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Social Character and Communal Life 

 

The Middle Ages 

 

Whitchurch’s medieval lords were high-status magnates and royalty who generally lived 

elsewhere. A manor house near the church was maintained throughout the Middle Ages, 

however, and creation of a park before 1251 implies that some lords may have visited 

occasionally,1 amongst them Edward II in 1318.2 The buildings were otherwise mostly 

occupied by manorial officials and later by manorial or demesne lessees, of whom some 

were prominent royal servants.3  Most medieval rectors were similarly non-resident 

pluralists, of whom at least two in the 13th century seem to have held the living in reward for 

service in the households of successive lords and patrons. In the parish’s Berkshire part, the 

lord of Hyde manor (Roger de Hyde) was resident in 1243, when his regular attendance at 

church was a condition of permission to erect a chantry chapel at his manor house.4  

The rest of the 13th- and early 14th-century population comprised a mixture of 

freeholders and a rather larger body of unfree villeins, cottagers, and estate workers. The 

unfree tenants derived presumably from the villani, bordarii, and servi mentioned in 1086, 

and though no free tenants were recorded then, by the 13th century there were significant 

numbers,5 the most important in 1279 including the probably resident Thomas Beech (de la 

Beche) of Beech Farm and William Hardwick of Hardwick. Some other freeholders sublet 

their lands, creating a complex pattern of landholding,6 and in 1216 one temporarily 

bestowed his 2-yardland holding on a nephew while in Cornwall ‘in the service of his 

country’, resuming it on his return.7 Local deeds also indicate close connections with 

neighbouring Goring and Mapledurham.8 The unfree tenants owed both rents and labour 

                                            
1 Above, landownership (Whitchurch); econ. hist. (agric. landscape). 
2 Cal. Pat. 1317−21, 135−6, 139−41, 177−8; E.M. Hallam, The Itinerary of Edward II and His 
Household, 1307−1328 (L&I Soc. 211, 1984), 166−7. 
3 Above, landownership (Whitchurch); econ. hist. (medieval). 
4 Below, relig. hist. (Middle Ages). 
5 Above, econ. hist. (Middle Ages). 
6 Rot. Hund. II, 774−6; above, landownership. For Beech’s residence, Cal. Inq. p.m. III, 91−2. 
7 Cur. Reg. VIII, pp. 334−5. 
8 Goring Charters, I−II, passim; A.H. Cooke (ed.), The Early History of Mapledurham (ORS 7, 1925), 
69, 74, 203−4. 
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services (the demesne workers’ services being fewer and lighter), and received small 

customary gifts of sheep and cheese from the lord. The small size of their holdings probably 

generated little if any surplus, however,9 and though in 1327 Whitchurch’s tax assessment 

was the third highest in the hundred, almost a third was paid by just two people, the 

freeholder John Hardwick (9s. 10d.) and John Holland (5s. 9d.). Another 12 paid 1s. 1d. to 

4s., and four 1s. or less.10 A manorial bailiff and two reeves were named in 1270, although a 

single reeve was more usual.11 

In the short term the Black Death left some Whitchurch holdings untilled for lack of 

labour,12 but by 1382 Whitchurch paid the highest tax in the hundred, and remained one of 

its most populous parishes.13 A few families (such as the Bartrams) survived the plague,14 

but others were newcomers, of whom the Sparrowhawks later became numerous.15 Leading 

freeholders such as the Beeches and Hardwicks intermarried,16 and some leading tenants 

were office-holders, Richard Bristow serving as bailiff of the honor of Berkhamsted in 1365,17 

and John Hardwick as an Oxfordshire tax collector in the 1370s−80s.18 The royal servant 

Thomas Walshe (fl. 1423) and his wife, both also of Hardwick, were buried in the church’s 

chancel under a commemorative brass, as were two late 15th-century rectors, presumably 

indicating at least partial residence.19 Around the same time a Whitchurch miller said to be ‘a 

famous archer’ was commemorated in window glass in the church, where he was shown 

with a bow and a quiver of arrows.20 Occasional instances of lawlessness included the case 

of a woman whose death sentence for stealing a horse and two oxen was overturned in 

1351,21 while a Whitchurch Hill man was outlawed in 1438 for taking hawks in Goring.22 An 

inquisition was held in Whitchurch in 1479 to settle a rights-of-way dispute between the lords 

and tenants of Whitchurch and those of neighbouring Mapledurham Gurney.23 

  

 

 

                                            
9 Above, econ. hist. (Middle Ages).  
10 Ibid. E 179/161/9. 
11 TNA, SC 6/1118/17; SC 6/1118/20−1. 
12 Above, econ. hist. (Middle Ages). 
13 TNA, E 179/161/51. 
14 Rot. Hund. II, 774; TNA, E 179/161/10; Black Prince’s Reg. IV, 93; OHC, F XII/5−6. 
15 Goring Charters, II, no. 297; Berks. RO, D/EAT/T3; D/EAT/T5. 
16 Above, landownership (Hardwick). 
17 Black Prince’s Reg. IV, 555. 
18 Cal. Fine 1377−83, 146; 1383−91, 18, 48, 118, 266. 
19 Above, landownership (Hardwick); below, relig. hist. (Middle Ages). 
20 BL, Harley MS 965, p. 68, naming ‘Jn Peytowe’, perhaps the miller John Pate (above, econ. hist. 
(milling)). The window is lost. 
21 Cal. Pat. 1350−4, 131. 
22 Ibid. 1436−41, 106; TNA, C 88/121, no. 59; above, Goring, social hist. 
23 Cooke (ed.), Early Hist. of Mapledurham, 55−6; above, landscape etc. (communics). 
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1500−1800 

 

For much of the 16th century the parish’s wealthiest inhabitants were its resident demesne 

farmers,24 who probably included Richard Calcott: in 1525 he was the highest taxpayer by 

far (assessed on goods worth £50), while five other inhabitants were assessed at £10−£16, 

nine at £3−£8, and twenty at £2 or less.25 By mid century the dominant family was the 

Knapps: the demesne farmer John Knapp (d. 1549), though described as a yeoman of 

Whitchurch, was also lord of Woodcote manor in South Stoke and owned property in several 

parishes, and of his sons Henry (d. 1601) continued as demesne farmer, while Augustine (d. 

