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LANDSCAPE, SETTLEMENT AND BUILDINGS 

Boundaries and parish origins 

The civil parish is irregular in shape (Map 1), especially in the east. It measures 1.9 miles 

from north to south, and 3.4 miles from west to east, and contained 2,257 a. in 1881.1 There have 

been only minor boundary changes since the earliest surviving plan of the parish was drawn in 

1818.2 The parish contained 998 ha. (2,466 a.) in 2011.3  

Ibstock’s western boundary is almost straight. Heather parish is to the west, and its place-

name suggests the boundary was drawn across open heath land with few natural features.4 From 

the point in the south-west where the boundaries of Ibstock, Heather and Odstone meet, the 

boundary traces a sweeping convex curve towards the south-west, which may be indicative of the 

clearance of woodland or scrub at a constant radius from the village core in the early days of the 

present settlement. After a short, straighter, section, the boundary picks up the course of a stream. 

Before a modern boundary change to accommodate the village of Battram, the boundary ran along 

Battram Lane, then turned sharply to the south before doubling back on itself to create a small ‘pan-

handle’ shape where Ibstock meets the parishes of Nailstone and Bagworth. This pattern is often a 

feature of early boundaries in areas of woodland or heath.5 Bagworth had a large wood in 1086, 

                                                           
1 http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/ (accessed 10 Mar. 2019). 
2 Parish map, in private hands.  
3 2011 census. 
4 B. Cox, The Place-names of Leicestershire, VI (Nottingham, 2014), 104. 
5 D. Hooke, The Landscape of Anglo-Saxon England (1998), 80. 

http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/
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measuring one league by half a league (c.500 a.). The Domesday entry for Neulebi probably relates 

to Nailstone,6 where there was woodland measuring three furlongs by two furlongs (c.42 a.).7  

Ibstock’s eastern boundary with the parishes of Bagworth and Stanton-under-Bardon is 

wholly irregular. It runs northwards along the curved line of Wood Road, possibly the edge of former 

woodland, although the road name may be modern, before turning east, then north, then east, then 

north-west, to pick up the curving course of a brook. On leaving the brook, it strikes out almost due 

north to meet the modern Leicester Road, formerly adopting an almost straight course for 1.4 miles. 

The name of the village to the north, Donington-le-Heath, suggests this area was also open 

heathland when the township boundary was established.8 A modern deviation to the north and west 

accommodates 21st-century housing development. 

Landscape 

Relief 
The parish is gently undulating, rising gently from 110 m. above OD in the south-west to 165 

m. above OD in the eastern extremity of the parish. The village lies between 115 m. and 130 m. 

above OD, with the parish church at the lowest point of the modern built area.  

Geology 
The Leicestershire and South Derbyshire coalfield forms an ellipse, oriented north-west to 

south-east, and covers an area of about one hundred square miles.9 The Ashby anticline near the 

centre of this area is largely unproductive. The basin to the west of the anticline is known as the 

South Derbyshire coalfield, and that to the east is known as the Leicestershire coalfield, although 

                                                           
6 ‘Neulebi’ (Nagli’s-bȳ), may be an early Scandinavian form of Nailstone (Naegel’s tūn), which does not appear 

until c.1200: Cox, Place-names, 181–2. 
7 Domesday, 634–5, 649. Area calculated using Rackham’s formula of length x breadth x 0.7, to account for 

woods not usually being exact rectangles: O. Rackham, Trees and Woodland in the British Landscape: The 

Complete History of Britain’s Trees, Woods and Hedgerows (2001), 48.  
8 Hooke, Landscape, 80. 
9 C. Fox-Strangways, The Geology of the Leicestershire and South Derbyshire Coalfields (1907), 1. 
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both basins straddle the county boundary.10 Both coalfields have areas where the coal crops out, 

and has been extracted for centuries.11 Map 2 shows most of the concealed coalfield area in 1827, 

and the collieries that were active there during the 19th century, providing an indication of the scale 

of change across this landscape between 1820 and 1900.12 

The concealed section of the Leicestershire coalfield, containing Ibstock, extends south-east 

from Swannington to Desford.13 Within that area is a small inlier in Heather parish, close to Ibstock’s 

western boundary, where the coal lay close to the surface and was extracted by modern open-cast 

methods, with the land reinstated as a country park.14 Across Ibstock parish, the coal measures 

mostly lie beneath New Red Sandstone, but between Whitwick and Ellistown there is also a layer of 

igneous Whitwick Dolerite immediately above the coal.15  

Fireclay, a specific type of clay which resists heat and is used for furnace bricks, is often 

found in conjunction with coal seams, and the concentration is unusually high in the South 

Derbyshire and Leicestershire coalfields.16 It was extracted commercially at both Ibstock and 

Ellistown collieries, where it lay immediately above and beneath the main seams of coal. The 

abundant red marls of the overlaying New Red Sandstone were also used to produce facing bricks 

and terracotta products.  

