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Until the 20th century Newnham’s economy was predominantly agricultural. Demesne and 

tenanted farms were scattered throughout the parish, the absence of medieval customary 

tenure creating a high demand for wage labour, which was later met in part by provision of 

tied cottages.1 Villagers benefited from proximity to markets at Crowmarsh and Wallingford, 

and a variety of rural trades and crafts included quarrying and brickmaking, while in the 

Chilterns wood-based occupations such as chair-turning also developed. Typically for the 

region, sheep-and-corn farming was combined with cattle rearing and dairying, and 

continued in the early 21st century. 

 

 

 

 

The Agricultural Landscape 

 

From the Middle Ages Newnham contained a mixed landscape of extensive woodland, open 

and inclosed arable fields, meadow, pasture, and heath. Inclosure of the open fields was a 

gradual process. In the west of the parish North and South fields (extending probably as far 

as Icknield Way) were only fully inclosed in the 19th century, although as early as the 1220s 

Reading abbey’s demesne there was consolidated into large blocks.2 A standard three-

course rotation may have been followed in the 14th century, with a third of the land left fallow 

each year for communal grazing.3 By 1606 the main manor contained only 86 a. in North 

                                            
1
 e.g. TNA, LR 2/224, f. 152; below. 

2
 Reading Abbey Cart. I, pp. 382, 384, 389; below (medieval farming). 

3
 TNA, C 135/134/9 (MS defective). 
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field and 65 a. in South field, while a further 200 a. of arable lay in three large closes of 

which 8 a. were laid down to grass, suggesting some limited introduction of ley farming 

(alternate cropping and pasture).4 Even so in 1737 Newnham farm’s 116 a. of open-field 

arable remained unevenly distributed among 37 separate pieces, which were largely 

unaltered at the manor’s sale in 1797.5 On the higher ground in the east any open fields 

were inclosed earlier. Turner’s Court was wholly inclosed by the 1620s,6 and at English, too, 

open-field farming (if it was ever practised) is unlikely to have persisted beyond 1600.7 

 Woodland west of Icknield Way was restricted by the 18th century to thin shaws of 

elm along arable field boundaries,8 supplemented by some additional trees planted later in 

the grounds of Newnham House.9 Open-field names such as ‘Bech’ (or beech) furlong 

suggest that some larger pockets of woodland may have survived there into the Middle 

Ages,10 although the largest concentration was probably always on the higher ground, where 

in 1326 a manorial beechwood provided tenants with fuel allowances and timber for house 

repairs.11 In general beech was probably more common on the Chiltern dip slope, and oak 

and elm on the scarp. Newnham wood (east of Icknield Way) comprised 90 a. of mostly oak 

wood-pasture in 1606, and oak and elm were dominant, too, on the Turner’s Court estate in 

1628, when 240 oaks were sold. Meanwhile beech predominated at Whetstones End near 

Stoke Row, where 30 a. of wood-pasture lay in common.12 By the 1840s much woodland 

had been cleared for arable on both the scarp and the dip slope, and in 2017 the ancient 

parish remained less wooded than many of its neighbours.13 

Meadow lay mostly by the Thames. In the Middle Ages some was held privately and 

some in common, though by the 17th century it was probably all inclosed.14 Low-lying 

ground at the meadow’s edge (called Marsh furlong in the 13th century) may have been 

alternately cropped and laid to grass according to need.15 Common grazing was permitted in 

the fallow field and, from the Middle Ages, in 10 a. of heath, and a 4-a. arable close opened 

at Lammas (1 August). Even in the Chilterns, however, it was probably never very 

                                            
4
 Ibid. LR 2/224, f. 152; ibid. E 315/388/1, f. 34. 

5
 Berks RO, D/EH T81; ibid. D/ESt/E2. 

6
 LMA, CLA/044/03/007/013, p. 33; CLA/044/03/004/004/001, f. 135. 

7
 TNA, PROB 11/106/187. 

8
 Berks RO, D/ESt/E2; OHC, tithe award and map. 

9
 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. XLIX.11 (1878 edn); Sale Cat., Newnham Manor Est. (1902): copy in Bodl. 