1602) left numerous charities, including one for Whitchurch.26 Henry was generally the 

highest contributor to parish poor rates, paying 8d. a quarter in 1581 compared with 6d. each 

from the rector and the lord of Hardwick Richard Lybbe. Two other landholders paid 3−4d., 

and 14 paid 2d. or less.27 

The arrival of the Lybbes and (slightly later) the Whistlers brought resident lords and 

gentry to Whitchurch for the first time, establishing a pattern which persisted into the 20th 

century. The royal servant Richard Lybbe (d. 1599) moved to the parish around the 1570s, 

building the core of the present Hardwick House, and was commemorated in the church with 

an elaborate wall monument.28 Owning property in four parishes, he left goods worth the 

enormous sum of £1,949, including £692 in cash, and plate and jewellery worth at least 

£160.29 His widow Joan established a parish charity,30 and of his descendants both Richard 

(d. 1658) and Richard (d. 1715) were high sheriffs of Oxfordshire. So, too, was their 

successor Philip Powys, who married into the family in 1712.31 During the Civil War the 

family suffered for their Royalist sympathies, Anthony’s Goring estate being sequestrated,32 

and Hardwick House plundered by Parliamentarian troops.33 In 1674, however, their newly 

extended mansion was comfortably furnished with carpets, quilts, window curtains, more 

than 15 featherbeds, and (in the dining room alone) 25 upholstered chairs,34 and in the early 

                                            
24 Above, econ. hist. (1500−1800). 
25 TNA, E 179/161/201. 
26 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 179.318; TNA, C 78/74/17; VCH Oxon. VII, 97; above, econ. hist. 
(1500−1800); below (welfare). 
27 OHC, PAR287/5/F1/1, ff. 1−31; J. Slatter, Some Notes on the History of the Parish of Whitchurch 
(1895), 55−85. 
28 Above, landownership (Hardwick); below, relig. hist. (Reformation). In 1569 he was living in 
Checkendon: OHC, E1/11/1D/6a. 
29 Bodl. MS Rolls Oxon. 92b; above, Checkendon, landownership. 
30 Below (welfare). 
31 Peters, Sheriffs, 124, 144, 151. 
32 Cal. Cttee for Money, III, 1271; Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. c 326; cf. Slatter, Whitchurch, 42−5. 
33 Above, landownership (Hardwick Ho.). By contrast Whitchurch’s rector Hen. Whistler (related to the 
lords of Whitchurch) was a Puritan supporter of Cromwell: below, relig. hist. (Reformation to 
Restoration). 
34 TNA, PROB 4/8976; OHC, E1/W/13; above, landownership (Hardwick Ho.). 
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18th century Richard Lybbe (d. 1715) built and endowed an almshouse at Goring.35 From 

1784 Philip Lybbe Powys (d. 1809) and his wife Caroline (née Girle, the diarist) lived at 

Fawley (Bucks.),36 and in 1791−2 Hardwick House was rented to the future lord of 

Whitchurch Samuel Gardiner.37 He subsequently built Coombe Park, and was high sheriff of 

Oxfordshire in 1794.38 The Whistlers arrived as resident lords soon after 1611 and stayed 

until the late 18th century,39 John (d. 1626) establishing a parish charity,40 and Anthony (d. 

1754), a poet and aesthete, being visited at Whitchcurch ‘by all the genteel families of the 

neighbourhood’.41 Other 18th-century gentry included the Twysdens of Hardwick (related to 

the Lybbes through marriage) and the Wallises of Walliscote, while several resident rectors 

were similarly wealthy and well connected.42  

Leading yeoman families included the Cresswells, Flowers, Holmeses, Martins, 

Norths, and Picktons, most of whom employed servants and occupied comfortably furnished 

houses. Some had connections with Henley or Reading, and many were buried inside the 

church.43 In all some 16 per cent of 17th-century probate inventories were valued at £100 or 

more and a further quarter at £51−£99, with half worth £10−£50, and 9 per cent less.44 

Exceptionally, Nicholas North (d. 1687) left goods worth £678 including £287 in cash, while 

the inventory of Henry Martin (d. 1633) totalled £255, although his debts amounted to 

£780.45 Recorded house sizes reflect similar disparities, with five householders (22 per cent) 

taxed on five or more hearths in 1665, when the largest dwelling by far (with 16 hearths) was 

Hardwick House. Among the more general population, a quarter of householders (26 per 

cent) had 3−4 hearths and half (52 per cent) had 1−2, with four others excused payment on 

grounds of poverty.46 ‘Vagabonds’ and ‘travellers’ were mentioned frequently in the parish 

register,47 and in 1723 a yeoman was prosecuted for accommodating some of them in his 

barns.48 Petty crime included poaching, theft, selling ale without licence, and assault,49 and 

                                            
35 Above, Goring, social hist.; below (welfare). 
36 E.J. Climenson (ed.), Passages from the Diaries of Mrs Philip Lybbe Powys (1899), esp. p. 214; 
ODNB, s.v. Caroline Powys. 
37 London Metropolitan Arch. MS 11936/377/582909; OHC, F I/135−6. 
38 Above, landownership (Whitchurch: Coombe Pk); Peters, Sheriffs, 164. 
39 Above, landownership (Whitchurch). 
40 Below (welfare). 
41 R. Graves (ed. J. Dodsley), Recollections of Some Particulars in the Life of William Shenstone 
(1788), 148; ODNB, s.v. Ant. Whistler. 
42 Above, landownership; below, relig. hist. (1660−1840). 
43 e.g. OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 44/2/19; 144/2/7; 171/4/22; TNA, PROB 11/66/268; PROB 11/91/328; 
PROB 11/132/256; PROB 11/208/449. 
44 Calculated from 76 wills and inventories in OHC, Berks. RO, and TNA proved 1600--1700 
(transcriptions by VCH Oxon. probate group). 
45 TNA, PROB 11/387/390; PROB 4/9245; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 44/2/19. 
46 Hearth Tax Oxon. 4−5; cf. TNA, E 179/164/504, which is defective. 
47 OHC, par. reg. transcript. 
48 Ibid. Cal. QS, I, p. 229. 
49 Ibid. I, pp. 24, 313; II, f. 33; IX, pp. 95, 139. 
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three bargemen ‘riotously assembled’ in 1695.50 Matters heard by the Church courts 

included fornication, harrowing on Ascension Day (in 1630),51 and disputes over rates,52 

probate,53 and tithes, one farmer speaking ‘ungood words’ to the rector in 1547.54 In the 

1680s several inhabitants became embroiled in a Church court case relating to recent 

controversial alterations at the parish church.55 

 

  

 

 

Parish entertainments were held in a church house established by 1538,56 which in 

the 1570s was well stocked with tables, tablecloths, benches, cutlery, pewter dishes, 

wooden trenchers, salt cellars, and cooking pots. The church bells were rung to celebrate 

royal anniversaries and military victories,57 and in 1577 parishioners contributed £10 towards 

repairing a bell, some of the money being collected on the ‘revel day’.58 A basketmaker who 

                                            
50 Ibid. I, p. 61. 
51 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 2, f. 101v.; c 4, f. 200. 
52 OHC, Cal. QS, III, p. 473. 
53 Oxf. Ch. Ct. Deposns 1629−34, p. 63; 1634−9, pp. 37−9; TNA, C 78/74/17. 
54 Oxf. Ch. Ct. Deposns 1542−50, p. 17; 1570−4, pp. 20, 36; OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 141, pp. 
115−16. 
55 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 29, ff. 74−81v.; c 456, ff. 134−6; below, relig. hist. (1660−1840; church 
archit.). 
56 TNA, LR 11/58/841; cf. OHC, F XIV/1, f. 4; TNA, PROB 11/151/86. 
57 OHC, PAR287/4/F/1, passim. 
58 OHC, PAR287/5/F1/1, ff. 32, 41, 43v., 46−47, 48v.−49; cf. Slatter, Whitchurch, 99−108. 