 

Map 2: Ibstock and part of the Leicestershire coalfield area in 1827, also showing collieries open 

during the 19th century [image removed from web version for copyright reasons] 

 

                                                           
10 Ibid, 18; K. Spink and T.D. Ford, ‘The coal measures’, in P.C. Sylvester-Bradley and T.D. Ford (eds), The 

Geology of the East Midlands (Leicester, 1968), 98; C. Owen, The Leicestershire and South Derbyshire 

Coalfield, 1200–1900 (Ashbourne, 1984), 13–15. 
11 VCH Leics. III, 31–2. 
12 ROLLR, Ma/L/29 (Greenwood’s map). 
13 Fox-Strangways, Geology, 21; Owen, Leicestershire and South Derbyshire, 12, 17. 
14 E. Hull, The Geology of the Leicestershire Coalfield and of the Country around Ashby-de-la-Zouch (1860), 

71. 
15 Fox-Strangways, Geology, 33–4. 
16 Leics. VCH III, 39; British Geological Survey, Mineral Planning Factsheet: Fireclay, 5. 
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Soils 

The superficial deposits across most of the parish are clays of the Mercia Mudstone group, 

which are slow to drain.17 The heaviest clay is in the extreme south and east of the parish. In the 

west of the parish the soils are free-draining loams.18  

Watercourses  

Springs rise from the sandstone in many places and two small streams partly define the 

parish boundary. The northernmost of these fed an industrial reservoir at Ibstock colliery. Its natural 

course continued as a brook which flows south-west from the colliery through farmland to pass to 

the south of Ibstock church. Another stream rises near Pickering Grange and flows south-west over 

Overton Road (a ford in 2019), to the south of the other brook. The two watercourses meet to the 

west of Hinckley Road, joining the river Sence beyond the parish boundary, and eventually reach the 

Trent near Alrewas (Staffs.). 

Land use 
There has been large-scale open cast quarrying for clay at the former Ibstock and Ellistown 

colliery sites, which continued in 2019. Exhausted quarries have been reinstated as agricultural land 

or for public amenities. Mixed woodland totalling 163 ha. (404 a.) was planted in the early 21st 

century between the southern parish boundary and Pretoria Road as part of the new National 

Forest.19 The remainder of the land beyond the built area supports mixed farming. 

Communications 

Roads 
It has long been speculated that the Roman road from Colchester to Leicester, known as the 

Via Devana, continued north-west from Leicester to Chester. Margery did not recognise this road, 

but earthworks, cropmarks and a stretch of metalled road have been found at five separate 

                                                           
17 British Geological Survey, https://www.bgs.ac.uk/downloads/start.cfm?id=2556 (accessed 1 Apr. 2018); 

Cranfield Soil and Agrifood Institute, http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/ (accessed 24 Feb. 2019). 
18 Cranfield Soil and Agrifood Institute, http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/ (accessed 24 Feb. 2019). 
19 Area calculated through https://magic.defra.gov.uk/; https://www.nationalforest.org/ 

https://www.bgs.ac.uk/downloads/start.cfm?id=2556
http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/
http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/
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locations on a straight alignment which stretches 21 km north-west from a few miles outside 

Leicester. A site identified as a Roman town has been found where this road crosses the main north-

south route through Ibstock (Map 2).20  

An Act of 1760 authorised a turnpike road from Hinckley through Ibstock towards 

Melbourne (Derb.) to meet the turnpike road between Tamworth (Staffs.) and Nottingham at Tonge. 

For five months in every year teams of eight horses would regularly draw loads of lime, each up to 

seven tons, along this road.21 A westward spur from Ibstock through Heather led to Measham and 

the western coal basin (Map 2). The trust was required to spend equal sums of money on the 

sections between Ibstock and Swannington and between Ibstock and Measham, to ensure the 

mineral owners served by one branch were not favoured over those served by the other.22 A revised 

Act of 1828 brought Pisca Lane, which also ran from Ibstock to Heather, within the ambit of the 

same turnpike trust.23 The Trust was dissolved in 1880.24  

Carriers  
Two carriers operated a Saturday service between Leicester and Ibstock in 1815.25 By 1828 

there was also a weekly market-day service to Hinckley.26 In 1835, there were services to Hinckley on 

Mondays, Ashby-de-la-Zouch on Tuesdays and Saturdays, Leicester on Wednesdays and Saturdays, 

Loughborough on Thursdays and Shepshed on Saturdays.27 Carriers continued to operate a twice-

weekly service to Leicester and weekly services to Ashby and Loughborough throughout the 19th 

                                                           
20 I.D. Margery, Roman Roads in Britain (1973 edn.); P. Liddle and R.F. Hartley, ‘A Roman road through north-

west Leicestershire’, Trans. LAHS, 68 (1994), 1869; Leics. and Rutl. HER, ‘Via Devana’ Roman road, MLE 

9662; MLE 4345 (at SK 310155, SK 386122, SK 407114, SK 460090, SK 488080). 
21 Report of the Royal Commission on the State of Roads in England and Wales (Parl. Papers 1840 [C. 280], 

xxvii), p. 266. 
22 33 Geo. II, c. 46; 44 Geo. III, c. x; ROLLR, DE 380/2 (plan of turnpike); A. Cossons, The Turnpike Roads of 

