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Social Character and the Life of the Community 

 

The Middle Ages 

 

In 1086 Newnham’s 32 tenant households made it one of the more populous manors in the 

area, and though its mix of 13 villani, 10 bordars, and 9 slaves or servi was broadly in line 

with the region’s other agricultural communities, the proportion of slaves in the population 

(28 per cent) was high.1 A descendant may have been the 13th-century free tenant Richard 

Slav (mentioned in 1241),2 although by then the tenurial situation was reversed, with virtually 

all of Newnham’s inhabitants holding by free tenure, and only three cottars occupying unfree 

customary holdings of ½ a. each.3 The shift (which is otherwise undated) presumably 

reflects lordly policy, and may have been influenced both by the prevalence of free tenure at 

Crowmarsh and by the village’s proximity to Wallingford, where 20 houses belonging to 

Newnham manor were held by the Domesday lord Miles Crispin in 1086.4 Newnham’s late 

13th-century freeholders nevertheless formed an extremely diverse group, occupying 

holdings which varied in size from 1 a. to 6 yardlands. Less than half of them held directly of 

the lord, the rest being tenants of mesne lords including Richard Morin, Geoffrey English, 

and several religious houses.5 Contemporary charters suggest that complex subletting was 

widespread, with some subtenants owing rents and light labour services.6 

Social divisions between the parish’s village and upland communities may have been 

amplified by the 12th- and 13th-century fragmentation of the manor. Tenants of the newly 

created English manor on the Chiltern dip slope most likely followed their lords in attending 

nearby Nuffield or Nettlebed churches rather than Newnham’s remote Thames-side chapel,7 

and presumably engaged with their Chiltern neighbours more generally. Richard English was 

expressly described as ‘of Chyltron’ in 1432, by which time a separate tithingman 

                                            
1
 VCH Oxon. I, 418; Oxon. Atlas, pp. 34–5. 

2
 Oxon. Eyre, 1241, no. 542. 

3
 Rot. Hund. II, 777; above, econ. hist. (medieval farming). 

4
 VCH Berks. I, 325; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, social hist. (Middle Ages). 

5
 Rot. Hund. II, 777. 

6
 e.g. Reading Abbey Cart. I, pp. 382, 386; Oxon. Fines, pp. 81, 83; HMC 6th Rep. (1877), 587. 

7
 Above, manors (English); below, relig. hist. (pastoral care). 
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represented the parish’s upland inhabitants at the honor of Wallingford’s courts.8 In the vale, 

the social character of Newnham village was probably indistinguishable from that of 

Crowmarsh on the opposite side of the main street, and judging from early 14th-century 

surnames its location on a major road attracted outsiders from such places as Abingdon, 

Mongewell, and Shillingford. By contrast the longevity of upland names such as Cruce, 

Dene, Heath (or Bruere), Sunday, and Whitestone may reflect a more closed society.9 

Parish-wide tax assessments showed the usual range of wealth, with ten taxpayers in 1327 

charged on goods worth between 10s. and £5, including five assessed on 30s.–40s. The 

relatively small number of taxpayers nevertheless suggests high levels of evasion or 

poverty.10 

Five of the parish’s chief landholders were granted free warren during the 13th and 

14th centuries, allowing them to hunt small game on their demesnes.11 Among them were 

the resident lords of English manor, who played an active role in local gentry society and 

over several generations increased their wealth and social status.12 Richard English (d. 

1368), styled a king’s yeoman (valettus), was in the service of the Black Prince in the 

1360s,13 although later family members may have never risen above the rank of esquire 

(armiger).14 Newnham manor was held by mostly absentee lords including the 

Huntercombes and Berefords, who nonetheless retained a presence. In 1340 two clergy 

from Mongewell led an attack on Edmund Bereford’s ‘close and houses’ at Newnham, 

carrying away his goods, grazing his crops and grass with their cattle, and assaulting his 

men and servants,15 while later Bereford officers included a chamberlain (i.e. a prominent 

household official) to whom Sir Baldwin Bereford granted rents at Newnham and Crowmarsh 

in 1360.16 In a separate incident, Richard Bailey’s house was one of several in the county 

burgled in 1387 by men hailing from Ireland and Toot Baldon, who took goods worth more 

than 25s. including cash, a coat, two table cloths, and a coverlet.17 
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 Cal. Fine 1430–7, 108; TNA, SC 2/212/4; SC 2/212/7. 