Holly Copse at Collins End, formerly 
the pub with a bowling green 

reputedly visited by Charles I in the 
1640s (left) and the 19th-century pub 
sign bearing a commemorative poem 
preserved at Hardwick House (below, 
by kind permission of Miriam Rose).  
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died in 1619 owned both treble and bass viols,59 and a maypole stood in a field above 

Hardwick House by 1713.60 A ‘bowling alley’ was mentioned in 1626,61 and a pub at Collins 

End had a bowling green in the 18th and early 19th century,62 reputedly visited by Charles I 

when staying at Caversham in 1647. The pub (later renamed the King Charles the First in 

his honour)63 was one of four in the parish licensed before 1800, two of which were in 

Whitchurch village.64  

 

Since 1800 

 

During the 19th century Whitchurch village attracted increasing numbers of gentry and 

professional families lured by the riverside scenery and by ease of access to Reading and 

London, following the opening of the toll bridge in 1792 and of Pangbourne railway station in 

1840.65 Tourists also visited the river, where by 1872 boats could be hired from the wharf.66 

Early incomers were Sir John Simeon (d. 1824), Bt, of Walliscote,67 George Jackson (d. 

1842) of Swanston House, and Robert Richard Pigou (d. 1852) of Thames Bank.68 Richard 

Hobart Fitzgibbon, MP, the future 3rd earl of Clare, rented Coombe Park in 1829 while 

Charles Wrighte Gardiner was in India.69 Later prominent residents included the Scotsman 

Sir John Forbes (d. 1861), physician to Queen Victoria, and his barrister son Alexander 

Clark Forbes (d. 1901), both also of Swanston House,70 while the merchant William Fanning 

(d. 1887) was lessee of Hardwick House from 1859 until c.1869, moving c.1871 to the 

newly-built Bozedown House, and becoming high sheriff in 1879.71 The Gardiners and the 

Powyses also remained influential in parish affairs,72 and both Philip Lybbe Powys and 

                                            
59 Ibid. MS Wills Oxon. 25/4/46. 
60 Slatter, Whitchurch, 10; cf. OHC, F XIV/1, f. 23; ibid. enclo. map, ‘May Pole Ground’. 
61 OHC, F XIV/1, f. 18. 
62 Ibid. E1/M4/E/3; Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. d 485, f. 15; Reading Mercury, 8 June 1778. ‘The site of this 
bowling green is now an orchard’: Gardner’s Dir. Oxon. (1852). 
63 Brewer, Oxon. 347; W. Fletcher, A Tour Round Reading (1840), 21; Slatter, Whitchurch, 47; 
Climenson (ed.), Passages, 105; above, Caversham, landownership. The early 19th-cent. pub sign 
bearing a commemorative poem survived in 2018 inside Hardwick House. 
64 OHC, QSD/V 1−3; above, econ. hist. (trades). 
65 Above, landscape etc. (landscape; communics). 
66 S. Read (ed.), The Thames of Henry Taunt (1989), 95; cf. J.K. Jerome, Three Men in a Boat 
(1889), in which the author’s boating adventures ended at the wharf. 
67 Above, landownership (other estates). 
68 OHC, QSD/L/306; for Pigou, cf. below (welfare). 
69 OHC, par. reg. transcript, baptism 1829; Hist. Parl. s.v. Ric. Hobart Fitzgibbon; above, 
landownership (Whitchurch). 
70 ODNB, s.v. Sir Jn Forbes; R. Noble (ed. P. Hawley), ‘Footprints & Cyphers’: A Collected Edition of 
Robert Noble’s Articles on Whitchurch Village History (WGHHS, 2001), 81; P. Hawley, ‘Relics & 
Monuments’: Essays and Talks on Whitchurch Village History (WGHHS, 2nd edn, 2017), 72−6; 
monuments in church. 
71 OHC, SL120/3/D/1−2; Peters, Sheriffs, 185; above, landownership (other estates). 
72 OHC, PAR287/2/A/1, passim; below (this section; education). 
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Samuel Weare Gardiner were high sheriff in 1818 and 1849 respectively.73 Samuel’s 

younger brother Allen Francis Gardiner rose to prominence as a naval officer and Anglican 

missionary, and died in Patagonia in 1851.74  

 By contrast the parish’s outlying hamlets remained mostly scatters of cottages and 

small farmhouses, occupied by labourers, servants, and craftsmen of whom many 

presumably supported the Wesleyan Methodist chapel established at Whitchurch Hill in 

1849.75 Continued petty crime reflected widespread poverty, despite occasional initiatives by 

the vestry and the modest philanthropy of some local landowners.76 The presence of ‘a few 

of bad character’ was noted by the magistrate Edward Simeon of Walliscote in 1831, while 

‘three or four [others] get their living by poaching’,77 and during the first half of the century 

several inhabitants were prosecuted for poaching or theft, a few for assault,78 and at least 

two for embezzlement.79 A society for prosecuting felons was founded in 182280 and a short-

lived lock-up erected in 1834, while the parish had a resident police constable by 1861.81 

Paternalistic attempts to improve facilities were supported by local gentry. Charles Lawrence 

Weare Gardiner gave land for the new Anglican church and adjacent recreation ground at 

Whitchurch Hill (both opened in 1883),82 while John Foster of Coombe Park, high sheriff in 

1890,83 financed the building of the nearby church hall (St John’s Room), which opened in 

1889 and was given to the parish by his son Robert Lionel Foster in 1935.84 Water supply in 

the hills remained a constant problem, although owners of the Coombe Park and Hardwick 

estates both took steps to supply their tenants.85 

Social life still largely revolved around the many pubs and beerhouses, some of 

which hosted friendly society club days, while an annual pink (flower) show was held at 

Bridge House pub (the former Ferryboat) by 1840.86 By the 1860s children routinely missed 