GA Oxon. b 6 (35). 
10

 Reading Abbey Cart. I, p. 384. 
11

 TNA, C 134/102/6 (mentioning haybote and housebote). 
12

 Ibid. LR 2/224, f. 152; ibid. E 315/388/1, f. 34; LMA, CLA/044/03/007/013, p. 33; 
CLA/044/03/004/004/001, f. 135; VCH Oxon. XVIII, 44. 
13

 OHC, tithe award and map; OS Map 1:25000, sheet 171 (2009 edn). 
14

 Rot. Hund. II, 777; Reading Abbey Cart. I, p. 382; TNA, E 315/388/1, f. 34. 
15

 H.O. Coxe and W.H. Turner, Cal. Charters in Bodleian Library (1878), 13; Berks RO, D/EH T81. 
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extensive.16 Exclusive rights of pasturage were maintained by Newnham’s 18th-century lords 

on the waste at Newnham Hill, where 16 a. of common land were registered under the 

Commons Registration Act of 1965.17 

 

Medieval Tenant and Demesne Farming 

 

In 1086 Newnham manor had only nine ploughteams on land sufficient for sixteen, possibly 

because former arable land had been converted to grazing. No permanent pasture was 

mentioned, however, and only 8 a. of meadow, while woodland measuring 6 furlongs by 3 

(c.126 a.) lay probably in the east of the parish. Thirteen villani and ten bordars had five 

ploughteams between them, and another four teams (worked partly by nine slaves or servi) 

were employed on the lord’s demesne, contributing to an increase in the manor’s annual 

value from £12 in 1066 to £17.18 

 Later medieval demesne farming at Newnham must (in contrast to the 11th century) 

have relied heavily on wage labour, since by then so little customary labour was available. 

Tenant landholding was dominated by free tenure by the 1270s, with over 30 yardlands held 

by 24 free tenants or their subtenants; only three cottars owed harvest services at the lord’s 

autumn boonwork, plus a day’s labour making and stacking hay.19 The demesne itself was 

already partly consolidated: 60 a. given by Richard Morin to Reading abbey in 1219 lay in 

three parcels of between 8 and 36 a., while a later gift of 61 a. lay in six parcels of 5–16 

acres.20 Several of the manor’s free tenants, by contrast, still held intermingled open-field 

strips of 1–1½-a. in the 1330s.21 An active land market allowed outsiders to accumulate 

sometimes substantial holdings in the parish, amongst them an 82-a. estate occupied by the 

merchant William of Wallingford in 1324. Most such agglomerations may, however, have 

been only temporary.22 

 Mixed farming continued throughout the medieval period, with an emphasis on corn-

growing. William Morin sold the ripening crop from 10 a. abutting the crofts along the village 

street c.1222, and grazed his plough-oxen on nearby meadows,23 a surplus of hay (at least 

near the river) being suggested by the fact that a Nuffield tenant fetched a cart-load annually 

                                            
16

 Rot. Hund. II, 777; TNA, E 315/388/1, f. 34; ibid. LR 2/224, f. 152; Reading Mercury, 27 June 1785. 
17

 Berks RO, D/EH T81; OHC, tithe award and map; OS Map 1:25000, sheet 171 (2009 edn); 
www.acraew.org.uk, no. 274178 (accessed Mar. 2017). 
18

 VCH Oxon. I, 418. 
19

 Rot. Hund. II, 777; below, social hist. (Middle Ages). 
20

 Reading Abbey Cart. I, pp. 382, 384, 389. 
21

 Berks RO, W/RTb 116; cf. HMC 6th Rep. (1877), 587, 589. 
22

 TNA, CP 25/1/189/16, no. 82; cf. above, manors (other estates). 
23

 Reading Abbey Cart. I, pp. 382, 384–5. 
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for use on Huntercombe manor.24 Land quality across the parish varied greatly, however. 

