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SOCIAL HISTORY 

 

Social Character 

Before 1500 
Society in Ibstock was less polarised than in many other villages. The lord of the manor, 

Ingulf, was not a great magnate, and the inhabitants fell equally between only two categories of 

tenant: there were 10 sokemen (free peasants) and 11 bordars (who owed services to their lord).1   

The division of the manor between co-heirs in the 13th century split what remained of the 

manorial land and wealth after the grants to Garendon abbey. Ibstock’s two lords, Robert de 

Garshale and Emma de Verdon, were each assessed for 3s. tax in 1327, only slightly more than the 

median assessment of 2s. 9d. Thirteen other people were listed, with assessments ranging from 9d. 

to 10s.2  

There was still a broad band of moderately wealthy people in 1332, when 12 people were 

assessed for tax (on a different basis). The two highest assessments, each of 10s., were for Robert de 

Garshale and William de Sutton. Behind them came Reginald Bertram and Thomas de Reygate, each 

assessed at 8s. The de Verdons were still lords, but their name does not appear. The lowest 

assessment of 12d. was attached to four people.3  

                                                           
1 Domesday, 649. 
2 W.G.D. Fletcher, ‘The earliest Leicestershire lay subsidy’, Assoc. Archit. Soc. Rep. & Papers, 19 (1887–8), 

280. 
3 TNA, E 179/133/2, rot. 8d.; M. Jurkowski, C.L. Smith and D. Crook, Lay Taxes in England and Wales, 1188–

1688 (Kew, 1998), 36–7. 
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No manorial lord was resident in 1379, when 23 couples and 34 single people were each 

assessed for tax at the standard rate of 4d. Three couples were of sufficient rank or estate to be 

liable for a higher sum, and may have provided an element of social leadership.4 Reginald Bertram, 

described as a petty franklin, paid 2s. Franklins were wealthy freeholders below the rank of knight 

who may have held c.150 a. of land.5 John Dalinger, also assessed at 2s., was described as a 

landholder (terr’ tenens), probably either a leaseholder or a tenant at will, perhaps with a similar 

amount of land as Bertram. Reginald Huet, assessed at 12d., was a leaseholder (ferm’), perhaps 

farming the demesne land of one of the manors.6 The Dalingers and Huets were probably two of the 

leading families in the village: Roger Huet and John ‘Dollyng’ (probably Dalinger) had been Ibstock’s 

tax collectors in 1377,7 and Roger Huet was the ’collector’ of rents for the manorial lords in 1384.8 

16th to 21st centuries 
The tax of 1523–4 was assessed on an individual basis, and it may be significant that the 

place of assessment was recorded for the first time as ‘Ibstoke and Swynfeld Grange’. Thirteen 

people were listed. By far the wealthiest resident taxpayer was Thomas Pykeryng, who was assessed 

for tax of 20s. (54 per cent of the total) on goods worth £20.9 Thomas, John and Margaret Pickering 

were granted a 50-year lease of the grange in 1530,10 which may have replaced an earlier lease, 

perhaps to Thomas alone. The next highest assessments were for £5.11  

The taxation of 1543 was headed by a broad band of 11 residents who were assessed on 

goods worth £5 or more. The highest of the 21 assessments were for Thomas Pikeryng, John 

                                                           
4 Fenwick, Poll Taxes, 586–7. 
5 R. H. Hilton, The English Peasantry in the Later Middle Ages (Oxford, 1975), 26. 
6 Fenwick, Poll Taxes, 586–7. 
7 Fenwick, Poll Taxes, 511. 
8 TNA, SC 6/908/17. 
9 TNA, E 179/134/323, part 2, m. 15. 
10 TNA, SC 6/HenVIII/1825, m. 20. 
11 TNA, E 179/134/323, part 2, m. 15. 
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Pikeryng and Cornishe Wattes, each with goods worth £10 and Robert Catewell and Thomas Clare, 

each with goods valued at £8.12  

The sale of the manor in 1654 by the non-resident William Stafford to Samuel Bracebridge 

and Thomas Clare, and its subsequent partition, may have changed social relationships, as Clare was 

already a resident and continued to live in the village.13 Clare and Bracebridge apparently regulated 

the manor with a light touch, as there are suggestions that manor courts were not being held in the 

later 17th century.14  

The social structure was still headed by a broad band of people in 1662, with no great gulf 

between them and the ordinary villagers. Thomas Clare was one of two people assessed on five 

hearths, seven people had four hearths, three had two hearths, and the remaining 27 taxpayers had 

basic homes with only one hearth.15 The inclosure of land in the earlier 17th century does not 

appear to have caused any significant outward migration, but it may have increased the number of 

poor. The Hearth Tax of 1670 listed 65 households, 23 of which were too poor to be taxed.16 At the 

same time, the description of Elias and Samuel Goadby as mercers, and the contents of the latter’s 

shop on his death in 1705, suggest Ibstock may have become a small commercial centre serving a 

cluster of neighbouring villages.17  

Partial inclosure in the 17th century, and the inclosure of the rest of the land in 1775, may 

have accelerated the development of cottage industry, especially framework-knitting. Ibstock’s 

rector, Spencer Madan, contributed to a county-wide fund to enable poorer families to buy frames.18 

Market conditions for framework-knitters worsened after 1815, and some may have had little choice 

but to work for Ibstock hosiers Joseph Newbold and Benjamin Thirlby. Hosiers owned the frames, 

                                                           
12 TNA, E 179/134/323 pt 8, m. 1d; E 179/134/323 pt 5, rot 2. 
13 Above, 00. 
14 Below, 00. 
15 TNA, E179/134/322 rot 2d. 
16 VCH Leics. III, 172. 
17 R.H. Evans, 'Nonconformity in Leicestershire in 1669', Trans LAHS (1949), 126–7; ROLLR, PR/I/112/150. 
18 W. Jackson, An Address to the Framework-Knitters of the Town and County of Leicester (Leicester, 1833). 
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delivered the yarn, collected the finished goods and paid the craftsman a net sum after deducting 

frame rent and material costs.19 The truck system, where workers were given credit to spend in the 

employer’s shop instead of cash wages, was part of the framework-knitter’s life in Ibstock until at 

least 1844.20 Newbold was a grocer, and Thirlby was a grocer, butcher and draper.21 Thirlby also 

served as overseer of the poor, and insisted that framework-knitters took work at any price before 

poor relief was granted.22  

The Paget family rose to social prominence from the 18th century. Thomas Pachet was living 

in Ibstock in 1469,23 a Thomas Pachett was taxed on goods worth £2 in 1523–4,24 and Alys Patchett 

was taxed on goods worth £5 in 1543.25 Thomas Patchett was one of just four residents who paid tax 

on the value of land in 1621,26 and took advantage of inclosure to purchase further land from 1633.27 