                                            
73 Peters, Sheriffs, 155, 177−8. 
74 ODNB, s.v. Allen Francis Gardiner; monument in church. 
75 TNA, HO 107/1691; ibid. RG 11/1300; below, relig. hist.; cf. W. Barefield-Hutt, Whitchurch 
Common: how they said it was (WGHHS, 2000). 
76 Below (welfare). 
77 LJ LXIII, 640−1. 
78 e.g. OHC, QS1834/3/L1/9−10; QS1836/1/L4/6; QS1838/1/L3/15; QS1839/3/L1/10; 
QS1840/1/L3/27; QS1841/3/L1/25; QS1845/1/L4/34. 
79 Oxf. Jnl, 18 Mar. 1809; OHC, Cal. QS, II, f. 257v. 
80 WGHA, articles of agreement, 1822. 
81 Below, local govt. 
82 Whitchurch Parish Mag. (May 1921), copy in WGHA; OHC, PC287/A2/3; for church, below, relig. 
hist. (church archit.). 
83 Peters, Sheriffs, 188. 
84 J.H. Baker, Whitchurch-on-Thames: The Story of a Thames-side Village (1956), 36; OHC, MS Oxf. 
Dioc. c 2070/2, conveyance 10 Sept. 1935; sign in hall. 
85 Above, landscape etc. (landscape). 
86 Oxon. FS, pp. 298−300; Fletcher, Tour, 28. 
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school once a year to attend a Temperance fête at Purley Hall, however,87 and Temperance 

society huts were erected before 1900 in the village and at Whitchurch Hill.88 A cricket club 

was established in 1898 and a football club by the 1920s, while a bowls club set up in 1922 

purchased its green in 1945. A village hall was opened in a former scout hut erected on 

glebe in Eastfield Lane in 1914, which was later used by the Church Lads’ Brigade as well 

as by a social club formed in 1921. The Boy Scouts soon disbanded, but the Girl Guides 

(recorded from 1914) reformed in 1922, meeting in St John’s Room, where they celebrated 

their golden jubilee in 1972.89 A Whitchurch Hill social club met in the former Wesleyan 

chapel in the 1920s,90 when pageants were staged in Whitchurch village in the garden of 

Swanston House.91 

 

   

 

 

 

In the early 20th century the larger houses continued to be occupied by high-status 

professionals, including Robert Grey, treasurer and governor of the London Foundling 

Hospital, the colonial governor Sir Frederic Cardew, and the architect Frank Loughborough 

Pearson.92 The distinguished surgeon Sir Rickman John Godlee, Bt, also took an interest in 

Whitchurch and its affairs, despite living just outside the parish.93 The Fosters and Howards 

of Coombe Park and the Kings and Palmers of Bozedown House employed numerous 

                                            
87 P. Horn (ed.), Village Education in Nineteenth-Century Oxfordshire (ORS 51, 1979), 19, 30, and 
passim; OHC, S287/1/A1/2, passim. 
88 W. Barefield-Hutt, Memories of Whitchurch (WGGHS, 1999), 44; Barefield-Hutt, Whitchurch 
Common, 26; cf. D.W.J. Holmes, ‘A Journey through the Village’ (unpubl. typescript, 1974), in WGHA. 
89 Holmes, ‘Journey’; Millennium Exhibition (WGHHS, 2005), 27−8, 41; Whitchurch Parish Mag. (Feb. 
1914; May 1914; Nov. 1914; Nov. 1921); Whitchurch Bulletin (Feb. 1966; Dec. 1971; May 1972; Aug. 
1995), copies in OHC, PC287/N1; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 2070/1, deed 1945; cf. Baker, Whitchurch, 
46−8; Barefield-Hutt, Memories of Whitchurch, 46−7. 
90 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1924−8 edns); Barefield-Hutt, Whitchurch Common, 21. 
91 Baker, Whitchurch, 49; Millennium Exhibition, 29. 
92 OHC, DV/XII/63; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1903−20 edns); Whitchurch Parish Mag. (Aug. 1921); Noble, 
Footprints, 81, 84. 
93 ODNB, s.v. Godlee; Sir R.J. Godlee, A Village on the Thames: Whitchurch Yesterday and Today 
(1926); memorial in church; above, Goring, landownership; below (welfare). 

The Bridge House (Ferryboat) pub in the early 20th century (left, courtesy of WGHHS) 
and Goring Heath parish hall (formerly St John’s Room) (right).  
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servants and estate workers and supported the parish churches and school.94 From c.1877 

Hardwick House was home to the banker and politician Charles Day Rose, who lavished 

money on the house and its grounds, providing new facilities for his interests in sports 

(especially real tennis), racehorse breeding, boating, and motoring. Nationally he was also a 

founder member of the Tennis and Racquets Association, president of the Royal Automobile 

Club, and chairman of the Aero Club (for aviators). He and his family attended Mapledurham 

church, where he was buried in 1913.95 His son and heir Sir Frank (d. 1914) was one of 25 

parishioners killed in the First World War, their names inscribed on a Portland stone war 

memorial erected on the roadside between the village and Whitchurch Hill in 1921.96 

 

   

 

During the Second World War (in which 11 parishioners lost their lives)97 Thames 

Bank, Walliscote, and Coombe Park were all requisitioned, the last being run as a USAAF 

rest and rehabilitation centre by the American Red Cross, with a camp of Nissen huts for 

American soldiers and air crew in its grounds.98 After the war those huts were used by the 

government to house mainly Polish refugees, who established a Roman Catholic chapel 

there and some of whom settled permanently, after the huts were replaced with council 

                                            
94 Holmes, ‘Journey’; Barefield-Hutt, Memories of Whitchurch, 13−16; below (educ.); relig. hist.  
95 M. Redley, The Real Mr Toad: Merchant Venturer and Radical in the Age of Gold (2016); above, 
Mapledurham, relig. hist. There is a strongly-held local belief that Sir Charles was the inspiration for 
Mr Toad in Kenneth Grahame’s The Wind in the Willows (1908). 
96 Millennium Exhibition, 39. Its architect was F.L. Pearson, formerly of Swanston House: Whitchurch 
Parish Mag. (Dec. 1921).  
97 Millennium Exhibition, 39. 
98 www.americanairmuseum.com/place/288 (accessed Dec. 2018); Whitchurch Bulletin (Feb. 1984). 