9
 Rot. Hund. II, 777; TNA, E 179/161/8–10; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, social hist. (Middle Ages). 
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 TNA, E 179/161/9; cf. Cal. Close 1369–74, 561; Cat. Ancient Deeds, III, D.1228. 
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 Cal. Chart. 1257–1300, 255; 1327–41, 339; 1341–1417, 148, 264, 349. 
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 P.M. Briers, The History of Nuffield (1939), 108–15. 
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 Cal. Chart. 1341–1417, 148; Black Prince’s Reg. IV, 552–3. 
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 Evidence of Ric. English’s (d. 1460) knighthood has not been found: Briers, Nuffield, 114. 
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 Cal. Pat. 1340–3, 92; above, manors. 
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 Cat. Ancient Deeds, III, D.1228. 
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 E.G. Kimball (ed.), Oxon. Sessions of the Peace (ORS 53, 1983), 69–70 (identified by the editor as 

Newnham Murren but possibly Nuneham Courtenay). 
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1500–1800 

 

The lowland and upland parts of the parish remained socially distinct in the 16th and 17th 

centuries, when the Warcopps of English dominated local Chiltern society. The family was 

wealthy, of high social standing, and well connected:18 Ralph (d. 1605), who served briefly 

as MP, was close to the influential Knollyses of Rotherfield Greys and on friendly terms with 

Oxford academics,19 while his nephew Rudolph (d. 1649) served as sheriff at a time of 

heightened tension, caused by the collection of Charles I’s unpopular ship money.20 A 

second family residence was established at Heath End, and English Farm itself was 

successively rebuilt and improved, causing the antiquary Thomas Hearne to report in the 

1720s that ‘there cannot be in all England a pleasanter place than English … for a 

gentleman’s seat’.21 The western part of the parish lacked any families of comparable 

standing or permanence. Ralph Adeane’s leading position as lessee of Newnham manor in 

the 1520s was not maintained by his sons, whose taxable wealth in the 1540s was 

overshadowed by that of Adeane’s successor John Stampe and of the manor’s future lessee 

Edward Skinner, as well as by members of the Stonor and Allnatt families of North Stoke.22 

Prominent families such as the Calcotts, Costards, and Turtles remained in the parish for 

several generations, but many others were replaced by newcomers such as the Maccords, 

Tooveys, and Smiths.23 

 An outbreak of plague in 1632 (affecting Crowmarsh as well as Newnham) claimed 

the life of the husbandman Thomas Ayre, and the village saw major disruption during the 

Civil War, although the rest of the parish was less affected.24 Wills point to social and tenurial 

ties over a wide area.25 The stonemason John Ayre (d. 1638), who was probably typical of 

middling and poorer inhabitants in the village, borrowed money from friends and neighbours 

both in Newnham and the surrounding area, including Ipsden, North Stoke, Preston 

Crowmarsh, and Wallingford, while goods bought on credit included butter from Howbery, 

wood from Mongewell, and nails from Wallingford. His house (leased from the wealthy 

freeholder Bartholomew Smith) comprised a hall and two chambers, containing household 

goods and tools (but no agricultural equipment) worth a mere £7 17s.26 Many other houses 
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 Briers, Nuffield, 121–32. 
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 Hist. Parl. s.v. Ralph Warcoppe; TNA, PROB 11/106/187; VCH Oxon. XVI, 290. 
20