Leicestershire and Rutland (Newtown Linford, 2003), 54–56. 
23 9 Geo. IV, c. v; ROLLR, DE 380/23 (survey of toll houses on Hinckley to Melbourne turnpike).   
24 41 & 42 Vict. c. 62. 
25 Leicester Dir. (Leicester, 1815), 77. 
26 Pigot & Co., Nat. Comm. Dir. for Leics. (1828), 480, 492. 
27 Pigot & Co., Nat. Comm. Dir. for Leics. (1835), 69. 
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century. The last reference to a service to Hinckley was in 1863.28 Only the Leicester services 

continued in 1908.29  

Bus and coach services  
James Newman offered a horse-drawn brake service in 1912 and 1916.30 Cherry’s of Chapel 

Street and Newbold’s of Curzon Street also provided horse-drawn brakes to Bagworth station every 

Saturday for the train to Leicester.31  

Two providers based in Ibstock offered motorised services shortly after the First World War: 

Albert Hipwell of Leicester Road and William and Albert Brooks of Copson Street.32 The Birmingham 

Midland Motor Omnibus Company (‘Midland Red’), began a daily service between Leicester and 

Ibstock in 1922, and from Leicester to Ashby, calling at Ibstock, on Wednesdays and Saturdays.33 

Their service between Coalville and Hinckley through Ibstock and Market Bosworth, running in the 

1950s, may have started in the early 1930s, as the route followed the railway service which closed in 

1931.34  

Hipwell faced competition by 1928 from Hubert Bircher on High Street, G. Rudin & Son on 

Melbourne Road and Windridge, Sons & Riley, also on Melbourne Road.35 By 1933 they had been 

joined by Harry Fowkes of Chapel Street, trading as H.F. Bus Service. Services ran to Coalville, 

Heather and Leicester.36  

                                                           
28 W. White, Hist., Gaz., and Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (Sheffield, 1846), 564; PO Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1855), 

52; W. White, Hist., Gaz., and Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (Sheffield, 1863), 678; PO Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. 

(1876), 372; Kelly’s Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1895), 94. 
29 Kelly’s Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1908), 107 
30 Kelly’s Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1912), 108; (1916), 107. 
31 Memories of S. Wallace in J. Carswell (ed.), Ibstock Lives (Coalville, c.1991), 25. 
32 L.S. Eggington, Ibstock: A Story of her People (Moira, 1984), 3, 23. 
33 P.L. Hardy, Midland Red, Leicester and Leicestershire Route History 1920–1929 (Leicester, 1972), 1. 
34 C.S. Dunbar, ‘Independent Still’, in Commercial Motor, 4 May 1956, 

http://archive.commercialmotor.com/article/4th-may-1956/60/independent-still (accessed 5 Oct. 2018). 
35 Kelly’s Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1928), 115–6. 
36 Dunbar, ‘Independent Still’; Photograph of original fare sheet for H.F. bus service, October 1933, held by G.J. 

Hammond, great-grand-daughter of Harry Fowkes, and uploaded to Facebook account of Ibstock Historical 

Society on 1 Feb. 2019. 

http://archive.commercialmotor.com/article/4th-may-1956/60/independent-still
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Browns Blue bought Hipwell’s business and depot in 1946 and Rudin’s vehicles and 

services.37 They ran buses in 1956 to Ashby, Coalville and Leicester, won some school contracts and 

also took workers to Nailstone Colliery, Desford Colliery, Clutsom and Kemp’s elastic factory in 

Coalville, the engineering company Tube Investments at Desford and footwear factories in Earl 

Shilton.38 The company was acquired by Midland Red in 1963.39 Reliant Coaches Ltd, operating from 

Melbourne Road between 1963 and 2007, provided works, colliery and school services.40  

There were no services based in Ibstock in 2019, but Arriva Midlands offered a regular 

service between Ibstock and Coalville, and Roberts Coaches provided a service between Hinckley 

and Coalville, which called at Ibstock.41  

Post and telecommunications  
Thomas Thomas, a draper, was appointed as receiver of post in Ibstock in 1843.42 Thomas 

Bailey was postmaster (and a tailor and draper) from 1847 to 1888. His house in Deacons Lane (later 

renamed Gladstone Street) was described as the Post Office in 1861.43 A money order, telegraph and 

savings bank service was available by 1876.44 Abel Gadsby was the postmaster in Deacons Lane in 

1891.45 Edwin Badcock, a printer and cycle-dealer, had taken over as postmaster by 1908, with 

premises on High Street.46 Post was originally routed through Ashby de la Zouch, but Ibstock became 

subordinate to Leicester in 1895. It became a post town in 1992, with a sorting office. There was also 

                                                           
37 Below, 00. 
38 Ex inf. Mick Gamble, also M. Gamble, Brown’s Blue: The Leicestershire Bus Company that took the 

Community to its Heart (Enderby, 2012), 72–3; Dunbar, ‘Independent Still’. 
39 Below, 00. 
40 Gamble, Brown’s Blue, 138–40; Commercial Motor, 5 Jul. 1963, at 

http://archive.commercialmotor.com/article/5th-july-1963/74/planning (accessed 5 Oct. 2018), and see below, 

00. 
41 https://bustimes.org/services/15-coalville-coalville; https://bustimes.org/services/159-hinckley-coalville 

(accessed 9 Oct. 2018). 
42 J. Soer, The Royal Mail in Leicestershire and Rutland (Midland (GB) Postal History Society, 1997), 112; 

