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RELIGIOUS HISTORY 

 

Overview 
Ibstock church, which had been built by the 1170s, was never appropriated. The 

combination of a large glebe and an advowson in episcopal hands from 1531 resulted in the 

presentation of some well-educated clergy, although they did not always reside in the parish. 

Dissent became established in the parish from 1646, when parliament controlled the advowson and 

appointed a persuasive Presbyterian preacher. By the 19th century, nonconformity was divided 

between Baptist, Wesleyan Methodist, Wesleyan Reform and Primitive Methodist congregations. 

Weekly worship continued to be held in 2019 in St Denys parish church and in Baptist, Methodist 

and Wesleyan Reform churches in the village. 

Church Origins and Parochial Organisation 
The generous endowment of the church and the rector’s right to collect tithes across a 

c.4,000 a. parish suggest Ibstock may have been an early foundation. The earliest documentary 

evidence is from the 1170s, when Garendon abbey agreed a composition with the rector for its 

tithes.1 Two chapelries had been established by 1220, one in Hugglescote and another in Donington-

le-Heath, served three times weekly from Ibstock.2  

Christchurch, Coalville was built in 1840, to the dismay of Ibstock’s rector, Charles Goddard, 

who saw no need for an evangelical Anglican church to be planted in the north of his parish.3 After 

                                                           
1 Transcription of cartulary in Nichols, History, III, 819, 821. 
2 W.P.W. Phillimore (ed.), Rotuli Hugonis de Welles, Episcopi Lincolniensis, A.D. MCCIX-MCCXXXV, I 

(Lincoln Rec. Soc. 3, 1912), 247. 
3 Lincs Arch., COR.B.5/5/17/6–11. 
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its consecration, the ecclesiastical parish became known as Ibstock cum Hugglescote, Donington and 

Coalville, although Christchurch had its own patron and vicar.4 Coalville became a separate 

ecclesiastical parish in 1870.5  

Following the resignation of rector John Bennett in 1889, Hugglescote and Donington civil 

parish became a separate ecclesiastical benefice.6 By then it included a new village, Whitehill, later 

known as Ellistown, where a Wesleyan Reform chapel had opened in 1881.7 An Anglican church was 

built in Whitehill in 1895–6,8 and the ‘consolidated chapelry of St Christopher, Ellistown’ was created 

in 1896 around this new church. Its boundaries encompassed Whitehill/Ellistown village, the houses 

in Ibstock which had been built near Ellistown colliery, and the village of Battram.9 St Denys church 

was then the only Anglican church remaining in the shrunken ecclesiastical parish. The benefice was 

extended in 1978 to include St John’s church in Heather (a medieval foundation).10  

Parishes in Leicestershire were transferred from Lincoln to Peterborough diocese in 1837, 

and from Peterborough to the re-founded Leicester diocese in 1926.11 

Advowson  
Presentations to the living were made by manorial lords Robert de Garshale and Roland de 

Verdon jointly in 1220.12 Robert de Verdon held the advowson in 1279.13 The Hastings family 

acquired the overlordship of Ibstock and probably the advowson before 1313, when John de 

Hastings died.14 His son John, baron Bergavenny, died in 1325, leaving a son, Laurence, earl of 

                                                           
4 British Magazine, 1840, 472. 
5 Peterborough Dioc. Calendar and Almanak (1869), 65; (1871), 100. 
6 Peterborough Dioc. Calendar (1889), 45; (1890), 47; Leic. Chronicle, 3 Aug. 1889. 
7 Leic. Chron., 27 Aug. 1881. 
8 Leic. Chron., 31 Aug. 1895; 2 May 1896; Pevsner, Leics. and Rutl., 150. 
9 London Gaz., 30 Jun. 1896, 3789–90. 
10 Leic. Dioc. Directory (1977), 79; ibid. (1978), 122. 
11 London Gaz., 12 Sept. 1837, 2397–8; 12 Nov. 1926, 7321–2. 
12 W.P.W. Phillimore (ed.), Rotuli Hugonis de Welles, Episcopi Lincolniensis, A.D. MCCIX-MCCXXXV, II 

