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In the late Anglo-Saxon period Whitchurch may have formed part of a royal estate focused 

on Goring,1 until 10 hides there were granted to a thegn before c.990. By 1086 that estate 

formed a 10-hide manor attached to Miles Crispin’s honor of Wallingford, and after passing 

to various mesne tenants it reverted to the lord of Wallingford in the 1280s, becoming bound 

up from 1347 in the royal duchy of Cornwall, and being regularly granted to queens (as 

dower) or to royal servants until its sale in 1604. The resident Whistler family were lords from 

1605 to 1789 and the Gardiners from 1792 to 1881, during which time the manor house near 

the church was replaced first by Whitchurch House and in 1795 by Coombe Park. The 

resulting Coombe Park estate (which included 809 a. in the parish in 1847) was broken up in 

the 20th century. 2 

 A medieval freehold at Hardwick was called a manor by 1526, its owners the Lybbes 

(succeeded by the Powyses) living mostly at Hardwick House from the late 16th century to 

the 19th. In 1847 the estate included 414 a. in Whitchurch parish,3 and in 1909 both house 

and land were sold to the tenant Sir Charles Day Rose, Bt, whose great grandson retained 

them in 2018. Beech farm (a freehold by 1279) was absorbed into the Hardwick estate in 

1691, while significant estates focused on Walliscote, Swanston House, Duchess Close, and 

Bozedown House emerged in the 18th and 19th centuries, along with an 84-a. estate 

created in lieu of tithes belonging to St George’s Chapel, Windsor. The Berkshire part of the 

parish belonged to the medieval Hyde manor, focused on Hyde (later Purley) Hall. 

 

Whitchurch Manor 

 

Ownership to 1604 

 

Ten hides at Whitchurch were held c.990 by the thegn Leofric, called æt Hwitecyrcan or ‘of 

Whitchurch’. He forfeited the estate for fomenting rebellion among the king’s soldiers while 

on campaign, for adultery, and for other unspecified misdemeanours, and c.1012 King 

                                            
1 Above, vol. overview (landownership). 
2 WGHA, Dodd’s survey and map (1847); below.  
3 Ibid. 
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Æthelred granted it to another Leofric, his ‘minister’.4 He may have given it to Abingdon 

abbey, which later claimed to have been deprived of it by Wigod of Wallingford;5 in 1066, 

however, it was held by Leofric and Alwine, of whom the former was probably the monk of 

the same name from whom Miles Crispin obtained Betterton (Berks.). Miles certainly held 

Whitchurch (still as 10 hides) in 1086,6 the manor forming part of his honor of Wallingford, 

with which the overlordship remained until 1540 when it passed to the honor of Ewelme.7 

 Tenancy of the manor belonged c.1154 to Ralph de Chesney, whose two knight’s 

fees held of the honor are identifiable as Whitchurch and Upper Heyford. The two evidently 

descended together, passing c.1160 to Matilda de Chesney (perhaps Ralph’s sister), wife of 

the royal chamberlain Henry Fitzgerald (d. 1170 × 74); before 1198 to their son Warin 

Fitzgerald; and on Warin’s death in 1215/16 to his daughter Margaret, wife of Baldwin de 

Redvers (d. 1216), the son of the 5th earl of Devon.8 The same year Margaret married the 

notorious Falkes de Bréauté, after whose exile in 1224 Whitchurch was granted to Margaret 

during the king’s pleasure.9 She retained it until her death in 1252, following which Richard, 

earl of Cornwall (who was also lord of Wallingford) took custody of it during the minority of 

her grandson and heir Baldwin de Redvers, who came of age in 1257.10 It was perhaps 

during this interval that Richard assigned £30 a year from Whitchurch manor to Hailes abbey 

(Glos.),11 which was still paid in 1281−2 but was later exchanged for Longborough manor 

(Glos.).12 Baldwin (d. 1262), 7th earl of Devon, was succeeded by his sister Isabel de Forz, 

countess of Devon and Aumale and lady of the Isle of Wight, who in 1279 held Whitchurch 

for one knight’s fee and scutage.13 

 Isabel retained the manor in 1284,14 but soon afterwards Edmund, earl of Cornwall, 

acting presumably in his capacity as lord of the honor of Wallingford, let it for £30 a year to 

Roger la Warre. The lease subsequently passed to Queen Eleanor (d. 1290) and then to the 

Crown, leaving the rent 11½ years in arrears in 1296 because the king and queen ‘did not 

allow themselves to be distrained’.15 In 1299 the king granted Whitchurch to Queen 

                                            
4 Sawyer, S.927; S. 1454; S.E. Kelly (ed.), Charters of Abingdon Abbey, II (2001), pp. 531−5, 
identifying the thegn with a Leofric of Whitchurch killed in battle in 1001. 
5 J. Hudson (ed.), History of the Church of Abingdon (Oxf. Medieval Texts 67, 2007), I, 212−19. 
6 DB, ff. 61v., 159; A. Williams, The English and the Norman Conquest (1995), 102. 
7 e.g. Book of Fees, I, 313, 554; Rot. Hund. II, 775; below (this section). 
8 VCH Oxon. VI, 197; Boarstall Cart. p. 309; Red Book Exch. (RS), I, 309; Book of Fees, I, 445; 
ODNB, s.v. Hen. Fitzgerald; cf. Cur. Reg. VIII, pp. 334−5. 
9 Rot. Litt. Claus. II, 10; Complete Peerage, IV, 316−18; ODNB, s.v. Falkes de Bréauté. 
10 VCH Oxon. VI, 197; Book of Fees, I, 445; Complete Peerage, IV, 318−20; Rot. Hund. II, 42. 
11 TNA, SC 6/1118/17; SC 6/1118/22. 
12 Ibid. SC 8/267/13344; cf. VCH Glos. II, 96−9. 
13 Rot. Hund. II, 775; Complete Peerage, IV, 319−23; cf. Abbrev. Plac. 160. 
14 Feudal Aids, IV, 154; cf. Cat. Ancient Deeds, V, 515. 
15 Cal. Inq. p.m. III, p. 91; Cornwall Accts, I, xx, 99, 130; Complete Peerage, IV, 140. 
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Margaret,16 on whose death in 1318 it was assigned to the king’s yeoman Oliver de 

Burdegale,17 and from 1327 Queen Isabella held it in dower.18 Under her it was again held 

by Burdegale from 1331,19 and from 1337 by the royal servant Nicholas Beech (de la 

Beche), sometime constable of the Tower of London and seneschal of Gascony,20 who 

married Margery, daughter of Michael de Poynings. Following Nicholas’s death in 134521 she 

was abducted in 1347 and forcibly married to John de Dalton without licence, as a result of 

which her estates were seized by Edward III. He gave Whitchurch to his son Edward, the 

Black Prince, as part of the honor of Wallingford and duchy of Cornwall, which had both 

been settled on the prince and future heirs to the throne in 1337. The keeping of Whitchurch 

was assigned (also in 1347) to Margery’s nephew Michael, later Lord Poynings, but on 

Margery’s death in 1349 it reverted to the Black Prince,22 who leased the manor to royal 

servants in 1352, 1355, and 1376.23 

 Following the Black Prince’s death in 1376 his widow Joan (d. 1385) held a third of 

the manor in dower,24 and from 1422 until her death in 1437 the whole manor belonged in 

dower to Henry V’s widow Queen Catherine.25 Otherwise it descended with the honor of 

Wallingford and duchy of Cornwall, and as earlier was periodically leased or granted for life 

to royal servants,26 amongst them the king’s councillor and future MP William Dauntesey (d. 