Walter de Huntercombe’s demesne in 1313 included 160 a. of low-lying arable worth 4d. an 

acre, whereas 56 a. ‘above the hill’ was worth only half as much, while demesne grassland 

similarly included 18 a. of meadow worth the exceptionally high sum of 5s. an acre alongside 

less valuable ‘good pasture’ and ‘heath pasture’. Annual wood profits were only 2s., and a 

Thames fishery was valued at ½ mark (6s. 8d.). Walter’s successor Sir William Bereford (d. 

1326) reduced his demesne arable to 100 a. ‘below the hill’ and 40 a. above it, and overall 

valuations of the demesne farm fell sharply from £9 to £3,25 perhaps reflecting losses during 

the years of national famine and agrarian crisis (1315–22). After the Black Death Sir John 

Bereford (d. c.1356) continued to crop two thirds of the demesne’s two carucates (c.260 a.) 

annually,26 but by the late 15th century some arable had been converted to pasture following 

a common pattern, including 200 a. inclosed and grazed by Thomas Broke of Ewelme.27 In 

1437 two oxen impounded for illegally grazing the lord’s pasture were removed without 

permission by their keeper Richard Freeman of Abingdon, who was most likely an itinerant 

livestock drover.28 

 

Farms and Farming 1500–1800 

 

The parish’s three principal estates of Newnham manor, Turner’s Court, and English 

continued as large demesne or leasehold farms into the 16th and 17th centuries, while 

several smaller holdings were owner-occupied by free tenants.29 In the early 16th century 

the Crown let Newnham manor and demesne to Ralph Adeane (d. 1534) on a 21-year lease, 

at the low rent of £13 8s. 8d. a year.30 Typically for the area Adeane prospered by growing 

wheat and barley (some of it malted for brewing), running a large sheep flock (at least 270-

strong at his death), and keeping oxen and horses for ploughing and carting. His principal 

market was probably Wallingford, where he rented out two houses and left corn for the 

upkeep of the bridge. He also bought land in Newnham and Crowmarsh, and in 1524 was 

taxed on goods worth £40, four times the assessment of the next highest taxpayer.31 His 

successors John Stampe, Edward Skinner, and Francis Mercer prospered also,32 although 

Edward Cliffe (lessee in the 1610s) complained of the estate’s previous ‘bad husbandry’. In 

                                            
24

 Rot. Hund. II, 759; VCH Oxon. XVIII, 351. 
25

 TNA, C 134/30/4; C 134/102/6. 
26

 Ibid. C 135/134/9. 
27

 I.S. Leadam (ed.), Domesday of Inclosures 1517–1518 (1897), I, 364; VCH Oxon. V, 243. 
28

 TNA, SC 2/212/12, m. 10d. 
29

 VCH Oxon. XVIII, 41, 47 for Turner’s Court. 
30

 TNA, SC 6/HENVIII/2910; SC 6/HENVIII/6899; SC 6/HENVIII/6900; above, manors. 
31

 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 178, ff. 96–97v.; TNA, E 179/161/195. 
32

 TNA, E 179/162/233; E 179/162/341; E 179/162/346; ibid. PROB 11/64/287; PROB 11/74/158. 
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particular the arable was ‘out of heart’ as a result of too frequent tillage, presumably without 

adequate manuring.33 

Similar sheep-and-corn farming was practised elsewhere in the parish, often 

combined with small-scale dairying and cheese-making.34 At English Ralph Warcopp (d. 

