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LANDHOLDINGS 

The Pattern of Landownership 

There was one manor in Ibstock in 1086. This reduced in size through large gifts to Garendon 

abbey, and what remained was later divided between co-heirs in the 13th century. The two portions 

had been reunited in the hands of the Stafford family by the early 17th century.  William Stafford 

sold the combined manor in 1654 to Samuel Bracebridge and Thomas Clare, and a new partition was 

agreed. Documentary evidence of the title to the manor disappears from view in 1728, but several 

claimants appeared following the opening of Ibstock colliery, presumably in the hope of laying claim 

to mineral rights.  

Garendon abbey was granted a little over four-and-a-half carucates of land (c.500 a.) by 

Ibstock’s lords in 1145 and had a grange called Swynfen Grange on their land. It became known as 

Pickering Grange from the 16th century, taking its new name from the lay tenants when the abbey 

was dissolved. This estate was divided into two parts in the 16th century, and by the 17th century 

had been further subdivided to form five farms.  

The church was also an important landholder.1 The remainder of the land was divided 

between many individuals.  

                                                           
1 Below, 00. 
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Ibstock manor 

Overlordships 
Robert de Beaumont, count of Meulan, was overlord in 1086.2 The line of descent from the 

count can be deduced from the confirmations of Geoffrey de Clinton (junior) and William, 3rd earl of 

Warwick to a charter of 1145 from Robert de Burton to Garendon abbey. The vill had been held of 

Geoffrey for service of one knight, who then remitted one-third of that service, and the earl remitted 

the service of half a knight to both Clinton and Burton.3 This implies that Ibstock had been one of the 

many manors that Robert de Beaumont transferred to his brother Henry, earl of Warwick, in 1088,4 

and that Henry’s son Roger, 2nd earl of Warwick, was compelled to grant to Geoffrey de Clinton 

(senior) in c.1124. These manors were seized by Warwick after the deaths of Clinton and Henry I, but 

restored in c.1138 to the younger Geoffrey de Clinton, subject to services to the earl of Warwick as 

overlord,5  thus interposing the Clinton family between the earls and the mesne lords. The manor 

was listed in some later records as being held for service of 1½ knights’ fees, but elsewhere just one 

knight’s fee was recorded.6 

Clinton’s overlordship was acquired by the Hastings family by marriage or purchase before 

1279, when Henry de Hastings was Ibstock’s overlord,7 and the Hastings family also acquired the 

advowson of Ibstock church, previously exercised by the mesne lords.8 The overlordship and 

probably the advowson were held by John de Hastings at his death in 1313,9 and inherited by John’s 

son, John, who died in 1325.10 The overlordship became part of the dower of John’s widow, Juliana, 

                                                           
2 Domesday, 649. 
3 Transcription of cartulary (BL, Lansdowne MS 415) in Nichols, History, III, 805. 
4 ODNB, s.v., ‘Beaumont, Robert de, count of Meulan and first earl of Leicester (d. 1118)’ (accessed 16 May 

2017); ibid., ‘Beaumont, Henry de, first earl of Warwick (d. 1119)’ (accessed 16 May 2017). 
5 D. Crouch, ‘Geoffrey de Clinton and Roger, earl of Warwick: new men and magnates in the reign of Henry I’, 

Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research, 55 (1982), 119–22. 
6 Cal. Inq. p.m. V, pp. 236, 397; VI, p. 389; Nichols, History, I, cxv (transcript of Hundred Rolls, no longer 

extant). 
7 Nichols, History, I, cxv.  
8 Below, 00. 
9 Cal. Inq. p.m. V, p. 236. 
10 Cal. Inq. p.m. VI, pp. 389–90. 
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who outlived their son Laurence, earl of Pembroke.11 After Juliana’s death, the overlordship passed 

in turn to Laurence’s son John (d. 1375),12 then to John’s widow Anne in dower,13 then presumably 

to their son, also John, who was a minor without issue at his death in 1389.14 The overlordship and 

advowson then appear to have been divided. Reynold, Lord Grey of Ruthin, was named as overlord 

in 1427.15 He was the great-grandson of the John de Hastings who had died in 1313.16 The 

overlordship does not appear in later records. 

