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Manor Courts and Officers 

 

Newnham’s medieval lords held regular manor courts, attended by some (but apparently not 

all) of their free tenants.1 Court profits in 1313 were worth 12d. a year, rising to 6s. 8d. by 

1356.2 How long they continued is unclear: courts were excluded from the Crown’s grant to 

Sir John Fortescue in 1582, and no later mention has been found,3 their disappearance 

perhaps partly reflecting the absence of copyhold tenure. No manor court at English is 

known. 

 By the 13th century the hundred’s leet jurisdiction belonged to the honor of 

Wallingford,4 at whose annual view in 1296–7 Newnham’s tithingman paid 2s. certainty 

money and fines for misdemeanours.5 In the 15th century the view met at North Stoke, and 

was attended by separate tithingmen for Newnham and Heath End, representing the 

manor’s settlements either side of the Chiltern scarp.6 At the view in 1536 (by then held at 

Checkendon) a constable and two tithingmen were fined for failing to maintain Newnham 

ditch, presumably that bordering Crowmarsh along the Wallingford–Henley road.7 Views 

continued following the honor’s reconfiguration as the honor of Ewelme in 1540, with 

Newnham later included in its Ipsden division. During the 18th and 19th centuries they met 

at various locations including (on at least one occasion) Newnham itself; separate tithingmen 

and constables still represented Newnham ‘above the hill’ and ‘below the hill’, and by then 

the latter tithing group also had a hayward in charge of the open fields, appointed until the 

1830s. The honor courts ceased soon after.8 
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Parish Government and Officers 

 

A single churchwarden was named in 1530 and two in 1552–3,9 and by the 18th century the 

vestry elected one a year, usually a prominent local farmer who served for several terms. 

Accounts survive from 1751, when the churchwarden’s income came from rates and the rent 

of ½ a. of church land. Expenditure chiefly concerned the church fabric and furnishings and 

the parish clerk’s wages (10s. rising to 21s. by 1852), although periodic payments were 

made for controlling vermin, repairing roads, and distributing charitable gifts to vagrants.10 

Poor relief was administered jointly by the churchwarden and the overseers of the poor, of 

whom there were two in the 1830s when they raised their own rates.11 Other parish officers 

mentioned in the 19th century included surveyors of the highways.12 

 Under the 1894 Local Government Act the vestry was succeeded by a parish 

meeting with reduced powers, which appointed two overseers and dealt with such matters 

as street lighting, sanitation, road repairs, parochial celebrations, and the administration of 

Emery’s charity.13 Following the parish’s abolition in 1932 Newnham was represented on an 

enlarged Crowmarsh parish council, while a joint parochial church council for Newnham and 

Crowmarsh was created following the union of the ecclesiastical parishes in 1907–8.14 
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