1605) kept a herd of young cattle (probably bred on the farm) together with sheep, pigs, 

poultry, and horses, and stocks of corn, hay, fuel, fruit, and hops. Beneficiaries under his will 

included his shepherd and chief ploughman, while farm equipment included ploughs, 

harrows, and dung carts. Another beneficiary was the Warcopps’ tenant Thomas Turtle, who 

was excused a £30 entry fine for his 21-year lease:35 the Turtles were long-established at 

English, Richard Eton (d. 1540) having left Thomas’s father 20 ewes, which were folded to 

fertilize the arable.36 Thomas’s brother Ralph Turtle (d. 1609) also farmed in the parish, 

leaving £13-worth of grain, hay, and stock including wheat, barley, cattle, sheep, and pigs.37 

The small scale of Ralph Turtle’s farming was typical of Newnham in the first half of 

the 17th century, when most people left goods worth only £5–£65. Individual sown acreages 

were relatively modest, as with John Calcott’s 27 a. of barley, wheat, peas, and winter 

vetches in 1631. The figures suggest that most tenants occupied no more than a yardland, 

reckoned in 1628 at c.40 acres.38 Larger enterprises emerged later in the century, for 

example at Whetstones End, where Edmund Crook (d. 1671) left goods worth almost £400 

including £140-worth of corn, 9 horses worth £45, 115 sheep worth £30, and 12 cows worth 

£20. His land extended into Nuffield and Stoke Row (where he paid tithes), and he employed 

at least one regular farm hand and several other casual workers. At his death he owed £5 

10s. for 5 week’s rent, implying an annual total of c.£57.39 Even so his house was assessed 

on only one hearth in 1665, suggesting that economic prosperity was not yet synonymous 

with greater domestic comfort. William Emery (d. 1691) was similarly assessed on only two 

hearths, even though money owed him at his death included almost £20 in half-year rents 

from five subtenants, and the enormous sum of c.£2,200 lent out in more than fifty separate 

bonds and mortgages to debtors including Jethro Tull of Crowmarsh.40 

In the 18th century the parish included six or seven large farms. Newnham farm (409 

a.) was let in the 1730s to John Claxson of Woodcote, whose accompanying right to a 

fishery in the Thames was disputed by a neighbour.41 The farm extended to Icknield Way, 

                                            
33

 Ibid. C 2/JASI/C15/61; cf. Berks RO, D/ESt/T65 for a later lease. 
34

 e.g. OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 43/3/37; 12/3/39; 66/1/36; 44/3/30 for cheese-making. 
35

 TNA, PROB 11/106/187. 
36

 Ibid. PROB 11/28/71; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 185, ff. 420–1. 
37

 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 65/3/15. 
38

 Ibid. 12/3/39; LMA, CLA/044/03/004/004/001, f. 133. 
39

 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 163/1/14. 
40

 Hearth Tax Oxon. 2; TNA, PROB 5/4284; PROB 11/405/181; below, social hist. (1500–1800). 
41

 Berks RO, D/ESt/E1–2; D/ESt/L2. 
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where a separate farmhouse called Uphill or Newnham Wood (later Blenheim) Farm was 

built before the 1760s. Lonesome Farm (east of Cox’s Lane) was added before the 1790s,42 

both buildings probably housing farm workers.43 In 1797 Newnham farm was let to William 

Hazel at £240 a year, while the smaller Home (or Cresswells) farm yielded £21, its tenant 

Jonathan Mayne renting additional land from other owners.44 At the same time Turner’s 

Court was let to Thomas Harward and English to Joshua Rutland, whose premises included 

two barns and a stable, a granary and carthouse, and separate corn and hay rickyards.45 

John Lewis combined Timbers farm with Huntercombe farm in Nuffield, while c.120 a. at 

Newnham Hill (let in 1770 for 21 years at £26 a year) was farmed from Rotherfield Greys.46 

A second farm at Newnham Hill was owner-occupied by Matthias Chessall (d. 1811).47 

Several labourers’ cottages at Newnham Hill belonged to Newnham manor, and in the 1760s 

were let with ½ a. of land each at 10s. a year, on 21-year leases.48 

 