 Cal. SP Dom. 1640, 253. 
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 Hearne’s Colln, VII, 370; above, manors (English Fm). 
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 TNA, E 179/161/195; E 179/162/233. 
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 Ibid. SC 2/212/18; OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 185, f. 420; 191, f. 96; ibid. 12/3/39; 44/3/30; 58/1/76; 
65/3/15; 66/1/36; Prot. Retns, 103; below, relig. hist. (pastoral care). 
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 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 113/1/21; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, social hist. (1500–1800). 
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 Newnham wills and inventories in OHC, MSS Wills Oxon.; TNA, PROB 11; below (charities). 
26

 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 295/1/64. In the 1620–40s Smith was the parish’s highest taxpayer apart 
from Rudolph Warcopp: TNA, E 179/163/445; E 179/164/483. 
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were larger, containing separate kitchens, butteries, and parlours, although in the 1660s 

around three fifths of those liable for hearth tax were still assessed on only one or two 

hearths, with a quarter charged on three or four, and only English and Newnham manor 

houses on more.27 

 The Warcopps were succeeded at English during the 18th century by the wealthy 

and influential Dottins, who maintained their predecessors’ association with Nuffield church 

and employed black servants from their plantations in the West Indies.28 In the village no 

single family dominated until Thomas Toovey bought Newnham manor in 1797, Newnham 

farm having earlier been let to incomers such as the Claxsons, Lovegroves, Spindlers, and 

Steels, who apparently made little impression.29 More prominent were families such as the 

Cresswells (lessees of the ‘Brownch’ freehold) and long-standing farmers such as the 

Higgses, who attended the parochial chapel, filled local offices, and cooperated with their 

neighbours over personal and parochial matters.30 As in most parishes recorded crime 

included occasional assaults or thefts of wood, clothes, and livestock, one case in 1715 

involving the victualler John Bush, possibly of the Queen’s Head.31 Poor relief was 

sometimes given reluctantly, and after many delays: the case of an elderly widow evicted by 

her landlord was brought before Quarter Sessions repeatedly in the period 1693–1716, while 

several families were removed under the settlement laws.32 
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 TNA, E 179/164/504 (MS defective); Hearth Tax Oxon. 2. 
28

 Briers, Nuffield, 135–6; above, manors (English). 
29

 Berks RO, D/EH T81; ibid. D/ESt/E1; D/ESt/L2; OHC, QSD/L/94; above, manors. 
30

 OHC, par. reg. transcript; ibid. MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 85, ff. 130–56; ibid. MS Wills Oxon. 16/1/3; 
above, manors (other estates). 
31

 OHC, Cal. QS, I, 185b, 254, 261; II, 53; IX, 104; Public Ledger, 5 Nov. 1765; Oxf. Jnl Syn. 2 May 
1789; cf. Pedgley, Crowmarsh, 123 (Queen’s Head). 
32

 OHC, Cal. QS, III, 322, 334, 339, 394, 398, 400, 424, 445; IV, 401, 415, 419–20, 555; below (poor 
relief). 

The Queen’s Head public house (left) and allotments 
given by Emery’s charity in the early 1900s (right). 
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Since 1800 

 

In the 19th century the size of Newnham’s population remained relatively stable, no larger in 

1891 than it had been in 1801, and with an average of 237.33 Almost certainly those 

numbers masked a considerable movement of people in and out of the parish, however. In 

1861 only 30 per cent of inhabitants had been born in Newnham, with surprisingly few (5 per 

cent and 11 per cent respectively) from Crowmarsh and Wallingford. Most were incomers 

from other places in Oxfordshire and Berkshire, or from further afield. The pattern was 

similar in both vale and Chilterns, and affected all degrees of society including farm workers, 

household servants, craft workers, and tradespeople.34 A sense of community emerged 

nonetheless. In the village a convenient meeting place was the Queen’s Head, which hosted 

occasional inquests and auctions, and from 1876 to 1880 was the headquarters of a local 

friendly society.35 Larger-scale social events – including joint celebrations with Crowmarsh of 

Queen Victoria’s jubilees – were held sometimes in the grounds of Newnham House, home 

from the 1850s of Charles Hedges (d. 1901) as lord of the manor.36 In the east of the parish 

– still largely distinct – the nearest pub was the Crooked Billet in Mongewell, c.700 m. from 

