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Manor Courts and Officers 

 

In the late 13th century the Lovedays probably held regular manor courts for their free and 

customary tenants, though declining business may have led to their abandonment following 

the village’s depopulation c.1300.1 Lords and tenants also owed suit to Ewelme hundred 

court, which by the 13th century was bound up with the honor of Wallingford’s courts, and at 

which Mongewell’s tithingman paid 3s. certainty money, 20s. hidage, and 10d. wardpenny 

for Wallingford castle.2 Certainty money increased to 3s. 6d. by the 15th century, when 

tenants answered for minor misdemeanours at the hundred’s (and later the honor’s) views of 

frankpledge, and from the 16th century the tithingman appeared jointly with a constable.3 

Both officers continued to attend the honor’s Ewelme division until the courts ceased in the 

1840s, by which time a distinction was drawn between inhabitants of the parish’s ‘lower’ and 

‘upper’ parts.4 

 

Parish Government and Officers 

 

Mongewell had a single churchwarden by 1530, briefly increased to two in the late 19th 

century when a rector’s and a parish churchwarden were elected by the vestry.5 By the 18th 

century separate rates were raised by the churchwarden, overseer of the poor, surveyor of 

highways, and constable, while a parish clerk was paid out of the churchwarden’s income. 

Officers were usually tenants of the main Mongewell manor, and served for several years at 

a time.6 In the 19th century the number of parish officers increased. Two overseers were 

elected by the 1840s and four in the 1870s, when a salaried assistant overseer was also 
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appointed. Two surveyors of the highways were later replaced by a single waywarden, who 

sometimes combined the office with that of poor-law guardian.7 Under the 1894 Local 

Government Act the vestry was presumably succeeded by a parish meeting, and following 

the parish’s abolition in 1932 Mongewell was represented on an enlarged Crowmarsh parish 

council.8 A joint parochial church council for North Stoke, Ipsden, and Mongewell was 

created following the union of the ecclesiastical parishes in 1927.9 

 

                                                      
7
 Ibid. PAR177/2/A1/1. 
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