TNA, HO 107/601/10/25. 
43 Ibid; TNA, HO 107/2083/416; RG 9/2265/67.  
44 Post Office Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1876), 372. 
45 TNA, RG 12/2507/88. 
46 Kelly’s Dir. Of Leics. and Rutl. (1908), 107; 1911 census.  

http://archive.commercialmotor.com/article/5th-july-1963/74/planning
https://bustimes.org/services/15-coalville-coalville
https://bustimes.org/services/159-hinckley-coalville
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sub-office on Leicester Road between 1936 and 1992.47 The early 21st century saw a series of post 

office closures across the country. In 2012 a social enterprise company became managers of Ibstock 

post office and sorting office, which also served surrounding villages.48 

Ibstock was connected to the national telephone network in 1911.49 BT Openreach offered 

fibre broadband from 2011.50 

Railways 
An Act of Parliament of 1830 authorised the Leicester and Swannington Railway Company to 

construct a railway between Leicester and Swannington, a distance of 16 miles, with branches to the 

collieries at Bagworth, Ibstock and Whitwick.51 The main line opened for freight and passengers 

between Leicester and Bagworth from 1832, and to Swannington in 1833.52 The Ibstock colliery line 

is discussed below.53 There was no connection to any main line until 1849, when a branch line was 

laid from the Leicester-Swannington line near Desford to the Midland Railway at Knighton, to 

connect to London.54 

The sections of the line north and south of Bagworth were originally linked by an incline. 

Wagons and carriages were detached from their locomotive and attached to a rope. The weight of 

the full wagons descending was sufficient to haul the empty wagons up the 1 in 29 gradient. They 

were then attached to another locomotive for their remaining journey. Passengers disembarked at 

the incline, where a footpath was provided.55  

                                                           
47 Soer, Royal Mail, 112. 
48 Ibstock Community Voice, Jan. 2017, 12. 
49 Leic. Daily Post, 20 Nov. 1911. 
50 https://www.ispreview.co.uk/story/2011/04/07/bt-reveals-156-new-uk-locations-for-its-next-gen-superfast-

broadband-services.html (accessed 25 Feb. 2019). 
51 11 Geo. IV, c.58 (Private act) (copy at ROLLR, DE 490/78); Leics. VCH III, 110–11. 
52 Leics. VCH III, 112–3. 
53 Below, 00. 
54 T.J. Chandler, ‘Communications and a coalfield: a study in the Leicestershire and South Derbyshire coalfield, 

Trans. and Papers of the Inst. of British Geographers, 23 (1957), 166, 170. 
55 Leics. VCH III, 111. 

https://www.ispreview.co.uk/story/2011/04/07/bt-reveals-156-new-uk-locations-for-its-next-gen-superfast-broadband-services.html
https://www.ispreview.co.uk/story/2011/04/07/bt-reveals-156-new-uk-locations-for-its-next-gen-superfast-broadband-services.html
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The line was purchased by Midland Railway Company in 1845 and extended to Burton-on-

Trent. New tracks were completed in 1848 to bypass the incline at Bagworth, where a replacement 

station was built.56 Four trains ran in each direction on weekdays, and two on Sundays.57 This was 

reduced to two trains daily in each direction by 1874.58 The station was renamed Bagworth and 

Ellistown in 1894. It closed in 1965.59 Although Bagworth was the easiest station to reach on this line 

by foot from Ibstock, Bardon Hill station, originally named Ashby Road, was closer by road. It closed 

in 1952.60 

The Midland and the London and North Western Railway companies opened the Ashby and 

Nuneaton Joint Railway in 1873, which passed through Market Bosworth. A branch line extended 

north-east from Shackerstone station to Coalville junction, with stations on this branch in Heather 

and Hugglescote.61 The name of Heather station was changed to Heather and Ibstock in 1894. 

Primarily a freight line, timetabled passenger services ceased in 1931. Goods trains and occasional 

excursions continued to stop at Heather and Ibstock until 1964. Through freight ended in 1971.62  

A mineral line from Nailstone colliery to the junction at Bagworth opened in 1862, and 

crossed the south-east of Ibstock parish at Battram Lane.63  

                                                           
56 Leics. VCH III, 119; C.E. Stretton, ‘Notes on the Leicester and Swannington Railway’ (lecture delivered at 

Leicester, 1891), 17. 
57 Leics. Indust. Hist. Soc., The Leicester to Swannington Update 2010: Compendium (Leicester, 2011), 347; 

Leics. Merc., 1 Aug. 1849. 
58 Leic. Chron., 6 Apr. 1874. 
59 R.V.J. Butt, The Directory of Railway Stations (Sparkford, 1995), 22. 
60 Butt, Directory of Railway Stations, 19, 27. 
61 D.L. Franks, The Ashby and Nuneaton Joint Railway together with the Charnwood Forest Railway (Sheffield, 

1975), 18–19, 21 and map. 
62 A. Moore, Leicestershire Stations: An Historical Perspective (Narborough, 1998), 126–33; Butt, Directory of 

Railway Stations, 129. 
63 Leic. Guardian, 15 Nov. 1862; OS map 6”, Leics. XXIII.SE (1881 edn). 
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Settlement 

Early and Roman Settlement 
Flint cores and many worked flints, including arrowheads, scraper tools and blades, have 

been found across the parish.64 A single Iron Age coin of the Corieltavi was found to the east of 