Real tennis court at Hardwick House, one of 
two built there by Sir C.D. Rose (below, 

courtesy of Miriam Rose) and the parish war 
memorial erected in 1921 (right).  
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houses in the 1950s.99 Other post-war housing increased the parish’s population 

significantly, and from 1952 Whitchurch Hill forged a new identity as part of Goring Heath 

civil parish,100 whose parish council took over the Whitchurch Hill recreation ground in 

1955.101 In 1997 it purchased St John’s Room, reopened as Goring Heath parish hall the 

following year when groups meeting there included the Womens’ Institute, a friendship club, 

and a playgroup.102 In 1985 Goring Heath parish joined Whitchurch’s twinning agreement 

with La Bouille in Normandy, first signed in 1978.103 

The rest of Whitchurch parish increasingly became home to commuters, although 

surveys in 1992 and 2008 found some stability, with around a third of families having lived 

there for more than 20 years.104 The Roses remained active in parish life, their Hardwick 

estate retaining more than 20 houses and cottages chiefly at Path Hill and Collins End, of 

which several were leased to estate workers and smallholders.105 Most of the village’s 

amenities were in Eastfield Lane, where allotments conveyed to the National Society of 

Allotment and Leisure Gardeners in 1940 were managed from 1976 by an allotment 

society.106 The adjoining village green was bought for the parish in 2012 and used for 

cricket, junior football, and the annual village fête.107 The parish council bought the village 

hall (the former scout hut) in 1954,108 but sold the site in 1969 following the hall’s demolition: 

by then it had been replaced by a concrete hut in Manor Road left over from the former 

Polish camp,109 which was rebuilt in 1971 and used by (amongst others) a youth club and an 

amateur dramatics society.110 Cricket and football clubs continued in 2018,111 and a local 

history society established in 1993 staged a millennium exhibition in 2000.112 A village 

amenity group formed in 1963 facilitated construction of a public maze opened in 2004 and 

restored in 2013.113 

 

                                            
99 Memories of Anna Szczeponek (2016), at www.whitchurchonthames.com (accessed Jul. 2018); 
above, landscape etc. (settlement); below, relig. hist. (since 1840); cf. Baker, Whitchurch, 47−8; 
Holmes, ‘Journey’; Barefield-Hutt, Memories of Whitchurch, 16−18. 
100 Above, landscape etc. (population; settlement). 
101 OHC, PC116/1/A1/1. 
102 Ibid. PC116/1/N1/4; WGHA, letter 16 Apr. 1997; sign in hall. 
103 Framed charters displayed in St Mary’s church and Goring Heath parish hall. 
104 Whitchurch Parish Appraisal (1993), copy in WGHA; Whitchurch Village Plan (2009), at 
www.whitchurchonthames.com (accessed Dec. 2018). 
105 www.hardwickestate.co.uk (accessed Dec. 2018); info. from Sir Julian and Miriam Rose; cf. W. 
Barefield-Hutt, Hardwick (WGGHS, 2010); Barefield-Hutt, Memories of Whitchurch, 47. 
106 Whitchurch Bulletin (Oct. 1976; Dec. 1976); www.nsalg.org.uk (accessed Dec. 2018). 
107 www.whitchurchonthames.com (accessed Dec. 2018). 
108 OHC, PC287/A1/1; PC287/A2/3; WGHA, letters 11 Mar. 1954, 13 Nov. 1964. 
109 Whitchurch Bulletin (June 1967; Apr. 1969; June 1969); Holmes, ‘Journey’.  
110 OHC, PC287/A2/4; Whitchurch Bulletin (Feb. 1971; Apr. 1971; Oct. 1971); cf. Millennium 
Exhibition, 47. 
111 www.whitchurchcricket.co.uk; www.afcwhitchurch.btck.co.uk (both accessed Dec. 2018). 
112 Whitchurch Bulletin (Aug. 1993); Millennium Exhibition. 
113 Whitchurch Parish Appraisal (1993); www.whitchurchonthames.com (accessed Dec. 2018). 
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Education 

 

Sixteenth-century grammar and handwriting exercises among the parish records hint at early 

schooling within the parish,114 but no schools were explicitly recorded until 1738 when three 

teaching reading and the catechism were supported from offertory money ‘so far as it will 

go’, supplemented by occasional charitable gifts of clothing and books and by the rector. 

Some may (as later) have lain outside the village, and though numbers attending were 

‘uncertain’, it was claimed that no ‘poor of either sex’ were rejected.115 The pattern remained 

broadly similar into the early 19th century,116 and in 1808 there were (exceptionally) four 

schools in all: two in the village, another at Whitchurch Hill, and a fourth (for girls only) 

funded by Mrs Gardiner of Coombe Park. One of the village schools included 14 children still 

paid for from offertory money, with the rest supported from fees charged at 4d. a week for 

girls and 3d. for boys. All the schools still taught reading only, plus needlework for girls, and 

55 pupils were taught in all, including 7 ‘very small children’ at the Whitchurch Hill school. In 

addition 14 Whitchurch children attended the charity school at Goring Heath, and there were 

boys’ and girls’ Sunday schools.117 

  Three day schools (including Mrs Gardiner’s) continued in 1815, when they were 

‘conveniently situated in different parts of the parish’. Combining them was thought 

impractical and undesirable, since outlying areas lay ‘upon high hills at a distance too great 

for little children to go and return’.118 Even so by 1818 (when ‘many of the poor’ lacked 

access to education) only the future National school (below) and Mrs Gardiner’s girls’ school 

remained,119 the latter apparently continuing in 1854 when its 12 female pupils were paid for 

by Henry Philip Powys of Hardwick.120 A preparatory school opened at Whitchurch House in 

1947 under the headship of Henry Davy lasted until 1956, teaching 44 boys (29 as boarders) 

in 1953.121 

 

 

 

 

                                            
114 OHC, PAR287/14/X/1; cf. Slatter, Whitchurch, 108.   
115 Secker’s Visit. 170; cf. OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 557, f. 152; d 560, f. 177; d 567, f. 165. One may 
have been run by the schoolmaster Rob. Jemmet (d. 1774) and later by his son Robert (d. 1790): 
OHC, F VII/16−17; F IX/189−91; ibid. par. reg. transcript, burials; TNA, PROB 11/1197/84. 
116 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 560, f. 177; d 567, f. 165. 
117 Ibid. d 707, ff. 160, 199 (printed Horn (ed.), Village Educ. 1−3); for the char. sch., above, Goring, 
social hist. (educ.). 
118 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 433, f. 221 (printed Horn (ed.), Village Educ. 4−5). The schools then taught 
69 girls but only 29 boys.  
119 Educ. of Poor Digest (Parl. Papers 1819 (224), ix), p. 732. 
120 Wilb. Visit. 161; cf. Horn (ed.), Village Educ. 7−8. Its location is unknown. 
121 TNA, ED 109/9046/6; Baker, Whitchurch, 7; Millennium Exhibition, 23.  
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Whitchurch National (later Elementary) and Primary Schools 

 

The mixed parish school part-funded from offertory money seems to have been re-

established c.1817, adopting the National plan and moving to a new schoolroom and 

adjoining master’s house on Hardwick Road, set within a former chalk quarry. The founder 

was said later to be the lord of Whitchurch Samuel Gardiner, who leased the site and 

perhaps met building costs.122 Teaching 63 children in 1818 (when 14 were still funded from 

offertory money and the rest by their parents at 3d. a week),123 the school affiliated to the 

National Society in 1819,124 and in 1829 had an annual income of £37 derived from 

subscriptions (£25 from 13 people), pence (£10), and sales of work (£2).125 By 1833 its 86 

pupils (47 boys and 39 girls aged 5−12) each contributed a penny a week; that was offset, 

however, by provision of clothing worth ‘more than the amount of their payments’,126 funded 

by additional subscriptions or offertory money, and costing £9−£15 a year in the 1830s.127 

For much of the 19th century the school had two teachers who were often married couples, 

receiving a joint salary of £50−£100.128 Certificated teachers were appointed from 1868, 

making the school subject to government inspection and eligible for government grants, 

which were first received in 1873.129 

 In 1871 cloakrooms and a second (larger) schoolroom were added at a cost of 

£1,435, to designs by Joseph Morris of Reading. Charles Lawrence Weare Gardiner gave 

the necessary land and the existing school site, which had remained leasehold.130 Pupil 

numbers more than doubled from 73 in 1869 to 152 in 1872, when extra toilets were built.131 

Sickness, bad weather, and agricultural work often caused absences, however, the 

headmaster complaining in May 1878 that over 20 children were away harvesting osiers. 