 

 

Farms and Farming Since 1800 

 

Farm size fluctuated after 1800, especially in the west of the parish where Thomas Toovey 

(d. 1834) consolidated the 730-a. Newnham manor estate and probably ran it through a 

bailiff.49 His successors kept in hand the Thames fishery and nearby patches of woodland 

and waste (87 a. including game coverts), but let Newnham farm (697 a.) to Charles Fuller in 

                                            
42

 Jefferys, Oxon. Map (1767); Davis, Oxon. Map (1797). 
43

 OHC, SL183/2/D/1; Pedgley, Crowmarsh, 41. 
44

 Berks RO, D/EH T81; OHC, QSD/L/94; QSD/E/1, pp. 1–2. 
45

 OHC, QSD/L/94; ibid. B33/F13/1, p. 116; VCH Oxon. XVIII, 41. 
46

 OHC, QSD/L/94; Oxf. Jnl, 14 June 1775, 27 Jan. 1810; Reading Mercury, 27 June 1785, 30 May 
1796; VCH Oxon. XVI, 286; XVIII, 353–4. 
47

 OHC, BOR/3/D/III/1, p. 7; ibid. MS dd Cooper and Caldecott c 6 (4); ibid. MS Wills Oxon. 230/1/24; 
VCH Oxon. XVIII, 36; above, manors (other estates). 
48

 Berks RO, D/EH T81. 
49

 OHC, QSD/L/94; ibid. tithe award and map; Pedgley, Crowmarsh, 40, 43. 

Cattle on the low-lying Newnham Farm by the Thames. 
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the 1840s–90s, and later to John Manley on a yearly tenancy.50 By 1908 the farms had been 

reconfigured, with Newnham farm (210 a.), Lonesome and Home farms (369 a.), and 

Blenheim farm (77 a.) let respectively to William Pither, John Rowden, and Frederick 

Scudds.51 Lonesome and Home farms were subsequently absorbed into Crowmarsh 

Gifford’s Coldharbour estate,52 while the Wilders of Crowmarsh bought Blenheim farm; that 

was later managed from Mongewell, and by the 1980s the buildings were no longer in 

agricultural use.53 Newnham farm was sold to William F. Young in the 1920s (when it 

covered 180 a.), and later to Carmel College in Mongewell, and remained a working farm in 

2017.54 

 Grain prices remained buoyant in the region until the 1870s, and throughout that 

period farming remained overwhelmingly arable both on the low-lying Newnham farm and on 

the uplands.55 At English the agriculturalist Arthur Young (writing c.1807) reported a four-

course rotation of turnips, barley or oats, clover, and wheat, and was impressed at the turnip 

yield ‘upon difficult land’, commending the farmer Thomas Deane for careful manuring with 

dung from more than 200 sheep. Deane’s breeding flock comprised Berkshire ewes (well 

suited for folding), and the fattened lambs were sold from Easter to September.56 By the 

1860s, when it was praised for its mutton, English farm extended beyond Newnham into 

several neighbouring parishes, its 879 a. employing 25 adult labourers and 7 boys in 1871. 

Newnham farm was similarly labour-intensive, while the smaller Turner’s Court farm 

employed around half as many workers, and Newnhamhill farm (under the Brazil family) just 

5–6 men and boys.57 In 1870 those four farms together (the only ones over 100 a. each) 

worked the bulk of the parish’s cultivable area, comprising 1,250 a. of arable and 540 a. 

grass. Cereals (wheat, barley, and oats) accounted for 55 per cent of the arable, fodder 

crops (especially turnips) 37 per cent, and fallow the remaining 8 per cent, while the grass 

supported 70 dairy and other cattle and over 1,600 sheep.58 

 Land use remained unchanged until almost the end of the 19th century. By 1900 

arable and grass were more evenly balanced, however,59 and as elsewhere in the region 