Ibstock manor before 1220 
The manor of Ibstock was held by Ingulf in 1086, one of the men of the count of Meulan.17 

He also held the manor of Bourton-on-Dunsmore (Warws.), and his family may have taken the name 

de Bourton.18 Robert de Burton was lord in 1145, when four-and-a-half carucates of land were given 

to Garendon abbey. Robert had a brother named Ingulf, suggesting they were direct descendants of 

the Ingulf who was lord in 1086. Robert’s descendants are identified in charters to Garendon abbey 

as his son Richard, and Richard’s sons William and Henry.19  Henry is believed to have had three 

daughters who inherited the manor as co-heirs: Ada, the wife of Robert de Garshale, Maud, who 

probably married Philip de Esseby, and Joan, who married Robert de Verdon. Maud’s son Thomas is 

believed to have died without issue, following which the manor was held by the Garshale and 

Verdon families as two separate portions or moieties.20 This appears to have occurred by 1220, 

when Robert de Garshale and Roland de Verdun jointly presented Thomas de Verdune as rector.21 

                                                           
11 Cal. Close 1323–7, 433–4. 
12 Cal. Pat. 1367–70, 21; Cal. Inq. p.m. XIV, p. 157. 
13 Cal. Close 1374–7, 190–1. 
14 Cal. Inq. p.m. XIV, p. 157; Complete Peerage, X, 396. 
15 Cal. Inq. p.m. XXIII, pp. 65–6. 
16 Complete Peerage, VI, 152. 
17 Domesday, 649. 
18 Domesday, 657. 
19 Transcriptions of cartularies in Nichols, History, III, 805–6, 823 (at BL) and 834–5 (cartulary in private 

hands). 
20 VCH Warws., VI, 39–40; Nichols, History, IV, 749–50; W. Dugdale, Antiquities of Warwickshire (1730 edn), 

289–91; G.F. Farnham, Leicestershire Medieval Pedigrees (Leicester, 1925), 39; R. Dace, ‘The Bourton family 

and their lords in the 12th-century Midlands’, Prosopon Newsletter, 13 (2003), 3. 
21 W.P.W. Phillimore (ed.), Rotuli Hugonis de Welles, Episcopi Lincolniensis, A.D. MCCIX-MCCXXXV, II 

(Lincoln Rec. Soc. 6, 1913), 280. 
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The land attached to each manor was probably laid out in separate field systems, one in the north of 

the parish and the other across the south.22  

The Garshale manor, 1220–1654 
Thomas de Garshale, the son of Bertram and probably the grandson of Robert and Ada, held 

a demesne containing four virgates of land in 1279; the 18 unfree peasants (servi) in his manor held 

15¾ virgates.23 Thomas (or possibly a son of the same name) was lord in 1313 and in 1325.24 Thomas 

died in c.1326, and was succeeded by his son Robert, who held the manor in 1331.25 Robert’s heir 

was his daughter Elizabeth, who married Sir Robert Burdet of Huncote.26  

Burdet died in 1349, leaving one messuage, one carucate of land (his total demesne) and 10 

marks of rent in Ibstock to his son, also named Robert.27 Robert (junior) died without issue. His heir 

was his brother John, who held the manor in 1376.28 John’s daughter and heir Elizabeth married Sir 

Humphrey Stafford of Grafton (Worcs.).29 The manor remained in the Stafford family until the 

attainder of Sir Humphrey Stafford, executed for treason in 1486. It was granted by Henry VII in 1488 

to his loyal and successful military leader, Sir Edward Poynings and his heirs, together with other 

manors and lands previously held by Stafford.30  

Poynings died in 1521, leaving no legitimate children.31 Stafford’s attainder had been 

reversed by Henry VIII in 1514, and Ibstock manor was restored to Stafford’s son, also Humphrey, 

who had been Poynings’ ward.32 It remained in the hands of the Stafford family until 1654, passing 

                                                           
22 Below, 00. 
23 Nichols, History, I, cxv; IV, 749; Farnham, Leicestershire Medieval Pedigrees, 39. 
24 Cal. Inq. p.m. V, p. 236; Cal. Inq. p.m. VI, pp. 389–90.  
25 VCH Warws., VI, 40; TNA, CP 25/1/125/56 no. 37, online at 

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/fines/abstracts/CP_25_1_125_56.shtml#37. 
26 VCH Warws., VI, 40; W. Dugdale, Antiquities of Warwickshire (1730 edn.), 289. 
27 Cal. Inq. p.m. IX, p. 308. 
28 Cal. Close 1374–7, 190–1; VCH Warws., VI, 40. 
29 VCH Warws., VI, 40. 
30 Cal. Pat. 1485–94, 250; S. Gunn, ‘Sir Edward Poynings: an Anglo-Burgundian hero’, Publications du Centre 

Européen d’Etudes Bourguignonnes, 41 (2001), 165. 
31 L&P Hen. VIII, 3 (2), p. 1580.  
32 L&P Hen. VIII, I (2), p. 1134; Rot. Parl., VI, 526; Cal. Pat. 1494–1509, 84; Hist. Parl. Commons, 1509–

1558, III, 146.  