1548), who received a 60-year lease in 1522 and held manor courts in his own name.27 In 

1488 revenues from Whitchurch and three other manors were assigned to a doctor for 

attendance on Prince Arthur.28 The honor was separated from the duchy in 1540, and 

absorbed (with the duchy’s estates) into the newly created honor of Ewelme.29 Thenceforth 

until 1604 the manor remained in royal hands as part of the new honor, although it was still 

leased to royal servants.30 

 

                                            
16 Cal. Pat. 1292−1301, 453; 1307−13, 216−17; 1313−17, 135, 420; Feudal Aids, IV, 170. 
17 Cal. Fine 1307−19, 377; Abbrev. Rot. Orig. I, 241. By then the honor of Wallingford was also in 
royal hands, reinforcing the Crown’s possession of Whitchurch. 
18 Cal. Pat. 1327−30, 67; 1330−4, 195; 1343−5, 447−8; Cal. Mem. Rolls, p. 10. 
19 Cal. Fine 1327−37, 219. 
20 Cal. Chart. 1327−41, 424, 427; Complete Peerage, IV, 134−5. 
21 TNA, CP 25/1/287/39, no. 238; Complete Peerage, X, 659; Cal. Inq. p.m. VIII, p. 414. 
22 Cal. Inq. p.m. IX, pp. 236−7; Black Prince’s Reg. I, 69, 98−9, 133; VCH Oxon. VIII, 4; ODNB, s.v. 
Michael Poynings. 
23 Black Prince's Reg. IV, 63−4, 80, 138; Cal. Pat. 1377−81, 212. For the 1355 lease, below, econ. 
hist. (Middle Ages). 
24 Cal. Inq. p.m. XVI, p. 113; Complete Peerage, III, 347. 
25 Cal. Pat. 1422−9, 69; Cal. Fine 1430−7, 317. 
26 Cal. Pat. 1396−9, 418, 447; 1399−1401, 97; Cal. Fine 1377−83, 66; 1437−45, 22; 1445−52, 176, 
249.  
27 L&P Hen. VIII, III (2), p. 941; VI, p. 676; Hist. Parl. s.v. Wm Dauntesey (Daunce). For Wm Baron 
(lessee from 1437), below, econ. hist. (Middle Ages). 
28 Cal. Pat. 1485−94, 236. 
29 VCH Oxon. VIII, 4; XVIII, 201. 
30 Cal. Pat. 1566−9, 88; 1584−5, 71; Cal. SP Dom. 1603−10, 75. 
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Ownership from 1604 

 

In 1604 James I granted Whitchurch to his Chancellor of the Exchequer Sir George Home, 

charging the manor with an annual £29 16s. 1d. quitrent which was sold by the 

Commonwealth in 1651,31 and remained due in 1853.32 In 1605 Home sold the manor to 

John Whistler of Gatehampton in Goring, who moved to Whitchurch after 1611, and at his 

death in 1626 owned 1,275 a. in the parish.33 His successors were his second son Ralph (d. 

1657) and Ralph’s son John, athough some parts of the estate were left to other children,34 

and Ralph reduced it further by enfranchising copyholds.35 At the younger John’s death in 

1690 the manor passed first to his second son Ralph (whose elder brother John had died 

within a few weeks of his father), and then in 1696 to Ralph’s younger brother the Revd 

Anthony Whistler,36 fellow of Wadham College, Oxford, and a prebendary of Hereford 

cathedral.37 He sold the manor house and c.150 a. to John Wallis,38 and in 1712 settled the 

rest of the manor on his marriage to Anne Cale of Hullavington (Wilts.), adopting Whitchurch 

House as a replacement manor house.39 On his death in 1720 the manor passed in dower to 

Anne (d. 1753), who in 1726 married the rector of Whitchurch the Revd Samuel Walker.40 

Anthony’s son and heir Anthony, a poet, came of age c.1735 and died unmarried in 1754,41 

when the manor passed to his younger brother John (d. 1780), who also died childless.42 His 

widow Elizabeth (d. 1789) left it to the Reading mercer Robert Micklem,43 who in 1792 sold it 

to the West India merchant Samuel Gardiner.44 

Gardiner built Coombe Lodge or Park as his new residence, and owned 326 a. in 

Whitchurch in 1811,45 expanded in 1819 with additional property in Goring. His son Charles 

Wrighte Gardiner,46 military secretary to the East India Company’s government in Calcutta, 

succeeded in 1827 and died ten years later, followed by his son Samuel Weare Gardiner, 

                                            
31 Cal. SP Dom. 1603−10, 75; OHC, F I/1. The quitrent included 9s. 4½d. for demesne woods: OHC, 
F XIV/4. 
32 OHC, F I/98−9; ibid. Hen. IV/1.  
33 Ibid. F I/3−4; F XIV/1; ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. c 264, f. 48. 
34 TNA, PROB 11/151/86; PROB 11/267/437; cf. ibid. PROB 11/220/343; OHC, E1/10/21D/3. 
35 e.g. OHC, E1/10/18D/2; ibid. Penn. I/i/1a. 
36 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 73/2/13; ibid. par. reg. transcript, burials 1689/90, 1690, 1696; Par. Colln, III, 
340. 
37 Alumni Oxon. 1500−1714; Fasti 1541−1857, XIII, 93. 
38 Below (other estates). 
39 OHC, F I/16−17, 25−7; below (manor houses). 
40 OHC, par. reg. transcript, burials 1719/20, 1754, marriage 1725/6; ibid. F I/19. 
41 ODNB, s.v. Ant. Whistler; Secker's Visit. 169. 
42 OHC, F I/92−3; ibid. par. reg. transcript, burial 1780; TNA, PROB 11/1075/41.  
43 TNA, PROB 11/1180/133; OHC, par. reg. transcript, burial 1789. 
44 OHC, F I/135−6, 139−41; Peters, Sheriffs, 164. Whitchurch mill was retained: below, econ. hist. 
(milling). 
45 OHC, F I/52−3; below (manor houses). 
46 TNA, PROB 11/1728/81; above, Goring, landownership. 
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who attained his majority in 184247 and in 1858 added the Coombe End estate, comprising 

428 a. in Goring and 104 a. in Whitchurch.48 From Samuel (d. 1866) the manor and estate 

passed to his son Charles Lawrence Weare Gardiner (d. 1928), who owned 1,922 a. in 

1873, mostly in Goring where he lived.49 The bulk (including the manorial rights) was sold in 