Overton Road.65  A few sherds of Iron Age pottery have also been found, mostly alongside Roman 

material.66  

Three pottery kilns from the Roman period producing sandy grey ware, with a tile kiln, a 

circular building and several Roman coins, including two from between 263 and 274 AD, were 

discovered close to where Melbourne Road crosses the assumed Roman road, in an area then in 

Ravenstone parish, but brought within Ibstock by modern boundary changes.67  The site contained a 

‘coherent and well-organised pattern of plot boundary ditches’ extending for at least one kilometre 

on either side of the ‘Via Devana’, and has been interpreted as a Roman town.68 A Roman villa, 1 km. 

to the south-east, was discovered in a modern garden on Pretoria Road, where finds included a large 

quantity of Roman pottery, many roof slates and clay tiles, Roman glass, fragments of painted wall-

plaster, animal bones and a coin (228 AD). This site appears to have been occupied from the mid-1st 

century to the early 4th century.69 

                                                           
64 Leics. and Rutl. HER, Ibstock, MLE 10583 (OS: SK 422103); MLE 10584 (OS: SK 422104); MLE 10585 

(OS: SK 422103); MLE 10588 (OS: SK 418104); MLE 10590 (OS: SK 423107); MLE 10591 (OS: SK 

417101); MLE 10595 (OS: SK 422100); MLE 16527 (OS: SK 416104); MLE 17774 (OS: SK 402108);  MLE 

18789 (OS: SK 414097); MLE 18790 (OS: SK 416092). 
65 Leics. and Rutl. HER, Ibstock, MLE 9190 (OS: SK 409094). 
66 Leics. and Rutl. HER, Ibstock, MLE 9256 (OS: SK 421107); MLE 10580 (OS: SK 418101); MLE 10586 

(OS: SK 421103); MLE 10594 (OS: SK 422100).  
67 P. Liddle, ‘Roman small towns in Leicestershire and Rutland’, in P. Bowman and P. Liddle (eds), 

Leicestershire Landscapes (Leicester, 2004), 68; J.N. Lucas, ‘A Romano-British settlement at Ravenstone’, 

Trans. LAHS, 56 (1981), 104–7. 
68 Northamptonshire Archaeology, ‘Archaeological Geophysical survey at Ravenstone Road, Ibstock, Report 

11/287’ (2011); Leics. and Rutl. HER, Ibstock, MLE 4561 (OS: SK 406114). 
69 Leics. and Rutl. HER, Ibstock, MLE 10190 (OS: SK 411105); Witan Archaeology, An archaeological 

excavation at Pretoria Road, Ibstock, 1st interim reports (2006), 2nd (2007), 3rd (2007), 4th (2007), 5th (2008). 
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Medieval and Later Settlement, to 1775 

Ibstock village 

The 21 people recorded in Ibstock in 1086 probably lived in a single nucleated village. There 

was a church by at least 1170, probably at the core of the village and on the same site as its 14th-

century successor, which is almost 2 km. south of the site of the excavated Roman sites. Unusually, 

the church stands in the lowest part of the modern built area, with its original entrance facing south, 

away from the village. Its site may have been selected for its proximity to the brook, 65 m. south of 

the churchyard, but far enough away to avoid boggy ground, with the village growing up on the 

higher ground to its north. 

The earliest plan of the village accompanies the inclosure award of 1775 (Map 3), and 

suggests two distinct phases of development. The first, to the north and north-east of the church, 

appears to have grown organically in a period when there was little pressure on land, and this may 

be the site of the earliest cluster of houses. The first houses may have extended as far as the ‘dog-

leg’ on High Street, which curves around a property owned in 1775 by John Clare.70 The location of 

the original manor house is not known but, purely from its situation and the size of its 18th-century 

plot, this site may be a contender.   

The population shrank between 1279 and 1377, and probably did not return to the level 

seen in 1279 for another 300 years.71 Many of the plots occupied in the 13th century would have 

become vacant and, over time, their houses would have collapsed. These plots would have been 

resettled from the 17th century.  

The plots on High Street, especially on the south side of the road, are long and narrow. Many 

are of a similar width, some curve slightly towards the brook on their south, and several plot 

                                                           
70 ROLLR, DE 8666 (inclosure map and award). 
71 Below, 00. 
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boundaries align with those on the opposite side of the road.72 They have the appearance of having 

been laid out over the ridges and furrows of former arable land. The southernmost of these may 

have been laid out in the late 13th or early 14th century. Further northward expansion along High 

Street may have taken place between 1550 and 1650, a period of significant population growth.73   

Few houses in Ibstock show evidence of being built before 1775. The southern end of High 

Street (which became a conservation area in 1992) was clearly a fashionable place to live in the late 

18th century, and many of the older houses in that area have been extended or refronted, and their 

plots enlarged through the absorption of neighbouring houses within their structure.74 The large 

house at 150 High Street (Figure 1), appears to have originated as a two-room cottage of uncertain 

date with rubble walls which was later extended, and the brick façade added in 1792.75 A two-storey 

‘Georgian’ house at 119 High Street (Glebe House) hides its origins as three older cottages.76 The 

rear of its neighbour at 121 High Street, ostensibly a three-storey Georgian ‘town house’, also 

suggests more humble origins.77  

                                                           
72 ROLLR, DE 8666. 
73 Below, 00. 
74 NorthWest Leicestershire District Council, ‘Ibstock Conservation Area Appraisal and Study’ (2001), 1; C.E. 