Newnhamhill Farm along wooded paths.37 Other social facilities including church, school, 

and shops were available at Stoke Row, a 2-km round trip.38 

 An element of continuity and social leadership was provided by the longer-standing 

resident farmers: in the east of the parish the Deanes of English (from the 1800s) and 

Brazils of Newnhamhill (from the 1860s), and in the west Charles Fuller of Newnham farm 

(from the 1840s).39 All three were important employers of local labour, with two thirds of 

households still directly dependent on agriculture in 1861, although even so there may 

sometimes have been a shortage of labour within the parish itself.40 Endemic poverty 

prompted occasional pilfering of grain and stock,41 and sometimes more serious unrest: a 

group of at least eight labourers from Newnham and Crowmarsh assaulted a local 

landholder in 1828, while three years earlier Newnham villagers were among a 100-strong 

force which attacked the property of a Wallingford farmer.42 Measures to alleviate distress 

and promote social cohesion included the provision (by 1846) of 4½ a. of garden allotments 
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 Census, 1801–91; above, intro. (population). 
34

 TNA, RG 9/741. 
35

 Oxf. Jnl, 10 Sept. 1831; Reading Mercury, 4 Mar. 1848; Oxon. FS, p. 118; above, Crowmarsh 
Gifford, social hist. (since 1800). 
36

 OHC, PC181/A1/1, p. 37; Pedgley, Crowmarsh, 118. 
37

 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LIII.6 (1879 edn); above, Mongewell, social hist. (since 1800). 
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 OHC, PA 920/WALL (memoir); above, Ipsden, social hist. (since 1800). 
39

 Above, econ. hist. (since 1800). 
40

 TNA, RG 9/741; Oxon. Atlas, p. 117. 
41

 Reading Mercury, 4 Feb. 1854, 30 Mar. 1861; OHC, Cal. QS, II, 324, 428b. 
42

 OHC, Cal. QS, II, 414; Oxf. Jnl, 22 Jan. 1825. 
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on Newnham manor, to which a further 2 a. were added by Emery’s charity for the poor in 

the early 1900s.43 A proposal in 1897 to establish a recreation ground was rejected by the 

parish meeting, however.44 Mounting agricultural depression probably contributed to a 

marked slump in the male population in the period 1881–1921, and by 1901 only half the 

parish’s households were supported by agriculture, with most of those concentrated in the 

uplands outside the village.45 A small increase in population before the First World War 

reflected military encampments established in a field by Newnham farm.46 

 

 

 

  

Newnham’s vestry and (from 1894) its parish meeting may have engendered some 

shared identity into the 20th century, and in 1913 parishioners declined to join Crowmarsh in 

purchasing allotments put up for sale by the lord of Newnham J.G. Hossack.47 The parish’s 

fragmented nature was recognized by modern boundary changes, however, which 

transferred its eastern part to Stoke Row first for ecclesiastical and later for civil purposes (in 

1849 and 1952), and in 1932 combined the rest with Crowmarsh,48 thus uniting a village 

which had socially probably always formed a single community. In the 1920s–30s Newnham 

House served as a venue for shared events such as an annual August fête which succeeded 

Crowmarsh’s medieval fair, while the Mothers’ Union and similar groups drew on the whole 

village.49 Even so outlying areas such as Newnhamhill Bottom preserved some limited sense 

of identity despite their lack of facilities, given their physical distance from Stoke Row.50 Like 

some other Thames-side villages, Newnham also developed a few facilities aimed at 

outsiders. A nine-hole golf course laid out near the river was sold with the manor in 1913 but 
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 OHC, tithe award and map; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. XLIX.11 (1912 edn); below (charities). 
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 OHC, PC181/A1/1, p. 37. 
45

 Census, 1801–1921; TNA, RG 13/1140. 
46

 Sale Cat., Newnham Manor Est. (1908): copy in NMR, SC00842; D. Beasley, Wallingford Through 
Time (2013), 5; D. Beasley and A. Russell, Wallingford at War (2010), 26. 
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 OHC, PC181/A1/1, pp. 120–1; above, manors. 
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 Above, intro. (par. bdies); below, relig. hist. (paroch. organization). 
49

 Berks RO, D/P 161/8A/1; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, social hist. (since 1800). 
50

 OHC, PA 920/WALL (memoir); above, Ipsden, social hist. (since 1800). 