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/fines/abstracts/CP_25_1_125_56.shtml#37
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through the hands of William Stafford, who died in 1606, and his son William, who died in 1637 

leaving three sons. The family purchased the other manor in Ibstock at an unknown date before 

1637, reuniting the two parts.33 The entire manor was held by William Stafford in 1654.34  

The Verdon manor, 1220–1654 
Joan, the co-heir of Henry de Burton, was probably married to Roland de Verdon, who was 

pardoned by Henry III for his rebellion against king John.35 Rose de Verdon held half a knight’s fee in 

Ibstock in 1235.36 Robert de Verdon was lord in 1279, when the manor contained 17½ virgates of 

land, comprising 3½ virgates in his demesne and 14 virgates held by 15 unfree peasants (servi). 

There were also 11 free tenants between the two manors who held 24 virgates.37 Robert remained 

lord in 1313 and 1325, but had probably died by 1327 when Emma de Verdon was assessed for tax. 

John de Verdon was lord in 1376.38 This manor and its lands were sold in 1380 by John de Verdon to 

Sir Robert de Swillington.39  

The manor was not mentioned in the inquisitions taken on the death of Sir Robert de 

Swillington in 1391, or on the death of his son and heir Roger in 1417, but it appears from later 

records that it had been settled on Sir Roger for life, then successively for the benefit of his widow 

Joan for life, their sons (in turn) and their heirs, their daughter Margaret Gra (née Swillington) and 

her heirs, Robert’s half-brother Thomas Hopton and Hopton’s male heirs, then other named 

beneficiaries.40  

                                                           
33 Nichols, History, IV, 750. 
34 ROLLR, DE 365/39a. 
35 Rott. Lit. Claus, I, 311. 
36 Book of Fees, I, 520. 
37 Nichols, History, I, cxv. 
38 Nichols, History, IV, 750; W.G.D. Fletcher, ‘The earliest Leicestershire lay subsidy’, Assoc. Archit. Soc. Rep. 

& Papers, 19 (1887–8), 280; Cal. Inq. p.m., V, p. 236; Cal. Inq. p.m., VI, pp. 389–90; Cal. Close 1374–7, 190–

1.  
39 Cal. Close 1377–81, 346–7, 352, 379, 498; Cal. Close 1381–5, 92; Cal. Close 1385–9, 264. 
40 Cal. Inq. p.m. XVII, pp. 54–5, 58; XX, p. 246; Cal. Pat. 1413–16, 55; C. Richmond, John Hopton: a 

Fifteenth-century Suffolk Gentleman (Cambridge, 1981), xviii–xix, 2-3. 
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Joan Swillington died in 1427, holding four messuages and four virgates in Ibstock in 

dower.41 Roger’s two sons had died without issue, so the manor passed to Margaret Gra. She died in 

1429, leaving no children. At her death, she held a life interest in four messuages and four virgates of 

land ‘by name of a moiety of the manor of Ibstoke’, with the first of several remainders to John 

Hopton, the son and heir of Thomas Hopton.42 John Hopton paid £1,000 in 1431 to Margaret’s 

distant cousin Elizabeth Sampson (née Swillington), the great grand-daughter of Sir Robert de 

Swillington’s older brother Adam, to remove subsequent interests in the manors and lands he had 

inherited.43 Margaret’s widower John Gra conceded any claim to the properties in 1435.44 Ibstock 

was a substantial distance from Hopton’s main estates in Yorkshire and Suffolk, and this gave him 

the clear title he needed to sell the manor and its lands. Nicholas Dixon, William Derby, John 

Tailboys the elder, John Fulnetby and William Stanlowe purchased the manor from Hopton in 1435 

for 300 marks.45 They were apparently acting as feoffees for Ralph Cromwell, who had inherited 

other entailed Leicestershire lands from Margaret Gra.46 Stanlowe was Cromwell’s lawyer and 

receiver general, and Dixon and Tailboys acted as feoffees for Cromwell in other land transactions.47 

A surviving but undated valuation of Cromwell’s estates includes rent of £4 7s. 9d. from lands and 

tenements in Ibstock, ‘lately of John Hopton’, the low income suggesting much of the land was 

generating little return, either because it was heathland or from want of tenants.48  

                                                           
41 Cal. Inq. p.m. XXIII, pp. 61, 65–6. 
42 Cal. Inq. p.m. XXIII, pp. 209, 215–7; Cal. Fine 1422–30, 317. 
43 Cal. Inq. p.m. XXIII, pp. 209, 215–7; TNA, CP 25/1/292/67 no. 113; Cal Close 1429–35, 120, 130; C. 