Cawte, ‘Parish Warden’s Report on Ibstock for 2000: Standing Archaeology’, 14–15 (MS, copy at ROLLR). 
75 Ibid., 14; The National Heritage List for England (http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/), List 

No. 1074372, 150 High Street, accessed 11 Apr. 2017. 
76 Cawte, ‘Parish warden’s report’, 26; The National Heritage List for England 

(http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/), List No. 1361246, 119 High Street, accessed 11 Apr. 2017. 
77 Cawte, ‘Parish warden’s report’, 25; The National Heritage List for England 

(http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/), List No. 1074373, 121 High Street, accessed 11 Apr. 2017. 

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
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Figure 1: Traces of an earlier gable end can be seen on the side of this much extended house at 150 
High Street 

 

 

 

Map 3: Plan of the village in 1775, from the Inclosure Map. The church is in the south, within the area 

labelled ‘Church Yard’. [image removed from web version for copyright reasons] 

 

A triangular piece of land east of the church, held by Thomas Paget in 1775 (map 3), contains 

the deteriorating remains of a stone chimney from a long-vanished house.78 Known locally as 

‘Archbishop’s Laud’s pantry’, or ‘Laud’s chimney’, the ruins stood 18 ft high in the early 20th century, 

but only c.2 ft remained in 2000.79 It lies beyond the boundary of the glebe, and is almost certainly 

not part of a former rectory.80 

                                                           
78 The National Heritage List for England (http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/), List No. 

1074375, Archbishop Laud’s Pantry, accessed 11 Apr. 2017. The map forming part of the listing pinpoints the 

location on the wrong side of a hedge. 
79 Cawte, ‘Parish Warden’s Report’, 22. 
80 ROLLR, 1D 41/2/340 (glebe terrier). 

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
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Overton 

An area to the south of the church was known as Overton in the 17th century. A surviving 

cartulary from Garendon abbey records two charters of the mid-12th century, before the manor was 

divided between co-heirs, giving land to the abbey that was in Ibstock and in the ‘other Ibstock’ (alia 

Ybestoca), with the latter said to be lying in the fields of Ibstock.81 This suggests it was an area 

beyond the village, but within the parish, sufficiently ‘different’ in some way to be identifiable, but 

not significant enough to warrant a name of its own.82 A second cartulary records a release to 

Garendon by Reginald Barrein at an unknown date of all claims to land in both Great Ibstock and in 

‘Little Ibstock now commonly called Otherton’. ‘Overton hill’ and ‘Overton way’ also appear in this 

cartulary, but again with no indication of date.83 Alia Ybestoca may have become Other tūn, which in 

turn became Overton, but this cannot be proved.84   

No surviving medieval record suggests anyone lived in Ibstock’s Overton. An Ibstock 

taxpayer bore the byname ‘de Overton’ in 1332, but this may refer to the land he farmed, or he may 

have come from Coleorton, five miles away, where the two manors were known in the 14th century 

as Overton Saucee and Overton Quartremars.85  

Many medieval documents survive detailing land transactions between lay people in Ibstock, 

but only one mentions ‘Otherton’ or ‘Overton’: an undated document, probably from the late 13th 

or early 14th century, granting 1 a. of land in ‘Otherton’ in Ibstock.86 The lack of any other lay grants 

suggests that nearly all the land in the area known as Overton during the medieval period may have 

been held by Garendon abbey.  

                                                           
81 Transcription of cartulary in Nichols, History, III, 823. 
82 Transcription of cartulary in Nichols, History, III, 823. 
83 Transcription of cartulary in Nichols, History, III, 835. 
84 Cox, Place-names, 142–3. 
85 TNA, E 179/133/2, rot. 8d.; Domesday, 637, 640; B. Cox, The Place-names of Leicestershire, VII 

(Nottingham, 2016), 77. 
86 HMC Hastings I, p. 41. 



 

15 

 

References to land in Overton become frequent from 1541,87 possibly because the monastic 

land was now in lay hands. No surviving medieval record assigns any name to Ibstock’s southern 

manor. The name ‘Overton Manor’ first appears in an indenture of 1654, and the name ‘Overton’ 

may then have been applied to all the land within that manor. 88 The place-name element ‘Over’ 

usually means ‘upper’ or ‘higher’.89 This would be appropriate for land in the north or the east of the 

parish, including the eastern part of the monastic land, but not for most of the land in the south. 

Some field names said to be in ‘Overton’ in 1754 can be identified in the 1838 tithe map, and are at a 

distance from the abbey’s grange, and on low-lying ground. These include Pildash Close and Kimbo, 

both to the west of Overton Road.90 A tithe book shows the rector collected tithes for ‘smoke and 

garden’ in 1670 from 26 houses on the ‘Upper Side’ and 26 houses on the ‘Lower or Overton Side’, 

with the latter paying ½d. more than the former.91 It appears that the ‘Overton side’ in this case may 

have meant those houses nearest to the land which was then known as ‘Overton’, perhaps including 

the large plots at the western end of High Street and near the rectory.  