Several parents were prosecuted as a result, some of them repeat offenders.132 

 The unusually long headship of Herbert Winchester (1879−1914) saw generally 

favourable inspection reports, although that of 1904 commented on the ‘dark’ and 

‘depressing’ premises. Overall responsibility passed to the county council in 1903, and in 

1912 the management was criticized for its ‘most extravagant’ spending, with salaries, fuel, 

                                            
122 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 577, f. 151; Fletcher, Tour, 25; PO Dir. Oxon. (1847); OHC, CC4/224; Horn 
(ed.), Village Educ. pp. liv, 5. 
123 Educ. of Poor Digest, 732. 
124 Horn (ed.), Village Educ. 6. 
125 OHC, PAR287/14/F1/1, ff. 1−3; Horn (ed.), Village Educ. 176−7. 
126 Educ. Enq. Abstract, 757; Horn (ed.), Village Educ. 7. 
127 OHC, PAR287/14/F1/1−2; cf. Horn (ed.), Village Educ. 178−81. 
128 Horn (ed.), Village Educ. pp. lvi−lvii; cf. OHC, PAR287/14/F1/1−2. 
129 Horn (ed.), Village Educ. pp. lvi, 11, 178; OHC, PAR287/14/F1/1. 
130 TNA, ED 103/115/3; OHC, S287/1/Y1/2−3; cf. Horn (ed.), Village Educ. 16, 26. 
131 Horn (ed.), Village Educ. 21; TNA, ED 21/14578; OHC, PAR287/14/F1/2, f. 34. 
132 Horn (ed.), Village Educ. 64−5, 67, 73, and passim.  
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and cleaning all costing two or three times the county average.133 Average attendance had 

by then fallen sharply from 131 in 1903 to 65 in 1911.134 Winchester was succeeded in 1915 

by Fanny Gwinnell, who remained until the school’s closure and was described in 1920 as 

‘careful, conscientious, and earnest’. She also introduced swimming lessons in the river. The 

school’s existing 38 pupils were joined in September 1939 by 62 evacuees from Westville 

Road school in Hammersmith (Middx), some of whom were taught in the former scout hut on 

Eastfield Lane. By 1945 only 22 pupils remained, however, and though five refugees from 

the Coombe Park camp were admitted early in 1947 the school was closed later that year, 

its remaining pupils transferred to schools at Woodcote and Goring Heath.135 

 

   

 

 

In 1966 a new primary school was opened in purpose-built premises on Eastfield 

Lane, designed by the county architect Albert Smith.136 Extended in 1972,137 it taught 89 

children in four classes by 2000, when a pre-school was also based there.138 Both remained 

open in 2018, when the school had 136 pupils in five classes.139 

 

Welfare 

 

A poor men’s box in the church was mentioned from 1525,140 and one-off bequests to the 

poor were common in 16th- and 17th-century wills,141 followed from the 17th to the 19th 

centuries by establishment of clothing, bread, and fuel charities which supplemented the 

                                            
133 OHC, CC4/224; ibid. S287/1/A1/2; Horn (ed.), Village Educ. pp. lvii−lviii and passim. 
134 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1903−11 edns). 
135 TNA, ED 21/38113; OHC, S287/1/A1/2−3; Horn (ed.), Village Educ. 175. 
136 Whitchurch Bulletin (June 1966; Apr. 1967); OHC, S287/1/Y1/4. 
137 Whitchurch Bulletin (June 1972); SODC, P72/H0517. 
138 Ofsted report 2000, at www.ofsted.gov.uk (accessed Dec. 2018). 
139 www.whitchurchprimaryschool.org; www.whitchurchpreschool.org (both accessed Dec. 2018). 
140 TNA, E 179/161/201. 
141 e.g. ibid. PROB 11/22/595; PROB 11/79/369; OHC, MSS Wills Oxon 179.318, 184.143, 200.101. 

Whitchurch school in 1904 (left) and its interior in 1907 (right). Source: OHC, CC4/224. 
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mounting sums spent on parish poor relief.142 Other help was provided by friendly societies, 

of which the earliest had 71 members in 1813. Two more (established in 1830 and 1840) 

met at pubs (the Royal Oak and Collins End), while another (founded in 1860) was one of 

only five in Oxfordshire exclusively for women, offering lying-in benefit (at 3s. a week for four 

weeks) as well as the usual sickness and burial benefits. The society attracted 24 members 

in its first year, generating £9 12s. in fees, while 12 ‘honorary subscribers’ donated £31 6s. 

By 1881 membership stood at 87, but the society was dissolved the following year, and by 

1894 none of the parish’s friendly societies remained active.143 A coal and blanket club 

recorded from 1841−78 had 74 members paying 10s. each in its first year, while six 

subscribers (including the rector, Samuel Gardiner, and H.P. Powys) gave a total of £18 

17s.144 A separate coal club with 79 members in 1902 continued in 1916, when it and other 

parish funds for clothing, boots, dentistry, and nursing were supported by membership fees 

and subscriptions.145 A soup kitchen was mentioned in 1873.146 

Whitchurch had its own doctor by the 1750s, when an apothecary’s shop was taken 

on by a surgeon who was also a ‘man-midwife’.147 Thomas Smith (d. 1779), who in 1774 

claimed to have been inoculating against smallpox for twenty years ‘without the loss of a 

single patient’,148 may have been the first of his family to practise in Whitchurch, others 

including Samuel (d. 1842) and Robert, who retired in 1861.149 The parish paid for 

inoculations in 1802 following several deaths from smallpox in the 1790s, and resolved to 

find a house for ‘the present infected poor, in which they may receive the benefit of fresh 

air’.150 Smith’s successors continued to practice at Duchess Close until 1904, and later 

doctors operated from various village locations until 1972, after which the nearest surgery 

was in Pangbourne.151 A nursing association employed a parish nurse by 1902, providing 

her with a cottage at Whitchurch Hill in 1924.152 Ten years later it merged with a 

Mapledurham association, whose assets were used in 1967 to establish the Sir Rickman 