Richmond, John Hopton: a Fifteenth-century Suffolk Gentleman (Cambridge, 1981), xviii–xix, 21–22. 
44 Cal. Close 1429–35, 43. 
45 TNA, CP 25/1/292/68, number 179, online at 

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/fines/abstracts/CP_25_1_292_68.shtml#179.  
46 Cal. Inq. p.m. XXIII, p. 215. 
47 S.J. Payling, ‘Inheritance and local politics in the later Middle Ages: the case of Ralph, lord Cromwell, and 

the Heriz inheritance’, Nottingham Medieval Studies, 30 (1986), 76; S.J. Payling, ‘The “grete laboure and the 

long and troublous tyme”: the execution of the will of Ralph, lord Cromwell, and the foundation of Tattershall 

college’, in L. Clark (ed.), The Fifteenth Century, XIII, Exploring the Evidence: Commemoration, 

Administration and the Economy (Woodbridge, 2014), 10; R.L. Friedrichs, ‘The two last wills of Ralph lord 

Cromwell’, Nottingham Medieval Studies, XXXIV (1990), 93. 
48 C. Richmond, John Hopton: a Fifteenth-century Suffolk Gentleman (Cambridge, 1981), 25; TNA, SC 11/822, 

m.1. 

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/fines/abstracts/CP_25_1_292_68.shtml#179
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Cromwell died in 1456. His will directed that all his land and properties that were not 

entailed were to be sold, and the proceeds given by his executors to charitable causes of their 

choice.49 The manor disappears from view and was presumably sold: the longest-lived of Cromwell’s 

co-heirs, his niece Maud, had no holdings in Ibstock on her death in 1497.50 By 1637, this manor had 

been purchased by William Stafford, reuniting the two Ibstock manors.51  

Ibstock manor from 1654 
William Stafford sold the two manors, recorded for the first time by the names Ibstock and 

Overton, and their lands to Robert Abbott and John Morris of London in 1654 for £2,300.52 They in 

turn sold the manors to Samuel Bracebridge of Atherstone Hall (Warw.), John Savage of Wilnecote 

(Warw.), Thomas Clare of Ibstock and William Clare of Atherstone (Warw.), Savage and William Clare 

being trustees.53 Bracebridge and Thomas Clare immediately agreed a formal partition of the two 

manors between them, on a different basis to the earlier division. Bracebridge received eight 

yardlands of open-field land, 12 closes and 11 houses or cottages; Clare received the manor house, 

eight yardlands in the open fields, eight closes, 12 other houses and a smith’s shop with a forge. 

Other manorial assets, including the perquisites of the courts, were divided equally.54 

The Clare portion 
The Clare family had been in Ibstock since at least 1543.55 Thomas Clare owned a sizeable 

farm at his death in 1558, and total moveable assets worth £25 12s. 6d.56 When it became known 

that William Stafford was going to sell the manors, the Clare family may have been keen to seize the 

opportunity. Bracebridge appears to have had no links to Ibstock, and did not move to the village, 

but Thomas may have been introduced to him to help to fund the purchase.  

                                                           
49 Friedrichs, ‘Two last wills’, 108. 
50 Cal. Inq. p.m. Hen. VII, II, pp. 18–22, 34–35. 
51 Nichols, History, IV, 750. 
52 ROLLR, DE 365/39a, indenture 15 Jan. 1653/4. 
53 ROLLR, DE 365/21 (deed of partition). 
54 ROLLR, DE 365/21. 
55 TNA, E 179/134/323 pt 5, rot. 2. 
56 ROLLR, W & I file 1558 A-F/146–7. 



 

8 
 

On Thomas Clare’s death, his portion of the manor passed by survivorship to William Clare, 

who resigned his interest in 1670 in favour of Thomas’s eldest son, also Thomas.57 Under the terms 

of Thomas senior’s will, his eldest son Thomas was given the manor house, three yardlands and five 

closes of meadow and pasture, and his second son John received two yardlands and two closes.58 

Tracing the subsequent holders of his portion of the manor is difficult, due to gaps in documentary 

records and the size of the Clare family in Ibstock, many of whom shared a small number of Christian 

names. The family remained important landowners in the parish until the late 19th century. The 

inclosure award of 1775 allotted 101 a. to John Clare, and 88 a. to William Clare, who may have 

owned further land in the south of the parish.59 In 1799, William Clare owned 174 a., and smaller 

amounts of land were also owned by other family members.60  Henry Clare was listed as one of the 

chief landowners in the parish in 1863.61 No one named Clare owned any farmland in the parish in 