(Lincoln Rec. Soc. 6, 1913), 280. 
13 Nichols, History, I, cxv. 
14 Cal. Inq. p.m. V, p. 236. 
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Pembroke,15 and a widow, Juliana. The advowson became part of Juliana’s dower.16 Her second 

husband, Sir Thomas Blount, was named as patron when Fanton Marsopini of the diocese of 

Florence was presented as rector in 1326, although it is likely that Pope John XXII had intervened in 

this instance.17 After Juliana’s death, her son Laurence having died, the patronage passed to her 

grandson John, earl of Pembroke (d. 1375),18 and then presumably to his son, also John, who died 

without issue. The advowson then appears to have passed to William, Lord Bergavenny (d. 1411), 

the son of Katherine, countess of Warwick, whose sister Agnes had married Laurence, earl of 

Pembroke.19 William’s grandson Edward Nevill, Lord Bergavenny, held the advowson at his death in 

1476.20 His son George gave the advowson in 1531 to John Fisher, bishop of Rochester, and his 

successors.21  

The advowson came into the hands of Henry VIII by the attainder of bishop John Fisher in 

1534,22 but was restored to the bishops of Rochester by 1551.23 The bishops mostly exercised the 

right themselves, but occasionally granted the right of presentation to others.24  The patronage fell 

to parliament upon the abolition of the episcopate in 1646, but was restored to the bishops of 

Rochester after 1660.25 It was transferred to the bishop of Peterborough in 1853,26 and to the bishop 

                                                           
15 Cal. Inq. p.m. VI, pp. 385, 389–90. 
16 Cal. Close 1323-7, 433–4. 
17 N. Bennett (ed.), The Registers of Bishop Henry Burghersh 1320-1342, I (Lincoln Rec. Soc. 87, 1999), 116; 

A. Deeley, ‘Papal provision and royal rights of patronage in the early fourteenth century’, Eng. Hist. Review 

(1928), 498, 518. Although the article mentions Ibstock, no relevant source is cited containing specific grounds 

for this collation by the pope. 
18 Cal. Inq. p.m. XIV, p. 157. 
19 Complete Peerage, I, 28. 
20 Ibid., [J. Caley and J. Bayley, eds,] Calendarium inquisitionum post mortem sive escaetarum ... IV, 379.  
21 Register of Bishop John Fisher, 1504–35, ff. 161–161v, in Church Authority and Power in Medieval and 

Early Modern Britain: The Episcopal Registers, Part 8 (Brighton, 1987).  
22 L&P Hen VIII, VII, 523; ODNB, s.v. Fisher, John [St John Fisher] (c.1469–1535) accessed 9 May 2018. 
23 C.W. Foster (ed.), Lincoln Episcopal Records in the time of Thomas Cooper, Bishop of Lincoln 1571 to 1584 

(Lincoln Rec. Soc. 2, 1912), 249. 
24 Lincs. Arch., DIOC/PD/1551/8; DIOC/PD/1561/5; DIOC/PD/1570/3; DIOC/PD/1571/33; DIOC/PD/1684/46; 

DIOC/PD/1690/83; DIOC/PD/1699/20.  
25 Lincs. Arch., DIOC/PD/1666/21.  
26 Clergy List (1852), Benefice list, 103; Clergy List (1853), Benefice list, 108. 

https://dcms.lds.org/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE920478
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of Leicester in 1927.27 Following the addition of Heather to the benefice in 1978, joint patronage was 

agreed between the bishop and the Martyrs Memorial and Church of England Trust.28  

Church Endowment 
The glebe comprised three yardlands in Ibstock, two yardlands in Hugglescote and 

Donington and six houses, in addition to the rectory house.29 The rector would also have benefited 

from tithes across the whole parish.30 At an unknown date, the abbot of Garendon agreed a 

composition of two marks annually (£1 6s. 8d.) in lieu of tithes, which had increased to three marks 

(£2) by 1176.31 The benefice was assessed for tax at 13 marks (£8 13s. 4d.) in the early 12th century, 

the fifth highest assessment in Sparkenhoe deanery.32 This increased to 35 marks (£23 6s. 8d.) in 