                                            
142 Below. 
143 Oxon. FS, pp. 298−300; Berks. RO, D/EX1044/7/6; OHC, PAR287/13/F3/1. 
144 OHC, PAR287/13/F2/1. 
145 Whitchurch Parish Mag. (Mar. 1902; Apr. 1916). 
146 OHC, Hen. II/iii/4−5. 
147 Oxf. Jnl Syn. 9 Dec. 1758; cf. OHC, SL2/1/D/6. 
148 Reading Mercury, 12 Dec. 1774; OHC, par. reg. transcript, burial 1779. 
149 PO Dir. Oxon. (1847−77 edns); TNA, PROB 11/1958/291; Noble, Footprints & Cyphers, 76. 
150 OHC, PAR287/2/A/1, p. 3; ibid. par. reg. transcript, burials 1791−9. For other parish payments 
towards medical care, below (par. poor relief). 
151 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon (1883−1939 edns); cf. Noble, Footprints & Cyphers, 74−8; Whitchurch Bulletin 
(Aug. 1972).  
152 Whitchurch Parish Mag. (Mar. 1902); WGHA, deeds 16 Jan. 1924, 7 June 1924. 
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Godlee Fund for relief in sickness in Whitchurch and Mapledurham, which continued in 

2018.153  

 

Parish Charities Whitchurch had the right to send one man to each of the almshouses 

at Goring and Goring Heath,154 and in addition acquired its own charities. One of the earliest 

comprised two strips of meadow and a river island or eyot derived from former chantry 

endowments, known as the ‘free plots’ and totalling 1½ acres. By 1621 the parish let them 

with the ‘free fishery’, using the proceeds (£4 10s. a year in 1631) for church maintenance 

and the poor.155 The premises were sold at auction in 1801.156 Several other early charities 

were lost. Ten shillings a year charged by Joan Lybbe (d. 1613) on land in Goring was last 

distributed in 1642,157 and £5 stock given by the former rector Thomas Singleton (d. 1614), 

to be lent interest-free to two poor parishioners for no more than two years each, was last 

recorded in 1651.158 A rent charge left by the shoemaker John Horn (d. 1715) to provide 

shoes to the value of c.50s. a year was never received because his title proved defective,159 

and a 20s. charge left by Mary Neighbour (d. 1738) − to be used for a Good Friday sermon 

(10s.), for the parish clerk (1s.), and for 18d. payments to six poor widows − was refused by 

the legatee of the land after only two years.160 

 Longer-lasting bequests included several clothing charities. Augustine Knapp (d. 

1602) of Rotherfield Peppard charged 20s. a year on property in Rotherfield Greys for 

clothing poor parishioners of Whitchurch, where his family were demesne lessees. Payment 

was refused from 1784,161 but the charity (known as ‘waistcoat money’) was reinstated (with 

arrears) in 1827, and in 1881 the rent-charge was redeemed for £33 12s. 6d., yielding 18s. 

4d. interest spent on flannel.162 Thomas Cresswell (d. 1728) left a cottage and 11 a. at Path 

Hill to provide greatcoats every year for three poor old men of Whitchurch and two of Goring, 

who were not to be on parish relief and who were to receive the coats following a charity 

sermon in Whitchurch church on 21 December (St Thomas’s day), for which the preacher 

received 10s. The charity was implemented in 1741 following Cresswell’s sister’s death. A 

sixth coat (rotated between Whitchurch and Goring) was funded from surplus income from 

                                            
153 Whitchurch Bulletin (June 1967); Baker, Whitchurch, 48; Over the Hatchgate (WGHHS, 2000), 15; 
Char. Com. website (accessed Dec. 2018), no. 204441. 
154 Above, Goring, social hist. 
155 OHC, par. reg. transcript, App. F and G; ibid. F XIV/1, f. 21; ibid. enclo. award; cf. OHC, MS Oxf. 
Archd. Oxon. c 141, pp. 118−19; above, econ. hist. (fishing); below, relig. hist. (glebe). 
156 Above, econ. hist. (fishing) . 
157 TNA, PROB 11/123/482; OHC, par. reg. transcript, burial 1613; Secker's Visit. 170. 
158 TNA, PROB 11/125/32; PROB 11/220/812; Alum. Oxon. 1500−1714, s.v. Singleton; cf. OHC, par. 
reg. transcript, App. C; Secker's Visit. 170. 
159 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 35/2/20; Secker's Visit. 171. 
160 TNA, PROB 11/687/297; Secker's Visit. 171; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 557, f. 152. 
161 8th Rep. Com. Char. (Parl. Papers 1823 (13), viii), 219−20, 224; OHC, par. reg. transcript, App. D. 
162 Charity board in church vestry; Slatter, Whitchurch, 143−4; OHC, PC287/A1/1. 
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1789,163 and the Revd John Lichfield left a further £33 6s. 8d. in 1803,164 while exchanges at 

enclosure in 1806 left the charity with a single 11-a. close called Great Coat Land.165 That 

was sold in 1882,166 and by 1895 (when invested stock totalled £705) 24 coats were 

distributed equally between the two parishes,167 the number having risen steadily from 4 for 

Whitchurch in 1826.168 In 1907 (when the charities were separated) Whitchurch received 

£394 in stock.169 Two late clothing charities were given by Robert Richard Pigou of Thames 

Bank in 1842 and by Mary Eliza Moore (d. 1894), the former comprising a lifetime gift of 

£300 stock to provide red cloaks annually for poor women.170 Some £8 5s. was spent on five 

cloaks in 1894, although several eligible women refused to receive them for fear of being 

stigmatized.171 Mary Moore’s £300 stock was for flannel, blankets, and clothing and for 

maintaining family memorials in the parish church, and yielded £7 9s. 9d. in 1895.172 

 A bread charity was left by John Whistler (d. 1626), who charged his Whitchurch 

manor estate with 52s. a year to provide a dozen penny loaves for distribution in church 

every Sunday.173 By the 1820s the bread was given monthly,174 and in 1889 the lord 

(Charles Lawrence Weare Gardiner) redeemed the rent-charge for £96 invested in £104 

stock.175 A later bread charity was given by George Jackson (d. 1842) of Swanston House, 

who left £100 to fund an annual distribution of bread in church in December. The distribution 

of both charities in church was replaced in 1889 by weekly bread allowances for poor 

families unable to work through sickness or old age,176 and in 1895 their respective incomes 

were £2 12s. and £2 19s.177 

  A fuel charity was created at Whitchurch common’s enclosure in 1813, when a 6-a. 