1910.62 

The Bracebridge portion 
The Bracebridge half-share of the manor is documented until 1728. It became detached 

from the majority of the lands in 1707, when Samuel Bracebridge (probably a descendant of the 

above-named Samuel) sold his share of the manor, with two yardlands and a close, to Richard Power 

for £740.63 Power immediately settled one yardland, the close and the share of the manor on his son 

Harrington and his heirs, in anticipation of Harrington’s marriage to Ann Hunt. After the deaths of 

John Power, the son of Harrington and Ann, in 1708 and of Ann in 1709, Harrington resettled the 

                                                           
57 ROLLR, DE 365/29. 
58 ROLLR, Leicester archdeaconry and Vicar General’s court, 1668/91. 
59 ROLLR, DE 8666; 109’30/94 (Clare plan). 
60 TNA, IR 24/18/9256; IR 23/44/138, redemption certificate for William Clare and land tax schedule for parish. 
61 W. White, Hist. Gaz. and Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (Sheffield, 1863), 677. 
62 ROLLR, DE 2072/176. 
63 ROLLR, DE 41/1/59 Indentures of lease and release of 21 and 22 Mar. 1706/7 cited in Abstract of title of 

George Salisbury to an estate at Ibstock, 1831.  
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same yardland and close in 1710 on his second wife Ann (née Bird) and their children, with the 

remainder to his own right heirs.64  

The share of the manor and its courts, with another yardland and four closes, were settled in 

1728 by Harrington Power on his only child and heir apparent Ann, before her marriage that year to 

William Heatley, then their descendants, then the heirs of William Heatley.65 Ann outlived William 

and they had no children. On Ann’s death in 1773 the land passed to the seven children of William 

Heatley’s sister, Elizabeth Harding, as tenants in common.66 The share of the manor is not 

documented.  

The Astley landholding 
Samuel Bracebridge’s remaining six yardlands passed through several generations of the 

Bracebridge family, all named Samuel. In 1722, Samuel Bracebridge settled 6½ yardlands and 12 

closes, comprising 160 a. of arable, 60 a. of meadow, 60 a. of pasture, 100 a. of heath, and common 

of pasture, on his son Samuel Bracebridge of Lindley, and his heirs.67 The latter Samuel died in 

1736.68 His son and heir, another Samuel, sold seven yardlands and seven closes in Ibstock to Sir 

John Astley of Patshull (Staffs.) in 1737.69 In his will of 1771, Sir John (then of Everley, Wilts.) left all 

his lands and houses in Ibstock, and the residue of his estate, to his cousin Francis Dugdale Astley 

and heirs. Sir John specifically mentioned his manors in Shropshire and Wiltshire and his 

Leicestershire manors of Nailstone and Odstone, but there is no indication that he owned Ibstock 

manor.70  

                                                           
64 ROLLR, DE 41/1/59 Indentures of lease and release of 24 and 25 Jun. 1707 and indentures of lease and 

release of 27 and 28 Jan. 1709/10, both cited in Abstract of title of George Salisbury to an estate at Ibstock, 

1831; ROLLR, DE 436/1 (parish registers for Hugglescote). 
65 ROLLR, DE 365/105b, Indenture quadripartite, 12 Dec. 1728.  
66 ROLLR, DE 41/1/59, abstract of title of Wm Thirlby and his mortgagees, 1831. 
67 ROLLR, DE 41/1/59, abstract of deeds and fine of 1722. 
68 TNA, PROB 11/675/233. 
69 ROLLR, DE 41/1/59, details of lease and release 1 and 2 Sep. 1737 within abstract of title to certain lands … 

at Ibstock, late the property of Francis Dugdale Astley. 
70 TNA, PROB 11/974/380. 
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Francis Dugdale Astley was allotted 141 a. in Ibstock’s inclosure award.71 In 1798, he owned 

150 a. in Ibstock, 1,245 a. in Nailstone and 520 a. in Odstone.72 The following year he settled these 

lands and the manors of Nailstone and Odstone on his eldest son, John Dugdale Astley. Again, there 

was no mention of Ibstock manor, although the recovery of that year, to bar the entail, lists the view 

of frankpledge in Ibstock.73  

In 1826, John Dugdale Astley offered for sale 184 a. of land and two houses in Ibstock.74 Land 

tax records show that part of his land was purchased by 1829 by ‘Brentnall, Dean and Dormer, 

Bradley and Ward, Copson and others’ (it is possible that ‘Copson and others’ may be the occupiers). 

