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INTRODUCTION 

 

Map 1: Ibstock and neighbouring civil parishes in 1899 [image removed from web version for 

copyright reasons] 

 

The large village of Ibstock sits within and close to the south-eastern edge of the 

Leicestershire coalfield.1 It is 15 miles north-west of Leicester, six miles south-east of Ashby-de-la-

Zouch and five miles north of Market Bosworth.  

In 1831, the parish of Ibstock contained 4,270 a. (1,728 ha.) and, unusually for 

Leicestershire, included three villages: Ibstock, Hugglescote and Donington-le-Heath. The latter two 

villages formed a separate single township across the north of the parish, with its own manorial lord, 

poor law officers and field system, and became a civil parish in 1866. This partition also created the 

civil parish of Ibstock,2 the boundaries of which are traced by the heavy broken line shown on Map 1, 

and define the area which is covered by this history.3 

Until the 19th century, Ibstock was one of the largest villages in a sparsely populated rural 

area (Map 2).4 The development of this part of the coalfield from the 1820s resulted in dramatic 

changes to the local landscape, economy and society. Coal mines were sunk, older villages like 

                                                           
1 K. Spink and T.D. Ford, ‘The coal measures’, in P.C. Sylvester-Bradley and T.D. Ford (eds), The Geology of 

the East Midlands (Leicester, 1968), 95–111; British Geological Survey, 

https://www.bgs.ac.uk/downloads/start.cfm?id=2556 (accessed 1 Apr. 2018). 
2 ROLLR, DE 8666 (Ibstock inclosure map and award); EN/A/150/1 (Hugglescote and Donington inclosure 

award); F.A. Youngs, Guide to the Local Administrative Units of England (1991), II, 228. 
3 OS Map 1”, Sheet 155 (1899): map reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland. 
4 ROLLR, Ma/L/29 (Greenwood’s map). 

https://www.bgs.ac.uk/downloads/start.cfm?id=2556
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Ibstock expanded rapidly, and new villages such as Coalville and Ellistown were built on former 

farmland to house colliery workers. The locations of the mines, and the villages that grew up with 

them, were determined by the availability of suitable land, and paid no heed to established parish 

boundaries. This created a number of anomalies around Ibstock.  

Despite their common name, Ellistown colliery and Ellistown village were in different civil 

parishes, and had different origins. Ellistown colliery began to be sunk in 1873 on farmland in Ibstock 

parish, and took its name from its founder, Colonel Joseph Joel Ellis, who also built houses for 41 of 

his employees in the immediate vicinity. The site of the colliery and these houses continued to be 

within the civil parish of Ibstock in 2019, and their history is included within this book.  

The houses in the village known in 2019 as Ellistown (originally Whitehill) were in 

Hugglescote and Donington civil parish until 2002, when they became part of the new civil parish of 

Ellistown and Battleflat. The history of Ellistown village therefore lies with the histories of 

Hugglescote and Donington, and considerations of space prevent them from being examined here.  

Houses were built in Battram in the 1880s for workers at Nailstone colliery along a lane 

which then formed part of the southern boundary of Ibstock parish. The boundary was moved a few 

yards to the south, so the houses built on both sides of the lane were brought within Ibstock parish. 

Battram’s land and buildings are therefore also included within this volume.  

Before the 18th century, most of Ibstock’s inhabitants earned their living from the land, but 

local occupations in the 16th and 17th centuries suggest that the village had the potential to develop 

into a centre for local trade. Heavy carts carrying coal and lime from north-west Leicestershire 

crossed the parish and by the 1560s were creating enough work for a wheelwright.5 Two generations 

of mercers traded here in the late 17th and early 18th centuries, and their stock of imported cloth 

and foodstuffs revealed in an inventory of 1705 would have attracted customers from other 

                                                           
5 ROLLR, PR/I/256, fol. 22v. (will). 
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villages.6 By the late 17th century, there was enough business in Ibstock for three tailors to have 

traded concurrently.7  

Improvements to transport routes from the 18th century made it easier for those outside 

Ibstock to reach more established market towns, and Ibstock instead developed as an industrial 

village, with cottage industries such as framework knitting employing as many people as agriculture 

by 1811. Ibstock began to transform itself again from the 1830s, into a colliery settlement. By 1900, 

as a result of rapid population growth, Ibstock had developed many of the positive, and also the less-

welcome characteristics of a town, but local government failed to grant the urban status (and 

borrowing powers) that some residents sought. This period of growth was brought to a sudden end 

by the news in 1928 that Ibstock colliery was to close. Its impact was lessened by the continuation of 

the brickworks, and the availability of work at other collieries until 1991.   

Ibstock in the early 21st century is clearly a village, not a town. Its character was been 

formed by its history, which it continues to reflect. Its main street includes Poplar Farm, Ivy House 

Farm and Fourthorn farm (86 High Street), the latter with deeds from 1735,8 but the street name, 

High Street, reflects a new function in the late 19th century, as the centre for both shopping and 

leisure. Commercial premises in the centre of Ibstock are small, as the presence of large collieries 

and brickworks on the fringes of the parish created little need for major factories. Regular church 

attendances have declined, but the diversity of religious views which developed from the 17th 

century continued to find expression in 21st-century worship, with regular Sunday services held in 

2019 in Ibstock’s Anglican, Baptist, Methodist and Wesleyan Reform churches. Mining has left a 

strong tangible legacy in the sports grounds for Ibstock and Battram, funded through grants from the 

                                                           
6 R.H. Evans, 'Nonconformity in Leicestershire in 1669', Trans LAHS, XXV, (1949), 126–7; ROLLR, 

PR/I/112/150 (probate inventory). 
7 ROLLR, PR/I/83/190 (Francke, tailor, 1681); PR/I/86/207 (Ridgway, tailor, 1684); PR/I/97/125 (Goddard, tailor, 
1694).  
8 Cawte, ‘Parish warden’s report’, 27; The National Heritage List for England 

(http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/), List No. 1074374, 86 High Street, accessed 11 Apr. 2017. 

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
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Miners’ Welfare Fund in the 1920s, and these remained in regular use in the early 21st century. 

Mining wheels have been mounted outside both, and in the grounds of the secondary school, as 

proud reminders of this part of Ibstock’s heritage.  

 