1881 to John Foster of Lightcliffe (Yorks. W.R.), an industrialist and landowner who 

remodelled Coombe Park,50 although Gardiner retained some Whitchurch property (mostly 

cottages) into the 20th century.51 

Foster (d. 1910) was succeeded by his eldest son John Kenneth Foster, MP for 

Coventry, to whose brother Robert Lionel Foster the manorial rights passed on his death in 

1930.52 The estate itself (c.1,100 a. in Whitchurch and Goring) was broken up in 1920, 

however,53 the greater part, including Coombe Park, being bought by Charles Edward 

Howard (d. 1943), a businessman and racehorse breeder.54 In 1947 his widow Lillian sold 

the then 670-a. estate to the publisher Walter Hutchinson, following whose death in 1950 it 

was again dispersed,55 some parts being sold to the seed merchant and conservationist 

Gilbert Beale (d. 1967).56 The house and 169 a were repurchased for Lillian Howard, who 

had remained as tenant and who was succeeded in 1972 by her great nephew Richard 

Howard. In 1982 he sold it to Martyn Deaner, the owner until 2015,57 and in 2018 Coombe 

Park was bought by David Pain.58 

 

Manor Houses 

 

Medieval to 1712   The medieval manor house stood next to the church on or near the site 

of the later Walliscote,59 with an associated park (recorded from 1251 and later subsumed 

                                            
47 TNA, PROB 11/1884/99; Gardner’s Dir. Oxon. (1852). 
48 OHC, F VIII/64–73; F XIV/23; above, Goring, landownership. 
49 Retn of Owners of Land, 1873: Oxon.; Peters, Sheriffs, 177−8; above, Goring. 
50 OHC, Wat. IX/2; Peters, Sheriffs, 188; below (manor houses). 
51 OHC, DV/XII/63. 
52 OHC, Wat. IX/2; Reading Mercury, 3 Apr. 1943; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1935−9 edns). 
53 Reading Observer, 1 Nov. 1919; The Times, 3 Jul. 1919, 12 Feb. 1920, 19 May 1920; Sale Cat., 
Coombe Park Estate (1920), in HE Arch., SB00256. 
54 Reading Mercury, 3 Apr. 1943; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1924−39 edns). 
55 Sale Cat., Coombe Park Estate (1947), in OHC, SC 144; Sale Cat., Coombe Park Estate (1950), in 
WGHA; The Times, 5 May 1947, 12 Sept. 1950; cf. OHC, RDC8/3/F9/44. 
56 OHC, RDC8/3/F9/36; The Times, 2 Oct. 1962, 23 Nov. 1967; www.bealepark.org.uk (accessed 
Nov. 2018). 
57 Henley Standard, 18 Dec. 2017; www.whitchurchonthames.com (accessed May 2018); J. Holmes, 
‘A Journey Through the Village’ (unpubl. typescript, 1974), in WGHA; below (Coombe Park); cf. Sale 
Cat., Coombe Park (1999), in OHC, P409/24/D/1. 
58 Henley Standard, 18 Feb. 2019. 
59 As indicated by the site’s later history: below (other estates). Cf. TNA, SC 6/1118/21, proving 
proximity to churchyard.  
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into Coombe park) to the west.60 Few if any medieval lords were resident, although there 

was a sizeable demesne farm, and Edward II stayed briefly in 1318 when the manor was in 

royal hands.61 The hall, chamber, and garden were mentioned in 1280−1 when a new stable 

and postern gate to the churchyard were constructed,62 and a mason, tiler, and joiner were 

hired in 1296−7 to rebuild and re-roof the hall.63 Outbuildings in 1355 included a barn, 

granary, ox-house, and servants’ house.64 The premises were mostly occupied by demesne 

farmers until the Whistlers’ arrival in the 17th century,65 when the main part may have been 

rebuilt: ‘a fair brick house’ was mentioned in 1644,66 and John Whistler was taxed on eight 

hearths in 1665.67 The house was sold to John Wallis in 1712, and entirely rebuilt in 

Palladian style (below).68  

 

Whitchurch House and Manor Farm (1712−94)   Following the manor house’s sale the 

Whistlers occupied an apparently newly built classical mansion on the village street’s west 

side, known by 1818 as Whitchurch House.69 At its core is a symmetrical early 18th-century 

block of five bays and two storeys, rendered (probably on brick), and with a panelled roof 

parapet, sash windows, and a central doorway with an overlight and curved pediment 

supported on Doric pilasters. Additions to either side, on the same alignment but set slightly 

back from the main house, may incorporate work for the Revd Samuel Walker (d. 1768),70 

although the two northernmost bays were added between 1877 and 1899 probably for the 

tenant Robert Grey, destroying the house’s symmetry.71 The added ranges’ low-pitched 

Welsh-slate roof may date from the same period. Alterations were made to the rear of the 

house soon after it left the Coombe Park estate in 1920,72 and following brief use as a boys’ 

preparatory school (1947−56) it was converted into four dwellings.73 

                                            
60 Boarstall Cart. no. 183; below, econ. hist. (agric. landscape). 
61 Below, econ. hist.; social hist. (Middle Ages). 
62 TNA, SC 6/1118/21. 
63 Ibid. SC 6/1090/4. 
64 Black Prince's Reg. IV, 138. 
65 Below, econ. hist. (Middle Ages; 1500−1800). For the Whistlers as resident lords, e.g. OHC, F 
XIV/1; TNA, PROB 11/151/86. 
66 BL, Harley MS 965, p. 71. 
67 Hearth Tax Oxon. 5. 
68 Below (other estates). 
69 OHC, PAR287/2/A/1, p. 120; R. Graves (ed. J. Dodsley), Recollections of Some Particulars in the 
Life of William Shenstone (1788), 148. 
70 NHLE, no. 1285365 (accessed Dec. 2018); TNA, PROB 11/955/111, mentioning ‘buildings … by 
me added’. 
71 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LV.8 (1877 and 1899 edns); R. Noble (ed. P. Hawley), ‘Footprints & 
Cyphers’: A Collected Edition of Robert Noble’s Articles on Whitchurch Village History (WGHHS, 
2001), 84−5; P. Hawley, ‘Relics & Monuments’: Essays and Talks on Whitchurch Village History 
(WGHHS, 2nd edn, 2017), 87−90. For Grey, below, social hist. (since 1800). 
72 Sale Cat., Coombe Park Estate (1920); OHC, RDC6/3/Y3/61. 
73 NHLE, no. 1285365; For school, below, social hist. (educ.). 
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A sizeable timber-framed house to the north, known formerly as Manor Farm and 

now as Manor House, was the farmhouse for the demesne, and was later also used for 

manor courts.74 Called ‘Mr Whistler’s upper house’ in 1696 and 1763,75 it may have 

originated with John Whistler’s bequest to his son in 1627 of ‘one hundred of the best trees 

… towards his building in Whitchurch’,76 and it appears to have been the house occupied by 

Anthony Whistler from 1746 until his death in 1754, when it was described as ‘a very small 

box … where he lived in an elegant style’.77 The ground floor has been encased or 

underbuilt in white-painted brick, and the exposed first-floor timbers have brick infill, while 

the hipped tiled roof contains gabled dormers which may be additions. An 18th-century 

carved stone fireplace displaying the Whistler arms dates presumably from Anthony’s 

occupancy.78 

 