The entry implies joint ownership rather than individual ownership of particular closes.75  

Later claimants to the manor 
Unusually, John Nichols did not identify the lord of the manor when he published his history 

of Ibstock in 1811, suggesting this information was not generally known.76 In 1831, Revd Curtis 

recorded that ‘Earl Howe claims to be Lord of the manor; but the manorial rights are claimed by the 

Freeholders, and also by Mr Brentnall, of Bagworth, who purchased the manor house and its land 

from Sir John Astley’.77 Ibstock colliery had recently opened, and the possibility of claiming mineral 

rights may have provided the motivation for the multiple claims; it is possible that Brentnall was 

acting for the freeholders in general as well as for his own interest.  

John Brentnall died in 1837.78 His claim to Ibstock manor was still recalled in 1846, but there 

is no evidence that anyone had stepped forward to take his place.79 Lord Howe (Richard William 

Penn Curzon) continued to claim ownership of the manor in 1853.80 This appears to have been 

                                                           
71 ROLLR, DE 8666. 
72 TNA, IR 26/16/7598. 
73 ROLLR, DE 41/1/216/2, Abstract of title to certain lands at Ibstock, late the property of Francis Dugdale 

Astley. 
74 Derby Merc., 25 Oct. 1826; Sales particulars with plan in private hands.  
75 ROLLR, QS 62/156. 
76 Nichols, History, IV, 749–55. 
77 J. Curtis, A Topographical History of the County of Leicester (Ashby de la Zouch, 1831), 80. 
78 ROLLR, Wills, administrations and inventories, 1837. 
79 W. White, Hist. Dir. and Gaz. of Leics. and Rutl. (Sheffield, 1846), 564. 
80 Complete Peerage (1910 edn), VI, 601–2; Leic. Chron., 17 Sept. 1853. 
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generally accepted by 1855.81 The basis of his assertion in 1831 is unclear. He was not listed as a 

landowner in the land tax, and the family’s estate records show no landholdings in Ibstock until 

1855, when Lord Howe purchased 38 a. from the trustees of the late Thomas Bradley, previously 

been owned by Francis Dugdale Astley.82 Lord Howe’s descendants continued to be accepted as 

lords of Ibstock into the 20th century.83  

Manor Houses 
For most of its history, Ibstock had no resident lords. A manor house was included in the 

half-share of the manor purchased by Thomas Clare in 1654, and he bequeathed it to his son 

Thomas.84 Its location is unknown, but the property on High Street owned in 1775 by John Clare 

occupies a suitable site (Map 3).85 The manor house cannot have been the large property at 150 High 

Street that was owned by William Clare in 1774, as the fabric suggests this was originally a two-

bedroomed cottage. Its modern name, Holmsdale Manor, dates only from the late 19th century.86  

A property on Melbourne Road identified on Ordnance Survey maps as a ‘Manor House’ was 

owned by Francis Dugdale Astley in 1774.87 Although Astley may have been socially influential within 

the parish, it is unlikely that this house had any connection to the manor.  

A property at the junction of High Street and Overton Road, possibly dating back to the 16th 

century, was known as ‘The Manor’ in 1903, but its name had been ‘Ibstock House’ in 1883.88 There 

is no evidence that it was considered to be a manor house before the 20th century.  

                                                           
81 Post Office Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1855), 52; W. White, Hist. Dir. and Gaz. of Leics. and Rutl. (Sheffield, 

1863), 677. 
82 ROLLR, QS 62/156; DE 3541, ff. 58v–59, 260–260v.  
83 Earl Howe is named as lord of the manor in Kelly’s Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1922), 107; ibid. (1928), 115; 

ibid (1932), 115. 
84 ROLLR, DE 365/21; ROLLR, Leicester archdeaconry and Vicar General’s court, 1668/91. 
85 ROLLR, DE 8666. 
86 C.E. Cawte, ‘Ibstock: Report of standing archaeology, 2000’, ff. 13v.–15; ROLLR, DE 462/29; DE 2072/176; 

The National Heritage List for England (http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/), List No. 1074372, 

150 High Street, accessed 11 Apr. 2017.  
87 OS Map 25”, Leics. XXIII.15 (1903); ROLLR, DE 8666. 
88 OS Map 25”, Leics. XXIII.15 (1883; 1903); The National Heritage List for England 

(http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/), List No. 1074371, The Manor House, High Street, accessed 

11 Apr. 2017.   

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
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Swynfen or Pickering Grange 
Robert de Burton gave three-and-a-half carucates of land in Ibstock to Garendon abbey in 

1145 in thanksgiving for a ransom of 30 marks (£20) paid by the abbot to release him from captivity 

and for receiving his brother Ingulf as a monk. Robert’s son Richard gave the abbey a further half a 

carucate in Ibstock and half a carucate in alia Ybestoca, to thank the abbot for paying six marks for 

his release.89 These lands augmented Garendon’s meagre landholdings, and it is possible that the 

abbot made the payments to release father and son against an expectation or understanding that 

the charters would be given.90 Reynold, son of Ingulf, gave 13 a. to Garendon abbey, and Reynold 

son of Reynold gave the abbey a further four acres. A grange was built on this land, 1.6 miles east of 

the village, and named Swynfen Grange.91 It was let to William White in the late 15th century, and 

let in 1530 for 50 years to Thomas, John and Margaret Pickering.92  

The abbey was dissolved in 1536.93 Its land and grange in Ibstock were granted in 1541 to 