The Hearth Tax of 1670 does not mention houses in Overton.92 The tithe map shows only 

four buildings between the two streams that cross Overton Road,93 two of which appear on the 

inclosure map, with the other two further to the south than this map extends.94 One of these, the 

White House (Swingler’s Cottage), has a rubble-built ground floor, and may have originated as a 

squatter’s cottage. There is no evidence that this property dates from 1480, as the plaque on the 

                                                           
87 Cox, Place-names, 143; G.F. Farnham, Medieval Village Notes, III (Leicester, 1933), 13. 
88 ROLLR, DE 365/39a, indenture 15 Jan. 1653/4. 
89 M. Gellling, Place-names in the Landscape (1984), 178. 
90 ROLLR, DE 365/21 (deed of partition), DE 464/2 (tithe book), Ti 155/1 (tithe award). 
91 ROLLR, DE 464/2 (tithe book). 
92 Leics. VCH III, 172. 
93 ROLLR, DE 8666. 
94 ROLLR, DE 8666; Ti/155/1. 
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building proclaims.95  The Inclosure Act mentions cottages on the waste, which were to become the 

freehold of Francis Dugdale Astley.96  

Settlement from 1775 

Ibstock village 

Local red brick became a fashionable building material in Ibstock in the late 18th century, 

and was ubiquitous from the 19th century. Some houses were rendered, but those residents who 

could afford it included decorative clay features such as ornamented bands, tiles and date tablets, 

which were manufactured and sold by the local brickworks.97  

The number of inhabited houses increased relatively slowly from 148 in 1801 to 201 in 1821 

and 256 in 1841.98 Twenty years of demographic stability followed, then over one hundred houses 

were added in each decade between 1861 and 1921.99 The predominant building types between 

1870 and 1970 have been pairs of semi-detached homes and short terraces of between three and 

five houses on small plots. Agreed building plans for 1896 to 1912 show many applications to 

construct shops, and small housing developments, mostly of two to five homes.100 This reflects the 

pattern of land-ownership in the parish. The collieries, which until the 1880s were largely investing 

any surplus cash in their businesses, provided few houses for their employees, who were mostly 

dependent on the private rental market. This appears to have been booming. There were 280 

people who owned houses in Ibstock in 1910, including 118 people who owned from two to five 

houses and 43 people or companies who owned six or more houses.101 Some of those owning two or 

more houses were miners, and their investment would have provided a secure income when 

                                                           
95 Cawte, ‘Parish warden’s report’, 23; The National Heritage List for England 

(http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/), List No. 1177329, The White House, accessed 1 Apr. 2017. 
96 Private Act, 14 Geo. III, c. 3. 
97 ROLLR, DE 4939/326 (catalogue, Ellistown brickworks). 
98 Census, 1801–1841. 
99 Census, 1861–1921. 
100 ROLLR, DE 3806, Building plans, Market Bosworth district. 
101 ROLLR, DE 2072/176. 

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
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physical fitness declined.102 There were also a few wealthy investors. Miss Sarah Hind, whose family 

fortune had been made in the Swithland slate industry, lived at 150 High Street in 1910 and owned 

another 38 houses in Ibstock, including the neighbouring terrace of five small houses (140 to 148 

High Street) and a house and shop (136 and 138 High Street) on the end of that terrace.103 The 

houses (Figure 2) had probably been built specifically for letting, and provided good-quality living 

accommodation for colliery workers and their families; they were all occupied by miners in 1910.104 

 

 

Figure 2: 142–148 High Street, part of a terrace built at the turn of the 20th century 

 

Before the 1880s, new houses were built fronting the existing roads. Signs of planning for 

future growth started to appear in c.1881, when Orchard Street and Copson Street were laid out to 

the east of High Street and Curzon Street.105 By 1901, more houses had been added to Chapel Street, 

                                                           
102 Ibid., 1911 census. 
103 ROLLR, Wills, 1773 C–Z; Wills, 1822 A–H; DE 2072/176 (Duties on Land Values register). 
104 ROLLR, DE 2072/176; 1911 census. 
105 OS Map 6”, Leics. XXIII.SE (1885 edn). 
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eastward expansion included 21 houses in School Fields (later named Grange Road), and to the 

north-east, 16 houses had been built in Meadow Row, 30 on Common Hill and 43 on Pegg’s Lane 

(later Pretoria Road), including some immediately behind the colliery. Land to the north-east of the 

junction of Melbourne Road and Ashby Road, which had been used as allotments, was also starting 

to be laid out for development on a plot by plot basis along what became Penistone Street.106 The 

first council houses were built in Central Avenue, East Walk and West Walk in 1921 (Map 4).107  

 

Map 4: Central Ibstock in 1927 [image removed from web version for copyright reasons] 

 

The colliery closed in 1929, and there was little further change within Ibstock until after the 

Second World War. Developments in the 1950s included semi-detached houses and bungalows off 

Penistone Street and on Fairfield Estate (off Orchard Street), Sunnyside estate off Station Road, and 

the attractive Redlands Estate off Leicester Road, built by the brick company for their employees.108 

Later 20th- and 21st-century development included housing estates to the south of Grange Road 

and extending west from Melbourne Road up to the parish boundary. There was very little 

commercial development, with most employment within the parish provided by the brickworks and 

Ellistown colliery. 