   

 

 

Coombe Park (since 1794)   The outlying Coombe Park, known originally as Coombe 

Lodge, was built in 1794−5 for the new lord Samuel Gardiner, to designs by J.W. Sanderson 

of Reading. Palladian in style and constructed of brick with ashlar dressings and hipped slate 

roofs, its main part comprised a 2½-storey block five bays wide and three deep, linked by 

single-storeyed corridor wings of the same depth as the house to low, flanking pavilions 

housing services. The principal (west) façade featured four full-height Ionic pilasters and a 

balustraded parapet, while the east or entrance front had a central projecting pediment with 

                                            
74 Gardner’s Dir. Oxon. (1852); below, local govt (manor cts). For farm, econ. hist. (1500−1800; since 
1800). 
75 OHC, PAR287/4/F/1; PAR287/5/F1/2; Noble, Footprints & Cyphers, 53. 
76 TNA, PROB 11/151/86. An alternative would be the large timber-framed barn which formerly 
formed part of its farmyard: above, landscape etc. (settlement). 
77 OHC, PAR287/4/F/1; Graves (ed. Dodsley), Recollections of … Wm Shenstone, 148. Whitchurch 
House itself was occupied by Anthony’s mother Anne and her husband Samuel Walker. 
78 NHLE, no. 1059493 (accessed Dec. 2018); J.H. Baker, Whitchurch-on-Thames: The Story of a 
Thames-side Village (1956), 5. 

Whitchurch House (left) and Manor House (right). 
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a portico supported on four Doric columns. Each pavilion was lit from the west by a large 

Venetian window, and the corridor wings had central doorways to both sides, their ornate 

fanlights matching those of the main house.79 The surrounding parkland was landscaped by 

Humphry Repton, who used plantations to improve the house’s setting when viewed from 

the Wallingford−Reading road on the river’s opposite bank.80 The grounds also contained a 

walled kitchen garden, a coach house and stable yard, an icehouse, a riverside boathouse, 

and a tree-lined carriage drive.81  

 

 

 

 In the 1880s the house was enlarged and remodelled in ‘modern Italian’ style for 

John Foster: both corridor wings were raised to the height of the main house, and two full-

height bow windows were added to the west front, while pediments were placed over most of 

the principal windows.82 Following military use during the Second World War the house was 

dilapidated, and shortly after 1950 the entire building was demolished north of the southern 

bow window, which with the southernmost part of the main house was reduced to a single 

storey. The former south pavilion and its adjoining service courtyard became the principal 

residence, which was renovated and extended in the 1980s for Martyn Deaner. He also 

added an indoor swimming pool and an underground garage.83 

                                            
79 Pevsner, Oxon. 840; W. Fletcher, A Tour Round Reading (1840), 29; OHC, HT01552−4 (photos by 
H. Taunt, 1875). 
80 H. Repton, Observations on the Theory and Practice of Landscape Gardening (1805), 54−7. 
81 HER, PRN 2114 (Coombe Park), 9386 (icehouse); OHC, enclo. map; cf. ibid. F XIV/26−7; OS Map, 
1:2500, Oxon. LV.7 (1879 edn). 
82 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1887); Sale Cat., Coombe Park Estate (1947), including photos, copy in OHC, 
SC 144; cf. OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LV.7 (1879 and 1899 edns). 
83 Sale Cats, Coombe Park Estate (1950); Coombe Park (1999), copies in WGHA (1950) and OHC, 
P409/24/D/1 (1999); cf. OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LV.7 (1912 edn); SU6277 (1964 and 1986 edns). For 
wartime use, below, social hist. (since 1800). 

Coombe Park viewed from 
the west c.1840. Source: 

W. Fletcher, A Tour Round 
Reading (1840), 29. 
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Hardwick ‘Manor’ 

 

Hardwick manor, so called from 1526,84 originated as a medieval freehold belonging to the 

eponymous Hardwick family. William of Hardwick (fl. 1241) was succeeded by his son Ralph 

(fl. 1248), whose widow Hawise married Reginald of Whitchurch (de Albo Monasterio). In 

1255 he held two ploughlands of the honor of Wallingford in his wife’s right, rated at three 

quarters of ½ knight’s fee.85 William Hardwick held the estate for two parts of ½ fee in 

1279,86 and was succeeded by Ralph (taxed in Whitchurch in 1306),87 John (taxed in 

1327),88 and another William (fl. 1340−60). He in turn was followed by his son John (fl. 1383) 

and grandson John (d. 1394), whose Whitchurch estate covered 70 a., and whose own son 

                                            
84 OHC, E1/1/1D/1−93. 
85 Oxon. Fines, p. 118; T.M. Clanchy (ed.), The Roll and Writ File of the Berkshire Eyre of 1248 
(Selden Soc. 90, 1973), p. 287; Oxon. Eyre, 1241, p. 136; Rot. Hund. II, 42. 
86 Rot. Hund. II, 776. 
87 TNA, E 179/161/10; cf. ibid. CP 25/1/188/13, no. 71. Ralph witnessed numerous deeds in the 
1290s: Goring Charters, I, nos. 4, 37, 41, 44; OHC, F XII/2; Boarstall Cart. nos. 46, 51. 
88 TNA, E 179/161/9. John does not feature in either of two (contradictory) pedigrees of the 
Hardwicks: A.H. Cooke, ‘The Early History of Hardwick by Whitchurch’, Berks., Bucks., and Oxon. 
Archaeol. Jnl 30 (1926), 121−38; Goring Charters, I, xlv−xlvii. 

Coombe Park following 
John Foster’s alterations 

of the 1880s: the east front 
and south pavilion (above) 

and the west front (left). 
Source: OHC, SC 144. 
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John came of age c.1398.89 That John was dead by 1421, by which time his widow Alice had 

married Thomas Walshe, yeoman ‘trayer’ (or wine-taster) of the king’s cellar. Alice herself 

(still living in 1424) was the daughter of Richard Beech or Beche of Wokingham (Berks.), the 

owner of Beech farm.90 Hardwick descended to her and John Hardwick’s son Richard (d. by 

1463) and to Richard’s sister Alice, widow of the London skinner John Cruchfield (d. 1454).91 

Their son John (d. 1493)92 was succeeded by his grandson William Cruchfield, who died in 

1519 owning 127 a. in Whitchurch and additional property in Ipsden, North Stoke, and Bray 

(Berks.). William’s heir was his cousin Alice Preston,93 and despite challenges by another 

cousin (Henry Cruchfield), Hardwick belonged by c.1520 to Alice, Alice Davy (probably 

William’s widow), and her husband William Davy of Turweston (Bucks.).94 All three of them 

sold the estate to Richard Lybbe of Shinfield (Berks.) in 1526.95 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
89 OHC, E1/M1/CR/2; Cal. Fine 1383−91, 18; Cooke, ‘Early Hist. of Hardwick’, 3−4; Goring Charters, 
I, xlvi; Cal. Inq. p.m. XVII, p. 197. 
90 TNA, CP 25/1/191/26, no. 48; Goring Charters, I, no. 33; Cal. Pat. 1408−13, 230; VCH Berks. III, 
420; funerary brass in parish church. For Beech fm, below (other estates). 
91 Goring Charters, I, xlvi; II, no. 314; TNA, PROB 11/1/262. 
92 Cal. Inq. p.m. Hen. VII, I, p. 397; cf. Cal. Close 1468−76, 46. 
93 TNA, C 142/35/81; ibid. C 1/493/22, mentioning Wm’s father Jn, who married Joan Kidwelly in 1469 
and evidently predeceased his father Jn (d. 1493): Goring Charters, I, p. xlvi; II, no. 315. 
94 TNA, C 1/493/22, stating that Hen. was son of Wm, son of Jn (d. 1493). For Alice as widow of Wm 
(d. 1519), ibid. C 142/35/81. 
95 OHC, E1/1/1D/1. 