Thomas Manners, 1st earl of Rutland.94 They were transferred to feoffees in 1542, presumably in 

connection with a settlement in favour of the earl’s son Henry, who held the land and grange in 

1543.95 In 1553, Edward VI granted the grange and its land to brothers Thomas and Humphrey 

Cockes, and the heirs of Thomas Cockes, and it was then settled on Thomas, his wife and their 

heirs.96  It is not clear why the grange had returned to the king’s hands, as Henry Manners was of full 

age and was not involved in any action against the crown until after Edward VI’s death.97 

                                                           
89 Transcription of cartulary in Nichols, History, III, 823. 
90 D. Postles, ‘Defensores Astabimus: Garendon abbey and its early benefactors’, in B. Thompson (ed.), 
Monasteries and Society in Medieval Britain (Stamford, 1999), 109. 
91 Nichols, History, III, 805–6, 823, 834–5 (transcriptions of two cartularies, BL, Lansdowne, MS 415, and one 

in private hands); VCH Leics. II, 5.  
92 ROLLR, DE 40/26 (Garendon rental); TNA, SC 6/HenVIII/1825, m. 20; Nichols, History, IV, 759; Valor 

Eccl., IV, 173.  
93 VCH Leics. II, 6. 
94 Letters and Papers Henry VIII, XVI, 325–6.  
95 TNA, E 326/8835; E 326/8836; A Collins, The Peerage of England, I (1791), 246; Cal. Pat. Edward VI, V, 

90. 
96 Cal. Pat. Edward VI, V, 90, 92; Cal. Pat. 1554–5, 4–5 
97 ODNB, s.v., Manners, Henry, second earl of Rutland (accessed 6 Sep. 2018). 
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Thomas Cockes was granted a licence in 1576 to alienate 100 a. known as ‘New Close’, which 

was part of ‘Swynstede grange al[ia]s Pickering grange’, to Gregory Cockes and John Cockes.98 This is 

the first time the name ‘Pickering Grange appears. The Pickering grange farmhouse and the 

remainder of the land remained in the hands of Thomas until his death in 1586, when his son George 

inherited.99 George let the ‘anncyent graunge house’ and all or part of the land to Robert Wight in 

c.1588.100 George died in 1598, and his son Thomas inherited.101  

Bartholomew Laxton claimed he paid £5,400 to Thomas Cockes in 1606 for the house and 

land, that Wight and his widow had allowed the building to fall down.102 This may be a complete 

fabrication. Laxton paid Thomas Coxe £100 in 1609 for a messuage and 310 a. of land in Ibstock,103 

but that land may have been elsewhere as Robert Cocks sold 590 a. in Ibstock to Nicholas Harman in 

1638 for £320, which sounds like the entire former monastic estate.104 Harman sold this to William 

Noel for £400 in 1649.105 By 1670, the Pickering Grange land had been divided into five farms, all 

referred to as ‘Pickering Grange’ in tithe records.106 This has given rise to some confusion. 

Pickering Grange farmhouse and a significant part of the land remained with the Noel family 

for 200 years. William Noel, grandson of the William who bought the land in 1649, died in c.1762 

leaving three daughters and co-heirs, Susanna Maria Hill, Frances, Countess of Harborough and 

Elizabeth Noel who afterwards married Stephen Sayre.107 Susanna’s son Noel became the 1st Baron 

Berwick of Attingham and Frances had a daughter who married George Morgan.108 Nichols 

acknowledged their ownership, but suggested that this might not be all the Pickering Grange land in 

                                                           
98 Cal. Pat. 1575–8, 162; TNA, C 66/1147, m. 18;  
99 G.F. Farnham, Medieval Village Notes, III (Leicester, 1933), 14, citing Inq. p.m. Thomas Cocks, 1587 (TNA, 

C 142/214/239). 
100 TNA, C 2/JasI/L3/4. 
101 G.F. Farnham, Medieval Village Notes, III (Leicester, 1933), 14, citing Inq. p.m. George Cocks, 1598 (TNA, 