The caravan and camping park by Watery Lane. 
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later abandoned, while from the 1950s a camping and caravan park was established by 

Watery Lane, with a smaller site set up at Newnham House.51 

 

Education 

 

 

 

A village schoolmaster mentioned in 1689 served both Crowmarsh and Newnham, and 

thereafter children in the west of the parish probably shared in the various schools recorded 

in Crowmarsh from the 1750s.52 A Sunday school may occasionally have been held in 

Newnham chapel, and though by 1814 children living in Newnham village were catechized in 

Crowmarsh church,53 a separate Newnham day school supported by parents and voluntary 

subscriptions was established soon afterwards.54 In the 1830s it was attended by 14 boys 

and 14 girls, of whom 10 were paid for by a ‘gentleman of the parish’ (probably one of the 

Tooveys), and the others by their parents;55 possibly it was identical with a ‘cottage 

schoolroom’ on the Wallingford–Henley road, which in the 1850s–60s was run by the widow 

of a village carpenter.56 By 1869 the ‘few children’ living at Newham attended Crowmarsh 

school, and under the 1902 Education Act Newnham elected one of the school’s 

managers.57 From 1926 the shared school was a junior and (later) primary school, which in 

                                            
51

 Sale Cat., Newnham Murren Est. (1913): copy in OHC, PC181/D1/1; OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. 
XLIX.11 (1912 edn); 6”, Oxon. XLIX.SE (1938 edn); SODC planning docs, P98/W0146 (accessed 
online). 
52

 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. e 22, p. 62; d 707, f. 116; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, social hist. (educ.). 
53

 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 327, p. 32 (1784); b 13, f. 8v. (1790s); d 575, f. 19v. 
54

 Educ. of Poor Digest, p. 727. 
55

 Educ. Enq. Abstract (Parl. Papers 1835 (62), xlii), p. 750. 
56

 OHC, SL183/2/D/1, no. 24; ibid. tithe award and map, no. 59; ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. d 179, f. 277v.; 
TNA, HO 107/1690, no. 19; ibid. RG 9/741, no. 19. 
57

 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 335, f. 274v.; ibid. PC181/A1/1, p. 85; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, social hist. 
(educ.). 

The village primary school on Reading Road. 
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1969 moved to a new building on Reading Road, within the former Newnham Murren 

parish.58 

 During the Second World War the Royal School for Deaf Children occupied 

Newnham House and another property in the village,59 while in 1967 the private Carmel 

College (in Mongewell) opened a junior school just within the Newnham parish boundary.60 

From the 19th century children in the east of the parish attended school at Stoke Row.61 

 

Charities and Poor Relief 

 

Most bequests to Newnham’s poor in the 16th and 17th centuries were one-off cash gifts of 

between 6s. 8d. and 30s.62 Anne Eton (d. 1547) of English left 6s. 8d. and a cow, while 

Edmund Calcott (d. 1587) provided each household in ‘most need’ with 6d. and a peck of 

barley.63 Early endowed charities included 20 nobles (£6 13s. 4d.) left by Ralph Warcopp (d. 

1605) of English for setting the poor to work with flax, hemp, and wool,64 while the proceeds 

from a £14 bequest by Bartholomew Smith were still distributed in the 1670s–80s; neither 

charity was mentioned later, however.65 A third endowed charity was established by William 

Emery (d. 1691), who directed that rents from a cottage and 5½ a. in Crowmarsh were to be 

distributed at Whitsun among the ‘most indigent’ of Newnham’s poor.66 In 1759 the rents 

(then £5 10s. a year) were used to buy coats for the oldest men in the parish not receiving 

regular poor relief.67 In the late 18th century the Crowmarsh land was exchanged for c.4½ a. 