Ellistown colliery area and Battram 

Map 5: Ellistown colliery and Battram in 1927 [image removed from web version for copyright 

reasons] 

 

                                                           
106 1901 census; OS Map 25”, Leics. XXIII.11 (1903 edn). Map reproduced with the permission of the National 

Library of Scotland. 
107 ROLLR, DE 3640/166; OS Map 6”, Leics. XXIII.SE (1931 edn). 
108 OS Map 6”, SK 40 NW (1966 edn); OS Map 6”, SK 41 SW (1967 edn); M. Cassell, Dig it, Burn it, Sell it: 

The Story of Ibstock Johnsen, 1825-1990 (1990), 46; ex inf. Malcolm Meakin, employed at Ibstock brickworks 

from 1959. 
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Joseph Ellis built ten houses on Victoria Road in the east of the parish, opposite Ellistown 

colliery, between 1875 and 1879 for his colliery managers and foremen, and three terraces for 

miners along Ellistown Terrace Road.109 A Primitive Methodist church and a shop on Ellistown 

Terrace Road created a small community (Map 5).110 Most of these properties were demolished in 

the late 20th century, due to subsidence.111  

Battram House stood alone in Battram Road in 1882, south of Pickering Grange Farm and 

close to the parish boundary with Nailstone.112 In 1883, land in this vicinity was owned by William 

James FitzWilliam Hall, the owner of Nailstone colliery.113 By 1910, there were 58 houses along 

Battram Road, 30 of which were owned by Nailstone Colliery Company, including three terraces of 

eight houses.114 A Wesleyan Reform chapel was built in c.1903, and a primary school was built on 

Wood Road by the county council in 1907 (Map 5).115 Further houses had been added by the 1950s.  

The National Coal Board announced plans in 1975 to undermine Battram, and expected 

subsidence to affect 13 properties in the east of the village, the school and the sports ground.116 

Some of the impact was also felt further west, and the chapel, which had already closed, had to be 

demolished in the 1990s.117 The three colliery company terraces at the east end of the village still 

stood in 2019, and a small estate of houses had been added to the village near the bend in the lane.  

 

                                                           
109 ROLLR, DE 490/16, p. 5. 
110 OS Map 6”, Leics. XXIII.SE (1931 edn); below, 00; Map reproduced with the permission of the National 

Library of Scotland. 
111 OS Map 6”, SK 41 SW (1967 edn).  
112 OS Map, 25” Leics XXIII.16 (1883 edn).  
113 Electoral Register 1883, Hugglescote Polling District.  
114 ROLLR, DE 2072/176. 
115 OS Map 6”, Leics. XXIII.SE (1931 edn); ROLLR, DE 3806/1903/77; DE 3806/1907/307; below, 00; Map 

reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland.  
116 Ibstock Parish Magazine, Aug. 1979. 
117 Ex. Inf. Vera Harding, owner of the building when it was demolished. 
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Population 

Twenty-one people were enumerated in Ibstock in 1086, suggesting a population of almost 

one hundred.118 The village had more than doubled in size by 1279, when 50 families were recorded, 

excluding the households of the two manorial lords.119 Contraction following the Black Death is seen 

in 1377, when 86 people were enumerated for the poll tax, suggesting a total population of c.130.120 

There were 29 households in the village in 1563, which also implies a population of c.130.121 

No details were supplied to the 1603 return of the number of communicants, but there had been 

substantial population growth by 1670, when 67 houses were noted in the hearth tax.122 This 

suggests a population of about three hundred, as does the return to the religious (Compton) census 

of 1676, when there were 203 communicants in the village.123 Little had changed by the early 18th 

century. Rector John Laughton recorded between 60 and 70 families living in Ibstock between 1709 

and 1721.124 

The population of 763 people in 1801 increased by one-third to 1,058 by 1821. It reached 

1,107 in 1861, and then grew rapidly and continuously to 5,211 in 1921, a period which saw the 

expansion of Ibstock colliery and the sinking of new mines, including Ellistown. The growth ended 

when Ibstock colliery closed in 1929, and the population of 5,760 in 2001 was not markedly higher 

than the 5,365 residents in 1931.125 This had increased to 6,201 in 2011.126  

 

                                                           
118 Domesday, 649. 
119 Nichols, History, IV, 749–50, from William Burton’s notebook. This detail does not appear in the extant 

membranes of the Hundred Rolls. 
120 Fenwick, Poll Taxes, 586–7. 
121 A. Dyer & D.M. Palliser (eds), The Diocesan Population Returns for 1563 and 1603 (Oxford, 2005), 221. 
122 Ibid., 346, 384; VCH Leics. III, 172. 
123 A. Whiteman, The Compton Census of 1676: A Critical Edition (1986), 332 
124 J. Broad (ed.), Bishop Wake's Summary of Visitation Returns from the Diocese of Lincoln 1705-15 (Oxford, 

2012), II, 879; Lincs. Arch., Gibson 12, 758. 
125 VCH Leics III, 190; https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/asv2htm.aspx (accessed 4 Mar. 2019). 
126 https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/localarea?compare=E04005552 (accessed 4 Mar. 2019). 

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/asv2htm.aspx