C 142/255/133). 
102 TNA, C 2/JasI/L3/14. 
103 G.F. Farnham, Medieval Village Notes, III (Leicester, 1933), 15, citing Fine, 7 Jas I. 
104 Ibid., 16, citing Fine, Easter 14 Chas. I. 
105 Ibid., 17, citing Fine, 1649, octave of Purification. 
106 ROLLR, DE 464/2. 
107 TNA, PROB 11/882/371. 
108 Complete Peerage, II, 167; J.R. Alden, Stephen Sayre: American Revolutionary Adventurer (1983), 49. 
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1811, recording that Pickering Grange was owned by ‘lord Berwick, general Morgan, Mr Lakin of 

Ashby and perhaps other proprietors’.109 Ibstock’s tithe map and apportionment show that Lady 

Frances Morgan owned Pickering Grange farmhouse and 216 a. of surrounding land in 1838, when it 

was let to George Thirlby.110 Her descendants continued to own this land in 1876.111  

Pickering Grange farmhouse 
The change of name from Swinfen to Pickering Grange by 1576 may reflect the building of a 

large house on the site. The prominence of this property by 1610 is demonstrated by its inclusion 

within John Speed’s map of Leicestershire.112 

Pickering Grange was described in 1589 as a mansion with an adjoining close called The 

Mottes.113 This house and close appear to have been separated from the surrounding land by Sir 

John Noel in the 17th century, before becoming reunited in the hands of his descendant by the 19th 

century.114  

Ibstock grange 
The farm later known as Ibstock Grange may have been the ‘New Close’ of 100 a. that was 

transferred to Gregory and John Cockes in 1576.115 They received a licence in 1581 for this to be 

transferred to George Cockes.116 It was settled by George on his son Thomas and Thomas’s wife Joan 

in 1592.117 Ownership over the next 200 years is difficult to trace, partly because this farm seems to 

have had no fixed name.  

                                                           
109 Nichols, History, IV, 759. 
110 ROLLR, Ti/155/1. 
111 ROLLR, DE 4939/596. 
112 ROLLR, Ma/L/22. 
113 ROLLR, DE 44’28/516. 
114 Nichols, History, IV, 759, citing a rent roll of Sir John  Noel’s estate;ROLLR, DE 365/28 (indenture, 1669); 

Wills, 1706; DE 365/77 (indenture, 1749); QS 62/156 (land tax 1797, Padgett and Storer); Admons & Wills, 

1825 I–Z (Joseph Storer); Ti/155/1. 
115 Cal. Pat. 1575–8, 162; TNA, C 66/1147, m. 18. 
116 Cal. Pat. 1580–81, 53; TNA, C 66/1202, m. 35. 
117 Farnham, Medieval Village Notes, III, 14, citing Inq. p.m. George Cocks, 1598 (TNA, C 142/253/133 

catalogued as George Coke). 
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Nichols recorded in 1811 that ‘Swinfen Grange is now considered to be totally distinct from 

Pickering Grange’, that ‘Swinfen Grange’ was then owned by Benjamin Weston, and that it was once 

‘the property and residence of Henry Noel’.118 As shown above, Henry Noel almost certainly owned 

Pickering Grange. Benjamin Weston appears to have owned the farm which in 2019 was known as 

Ibstock Grange.119 This farm was also named Ibstock Grange in John Prior’s county map of 1777, but 

may have only recently acquired that name. Benjamin Weston ‘of Pickering Grange’ made his will in 

1777, in which he devised his farmhouse and lands ‘known as Pickering Grange’ in trust for his son, 

also Benjamin.120 Here ‘Pickering Grange’ would just seem to mean ‘part of the land once known as 

Pickering Grange’, as his burial entry, in 1777, and his memorial in Ibstock church, describe Benjamin 

as being ‘of Ibstock Grange’.121 Land tax records show land transferred from Benjamin to Samuel 

Weston in 1812,122 and the tithe map and apportionment show that in 1838 Samuel Weston owned 

the farmhouse which was known as Ibstock Grange in 2019, with 97 a. of adjoining land which he 

farmed himself.123  

Thomas Guy Frederick Paget was Ibstock’s largest landowner in 1910, when he owned 756 a. 

comprising the farms of Pickering Grange, Ibstock Grange and Ibstock Lodge (on Overton Road).124 

These were again separate properties in the early 21st century.  

 

 

 

                                                           
118 Nichols, History, IV, 759. 
119 ROLLR, DE 115/1 (Prior’s map); B. Cox, The Place-names of Leicestershire, VI (Nottingham, 2014), 143. 
120 TNA PROB 11/1042/178. 
121 ROLLR, DE 1717/3; Nichols, History, IV, 759. 
122 Nichols, History, IV, 759; ROLLR, QS 62/156. 
123 ROLLR, Ti 155/1. 
124 ROLLR, DE 2072/176. 