The family became noted religious dissenters. Thomas Pagett appears to have refused to have his 

son Thomas baptised in 1652,28 attended illegal religious meetings in the parish in 1669,29 and 

registered his house in 1672 for Presbyterian worship.30 This did not lessen their social standing. In 

1775, a later Thomas Paget (1732–1818) married Mary Clare (the other prominent Ibstock family in 

this period). He owned 465 a. in Ibstock, and had wide social contacts through his membership of 

Leicester Unitarian chapel, his association with noted stock-breeder Robert Bakewell and as a 

partner in a Leicester bank.31 He may have provided credit to a number of Ibstock’s farmers and 

business owners. His son, also Thomas (1778–1862), was a banker, MP for Leicestershire, mayor of 

                                                           
19 VCH Leics. III, 8–9. 
20 Royal Commission Framework Knitters, p. 543; VCH Leics. III, 10. 
21 Report of the Royal Commission on the Condition of the Framework Knitters, Appendix to Part I (Parl. Papers 

1845 [C 618], xv), pp. 543, 545–6; Pigot’s Dir. of Leics. (1841), 42–3; Census, 1841. 
22 Royal Commission Framework Knitters, pp. 545, 546. 
23 ROLLR, DE 365/1a. 
24 TNA, E 179/134/323, part 2, m. 15. 
25 TNA, E 179/134/323 pt 8, m. 1d; E 179/134/323 pt 5, rot 2. 
26 TNA, E 179/134/286, rot 6d.  
27 ROLLR, DE 365/11–41. 
28 ROLLR, DE 1717/2 
29 R.H. Evans, 'Nonconformity in Leicestershire in 1669', Trans LAHS, XXV, (1949), 105–6, 126–7. 
30 Cal. SP Dom., vol. XIII, May-Sept. 1672, p. 238 (recorded as Bagett) 
31 ROLLR, DE 17171/7 (PRs); 109’30/95 (Plan of Thomas Paget’s estate, 1775); Hist. Parl. Commons 1820–

32, VI, 213; M. Dawes and C.N. Ward-Perkins, Country Banks of England and Wales (2000), II, 323–4. 
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Leicester in 1836–7, and provided a plot of land for Ibstock’s British School, giving parents the choice 

of a non-denominational education for their children.32 The MP’s son, Thomas Tertius Paget, 

succeeded his father as senior partner in the bank, helped to finance Ibstock colliery when it came 

under sounder management in the 1870s, and gave land for Ibstock’s cemetery in the 1880s.33 

Thomas Guy Frederick Paget, the great-grandson of the Leicester mayor, was Ibstock’s largest 

landowner in 1910.34  

The rectors, by dint of their position, also played an influential role in village life. They 

established the first Sunday school and first weekday school. Several of them worked tirelessly to 

extend the village school when this was required, ensuring the Anglican Church remained the 

predominant influence on school life until 1906. This was remarkable given the extent of 

nonconformity in the village, but the existence of four chapels in the 19th century, Baptist, 

Wesleyan, Wesleyan Reform and Primitive Methodist, divided the nonconformist interest and 

absorbed funds when these buildings also needed to be extended. The chapels encouraged the 

remarkable number of clubs and societies which flourished in the village, providing an alternative to 

the public house. Many of these had no denominational barriers, and this helped to develop 

community cohesion.   

Some of the population growth was the result of inward migration, some from other local 

villages, and some from further afield. Ibstock’s first colliers came from mining communities in 

Staffordshire and Warwickshire.35 By 1851, 22 of the 55 residents whose occupation was recorded as 

‘coalminer’ had been born in Derbyshire, Warwickshire, Staffordshire, Nottinghamshire, 

Northamptonshire or Cumberland, mostly in coalmining villages.36 Similar family backgrounds 

bolstered the sense of community, as did membership of the miners’ union. Coal prices were volatile 

                                                           
32 Hist. Parl. Commons 1820–32, VI, 213; Dawes and Ward-Perkins, Country Banks, II, 326;  below, 00. 
33 Dawes and Ward-Perkins, Country Banks, II, 326; ROLLR, 1D 43/29/4 (agreement Paget/Whetstone, 1871); 

ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 11 Aug. 1881. 
34 ROLLR, DE 2072/176. 
35 TNA, MH 12/6566/1836, letter 16 Jan. 1836. 
36 TNA, HO 107/2083. 
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through seasonal demand, and also by increases in supply when new mines were opened. Falling 

prices placed pressure on wages, and in 1876 a newly reconstituted Leicestershire Miners’ 

Association decided to test its strength. Ibstock colliery was one of many to close when miners 

refused to accept weekly wages of less than 12s. during the summer sales lull. The strike continued 

for three months, with the owners giving way as winter approached and demand increased.37 It was 

the first of many such strikes and lock outs. As over 1,000 of Ibstock’s residents worked in collieries 

(in 1911), almost everyone suffered when the miners were out.38  

Committees were formed during strikes to alleviate hardship. The fullest records of their 

work are from 1893, when the industrial action continued for 14 weeks. Thomas Hextall, a resident 

and county councillor, was treasurer of the Ibstock Relief Committee organised that year, and 

obtained donations from the owners of the Ibstock, Ellistown, Heather and Nailstone collieries, who 

wished to ensure children did not suffer.39 Collections by Ibstock’s brass bands and in the churches 

and chapels raised a further £143.40 At its peak, the fund distributed 1,000 loaves and a variety of 

dried foodstuffs to families over a single week, and free breakfasts were provided for school 

children.41 The rector also formed a committee when it was announced in 1928 that Ibstock colliery 

would close, but found that 800 of the 1,000 miners affected lived elsewhere.42 The most divisive 

modern strike was in 1984–5, but the Leicestershire mines were nearly exhausted when that began, 

and only the so-called ‘Dirty Thirty’ from the Leicestershire coalfield (including just two men at 

Ellistown colliery) took part in the strike.43  

The closure of the Leicestershire mines between 1983 and 1991 affected the entire coalfield 

area. The impact, and later social and economic changes including the rise of internet shopping, 

                                                           
37 C. Griffin, The Leicestershire and South Derbyshire Miners, 1840–1914 (Coalville, 1981), 129; Leic. 

Chronicle, 5 Aug. 1876; 2 Sep. 1876; 21 Oct. 1876; 28 Oct. 1876. 
38 Data from Integrated Census Microdata Project, https://icem.data-archive.ac.uk/ (accessed 4 Mar. 2019). 
39 Leic. Chron., 23 Sep. 1893. 
40 Leic. Chronicle, 18 Nov. 1893. 
41 Leic. Chron., 16 Sep. 1893; 23 Sep. 1893; School Log Book, 1890–1910, pp. 64, 66 (at St Denys school). 
42 Ibstock Parish Magazine, November 1928. 
43 D. Bell, Memories of the Leicestershire Coalfields (Newbury, 2007), 102–9. 

https://icem.data-archive.ac.uk/
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have reduced Ibstock’s High Street to a shadow of its former existence. Ibstock Community 

Enterprise was set up as a not-for-profit company in 1996 to stimulate the local economy. The 

former National School on High Street and the former Palace cinema were renovated and re-

opened, the former as units for small businesses, and the latter as a community centre hosting many 

events each month. Volunteer involvement also enabled the Post Office and library to remain open 

in 2019.  