Memorial brasses to Thomas Walshe and his wife Alice née 
Beech (left) and wall monument to Richard Lybbe (d. 1599), his 

wife Joan, and their ten children (right), both in the parish church. 
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 Lybbe (d. 1527/8), a former MP for his native Tavistock (Devon), was succeeded by 

his son Richard, a minor,96 who became a royal household servant and probably built the 

core of the existing Hardwick House. Following his death in 1599 he was succeeded by his 

son Richard (d. 1658),97 who in 1626 owned 307 a. in Whitchurch98 along with an adjoining 

farm in Goring.99 Further purchases (in Goring and Purley) were made by his son Anthony 

(d. 1674) and grandson Richard (d. 1715),100 who were followed by Richard’s son Richard 

(d. 1722) and by that Richard’s daughter Isabella.101 She married Philip Powys and died in 

1761, the enlarged estate passing on Philip’s death in 1779 to their son Philip Lybbe Powys 

(d. 1809).102 Thereafter it passed through the direct male line to Philip Lybbe Powys (d. 

1838),103 Henry Philip Powys (d. 1859), and Philip Lybbe Powys Lybbe (d. 1897),104 whose 

grandson and heir Reginald Cecil Lybbe Powys-Lybbe owned a total of 2,230 a. comprising 

1,505 a. in Goring, 519 a. in Whitchurch, 183 a. in Purley, and 23 a. in South Stoke. In 1909 

he sold the whole to Sir Charles Day Rose, Bt,105 a British-Canadian merchant banker who 

had been tenant of Hardwick House since c.1877 and who served as Liberal MP for East 

Cambridgeshire.106 Rose sold over half the estate (principally in Goring) in 1912 and died in 

1913, when the remainder (1,038 a.) passed with the baronetcy to his son Sir Frank, who 

was killed in action in 1914.107 Frank’s son Sir Charles (d. 1966) was succeeded by his son 

Sir Julian, an exponent of organic farming, who retained Hardwick House with 940 a. in 

2018.108 

 

Hardwick House 

 

Standing close to the Thames in an isolated position in the east of the parish, Hardwick 

House is a large, irregular, multi-period red-brick building of 2½ storeys over barrel-vaulted 

cellars, set on a flint base, and featuring stone-mullioned windows (several of them with 

                                            
96 Hist. Parl. s.v. Ric. Lybbe; TNA, PROB 11/22/274.  
97 TNA, PROB 11/94/303; PROB 11/284/210; inscription in church, describing him as ‘lord of the 
house and manor of Hardwick’ and ‘sewer in the household of Queen Mary’. 
98 OHC, F XIV/1, counting Lybbe’s estate as a freehold of Whitchurch manor. 
99 Haw fm: above, Goring, landownership. 
100 Inscriptions in church; VCH Berks. III, 420; above, Goring, landownership. 
101 TNA, PROB 11/546/143; PROB 11/592/356; inscriptions in church. 
102 OHC, E1/1/1D/43 (marr. settlement 1730), E1/1/1D/60−1; ibid. par. reg. transcript, burials. 
103 Ibid. E1/1/1D/67−8, 83. 
104 PO Dir. Oxon. (1847−77 edns); Hardwick Estate Office, deed 6 May 1909; OHC, par. reg. 
transcript, burials. 
105 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1903−11 edns); OHC, E1/G/1; ibid. E1/1/1D/91. 
106 OHC, E1/1/1D/88, 90; M. Redley, The Real Mr Toad: Merchant Venturer and Radical in the Age of 
Gold (2016), 15; below (Hardwick House). Rose became a baronet in the year of his purchase. 
107 Redley, Real Mr Toad; Sale Cat., Northern Portion of the Hardwick Estate (1912), in WGHA; 
Hardwick Estate Office, deeds, map, and survey, 1912−13; The Times, 21 Apr. 1913; above, Goring, 
landownership. 
108 Information (2018) from Sir Julian Rose, Bt. 
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hoodmoulds), massive chimneystacks (including some with diagonally-set flues), and tiled 

roofs with gables.109 Despite a tradition that parts of the fabric pre-date 1500, the present 

mansion originated probably in the late 16th century,110 when the core, most likely 

comprising a hall to lost north and south cross wings, was first constructed. That hall was 

probably the one mentioned in 1599, when there was a ‘fairest chamber in the old 

building’.111 

 

 

 

The house was substantially remodelled for Richard Lybbe (d. 1658) in the early 17th 

century, when the hall may have been ceiled over and extended westwards to form a 

corridor, and eastwards to create a grand staircase hall at the northern end. The latter has 

decorative plasterwork ceilings, of which only the upper one (over the staircase) appears to 

be original and in situ, along with its frieze depicting mermaids and fruits. The north wing 

was added around the same time, containing a ground-floor reception room and (above) a 

panelled great chamber with a chalk fireplace, its overmantel depicting the sacrifice of Isaac. 

The same room contains a plasterwork ceiling featuring strapwork decoration and five 

portrait heads, influenced probably by a similar ceiling (dated 1612) in neighbouring 

Mapledurham House.112  

                                            
109 Unless indicated, section based: on D. Clark, ‘Hardwick House, Whitchurch’ (OBR Rep. 264, 
2015); Pevsner, Oxon. 838−40; NHLE, no. 1180567 (accessed June 2018); Country Life, 21 Jul. 
1906, 90−7; Redley, Real Mr Toad, 39−41. For 19th-cent. illustrations, Skelton, Antiq. Oxon. plate 
before f. 80; Fletcher, Tour, 22; Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. c 521, p. 50. 
110 Ric. Lybbe lived in Checkendon in 1569, perhaps suggesting construction after this date: OHC, 
E1/11/1D/6a. 
111 Bodl. MS Rolls Oxon. 92b. The ‘old building’ has evidently not survived. 
112 ‘British Renaissance Plasterwork’ website: www.clairegapper.info (accessed June 2018), scotching 
the tradition that one of the heads depicts Queen Eliz. I; above, Mapledurham, landownership. 

Hardwick House from the east. By kind permission of Miriam Rose. 