                                            
50

 Sale Cat., Newnham Manor Est. (1902): copy in Bodl. GA Oxon. b 6 (35); PO Dir. Oxon. (1847–77 
edns); Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883–1903 edns). 
51

 Sale Cat., Newnham Manor Est. (1908): copy in NMR, SC00842; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1907–11 
edns); OHC, DV XII/18; Sale Cat., Newnham Murren Est. (1913): copy in ibid. PC181/D1/1. 
52

 OHC, B28/1/F1/169; B28/1/F1/417; ibid. RDC8/8/M1/13; SODC planning docs, P69/H0186; 
P16/S3852/FUL (accessed online); above, Crowmarsh Gifford, manor (other estates). 
53

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1928–31 edns); OHC, RDC4/2/F5/15; TNA, MAF 32/911/127, no. 5; SODC 
planning docs, P73/H1118; P85/W0447; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, econ. hist. (trades). 
54

 Berks RO, D/EX 898/2/729; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1928–39 edns); OHC, RDC4/2/F4/14; below. 
55

 OHC, tithe award and map; cf. Oxon. Atlas, pp. 110–12 for prices. 
56

 Young, Oxon. Agric. 10, 119, 167, 194, 256, 266, 304. 
57

 Reading Mercury, 26 Dec. 1863; OHC, P402/2/M/1; TNA, RG 9/741; RG 10/1273. 
58

 TNA, MAF 68/255. 
59

 Ibid. MAF 68/711; MAF 68/1281; MAF 68/1851. 
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falling corn prices saw an increase in dairying, the number of cattle (129 by 1910) growing at 

the expense of both sheep and pigs. As the arable area shrank cereals occupied a larger 

share, and heavy yields of 6 quarters of wheat per acre were achieved at English in 1913.60 

By the 1930s even cereals were in retreat, however, and under the Purdies English farm 

(444 a.) was largely devoted to dairying.61 At Newnham farm only a sixth of the land was 

cultivated, and around Newnham Hill so much arable was abandoned that it was colonized 

by weeds.62 During the Second World War English’s tenant reduced the stock and ploughed 

up a considerable acreage of grass, although in 1941 still less than a third of his land was 

cropped, and he lacked arable experience. At Newnhamhill farm two fifths of its 122 a. were 

cultivated, although there, too, plentiful grass was needed for fattening young cattle.63 

 

 

 

 In the post-war period arable farming struggled to regain its former dominance. At 

Timbers farm in 1958 the emphasis was still on milk, beef, lambs, pigs, and poultry, though 

more than a third of its acreage was under wheat (185 acres).64 Wheat and barley 

dominated rotations on the lower-lying Lonesome farm in 1960, when the cattle trade was 

said to have ‘sadly fallen’; even so crops accounted for only a fifth of the Coldharbour 

estate’s valuation as a whole, compared with three quarters for cattle and pigs.65 Later 

buildings at Lonesome (including a steel-framed granary erected in 1989) were mostly 

geared to arable,66 but at Blenheim cattle and sheep remained prominent until the farm was 

developed as a horse-riding school and later a stud.67 Meanwhile a dairy herd of 90–100 

cows at Newnham farm in the 1990s was milked in a converted barn, until complaints by 

residents prompted their removal and the extension of the farm’s poultry business.68 The 

                                            
60

 Ibid. MAF 68/2421; Orr, Oxon. Agric. 11. 
61

 TNA, MAF 68/3525; MAF 32/916/226, no. 2. 
62

 Berks RO, D/EX 898/2/729; J.H. Baker, Land of the Gap (1937), 182. 
63

 TNA, MAF 32/911/127, no. 13; MAF 32/916/226, no. 2. 
64

 Reading Mercury, 9 Aug. 1958; VCH Oxon. XVIII, 354–5. 
65

 OHC, B28/1/F1/417. 
66

 SODC planning docs, P64/H0248; P64/H1004; P69/H0186; P89/W0386. 
67

 Ibid. P57/H0224; P73/H1118; P10/W1184. 
68

 Ibid. P97/W0722/RET; P00/W0597; cf. P79/W0682; P86/W0088. 