Communal Life 

Friendly Societies 
Only one (unnamed) society was officially recorded in Ibstock in 1803 and 1813, with 134 

members at the latter date,44 but a sermon was preached to the two friendly societies of the parish 

in 1811, on what was clearly an annual occasion.45 The Framework Knitters’ Friendly Society was 

established in 1820,46 and Ibstock’s overseers contributed subscriptions of £35 10s. between 1820 

and 1822.47 Male workers contributed 6d. weekly and received  6s. weekly when unemployed, with 

half the subscription and benefits applying to women and youths.48  

By the 1870s, the two main societies in the village were affiliated to the major orders. The 

Earl Howe Lodge (Manchester Unity) celebrated its centenary in 1939.49 The Hope and Persevere 

Lodge (Nottinghamshire Independent Order of Oddfellows) was established in 1869, and continued 

beyond the First World War.50 The Lily of the Valley society for women was registered in 1882, but 

                                                           
44 Returns on the Expense and Maintenance of the Poor (Parl. Papers 1803–4 (175), xiii), 262–3; Returns 

relative to the Expense and Maintenance of the Poor (Parl. Papers 1818 (82) xix), pp. 230–31. 
45 S. Madan, A Sermon preached to the two Friendly Societies assembled in the Parish Church of Ibstock on 

Whit-Monday, June 3, 1811 (Birmingham, 1812). 
46 W. Felkin, History of the Machine-Wrought Hosiery and Lace Manufactures (1867; Newton Abbot, 1967), 

443. 
47 DE 390/7 (Overseers’ accounts). 
48 Felkin, History, 443. 
49 Leic. Mercury, 26 Jun. 1939. 
50 Leic. Jnl, 10 Jun. 1870; Leic. Daily Post, 25 Nov. 1919. 
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dissolved in 1909.51 Another friendly society for women met in the Baptist Sunday school rooms, but 

was dissolved in 1888.52  

Social activities of the Churches and Chapels 
St Denys’s parish church offered weekly Bible classes, choir practices, mothers’ meetings, a 

fortnightly clothing club and a monthly communicants’ meeting in 1886.53 It provided a separate 

afternoon children’s activity on the day of the annual friendly societies’ parade and sermon, 

sometimes with games and swings in a farmer’s field.54 A branch of the Church of England Men’s 

Society was formed in 1908, and two weekday evening ‘recreation clubs’ began for those who 

attended Sunday school.55 The Church Lad’s Brigade, formed in 1909, offered an ambulance squad, a 

signallers’ squad and a bugle band, and a cadet branch was formed in 1912 for younger boys.56 

Groups provided by the nonconformist churches are less well documented, but the Wesleyan 

Reform chapel had a sewing club in 1888.57 Sports teams and bands were also formed.  

In the 1970s, every church and chapel had social groups attached to it. St Denys’s church had 

a Mother’s Union, a Ladies’ Fellowship and a Men’s Fellowship group. The Baptist Church had a 

Men’s Club, a Ladies’ Bright Hour, a Christian Fellowship Club, a table tennis club and choir practices. 

The Methodist church had a Men’s Fellowship group and a Women’s Bright Hour. Ibstock Wesleyan 

Reform church had a Ladies’ Meeting and clubs for boys and girls.58  

In 2019, the Baptists have a ladies’ group which meets weekly, a monthly men’s breakfast, a 

music group which supports worship and regular Saturday coffee mornings, and the Wesleyan 

Reform church has a monthly coffee morning.59 The Methodist church has a parent and toddler 

                                                           
51 Staffs. R.O., D 15/9/9; London Gaz., 23 Feb. 1909, 1479. 
52 London Gaz., 31 Jul. 1888, 4133. 
53 Northants. R.O., X922, Ibstock Incumbents. 
54 Ibstock Parish Magazine, Aug. 1899; ibid., Aug 1905. 
55 Ibstock Parish Magazine, Nov. 1908, Dec. 1908. 
56 Ibstock Parish Magazine, Aug. 1909, Sep. 1909, Nov. 1912. 
57 Leic. Chron., 29 Dec. 1888. 
58 Ibstock Parish Council, Ibstock, Leicestershire: Official Guide (Carshalton, undated, probably 1970s), 9–10. 
59 Notices outside these churches, extant March 2019. 
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group and a monthly indoor cake stall and ‘time of fellowship’.60 St Denys’s church also has a parent 

and toddler group and a Saturday morning indoor market stall, and has a monthly ‘chat and craft’ 

afternoon.61  

Reading Room, Libraries and Village Societies  
A reading room with 700 volumes was open four times weekly in 1885.62 Its original location 

is not recorded, but it moved to a room next to the National School in 1886.63 Parishioners could 

borrow books for one month.64 In 1895 the parish council arranged a poll to decide whether the 

parish should adopt the Public Libraries Act. Although the majority of those who voted were in 

favour of a free public library, a parish meeting refused a motion that would provide £36 for this 

purpose.65 A library had opened by 1912.66 

In the later 20th century the county library service had a branch in Ibstock Community 

College, which closed in 2016. A group of volunteers opened a new community library, initially in 

Ibstock Business Centre, which moved to Ibstock Junior School in 2019.67  

Many different societies have met in the village. A Hampden club (a political organisation 

campaigning for parliamentary reform) was formed at Ibstock in 1817, which met in the Baptist 

chapel.68 Ibstock and District Floral Society was formed in 1880.69 The Ibstock in Bloom team 

achieved silver awards in the East Midlands division for their floral displays around the village in four 

consecutive years, 2009 to 2012.70 A debating society was formed 1904, and continued until the 

                                                           
60 http://www.nfemc.org.uk/churches/ibstock (accessed 25 May 2019).  
61 https://ibstockstdenys.weebly.com/regular-events.html (accessed 25 May 2019). 
62 Ibstock parish magazines, 1885  
63 Ibstock parish magazines, 1886. 
64 Northants. R.O., X922, Ibstock Incumbents, 1886. 
65 Leic. Chron., 23 Nov. 1895, 21 Dec. 1895. 
66 Kelly’s Dir. of Leic. and Rutl. (1912), 108. 
67 Ibstock Community Voice, May 2016, 13; https://ibstocklibrary.weebly.com/about-us.html (accessed 9 Apr. 