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Whitchurch (May 2019) • © VCH Oxfordshire • Landownership • p. 13 
 

 In 1643 the house was plundered by Parliamentarian troops, who stole money, plate, 

and furnishings worth £800 in all, including a bed with velvet hangings.113 How far the 

house’s structure was affected is unclear, although shortly after the Restoration (when the 

house’s 16 hearths made it easily the largest in the parish),114 Anthony Lybbe reputedly 

repaired Civil War damage along the south front, borrowing £500 for the purpose. He 

certainly added the present south wing (called the ‘new building’ in 1672), which forms a 

four-bay cross wing with three south-facing attic gables and brick platbands between the 

storeys.115 Rooms in 1674 included a ‘walnut tree chamber’ and a ‘little wainscot chamber’, 

and the ‘arched cellars’ contained wine, beer, and cider.116 A self-contained double-pile brick 

dwelling (Dower House), standing only 5 m. west of the main house, may have been built for 

Frances, widow of Sir William Twysden (d. 1697), Bt, shortly after her daughter Isabella’s 

marriage to Richard Lybbe (d. 1722) in 1712.117 Frances gave a silver flagon to the parish 

church in 1725, and was certainly resident at Hardwick at her death in 1731.118 So, too, was 

her daughter Frances (d. 1744), donor of another piece of church plate.119 

 Richard Lybbe (d. 1722) added an ogee-domed clock tower in 1719,120 but most 

other 18th-century work was remedial or cosmetic, including replacement of stone-mullioned 

windows with sashes from as early as 1718.121 Perhaps in 1742122 the dining room gained its 

marble fireplace and Rococo plasterwork, and in 1778 the bow window in the north wing was 

lowered and re-glazed, and an Adamesque marble fireplace inserted on the ground floor.123 

Restorations by Henry Philip Powys in 1839 including scraping whitewash from the external 

walls, removing a colonnade from the house’s north side, and reinstating stone-mullioned 

windows;124 nevertheless it was Charles Day Rose later in the century who restored the 

house’s ‘Jacobethan’ character, replacing the grand staircase, restoring and introducing 

plasterwork ceilings, and continuing refenestration. In 1900 he also extended the south wing 

westwards to include a billiards room and study, although that extension (featuring a loggia 

along the south front) was demolished in 1964. His turkish bath in the south wing’s 

basement survived in 2018.  

 

                                            
113 Slatter, Whitchurch, 42−5; E.J. Climenson (ed.), Passages from the Diaries of Mrs Philip Lybbe 
Powys (1899), 102−4, 377 (list of goods taken). 
114 TNA, E 179/164/504; Hearth Tax Oxon. 4. 
115 OHC, E1/1/1D/3. 
116 TNA, PROB 4/8976; OHC, E1/W/13. 
117 OHC, E1/1/1D/26−7; E1/G/1; NHLE, no. 1059525 (accessed June 2018). 
118 Below, relig. hist. (1500−1800); TNA, PROB 11/646/231. 
119 Below, relig. hist. (1500−1800); TNA, PROB 11/732/173; OHC, par. reg. transcript, burial 1743/4. 
120 ‘1719 – A turret built over the cloister passage with a clock’: Climenson (ed.), Diaries, 384. 
121 ‘1718 – The two south windows by the great parlour sashed’: ibid. 
122 ‘In 1742 the interior was repaired, and assumed a more modern appearance’: Fletcher, Tour, 23. 
123 Climenson (ed.), Diaries, 386. 
124 Ibid. 387. 
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Outbuildings in 1672 included newly-erected banqueting and summer houses, of 

which the latter was replaced with a greenhouse in 1782.125 Anthony Lybbe (d. 1674) built a 

stable yard west of the house, which was perhaps remodelled in 1724. The late 17th-century 

grounds included a moat, lower garden, and new orchards, perhaps in addition to an old yew 

arbour mentioned in 1767 and still extant in 1906. In the 18th century the gardens featured a 

canal, menagerie, and canary house, and the walled kitchen garden had a melon ground. A 

Gothick eyecatcher known by 1756 as Straw Hall stood on the hillside above the house, 

framed by woodland, and was a venue for picnics and tea parties, while a slightly later 

eyecatcher to the west (The Baulk) was built from unknapped flints to resemble a ruined 

church, and was remodelled as a house in 1909. An 18th-century domed icehouse in the 

woods above the house became known locally as the Sounding House, and also survives. 

Italianate gardens were created c.1900 for Charles Day Rose, who also built a theatre and 

two real tennis courts (opened in 1896 and 1906) and remodelled the 17th-century Hardwick 

Farm as a stud for racehorses. One of the real tennis courts remained in use in 2018, though 

the other was in ruins. 

 

Other Estates 

 

Medieval freeholds besides Hardwick included Beech farm, which in 1279 belonged to 

Thomas Beech or de la Beche (d. 1293).126 His nephew and successor Geoffrey Beech was 

                                            
125 Para. based on OHC, E1/1/1D/3; Climenson (ed.), Diaries, 108, 383−7; Country Life, 21 Jul. 1906, 
94, 97; Barefield-Hutt, Hardwick; Redley, Real Mr Toad, 63−71; NHLE, nos. 1059486 (The Baulk), 
1059484 (Hardwick Stud Farmho.),1059482 (Hardwick Ho. Stables) with weather-vane dated 1724 
(accessed June 2018); HER, PRN 3617 (icehouse). For The Baulk, see also above, landscape etc. 
(built character). 
126 Rot. Hund. II, 776. 

The south front of 
Hardwick House, as 

remodelled in 1900. C.D. 
Rose’s extension (the two 
bays on the left with the 

loggia) was demolished in 
1964. Source: Hardwick 

House brochure of c.1930 
in WGHA. 
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taxed in Whitchurch in 1327.127 The estate descended with Beaches manor in Wokingham 

(Berks.),128 passing by 1562 to Jerome Whitlock,129 and by 1612 to James Whitlock, who 

sold it to Christopher Bassett. He sold it in 1618 to Griffin Cresswell, whose family retained it 

until 1691 when it was bought by Richard Lybbe of Hardwick.130  

 Reading Corporation owned 7 a. and a cottage (latterly two) on the village street’s 

east side from 1602 until 1872, as part of a town charity established by the Reading draper 

George Lane (d. 1580).131 Two other post-medieval freeholds became attached to houses 

known later as Swanston House and Duchess Close, of which the first derived from a 

Whitchurch manor copyhold called Swanton’s (enfranchised in 1636) and another called 

Avery’s. Covering 78 a. in 1715, the two descended together except for a brief period in the 

1720s, passing through the Holmes family until 1717, to the rector Samuel Walker (d. 1768) 

from 1730,132 and to his nephew and heir the Revd Thomas Nicholls (d. 1782). In 1783 

Swanton’s was sold to the Revd Coventry Lichfield (d. 1785), chaplain of Goring Heath 

almshouse, whose family retained it until 1814;133 subsequent owners included the Jacksons 

(1814−54), Forbeses (1854−c.1902), and Pearsons (1905−18).134 Duchess Close is named 

from Sarah Churchill, dowager duchess of Marlborough, who in 1726 (in the wake of the 

