in 1980; instead girls 

were gradually admitted to the main school. By the 1990s the college’s fees were among the 

highest in the country, and abolition of the Assisted Places Scheme in 1997 prompted its 

sudden closure, affecting the 200 remaining pupils.77 More than 4,000 pupils passed through 

the school over all, amongst them the future MP Spencer Batiste, the Oxford biochemist 

Raymond Dwek, and the journalist Matthew Engel.78 A former housemaster was convicted in 

2015 of historic child sexual abuse at the college.79 

  

 

 

Welfare 

 

From the 16th century several of Mongewell’s inhabitants made small cash bequests to the 

poor, among them the demesne lessees Richard Clack, Christopher Willis, and William 

Davis.80 The lady of the manor Mary Barton (formerly Moleyns, d. 1590) left the larger sum 

of £20, while Mongewell received a quarter share of a similar amount left by her successor 

                                                      
77

 Carmel College Arch., CCarchives080201.pdf; CCarchives080401.pdf; CCarchives080501.pdf 
(accessed online); Country Life, 13 Nov. 1980; Didcot Herald, 30 July 1964; Observer Mag. 23 Sept. 
1973; The Sphere, 4 May 1957, pp. 191–2; The Times, 7 Feb. 1961, 21 Apr., 11 June 1997. For site 
and bldgs, above, landownership (manor ho.). 
78

 ODNB, s.v. Kopul Rosen; Who’s Who (2008), s.v. Batiste, Dwek; M. Engel, Engel’s England (2014), 
177. 
79

 www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-34604157 (accessed Nov. 2017). 
80

 TNA, PROB 11/42B/144; PROB 11/183/699; PROB 11/199/767; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 186, f. 
226v.; ibid. 70/2/29; 70/3/33; above, econ. hist. (1500–1800). 

Former classrooms awaiting demolition at Carmel College (closed 1997) 
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Anne Saunders (d. 1758).81 Further sporadic bequests included £50 left by the rector David 

Durell in 1852;82 the only endowed charity, however, was created in 1809 by the lord Shute 

Barrington (d. 1826), who left £30,000 to provide (inter alia) £70 a year to support the parish 

school, shop, and poor. By the 1850s c.£35 of the income was spent on clothing, fuel, food, 

and money for the poor at Christmas, with smaller distributions at other times.83 

 As elsewhere the bulk of the parish’s poor-relief costs were met from the poor rates, 

assessed initially on land and later on income. By the 1760s the churchwardens and 

overseers were spending c.£50 a year on poor relief, those helped including widows and 

children, while £3 11s. 11d. was paid to support a boy’s apprenticeship.84 Total expenditure 

(following national trends) rose sharply from £58 in 1776 to £230 in 1803, when 15 adults 

and 4 children received permanent outdoor relief, and 16 people were relieved occasionally, 

in all around a quarter of the population.85 The parish’s 4s. 3d. rate was then the lowest in 

the hundred, and according to Arthur Young Shute Barrington’s philanthropy prevented his 

cottagers from needing to claim relief.86 Even so costs increased to £439 by 1813 and were 

still £257 in 1815, when more than half the population required help, 20 permanently and 61 

occasionally.87 The pattern presumably partly reflected Mongewell’s uncharacteristically 

sharp population rise of some 62 per cent between 1801 and 1841, despite it being 

predominantly an ‘estate’ parish,88 and expenditure continued to rise more modestly 

thereafter, averaging £312 in the 1820s and reaching £395 by 1834.89 The following year 

Mongewell became part of Wallingford Poor Law Union, although the churchwardens and 

overseers continued to raise yearly poor rates, each levy in the mid 1840s (collected twice or 

three times a year) raising £72 at a rate of 1s. in the pound.90 

 In the 1860s George Brettle of Mongewell House contributed to Wallingford charities 

(including a coal fund) which may have extended to Mongewell, and by the 1880s the poor 

benefited also from church offertory collections.91 Barrington’s charity continued,92 and by a 

High Court judgement of 1900 the annual payment of £70 was divided between Wallingford 

cottage hospital (which admitted poor patients from Mongewell) and seven neighbouring 
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schools, including Crowmarsh Gifford, Ipsden, and Stoke Row.93 The charity’s income fell 

steeply following the financial crisis of 2008, and in 2016 (when it still nominally supported 

the same seven Church schools or their successors) it received only £266, while spending 

£405.94 A separate charity for the provision of clothing, fuel, or other benefits, governed by a 

Scheme of 1952, gave £10 vouchers to elderly and hard-up inhabitants until 2010, when 

payments ceased despite continuing income of £95 in 2016.95 No independent medical 

provision is known, and there were no parish friendly societies. 
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