2019). 
68 Leic. Chron., 15 Feb. 1817.  
69 Leic. Jnl, 13 Aug 1880. 
70 Plaques on Ibstock Business Centre, extant 2019. 

http://www.nfemc.org.uk/churches/ibstock
https://ibstockstdenys.weebly.com/regular-events.html
https://ibstocklibrary.weebly.com/about-us.html
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start of the Second World War.71 A Homing Pigeon Society formed in 1907 and raced 1,500 birds in 

1939.72 Guides, Brownies and Scouts were formed in 1930.73 By the 1970s there were also cubs and 

venture scouts.74 The National Union of Townswomen’s Guilds received a grant from the Ministry of 

Education to develop the movement after the Second World War,75 and a Townswomen’s Guild was 

started in Ibstock in 1948, which continued to meet in 2018.76 Ibstock Historical Society was formed 

in 1982, and continued to meet regularly in the Palace in 2019.77 

Bands and Music Groups 
St Denys’s brass band and the Excelsior brass band, the latter started by Sam Vickers, 

choirmaster at the Primitive Methodist chapel, both played carols in the streets in December 1888.78 

Ibstock Town Band, under bandmaster J. Cooper, had formed by 1899.79 Ibstock United Band was 

formed by George Underwood and his son James in 1898. They engaged a professional music 

director in 1912, and won many medals and cups in the 1920s and 1930s. A grant from the Coal 

Industries Social Welfare Organisation enabled the band to replace their instruments in 1956, when 

they changed their name to Desford Colliery Band.80 They won the national championships four 

times in the 1980s and 1990s, but the connection with Ibstock was severed.81  

The village had its own dance band in about the 1920s, the Broadway Syncopators.82 Mr 

Cramp’s band and Ibstock String Orchestra both gave concerts in aid of village causes in the 1930s 

and 1940s.83 The Red Garries Carnival Band wore distinctive red gingham outfits, and played drums, 

                                                           
71 L.S. Eggington, Ibstock: A Story of her People (Ibstock, 1984), 19; Armson, Ibstock, 14; Memories of S. 

Wallace, in J. Carswell (ed), Ibstock Lives (Coalville, c.1991), 27. 
72 Leic. Chron., 11 Jan. 1908; Leic. Daily Mercury, 2 Oct. 1939. Coalville Times, 13 Aug. 1926.  
73 Ibstock Parish Magazine, May 1930, Aug. 1930, Nov. 1930. 
74 Ibstock Parish Council, Ibstock, 10, 11, 15. 
75 www.the-tg.com/history.aspx (accessed 27 Nov. 2018). 
76 Ibstock Parish Magazine, Jan. 1948. 
77 Ibstock Historical Society Yearbook (Ibstock, 1987), 1.  
78 Leic. Chron., 29 Dec. 1888; Eggington, Ibstock, 3. 
79 Leic. Chron., 27 May 1899; 17 Jun. 1899; 8 Sep. 1900; Eggington, Ibstock, 3. 
80 Eggington, Ibstock, 1–3; D. Bell, Memories of the Leicestershire Coalfields (Newbury, 2007), 72. 
81 Desford Colliery Band, http://www.desfordcollieryband.co.uk/history.htm (accessed 14 Aug. 2018). 
82 Memories of S. Wallace, in Carswell (ed), Ibstock Lives, 27. 
83 Armson, Ibstock, 13. 

http://www.the-tg.com/history.aspx
http://www.desfordcollieryband.co.uk/history.htm
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piano accordions and bazookas, marched in parades and gave displays from the 1930s to the 

1950s.84  

Cinema and Travelling Entertainment 
From at least 1890, and probably much earlier, schoolchildren were given a holiday in 

October to attend the annual Wakes.85 By then it was a large funfair, but it probably originated as a 

hiring fair for servants. Its location may have changed: people remember it being held in a field 

opposite the Crown, at the junction between High Street and Melbourne Road, while others 

remember it behind the Ram, at the other end of the High Street.86  

Travelling entertainers visited occasionally, including a ‘Wild Beast Show’ in 1890, 

Wombwell’s Menagerie in 1892 and circuses in 1896 and 1911.87  The ‘renowned mesmerist and 

illusionist’ Dr Lynn visited in 1882.88 Billy Holloway’s portable ‘Empire Theatre’ visited in the late 

19th and early 20th century, and staged variety performances in the yard by the Ram.89  

 

Figure 6: Ibstock’s former cinema, The Palace, in 2018 

                                                           
84 Memories of F. Gregory, in Carswell (ed), Ibstock Lives, 38. 
85 School Log Book, 1890–1910, pp. 12, 21, 90; II, 213 (at St Denys school). 
86 Memories of F. Bradley and D. Middleton, in Carswell (ed), Ibstock Lives, 18, 32. 
87 School Log Book, 1890–1910, pp. 12, 39, 139; II, 48, 50 (at St Denys school). 
88 Leic. Chron., 25 Nov. 1882. 
89 Stage, 15 Jan. 1903, 24; Armson, Ibstock, 16; Eggington, Ibstock, 8. 
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The Palace cinema was built on land adjacent to the Ram and opened in 1912. There were 

650 seats, and filmgoers could choose between plush upholstered ones in the balcony at 9d. and tip-

up tiered seating downstairs for 4d.90 This was a period in which cinema was booming, with around 

3,500 cinemas opening around the country between 1910 and 1914.91 The number of seats had 

reduced to 450 by 1955.92 Cinema audiences reduced in the 1960s as television ownership 

increased, and weekly bingo evenings were introduced in c.1963.93 The last film was shown in 

1970;94 bingo continued until 1986, when the building closed. It was purchased by the parish council 

in 1995,95 and let to the newly-formed Palace Arts Centre Ltd in 2000.96 After renovation, the 

building reopened in 2006 as a community venue (Figure 6).97 It was used several times each week in 

2019 for a range of activities, including film nights, bingo, concerts, exhibitions, indoor skittles, 

fitness classes, coffee mornings and indoor markets.98  

Inns and Clubs 
Four inns were recorded in 1827: the Crown, Golden Lion, Ram and Swan.99 Four public 

houses were also listed in 1863: the Boot, Crown, Ram and Royal Oak.100 As the village expanded, 

three more opened: the Waggon & Horses by 1876,101 and the Hastings Arms and the Whimsey by 

the 1890s.102 The Ram, Royal Oak and Hastings Arms had sports fields behind them. The impact of 

nonconformity appears evident when comparing Ibstock’s ratio of one public house to every 467 

people in 1881, against one to 411 in Syston, one to 289 in Barrow-upon-Soar and one to 281 in Earl 

                                                           
90 Coalville Times, 3 Jan. 1913; ROLLR, DE 3608/1912/604 (building plans). 
91 R. Gray, Cinemas in Britain: One Hundred Years of Cinema Architecture (1996), 18, 22–3.  
92 Kinematograph yearbook (1955): information from C. Polden, archivist, Cinema Theatre Association 

Archive, London. 
93 J. and B. Vaughan, Presenting the Palace Past: Patrons’ Reminiscences of Ibstock Palace Cinema (Ibstock, 

2001), 34, 45. 
94 Ibid., 42. 
95 Ibid., 20-21. 
96 Ibid., 21. 
97 ‘The Palace Community Centre, Ibstock: the story so far’, http://www.thepalaceibstock.co.uk/storysofar.html 

(accessed 21 Nov. 2018). 
98 The Palace Community Centre, Forthcoming Events (flyer), Apr. 2019. 
99 ROLLR, QS 36/2/10. 
100 W. White, Hist. Dir. and Gaz. of Leics. and Rutl. (Sheffield, 1863), 678. 
101 Post Office Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1876), 372–3. 
102 Kelly’s Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1895), 94; Leic. Chron., 4 Dec. 1897. 

http://www.thepalaceibstock.co.uk/storysofar.html
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Shilton, all places with similar population levels.103 The Boot (Gladstone Street), Ram (High Street), 

Wagon & Horses (Curzon Street) and Whimsey (High Street) continued to trade in 2019. 