South Sea Bubble) bought a 77-a. farm known as Flower’s from creditors of Francis Hawes 

of Purley Hall, a director of the South Sea Company.135 In 1788 (having descended with the 

duchess’s Goring property until 1784) it was sold to John Nicholls of Goring by George John 

Spencer, Earl Spencer.136 Nicholls sold it in 1792 to Samuel Gardiner, with whose Coombe 

Park estate it remained until 1879.137 

The Berkshire part of Whitchurch belonged to the Berkshire manor of Hyde, centred 

on Hyde (later Purley) Hall.138 Its origins lay apparently in two separate one-hide estates in 

Pangbourne and Sulham, both held in 1086 from the lord of Whitchurch Miles Crispin.139 

 

                                            
127 Cal. Fine 1272−1307, 330; Cal. Inq. p.m. III, pp. 91−2; TNA, E 179/161/9. For its size, below, econ. 
hist. 
128 OHC, F XII/1−13; VCH Berks. III, 229−30; Goring Charters, II, lxxxix−xciii.  
129 OHC, E1/M3/E/1. 
130 Ibid. F XII/14−26; ibid. E1/9/2D/3. 
131 VCH Berks. III, 378; TNA, PROB 11/63/73; OHC, F XIV/1, f. 35; ibid. SL210/1/D/1−4; ibid. Hen. 
II/iii/1−5. 
132 OHC, F III/1−49; ibid. Penn. I/i/1−10; TNA, PROB11/557/1; above, landscape etc. (settlement). 
The Reading innholder Abraham Goode held Swanton’s separately in 1724−30. 
133 OHC, Penn. I/iii/1−3; Penn. I/iv/1−3; above, Goring, relig. hist. 
134 Ibid. Penn. I/vii/1−5; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883−1920 edns); Noble, Footprints & Cyphers, 78−82. 
135 OHC, F I/124. For its size and composition, ibid. Hen. I/iv/18; ibid. BOR4/46/1D/2; BL, Add. MS 
78123(3). The Flower family had owned it until 1720: OHC, F I/116−23. 
136 OHC, F I/124−30; ibid. Hen. I/iv/18−26; ibid. BOR4/46/1D/1−2; above, Goring, landownership. 
137 OHC, F I/135−6; Noble, Footprints & Cyphers, 86−90. 
138 Berks. RO, D/EWI/P1−2; D/EWI/T18/1/1−16; OHC, tithe map; above, landscape etc. (boundaries). 
For descent, VCH Berks. III, 420−1. 
139 DB, f. 61v. 
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Walliscote An estate comprising Whitchurch manor house and c.150 a. was sold to John 

Wallis of Marlborough (Wilts.) in 1712. Wallis moved to Whitchurch later that year, and in 

1718 obtained permission to fell trees to create a vista north-westwards from his 

‘mansion’,140 implying that he had already replaced the manor house with the sizeable 

mansion known later as Walliscote.141 John (d. 1754) was succeeded by his son Taverner 

(d. 1779),142 after whose death the estate (comprising c.350 a. in Whitchurch and c.50 a. in 

Goring)143 was largely broken up. The greater part was bought in 1786 by John Nicholls, 

who sold it in 1792 to Samuel Gardiner;144 Gardiner re-incorporated much of the land into 

the manor estate, but sold the house separately in 1794 to Henry Calverley Cotton.145 In 

1800 Cotton sold it with 40 a. to John Simeon (d. 1824), a barrister who was MP for Reading 

and who in 1815 became a baronet.146 His second son Edward sold it in 1835 to the 

distinguished naval admiral Robert Meyrick Fowler (d. 1860),147 whose son Robert 

Dashwood Fowler (another naval officer) retained it until his death in 1895. From 1897 it 

again formed part of the manorial or Coombe Park estate, at whose break-up in 1920 it was 

retained by J.K. Foster and passed (with the manorial rights) to his son R.L. Foster.148 

 The house built for Wallis, known as Whitchurch House in 1786 and as Walliscote by 

1800,149 was a brick-built Palladian mansion whose main south-facing block was flanked by 

long north-south service wings, forming a southern entrance courtyard. Low, curved 

corridors connected the wings (each seven-bayed and two-storeyed) to the main house, 

which had five bays and 2½ storeys (over cellars), a central doorway, and a parapet.150 

Around 1750 there were two staircases, one ‘very large and handsome’, and all the rooms 

                                            
140 OHC, F I/17, 24−31, 34; above (Whitchurch). There is no foundation to the tradition that either 
Walliscote or Whitchurch was home to the celebrated mathematician and cryptographer John Wallis 
(d. 1703): ODNB, s.v. Jn Wallis; pace e.g. Fletcher, Tour, 25; Gardner’s Dir. Oxon. (1852); Baker, 
Whitchurch, 44. 
141 Below (this section). 
142 OHC, F I/36−51; F VIII/24−34. 
143 Oxf. Jnl Syn. 21 Sept. 1782. 
144 OHC, F I/131−6. 
145 Ibid. F I/137; ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. b 18, f. 83; ibid. QSD/L/306. He later lived at Woodcote House in 
South Stoke: VCH Oxon. VII, 97; cf. above, Checkendon, landownership. 
146 Sale Cat., Walliscote (1800); OHC, QSD/L/306; ODNB, s.v. Sir Jn Simeon; Hist. Parl. s.v. Jn 
Simeon. 
147 OHC, P25/MS1/4, p. 369; ibid. QSD/L/306; ibid. par. reg. transcript, burial 1860; The Times, 18 
Aug. 1835, 25 Nov. 1840. 
148 PO Dir. Oxon. (1864−77 edns); Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883−1939 edns); OHC, par. reg. transcript, 
burial 1895; The Times, 3 Jul. 1897. For R.D. Fowler’s charity, below, social hist. (welfare). 
149 OHC, F I/132−3, 137; Bodl. G.A. fol. A 266 (42); cf. ibid. MS Top. Oxon. a 69, no. 590, ‘Whitchurch 
House, Oxon., the seat of Taverner Wallis esq.’. 
150 Berks. RO, D/EZ77/3/40 (draft sale cat. of c.1750); OHC, F I/131 (printed sale cat. of 1791); Bodl. 
G.A. fol. A 266 (42) (printed sale cat. of 1800). The house is best illustrated (c.1770) in Bodl. MS Top. 
Oxon. a 69, no. 590, although it appears (probably erroneously) to show an extra full storey to the 
main house: cf. abovementioned sale cats.; Joseph Farington’s 1793 aquatint in J. and J. Boydell, An 
History of the River Thames, I (1794), plate 23; Millennium Exhibition (WGHHS, 2005), 5; photos of 
the house in WGHA. 
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were ‘nicely floored, completely wainscoted and sashed’, with ‘handsome marble 

chimneypieces and slabs in ten of them’. One of the service wings contained ‘a coach house 

for three carriages and stabling for 14 horses’, and there was a ‘bagnio room’ with hot and 

cold baths. Water was pumped from the Thames by an ‘engine’, and the gardens included 

three fish ponds, an ornamental mount, a bowling green, a pigeon house, a dog kennel, and 

a hare warren, while a ‘large obelisk and fountain’ adorned the courtyard.151 An ‘excellent’ 

walled kitchen garden and c.70 a. of parkland were mentioned in 1791.152 By 1793 the west 

wing had apparently gone,153 and the house itself (to which bay windows and a loggia were 

subsequently added)154 was mostly pulled down in the 1960s, following military use during 

the Second World War and a long period standing empty. The surviving east wing (closest to 

the church) was remodelled as Walliscote Lodge in the 1980s.155 

 