in Newnham’s open fields, producing £6 15s. by the 1820s, while the cottage was let for an 

additional 30s. a year, the whole distributed by the churchwardens in ten clothing tickets 

worth 15s. each.68 

 The bulk of the parish’s poor relief costs were met from the parish rates, a disputed 

assessment in 1708 perhaps contributing to ongoing concerns over recipients’ eligibility.69 

Total expenditure rose sharply from £90 in 1776 to £288 in 1803, when 29 adults and 32 

children (over a quarter of the population) received permanent outdoor relief, and 19 people 
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 For the plan, OHC, S80/1/Y1/1. 
59

 Ibid. RDC8/3/F9/19; RDC8/3/F9/25. 
60

 OS Map 1:2500, SU 6188 (1968 edn); above, Mongewell, social hist. (educ.). 
61

 OHC, PA 920/WALL (memoir); above, Ipsden, social hist. (educ.). 
62

 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 179, f. 228v.; 185, f. 420v.; TNA, PROB 11/58/435; PROB 11/64/287; 
PROB 11/112/81; PROB 11/138/499; PROB 11/165/536. 
63

 TNA, PROB 11/31/632; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 58/1/76. 
64

 TNA, PROB 11/106/187; VCH Oxon. XVIII, 296, 361. 
65

 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 708, f. 160. 
66

 TNA, PROB 11/405/181. 
67

 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 556, f. 123v. 
68

 8th Rep. Com. Char. (Parl. Papers 1823 (13), viii), 526; TNA, CHAR 2/222; OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 
569, f. 23v.; d 577, f. 15v.; ibid. tithe award; Char. Don. 986–7. 
69

 OHC, Cal. QS, III, 410; Berks RO, D/P 161B/13/1; D/P 161/13/2/1; above, social hist. (1500–1800). 
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were relieved occasionally.70 Costs increased to £426 in 1813, falling to £369 in 1815 when 

c.15 per cent of the population received relief (28 permanently and 7 occasionally).71 Post-

war slump raised expenditure to £448 in 1819, but thereafter costs generally fell, averaging 

£341 in the 1820s, though they were back to £420 by 1834.72 The following year Newnham 

became part of Wallingford Poor Law Union, from whose workhouse several former 

parishioners were returned for burial.73 

 From the 1890s Emery’s charity was run by Newnham’s incumbent and two trustees, 

producing £11 a year which provided clothing tickets for up to 26 people.74 The land was 

usually let to the occupier of Newnham farm, who from the early 1900s sublet part as 

allotments. During J.G. Hossack’s ownership of the manor (1908–13) the rent was almost 

lost, and after re-establishing their claim the trustees sold half the land in 1917 and invested 

the proceeds. The cottage was sold in 1959, though the charity retained the allotments in 

2017. During the 20th century the charity distributed coal and later cash (c.£91 in 1979 out of 

an income of £155),75 and was subsequently combined with Crowmarsh’s Owen charity.76 
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 Poor Abstract, 1777, p. 142; 1787, p. 191; 1804, pp. 402–3; cf. Young, Oxon. Agric. 44; Census, 
1801. 
71

 Poor Abstract, 1818, pp. 356–7; cf. Census, 1811–21. 
72

 Poor Rate Retns, 1822, p. 137; 1825, p. 172; 1830–1, p. 160; 1835, p. 155; Berks RO, D/P 
161B/12/1, overseers’ accts 1830–5. 
73

 Oxon. Atlas, pp. 144–5; OHC, par. reg. transcript, s.a. 1853, 1855, 1860, 1865 etc. 
74

 Berks RO, D/P 161/25/2. 
75

 OHC, PC80/C1/1; ibid. PC181/A1/1, p. 113; Crowmarsh News, no. 28 (Jan. 1981): copy in ibid. 
CROWb 052. 
76

 Char. Com. website (Feb. 2017), no. 237789; above, Crowmarsh Gifford, social hist. (charities). 

The joint Emery and Owen 
charity still owns the allotments 
in the centre of the village. 