The former Wesleyan Reform Chapel on Reform Road became a Liberal Club and Institute in 

1912, offering a billiards room and a galleried hall for meetings and reading.104 It later became a 

TocH club before conversion to a factory. Ibstock Working Men’s Club and Institute was built on 

Central Avenue in 1919, and is said to have cost £5,000.105 Renamed Ibstock Central in 2016, it 

offered darts and pool, a large function room and a children’s indoor play area.106  The Royal British 

Legion opened a club house on High Street in 1956, which closed in 1984.107 The miners’ welfare 

pavilion initially served no alcohol,108 but a more relaxed attitude was taken from the later 20th 

century, and in 2019 it had a licensed bar and games room.  

Sports and Recreation 

Team sports 
Ibstock Albion played in the Leicestershire Football Association in 1895.109 Ibstock United 

had formed by 1902.110 Other teams over the years included Ibstock Ivanhoe, Ibstock Villa, Ibstock 

Swifts, Ibstock St Denys, Ibstock Primitive, Ibstock Baptist, Ibstock Colliery and Ibstock Brickworks. 

Ibstock Penistone Rovers was formed in the 1920s.111 The club became founder members of the 

Central Midlands League in 1983, but folded in 1986.112 

                                                           
103 Leics. VCH III, 180–203; Kelly’s Dir. of Leic. And Rutl. (1881), 486, 515–6, 537, 718. 
104 Leic. Daily Post, 30 Sept. 1912. 
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106 Ibstock Community Voice, Feb. 2016, 15. 
107 Coalville Times, 26 Oct. 1984. 
108 ROLLR, DE 1177/31, min. 804. 
109 Leic. Chron., 7 Sep. 1895; Leic. Chron., 24 Oct. 1896; Loughborough Echo, 16 Jan. 1914; ‘Leicestershire 

Senior League 1894–1950’ at www.nonleaguematters.co.uk/nlmnet/Regs_2_M/Leicy1894.html (accessed 23 

Oct. 2018). 
110 Leic. Chron., 13 Sep. 1902. 
111 S.W. Wallace, Sports Societies in Ibstock during the Present Century (Ibstock, 1983), 5–6; Carswell (ed), 

Ibstock Lives, 90; ‘Leicestershire Senior League 1894–1950’ at 

www.nonleaguematters.co.uk/nlmnet/Regs_2_M/Leicy1894.html (accessed 23 Oct. 2018); ‘Football Club 

History Database’, http://www.fchd.info (accessed 26 Nov. 2018).. 
112 ‘Football Club History Database’, http://www.fchd.info (accessed 26 Nov. 2018); ‘Leicestershire Senior 

League 1894–1950’ at www.nonleaguematters.co.uk/nlmnet/Regs_2_M/Leicy1894.html (accessed 23 Oct. 

2018); Carswell (ed), Ibstock Lives, 90. 
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Ibstock Welfare FC played in the Leicestershire Senior League from 1986.113 They merged in 

2005 with Ibstock Youth, which had formed in 1979, and the combined club adopted the earlier 

Ibstock United name.114 Their senior team merged with Ellistown FC in 2013 to form Ellistown and 

Ibstock United. They played at Terrace Road, Ellistown in 2019.115 Ibstock United’s Junior and Youth 

Clubs remained separate, and had 26 teams in 2018, for players from five years upwards, playing on 

a ground in Ashby Road.116 Sunday league team Sporting Dynamo formed in 1998 and played in 2019 

at the Welfare grounds.117 

The various churches and employers also established cricket teams. Ibstock Colliery Cricket 

Club was formed in 1885.118 Other clubs recorded include Ibstock Baptist, Ibstock Free Church, 

Ibstock Primitive, Ibstock Wesleyan Reform, Ibstock Ivanhoe, Ibstock Brickworks and Ibstock 

Liberals.119 Ibstock Town CC were champions of the Coalville and District League in 1909. The team 

moved to Melbourne Road in 1953, and bought the land in 1964.120 In 2018 they had senior, ladies 

and five junior teams.121  

A mixed hockey club was formed shortly after the First World War, which played matches on 

a field along Overton Road. Another was formed in the late 1920s, which continued until the Second 

World War.122 

                                                           
113 ‘Football Club History Database’, http://www.fchd.info (accessed 26 Nov. 2018). 
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115 Ibid; http://eastmidlandscountiesleague.pitchero.com/archive2670-club-info/119649 (accessed 26 Nov. 

2018); Ibstock Community Voice, Aug. 2016, 4.. 
116 http://www.ibstockunited.co.uk/teams/ (accessed 26 Nov. 2018). 
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119 Wallace, Sports Societies, 8. 
120 Ibid., 7-8; http://www.ibstocktowncc.co.uk/history/default.aspx (accessed 26 Nov. 2018). 
121 Ibid. 
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Ibstock Town Welfare Bowls Club was formed in 1929 and played on the green created that 

year at the Welfare site. Renamed Ibstock Bowling Club, it continued to play matches in 2019.123 

Battram Bowls Club was founded in 1925, and also continued to play in 2019.124 

Other sports 
A tennis club was formed in Ibstock before the First World War, which played on a grass 

court on land belonging to Grange Farm. It restarted between the wars on a field along Hinckley 

Road, where three grass courts were laid out. Three hard courts on the Welfare grounds proved very 

popular from 1929, and a 4th court was later added. Mr & Mrs Ford had two hard courts behind the 

Post Office in the 1930s.125  

Tennis and badminton courts at Ibstock Community College opened in 1964 and were 

available to the public. A badminton club was formed.126 An indoor swimming pool opened in the 

college in 1974, partially funded by a grant of £20,000 from the county council.127  

Ted Black started a boxing club in the 1920s in a building in the Whimsey yard.128 There was 

also a boxing ring in the Central Sports Club, which started in the premises of Central Garage.129  

The Welfare grounds 
The most significant sports facilities in the village were provided as a result of the Mining 

Industry Act of 1920. This required colliery owners to set aside 1d. for every ton of output over the 

following five years, to create a fund which was to be spent on recreation facilities, better living 

conditions and mining education for coalminers.130 The Leicestershire District Miners’ Welfare 