 

 

Bozedown The Bozedown estate originated in 1868, when William Fanning (then tenant 

of Hardwick House) bought 278 a. comprising the bulk of the rectorial glebe.156 The following 

year he exchanged 44 a. for a slightly smaller area (39 a.) belonging to the Coombe Park 

estate, and in 1873 owned 282 a. in all.157 Bozedown House was built as a new residence, 

and by his death in 1887 Fanning (who had made his fortune as a merchant in Australia)158 

had expanded the estate to 586 acres. In 1890 it was sold to James Russell King,159 who in 

                                            
151 Berks. RO, D/EZ77/3/40. 
152 OHC, F I/131. 
153 Boydell, Hist. of River Thames, I, plate 23; cf. OHC, PAR287/16/H/1. 
154 OHC, RDC6/3/Y3/20; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1899 edn); Millennium Exhibition, 5; photos in WGHA. 
155 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1931−9 edns); Baker, Whitchurch, 7, 48; cf. Reading Mercury, 30 Jan. 1965; 
Whitchurch Bulletin (Dec. 1967), copy in OHC, PC287/N1/3; SODC, P82/S0023. 
156 Below, relig. hist. (glebe). 
157 OHC, F I/138; Return of Owners of Land: Oxfordshire (1873).  
158 Peters, Sheriffs, 185; Baker, Whitchurch, 45; Australian Dictionary of National Biography. 
159 Sale Cat., Bozedown Estate (1890), in OHC, SC 192; The Times, 4 Apr. 1891; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. 
(1895 edn). 

Walliscote viewed 
from the north-west 

c.1900. Photo 
courtesy of WGHHS. 
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1905 sold it to Charles Herbert Palmer (d. 1937). He left the further enlarged estate to his 

widow Ethel (d. 1950), and when broken up in 1951 it comprised 706 a. principally within the 

parish.160 Soon afterwards the house became a chemical research establishment, owned at 

first by ICI and from 1976 by Burmah Castrol, which retained the premises (known as the 

Castrol Technology Centre) in 2018.161 

 

 

 

  

The first Bozedown House, whose architect is unidentified, was built c.1871 on high 

ground overlooking Whitchurch village.162 Constructed in Elizabethan style of red and blue 

bricks laid in diaper patterns, and featuring Bath stone dressings, tiled roofs, half-timbered 

gables, and a ‘graceful’ clock tower, its three storeys accommodated 11 bedrooms on the 

middle floor, and six on the top floor. Ground-floor rooms were oak-panelled, with stained-

glass windows, marble chimneypieces, and (in the hall) a massive stone chimneypiece with 

a tiled hearth. A heated conservatory had a fountain, and water was pumped by gas engine 

from a well at Bozedown Farm to a storage tank in the clock tower.163 

 Following a catastrophic fire on 30 December 1904 the house was rebuilt on a larger 

scale for Charles Herbert Palmer, to ‘Jacobethan’ designs by Paul Waterhouse. Completed 

in 1907, the building is also of brick, and has stone mullioned-and-transomed windows, 

                                            
160 Baker, Whitchurch, 45−6; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1907−39 edns); Sale Cat., Bozedown Estate (1951), 
in OHC, E233/D/1; The Times, 28 May 1937, 27 Jan. 1950. 
161 J.A. Goodall, Whitchurch & Bozedown House: A Short History (1980); www.castrol.com (accessed 
Dec. 2018). 
162 TNA, RG 10/1277, listing the mansion as being built and showing a clerk of works living in a 
temporary hut on the building site. 
163 PO Dir. Oxon. (1877 edn); Sale Cat., Bozedown Estate (1890), with illustrations. 

The first Bozedown House from the south-east c.1890. Source: OHC, SC 192. 
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shaped gables, and tiled roofs. The partly-surviving 19th-century clock tower was rebuilt, and 

the Palmer arms were carved in stone above the main entrance porch. Internally the house 

was arranged on three floors, with 20 bedrooms and five bathrooms; the ground-floor 

vestibule had a black and white marble floor, and there was an Adamesque drawing room, 

oak-panelled lounge hall, and large oak staircase. Following its transition to use as a 

chemical research establishment in the 1950s, many of the outbuildings (including 

greenhouses, stables, a forge, and laundry) were replaced with offices, workshops, and 

laboratories.164 

 

   

 

 

 

Appropriated Tithes  Though Whitchurch remained a rectory, Miles Crispin gave demesne 

tithes in Whitchurch and Hardwick (worth £1 6s. 8d. a year in 1291) to Bec abbey,165 which 

assigned them to its daughter house at Ogbourne (Wilts.). Like similar tithes in Goring and 

elsewhere they passed in 1404 to John, duke of Bedford, and in 1421 to St George’s 

Chapel, Windsor,166 and in 1757 (when due from 398 a.) they were worth c.£35 a year.167 

They were extinguished with Whitchurch’s other tithes at enclosure in 1806, when the dean 

and canons received 84 a. in lieu, along with a share of the newly established tithe rents.168 

The land was sold to Philip Lybbe Powys Lybbe of Hardwick in 1881,169 the tithes having 

been leased to earlier owners of Hardwick since at least 1726.170 

                                            
164 Reading Mercury, 31 Dec. 1904; Holmes, ‘Journey’; OHC, RDC6/3/Y1/126; Sale Cat., Bozedown 
Estate (1951); Goodall, Whitchurch & Bozedown House. 
165 D.M. Smith (ed.), English Episcopal Acta I: Lincoln 1067–1185 (1980), pp. 13–14; Tax. Eccl. 30. 
166 Cal. Inq. p.m. XXIV, p. 388; Cal. Close 1435–41, 24–5; Valor Eccl. II, 166; above, Goring, 
landownership. 
167 OHC, E1/M3/E/2; E1/M4/E/1. 
168 Ibid. enclo. award. 
169 Hardwick Estate Office, deed, 24 Jan. 1881. The estate was then 88 a., following a small addition 
at the common’s enclosure in 1813: OHC, Whitchurch Common enclo. award. 
170 OHC, E1/T/2−21; E1/M4/E/2−3; Goring Charters, II, pp. lxxxiv–v; cf. A.H. Cooke, ‘Bec-Helouin 
Tithes in the XVIth and XVIIth Centuries’, Berks., Bucks., & Oxon. Archaeol. Jnl 31 (1927), 156−61.   

Bozedown House soon after the 1904 fire (left) and the rebuilt Bozedown 
House c.1950 (right). Both photos courtesy of WGHHS. 