Cattle on the uplands at Newnhamhill Bottom. 
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Purdies of English by then cropped only c.60 a., grazing their remaining 340 a. to fatten beef 

cattle for sale at Banbury, Reading, and Thame.69 

 

Trades, Crafts, and Retailing 

 

Despite the village’s north–south division between Crowmarsh and Newnham parishes, 

village-based trades and services served both communities throughout their history.70 

Newnham’s villagers presumably participated in Crowmarsh’s medieval market and later in 

its annual fair, and though few can be identified among the ‘market-men’ and ‘market-

women’ named in Wallingford’s 13th-century borough records, possibly they were included 

in the returns for Crowmarsh.71 Passing roadside trade (as on the Crowmarsh side of the 

street) is suggested by widespread brewing, with ten fines paid for breaking the assize of ale 

in 1296–7,72 while medieval occupational surnames (supplemented by additional Crowmarsh 

ones) included both cooper and dyer.73 Both parishes nevertheless remained predominantly 

agricultural, and in Newnham few other trades and crafts are known before the 17th century. 

Ralph Croxford (d. 1634) was a wheelwright and John Ayre (d. 1638) a stonemason, while in 

the 1660s John Button was an innkeeper.74 A few inhabitants kept spinning wheels for linen 

or wool, but cloth-making remained small-scale, and in 1704 an unemployed tailor applied 

for parish relief.75 Resident blacksmiths (though established on the Crowmarsh side) are 

unknown in Newnham before the 1690s, though later they included Henry Reading (d. 1742) 

and John Dyer (d. 1790).76 Carpenter and hawker were among other 18th-century 

occupations.77 

 Thirteen Newnham households were involved in trade or crafts in 1811 and twelve in 

1831,78 while ten years later the Newnham part of the village supported two carpenters and 

two tailors, and a blacksmith, butcher, innkeeper, shoemaker, and wheelwright. An iron 

founder probably worked at Dunsden’s foundry in Crowmarsh. 79 Another shoemaker lived in 

the Chilterns, where by the later 19th century there were also several wood-based craftsmen 

                                            
69

 A. Spencer-Harper, Dipping into the Wells (1999), 307–8. 
70

 Above, intro. (par. bdies); Crowmarsh Gifford, econ. hist. (trades). 
71

 N.M. Herbert, ‘The Borough of Wallingford 1155–1400' (Reading Univ. PhD thesis, 1971), 137, App. 
Va–c; Berks RO, W/FC 18–19; HMC 6th Rep. (1877), 576, 578–9; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, econ. 
hist. (trades). 
72

 Cornwall Accts, I, 126. 
73

 Rot. Hund. II, 777; TNA, E 179/161/8. 
74

 TNA, PROB 11/165/536; OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 80/5/5; 295/1/64; below, social hist. (1500–1800). 
75

 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 1/5/52; 66/1/36; 163/1/14; ibid. Cal. QS, III, 394. 
76

 Ibid. Cal. QS, I, 83; ibid. MSS Wills Oxon. 173/1/54; 19/4/30. 
77

 Ibid. MS Wills Oxon. 114/3/8; ibid. Cal. QS, I, 261; ibid. par. reg. transcript, s.a. 1778. 
78

 Census, 1811–31. 
79

 TNA, HO 107/882; cf. OHC, par. reg. transcript (baptisms); ibid. Cal. QS, II, 257b, 324. For 
Dunsden, above, Crowmarsh Gifford, econ. hist. (trades). 
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including chair-turners.80 The brick- and tile-maker William Phillips (d. 1891) moved to 