Committee was formed in 1921 to consider local applications for grants from the fund, which had to 

                                                           
123 Ibid., 4; https://www.ibstockbowlsclub.co.uk/about-us (accessed 26 Nov. 2018); Ibstock Community Voice, 

Oct. 2016, 14. 
124 Ibstock Community Voice, Aug. 2016, 4; below, 00. 
125 Wallace, Sports Societies, 1 
126 Ibstock Parish Council, Ibstock, 15. 
127 Coalville Times, 25 Oct. 1974. 
128 Wallace, Sports Societies, 9. 
129 Eggington, Ibstock, 19. 
130 10 & 11 Geo. V, c. 50. 
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be approved by a national committee. After collecting information about the number of miners in 

each village, and estimating the likely size of the fund after five years, the committee calculated that 

the district could benefit by more than £5 for each miner, and this became a rule of thumb when 

considering applications from local communities.131 One application from Ibstock sought a grant of 

£4,500 towards the purchase of 7 a. of land off Leicester Road for football, cricket, tennis and bowls, 

with a pavilion for indoor games and a library. The parish council agreed to inject cash towards the 

cost, and to cover ongoing maintenance costs.132 After several debates spanning two years, the 

committee agreed to support a grant of £3,737 for the outdoor facilities, and accepted a further 

application in 1928 for an additional £1,300 to provide a pavilion.133 The grounds opened in 1929.134 

The total grant was the second highest sum agreed from the fund in Leicestershire.135  

The grounds were extended by the 1950s to provide a children’s playground.136 A 

skateboard park was added by the parish council in 2018, to replace one in Melbourne Road.137 The 

football pitch passed grading standards to host Step 6 football, and in the 2018–19 season it was 

used by Hinckley AFC (Midland League Division 1) and Sunday league side Sporting Dynamo.138  

The Miners’ Welfare committee also supported a grant of £850 from the fund for a tennis 

court, bowling green and institute for indoor recreation for Battram and Ellistown.139 Building 

commenced in 1927 on a site adjacent to Battram school, near the Nailstone Colliery level 

crossing.140 When the committee visited the completed facilities in 1930, they considered it to be 

one of the most used and best managed institutes it had funded.141 Meetings were held in 1979 

                                                           
131 ROLLR, DE 1177/30, pp. 12–28.  
132 ROLLR, DE 1177/30, pp. 27–8, 31–2. 
133 ROLLR, DE 1177/30, p. 126; DE 1177/31, min. 375. 
134 ROLLR, DE 1177/31, min. 507. 
135 ROLLR, DE 1177/31, min. 710. 
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https://www.facebook.com/sporting.dynamofc (accessed 26 Nov. 2018). 
139 ROLLR, DE 1777/30, pp. 168–9, 200. 
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between the district council and representatives for the miners because it was expected the site 

would be lost due to subsidence after the planned undermining of the ground.142 The bowling club 

relocated in 1982 to Victoria Road, Ellistown, where they remained for ten years on a site owned by 

British Coal. That land was later sold for industrial development, and the club moved to Ellistown 

Terrace Road, where Battram Bowls Club played in 2019.143  

Education 

Sunday schools 
There was an Anglican Sunday school by 1788.144 A General Baptist Sunday school began to 

meet in 1820.145 The Wesleyan Methodist Sunday school began in 1827.146 The Primitive Methodists 

established a Sunday school in 1870.147 By 1880, there was also a Sunday school attached to the 

Wesleyan Reform chapel. In 1880, 180 people went to the Anglican Sunday school, and were well 

outnumbered by the 430 people who attended the Sunday schools of the nonconformist churches: 

140 at the Baptist Sunday school, 120 at the Primitive Methodist Sunday school, 90 at the Wesleyan 

Reform Sunday school and 80 at the Wesleyan Methodist Sunday school.148 

Day schools before 1818 
Gilbert Caulton was licensed to teach at a school in Ibstock in 1662, and George Turner was 

licensed to serve in ‘the ‘office of schoolmaster’ in Ibstock in 1680, wording which suggests a parish 

school had been established.149  In 1712, Ibstock’s rector John Laughton was paying for a number of 

poor children to be taught in a school.150 This was held in a cottage owned by Job Varnham, which 

                                                           
142 Ibstock Parish Magazine, July 1979, 6. 
143 Ibstock Community Voice, Aug. 2016, 4. 
144 S. Madan, An Address to the Inhabitants of the Parish of Ibstock (Members of the Church of England, 

prefixed to “The Friendly reproof and Instruction of the late Rev. Mr. Unwin, to those who seldom attend public 

worship” and distributed amongst them in the year 1788 to which is added a Second Address &c. and a Sermon 

preached to the two Friendly Societies assembled in the Parish Church of Ibstock on Whit-Monday, June 3, 

1811 (Birmingham, 1812), 6. 
145 ROLLR, N/B/150/2, 30 Jan. 1820, 27 Feb. 1820; Education Enquiry (Parl. Papers 1835 (62), xlii), p. 488. 
146 Education Enquiry, p. 488. 
147 Leic. Chron., 21 Aug. 1880. 
148 Leic. Chron., 21 Aug. 1880. 
149 ROLLR, 1D 41/34/2, ff. 4v, 46. 
150 J. Broad (ed.), Bishop Wake's Summary of Visitation Returns from the Diocese of Lincoln 1705-15 (Oxford, 

2012), II, 879; [Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge] An Account of the Charity Schools in Great Britain 

and Ireland (1713), 37. 
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was purchased by Thomas Clare and left by Clare in his will in 1731 for the schoolmaster to live in 

rent free forever, in exchange for ‘teaching two poor boys to write and read’ and keeping it in 

repair.151 Other paying pupils would have been essential. The school appeared to flourish. Charles 

Houghton, who died in 1790, was schoolmaster for over 31 years.152  

Ibstock’s rector, Spencer Madan, was paying for an additional six poor children to be taught 

in 1789.153 The schoolmaster was only required to teach reading, writing and arithmetic.154 The 

school’s 50 poor pupils in 1811 were supported by ‘by charitable contributions’.155 The building was 

‘very dilapidated’ in 1818.156  

Day schools, 1818–70 
Ibstock’s rector Spencer Madan purchased a site of 256 sq. yd. on High Street in 1818 for a 

new school affiliated to the National Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in the 

Principles of the Established Church.157 He contracted with Robert Keightley to build a schoolroom 

and master’s house for £304, and collected donations towards the costs.158 The school opened in 

1818.159 The earlier school building was demolished.160  

By 1832, the National School was teaching 80 boys and 50 girls, although that number may 

include some who only attended on Sundays.161 Spencer Madan provided an annual personal 