‘poor’s allotment’ was awarded in lieu of inhabitants’ rights to cut furze and collect wood.178 A 

part became the site for parish cottages for the poor (The Barracks) built in 1814,179 the 

remaining 5½ a. being let for c.£7 a year spent on faggots for the ‘uphill’ poor and on coal for 

                                            
163 TNA, PROB 11/630/401; OHC, PAR287/13/F1/1. For estate, cf. OHC, enclo. award and map. 
164 TNA, PROB 11/1388/177. 
165 OHC, enclo. map and award; cf. ibid. PAR287/5/F3/1−3. 
166 Charity board; WGHA, Char. Com. Order 1 Aug. 1882; conveyance 14 Oct. 1882. Corn rent was 
redeemed c.1823: 8th Rep. Com. Char. 224. 
167 OHC, PC287/A2/1; Slatter, Whitchurch, 146. 
168 OHC, PAR287/13/F1/1; ibid. PC287/A1/1. 
169 WGHA, Char. Com. Scheme 15 Mar. 1907. 
170 WGHA, deed 29 Jan. 1842; Slatter, Whitchurch, 148. 
171 OHC, PC287/A1/1; WGHA, poster re charities, 1895; cf. ibid. red cloak charity book, 1869−79. 
172 OHC, PC287/A2/1; WGHA, extract from Moore’s will proved 16 June 1894; ibid. poster re charities, 
1895; cf. Slatter, Whitchurch, 148−50. 
173 TNA, PROB 11/151/86; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 708, f. 165. 
174 8th Rep. Com. Char. 224. 
175 OHC, PC287/A2/1; Slatter, Whitchurch, 144−5. 
176 TNA, PROB 11/1966/380; Slatter, Whitchurch, 144−5, 147−8; WGHA, poster re charities (1895). 
177 OHC, PC287/A2/1. 
178 Ibid. Whitchurch common enclo. award and map; 8th Rep. Com. Char. 225. 
179 Below (poor relief). 



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Whitchurch (May 2019) • © VCH Oxfordshire • Social • p. 17 
 

those in the village.180 By 1872, when distribution was wholly in coal, 100 people shared over 

6 tons purchased at the wharf,181 and in 1882 the land was sold for £290 invested in stock.182 

A second fuel charity was given by Robert Dashwood Fowler of Walliscote (d. 1895), who 

left £200 to provide coal to the deserving poor.183  

 In 1907 the surviving charities were combined to form Whitchurch United Charities,184 

which in 1936 gave £10 a year to the nursing association, and distributed groceries at 

Christmas and coal in January.185 From 1967 grocery vouchers were issued instead, until in 

2003 it was agreed that future grants should be towards local youngsters’ educational 

costs.186 Over the period 2013−17 income averaged £600 and expenditure £528.187 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Poor Relief Overseers’ accounts survive from 1569, when two collectors for the 

poor raised a total of 5s. 3d. a quarter from 24 ratepayers. Of that 4s. 1d. was distributed 

among six paupers, including 1s. 8d. ‘to a lame girl for surgery’, while donations of 4d. were 

made to ‘poor strangers’ in 1570 and to ‘prisoners in Oxford’ in 1572.188 By the 1660s, when 

income and expenditure averaged c.£40 a year, one-off payments included sums for 

clothing, shoes, firewood, sickness, nursing, surgery, coffins, and funerals. Around 15 

                                            
180 WGHA, Dodd’s survey and map (1847); OHC, PAR287/2/A/1, p. 159; 8th Rep. Com. Char. 225; 
Slatter, Whitchurch, 147. 
181 WGHA, receipt for coal (1872); ibid. coal charity account (1872). 
182 Ibid. Char. Com. Order 1 Aug. 1882; ibid. conveyance 25 Nov. 1882; Slatter, Whitchurch, 147. 
183 WGHA, poster re charities (1895); Baker, Whitchurch, 40. 
184 WGHA, Char. Com. Scheme 20 Mar. 1907. 
185 Whitchurch Parish Mag. (Jan. 1936; Feb. 1936); cf. Baker, Whitchurch, 39−40. 
186 OHC, PC287/A1/1−2; Whitchurch Bulletin, passim; www.whitchurchonthames.com (accessed Dec. 
2018). 
187 Char. Com. website (accessed Dec. 2018), no. 264826. 
188 OHC, PAR287/5/F1/1; cf. Slatter, Whitchurch, 55−85. 

Nineteenth-century parish charity board preserved in the church vestry. 
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people received weekly payments in 1673−4, 11 of them for the full year, and beer costing 

3s. was bought in 1696−7 for paupers mending the roads. The parish found and paid for 

rented accommodation for one parishioner in 1672.189 

As elsewhere costs rose significantly during the 18th century, from £33 in 1708 to 

£75 in 1751 (including £55 spent on weekly payments and on four house-rents), and then to 

£283 in 1785.190 By 1803 expenditure was £660, supporting 65 adults and 96 children 

permanently and a further 45 occasionally, in all just over a third of the population. Costs 

finally peaked at £1,076 in 1813, supporting 94 people permanently and 24 occasionally,191 

but fell thereafter to £639 in 1816 and to £552 in 1834.192 During the early 19th century the 

vestry tried various expedients to reduce costs and unemployment. Premiums of up to 6 gns 

for ‘the encouragement of industry’ were granted to various individuals in 1804, and in 1808 

Samuel Gardiner supported a parish allowance for two parishioners serving in the militia. 

The same year the principal owners and occupiers of land agreed to pay their labourers in 

step with rising bread prices, any deficiencies in their earnings to be made up from the 

parish rate, and from 1819 any unemployed labourers resident in the parish were allocated 

to the chief landowners and farmers by an annual ballot.193 Paupers were regularly housed 

in cottages rented by the parish, and in 1814 the overseers commissioned the local builder 

Richard Briant to erect a terrace of six cottages (known locally as The Barracks) on part of 

the new poor’s allotment at Whitchurch Hill, at a cost of £350. In 1830 the tenants each paid 

9d. a week,194 but in 1836, after Whitchurch became part of the new Bradfield Poor Law 

Union,195 the union guardians sold the cottages for £192.196 

 

 

                                            
189 OHC, PAR287/5/F1/2; cf. Slatter, Whitchurch, 89−96. 
190 OHC, PAR287/5/F1/3−4; Poor Abstract, 1787, 655. 
191 Poor Abstract, 1804, 402−3. 
192 Poor Rate Retns, 1822, p. 137; 1825, p. 172; 1830−1, p. 160; 1835, p. 155. 
193 OHC, PAR287/2/A/1, pp. 38, 77, 83−4, 131−40. 
194 Ibid. PAR287/2/A/1, pp. 3, 30, 87, 97−100, 104, 206; above (parish charities). For The Barracks 
name, TNA, HO 107/1691; OHC, Hen. II/ii/5; Barefield-Hutt, Whitchurch Common, 22. 
195 Youngs, Admin. Units, I, 408; Oxon. Atlas, 144−5. 
196 OHC, Hen. II/ii/1. 

Linden Cottages (formerly 
The Barracks) at Whitchurch 
Hill, erected by the parish in 

1814 to house paupers. 