Newnham from Nettlebed before 1861, and established a kiln in the village probably on the 

site where his son George subsequently ran a builders’ merchants. Though initially 

employing only two men and a boy the business expanded and prospered until the 1880s 

when rural brickmaking fell into decline,81 and in 2017 the succeeding builders’ merchants 

was still operating as a branch of Jewson’s. Some other long-standing trades ceased in the 

early 20th century with the closure of the village smithy and Dandridge’s butcher’s shop and 

the departure of the Smith family of thatchers,82 and though a few traditional trades persisted 

in the 1920s–30s (including boot repairer, laundress, and wheelwright), as on the 

Crowmarsh side most of them subsequently closed.83 By the 1950s–60s only the Queen’s 

Head public house and the post office remained, alongside Phillips’s timber and builders’ 

merchants.84 

 

  

 

 

A garden-machinery repair business was set up in the grounds of Newnham House 

in the 1970s, and in the early  21st century the agricultural machinery company Lister Wilder 

Ltd relocated there from Crowmarsh.85 A kennels established at Blenheim Farm in the 1950s 

was joined in the 1980s by a ceramic pottery workshop (later relocated to Newnham farm), 

                                            
80

 TNA, RG 10/1273; RG 12/986. 
81

 Ibid. RG 9/741; RG 10/1273; RG 11/1295; J. Bond et al., Oxon. Brickmakers (1980), 20–1. 
82

 TNA, RG 13/1140, nos. 5, 9, 14; Pedgley, Crowmarsh, 90–1, 94, 97. 
83

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1920–39 edns); Pedgley, Crowmarsh, 92–3; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, econ. 
hist. (trades). 
84

 Oxon. Dir. (1958–9); OS Map 1:2500, SU 6189 (1968 edn). 
85

 SODC planning docs, P77/W0223/CU; P82/W0122; P07/W0827/O; P11/W0190; above, 
Crowmarsh Gifford, econ. hist. (trades). 

Phillips’s timber and builders’ merchants, now Jewson’s 
(left) and the village shop and former post office (right). 
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while a caravan park was established by the 1950s on former meadow land near Wallingford 

bridge.86 

 

Quarrying 

 

As in Crowmarsh, small-scale quarrying of chalk, lime, and gravel was apparently 

widespread. A chalk pit (crundel) was mentioned in the 966 charter,87 and in the 19th century 

chalk for improving the soil was dug from numerous small pits scattered especially on the 

Chiltern dip slope, where field names included Chalk close and Stone piece.88 In the west of 

the parish, William Phillips ran a lime kiln at the chalk pit on Crowmarsh hill.89 A gravel pit at 

Blenheim farm belonged to the manor, and in the early 20th century (when it was leased 

subject to a royalty of 6d. a load) it was worth an estimated £20 a year.90 In the 1920s it 

belonged to Tarflint Ltd, and was dug until the 1940s or 50s.91 

                                            
86

 SODC planning docs, P59/H0559; P69/H0303; P85/W0447; P91/W0462; P11/W0218; below, social 
hist. (since 1800). 
87

 Sawyer S.738; above, intro. (settlement). 
88

 Orr, Oxon. Agric. 175; OHC, tithe award and map; OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LIII.1, LIII.2, LIII.6 
(1878–1913 edns). 
89

 TNA, RG 9/741, no. 10; RG 12/986, no. 20; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, econ. hist. (quarrying). 
90

 TNA, RG 13/1140, no. 13; Sale Cat., Newnham Manor Est. (1908): copy in NMR, SC00842; Sale 
Cat., Newnham Murren Est. (1913): copy in OHC, PC181/D1/1. 
91

 OHC, RDC4/2/F4/14; W.J. Arkell, ‘Palaeoliths from the Wallingford Fan-Gravels’, Oxoniensia 8/9 
(1943–4), 1–6. It was disused by 1958: SODC planning docs, P58/H0713. 