                                                           
151 TNA, PROB 11/663/63. 
152 Nichols, History, IV, 755. 
153 Lincs. Arch., DIOC/MGA/7, certificate of value of living. 
154 Leic. Herald, 12 May 1792. 
155 Nichols, History, IV, 751. 
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160 ROLLR, DE 390/7, 21 Jul. 1821, 25 Aug. 1821; Report of the Charity Commissioners (Parl. Papers 1839 
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donation of between £40 and £50, and collected donations from others.162 There were 70 weekday 

pupils in 1846.163 

There were three dame schools in Ibstock in 1818.164 By 1833, three small infant schools 

existed, at least two of which had been established within the previous decade, teaching 23 boys 

and 13 girls.165 Some poorer parents could little afford schooling, and it was claimed in 1844 that the 

children of Ibstock’s framework-knitters started seaming hosiery on two days each week from the 

age of five.166  

Thomas Paget (1778–1862) gave a plot of land on Melbourne Road in c.1845 for a British 

School to be built for children to provide non-denominational teaching. The land was conveyed to 

ten trustees including Paget himself. Seven were Ibstock residents: John Jackson Burbery, William 

Rowell, Joseph Smith and Thomas Ward (all farmers), John Dean (builder), Thomas Farmer (cooper) 

and John Messenger (sadler); the others were from Heather and Measham.167 A subscription and a 

government building grant of £81 covered building costs and paid to train a teacher at the British 

School’s teacher training establishment in London. The school opened in 1847, with places for 100 

children.168 The schoolroom floor sloped upwards towards the back of the room, as advocated for 

British Schools by Joseph Lancaster in 1811.169 An additional classroom was added in 1852.170 There 

were 120 pupils in 1863.171   

Education from 1870 
 

                                                           
162 Education Enquiry, p. 488; CERC, CC/OF/NB19/93B. 
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Figure 7: Former National School on the junction of High Street and Grange Road. Embedded in the 

front of the building are two state tablets inscribed ‘National 1818’ and ‘School 1818’.  

 

The Board of Education required 300 school places to be provided in Ibstock in 1870.172 

There were 126 places at the British School and the National School was enlarged in c.1872, to 

provide 210 places.173 The British School closed in 1873 through ‘lack of funds’.174  Fearing the 

imposition of a non-denominational board school for all pupils, the managers of the National School 

added two classrooms, increasing capacity to 380.175 Local people voiced their concerns over church 

control through a petition to elect the school’s managers, which was rejected.176 A Baptist day 

school opened in 1881, but closed in 1882.177  

                                                           
172 TNA, ED 2/274. 
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176 Leic. Chron., 17 Nov. 1883; 22 Dec. 1883. 
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A new classroom in 1891 increased capacity to 420 places, but was soon filled.178 With no 

further room for expansion, the school managers purchased land on what became Grange Road, 

where a new school was built for 250 infants. It opened in 1895, and the younger children 

transferred to the new building.179 The total cost of £1,075 was partly funded by borrowing and 

partly by donations, including £100 from Ibstock Colliery and £100 from Ellistown Colliery.180  

The Anglican church’s ability to maintain its monopoly in such a strongly nonconformist 

village was largely due to the ability and determination of its rectors and curates to keep pace with 

population growth by raising money for new classrooms almost on a continuous basis between 1870 

and 1902. The nonconformist interest was divided between four churches, which needed to spend 

their money on extending their chapels and Sunday school buildings as the population grew.  

The infant and junior schools were both full again in 1902, when the Board of Education 

required a further 240 places to be provided.181 With borrowing still outstanding on the infant 

school, the school managers decided they could go no further.182  The Leicestershire Education 

Department had been empowered to provide schools under the 1902 Education Act. It opened 

temporary schools for 120 boys in Ibstock Town Hall (the former British School) in 1904,183 and for 

65 children in Battram Wesleyan Reform Chapel in 1905.184 It also purchased land on Melbourne 

Road for a permanent school, and instructed Leicester architect William Cowdell to draw up plans 

for seven classrooms to accommodate 100 infants and 236 older children.185 Its size did not threaten 

the existence of the church schools, but gave parents a choice of schools at all ages. The temporary 

school in the Town Hall closed in December 1906,186 and the new school opened in January 1907.187 

                                                           
178 School Log Book, 1890–1910, pp. 25, 55, 57 (at St Denys school); Kelly’s Dir. of Leic. and Rutl. (1895), 94. 
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180 CERC, NS/7/1/6813, retrospective grant application 1904; ROLLR, DE 4939/724, letters 8 May, 10 May, 2 
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It quickly filled, and further plans were drawn in 1910 for two large classrooms to be added, to 

provide an additional 112 places.188  

Image to be inserted here – permission awaited 

Figure 8: Architect’s drawing of the south elevation of the proposed school at Battram  

 

The council also instructed Coalville architects Goddard and Wain to provide plans for a 

permanent school in Battram, for 60 infants and 150 older children (Figure 8).189 This opened in 1907 

on Wood Road, adjacent to the Nailstone colliery railway crossing, and the temporary school in the 

chapel closed.190  

The building on High Street (Figure 7) was described by a school inspector in 1914 as ‘one of 

the worst places for a fairly large school that I have seen for years’. Four classes were taught in one 

room, separated only by low screens; heating, lighting and ventilation were poor; the lavatories 

were just seats over a channel flushed by a pump and the yards were too small for physical exercise. 

The managers accepted the deficiencies, but were ‘not prepared to spend any money on patching it 

up’, and could not afford to rebuild.191 The National Society’s own surveyor visited in 1922. He found 

a hole in the roof and a ceiling at risk of falling on the children, but he could not recommend the cost 

of repairing what would remain a poor-quality building, with a floor plan which was unsuitable for a 

modern school.192  

The school leaving age had been raised to 14, and the council needed to provide specialist 

rooms for science and practical classes for older children from Ibstock and neighbouring villages. This 

provided an opportunity to reorganise Ibstock’s schools and close the High Street building.193 Ibstock 
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Senior School opened on Central Avenue in 1925. From then, all Ibstock children would attend the 

Church of England infant school on Grange Road from the age of five, all would transfer at the age of 

seven to the council school on Melbourne Road,194 and to the senior school at age 10 or eleven.195 

There were grammar schools at Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Market Bosworth and Coalville if a more 

academic education was preferred, with scholarships available to those who passed the 

examination.196 The arrangement saved the council the cost of providing all the school places and 

gave the church an ongoing and clearly defined role in the provision of education in Ibstock.  

Under the provisions of the 1944 Education Act, Ibstock senior school became a ‘secondary 

modern’ school. It was too small and inflexible for the expanded post-war curriculum, but funding 

restrictions delayed further building. This began on adjacent land in 1962, and a new scheme of 

management for the senior school to become a community college and high school for children aged 

between 11 and 14 was sealed that year.197 It became fully comprehensive in 1967. Children 

transferred to an upper school at either Coalville or Ashby-de-la-Zouch from age 14, with an 

exception for those leaving at 15 until the school leaving age was raised. The school gained academy 

status in 2012 and had 559 pupils on the roll in 2014.198 Children continued to spend only three years 

there in 2019. 

Land immediately behind the junior school was purchased by the county council in 1962 for 

a new infant school.199 The government agreed only to finance 100 places, despite pleas that there 

were 99 pupils at Grange Road, and new housing estates were being built. When Grange Road 

school closed in 1975 it had 160 pupils. They all transferred to the new St Denys Infant School, which 

opened with two temporary classrooms in the grounds.200 The new school retained its Church of 

                                                           
194 ROLLR, E/LB/155/5, p. 142. 
195 TNA, ED 21/33504, letter, Aug. 1925; ED 21/33505. 
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England designation. An extension added in 2016 created places for 280 children.201 There were 188 

pupils at the infant school in 2014 and 213 pupils at the junior school in 2016.202 

Battram county primary school closed in 1981, due to subsidence. The 38 children on the roll 

transferred to primary schools in Ellistown and Nailstone.203 

Technical and adult education 
A Mining and Technical Centre was built near the senior school and opened in 1925, partly 

funded by £700 from the Miners’ Welfare Fund. Certificate courses on mining topics were held in the 

evening for those who had left school.204 During the day it was used by the Senior School for 

woodwork, metalwork and science.205 The building was taken over by the Senior School after Ibstock 

colliery closed in 1929, as the mining centres at Coalville and Bagworth were more convenient for 

those employed in other collieries.   

 

Social Welfare 

Charities for the Poor 
There were five small charities for the Ibstock’s poor, established by Thomas Clare in 1714, 

Joseph Jennings in 1741, Thomas Copson in 1744, Mary Clare in 1745 and Elizabeth Kemp in 1747.206 

A board in the church records that each of them left £10.207 The gifts by Thomas Clare and by Kemp 

appear to have been made in their lifetimes.208 The bequests from Jennings and Copson were used 

to buy loaves, but Jennings’ bequest had been lost through insolvency by 1786.209 The capital from 
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Mary Clare’s bequest had reduced to £2 10s. in 1816.210 The capital value and modest annual income 

will have been eroded by inflation. None of these charities, nor any successor charity, was registered 

with the Charity Commission in 2018.211  

Poor relief  
Overseers’ accounts survive from 1819 to 1828, and vestry minutes from 1824 provide 

detailed information about cases.212 The parish provided some work for the unemployed, including 

mending roads and repairing and rethatching the parish houses. The ‘houserow’ system was 

adopted when there was no parish work, where the ratepayers in turn agreed to provide work at a 

set daily wage, which was supplemented by the poor rates.213 Relief was strictly controlled, with 

parishioners expected to find alternative sources of income. William Holmes was denied relief in 

1834, as it was understood he was being paid by the ‘union’ (probably the Framework Knitters’ 

Friendly Society).214  Richard Perry was ordered to work for William Jackson, Ellen Forman for Mr 

Bradley, and Sam Asker was told to work ‘at the coal pits’ if he could not provide for himself.215 

Nathan Perry’s wife was told to work at stone picking, and was refused relief after she was widowed, 

when she was told to find employment.216 William Revell’s widow was refused assistance with her 

rent, and told to take a lodger.217 No relief was paid to anyone who kept a dog.218 Local practitioners 

were contracted to provide medical services to the poor on annual contracts.219 

The parish owned a number of houses which were occupied by paupers.220 It may have 

acquired another in 1835 when John Foreman was told he would not be provided with relief until he 

                                                           
210 Report of the Charity Commissioners, p. 179; ROLLR, Wills, 1745; Returns of Charitable Donations (Parl. 

Papers 1816 (511) xvi), pp. 658–9. 
211 https://www.gov.uk/find-charity-information (accessed 28 Feb. 2018).  
212 ROLLR, DE 390/7-8; DE 4565/7. 
213 ROLLR, DE 390/7. 
214 ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 20 Mar. 1834. 
215 ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 20 Mar. 1834, 3 Apr. 1834, 1 May 1834. 
216 ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 17 Feb. 1834, 26 Nov. 1835. 
217 ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 1 May 1834. 
218 ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 29 May 1834 
219 For example, DE 390/7, 29 Mar. 1822; DE 390/8, 27 Mar. 1824, 27 Nov. 1824. 
220 ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 10 Jun. 1853; DE 8666. 
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conveyed his house to the parish.221 Paupers could be moved from house to house, for example in 

1834 when Richard Foreman was moved to the house occupied by Benjamin Ball, who was moved to 

Powerill’s house.222  

Surviving parish apprenticeship records for the years between 1704 and 1710 and 1756 and 

1834, both inclusive, identify six girls and 42 boys who were apprenticed, some as young as  eight 

years, with the peak decade in the 1790s (13 children).223 All but four of the children were sent to 

other parishes, where they would gain a new legal settlement, 36 within Leicestershire, and eight in 

Derbyshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire and Worcestershire.224 Framework knitting accounted for 28 

of the apprenticeships, including all but two between 1791 and 1815.225  

Ibstock became part of Market Bosworth Poor Law Union from 1834. The policy of providing 

all relief in the workhouse at Market Bosworth was not always strictly enforced.226 Framework 

knitters seeking poor relief in the 1840s were told that they had to get whatever work they could at 

any price, which the overseers would supplement. The system benefited the hosiers, one of whom 

was also an overseer, but was hated by the knitters, as it encouraged the hosiers to reduce wages 

for everyone.227  

Poor Law Union records do not survive for the duration of the miners’ strikes of 1893 and 

1912, but survive for 1926. The miners’ lock-out continued for five months, with employees refusing 

to accept a substantial cut in their pay. Market Bosworth union then included mining communities in 

Ibstock, Nailstone, Bagworth and Desford, and major brickworks which could not operate without 

coal. The number of people receiving poor relief outside the workhouse rose rapidly from an 

                                                           
221 ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 17 Sep. 1835. 
222 ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 4 Mar. 1834. 
223 ROLLR, DE 390/27/1–55. 
224 ROLLR, DE 390/27/1–55. 
225 ROLLR, DE 390/27/15, 17–19; Ibstock parish registers. 
226 TNA, MH 12/6566, and see below, 00 (Local Government). 
227 Royal Commission Framework Knitters, p. 546; R. Hall, An Appeal to the Public on the Subject of the 

Framework-Knitters’ Fund (1820), 8. 
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average of 237 before the lock out, began to a peak of 1,839 in July, with that figure including 1,009 

children.228 Relief was mostly provided by loans of a fixed sum for a wife and each child, repayable 

when the lock-out ended.229 The attitudes of the guardians hardened from July, and they resolved to 

end relief on 20 August.230  In November, a resolution was agreed delaying repayment of the loans 

until after Christmas.231  

                                                           
228 ROLLR, G/1/8a/4, pp. 215–242. 
229 Coalville Times, 11 Jun. 1926. 
230 ROLLR, G/1/8a/4, p. 231. 
231 Ibid, p. 244. 