1291.33 The living was valued at £19 8s. 11¼d. in 1535.34 The annual value in 1706 was said to be 

£200.35  

Two parliamentary awards of 1775 inclosed the open fields in Ibstock and in Hugglescote 

and Donington. The rector was allotted 83 a. in Ibstock for his glebe and 199 a. in lieu of tithe, and 

74 a. in Hugglescote and Donington for the glebe and 76 a. in lieu of tithes.36 Tithes remained 

payable on earlier inclosures. Rector Spencer Madan certified the gross annual value of his living to 

be £454 in 1789,37 from which he paid stipends of £120 to his curate in Ibstock, and £60 to his curate 

for Hugglescote and Donington.38 The final tithes were converted to tithe rent charges totalling £527 

in 1837.39 The annual income had increased to £1,408 by 1890, when the benefice was divided. 

                                                           
27 London Gaz., 23 Dec. 1927, 8232. 
28 Leic. Dioc. Directory (1978), 77; ibid (1979), 87. 
29 ROLLR, 1D 41/2/340 (Ibstock only, 1690); DIOC/TER/8 (Hugglescote and Donington only, 1625). 
30 J.S. Donnelly, ‘Changes in the grange economy of English and Welsh Cistercian abbeys’, 1300–1540, 

Traditio, 10 (1954), 409.  
31 Transcription of cartulary in Nichols, History, III, 819; Phillimore (ed.), Rotuli Hugonis de Welles, 247. 
32 Phillimore (ed.), Rotuli Hugonis de Welles, 279. 
33 T. Astle and J. Caley (ed.), Taxatio Ecclesiastica Angliae et Walliae, auctoritate Papae Nicholas IV circa 

1291 (1802), 64. 
34 Valor Eccl. IV, 180. 
35 J. Broad (ed.), Bishop Wake's Summary of Visitation Returns from the Diocese of Lincoln 1705-15 (Oxford, 

2012), 879. 
36 ROLLR, DE 8666; DE 144/7 (EN/A/150/1).  
37 Lincs. Arch., DIOC/MGA/7, certificate of the value of the living. 
38 CERC, CC/OF/NB19/93B. 
39 ROLLR, Ti/150/1 (Hugglescote tithe award); Ti/151/1 (Ibstock tithe award); TNA IR 18/4506. 
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Ibstock’s new rector, Samuel Flood, received an apportionment of £958, with £450 paid to 

Hugglescote’s vicar, Henry Broughton.40  

Rectory house 
The rectory house comprised six bays in 1690, with seven bays of barns, two bays of stables, 

a cow house, garden and orchard.41 The house was later extended to eight bays, all timber-framed.42 

It was ‘in a very decay’d State’ by 1789, when rector Spencer Madan arranged for it to be taken 

down and rebuilt in brick, for £484.43 The new house faced west, with servants’ quarters to the 

north.44  

The house contained 4 living rooms, 14 bedrooms, 3 kitchens, a pantry, larder and dairy, and 

the grounds contained a coach-house, stables and other outbuildings in 1922.45 Too large for 

modern clerical living, the property was divided in 1954. The northern portion was sold (and given a 

separate identity as Lockers End), with the remainder retained for Ibstock’s rectors.46 The coach-

house and stables were converted into a church hall, which opened in 1958.47 The rectory house was 

sold in 1997, when a replacement house was built on Hinckley Road.48  

                                                           
40 Peterborough Dioc. Calendar (1890), 47. 
41 ROLLR, 1D 41/2/340. 
42 Lincs. Arch., DIOC/TER BUNDLE/LEICS/IBSTOCK (undated, c.1705). 
43 Lincs. Arch., DIOC/MGA/7. 
44 Lincs. Arch., DIOC/MGA/7, plan; ROLLR, DE 390/5. 
45 CERC, CC/OF/NB19/93B. 
46 ROLLR, DE 1717/44/1–29; The National Heritage List for England 

(http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/), List No. 1177344, Lockers End The Rectory, accessed 11 

Apr. 2017. 
47 ROLLR, DE 1717/93–4. 
48 Date plaque on gable wall, extant 2019. 

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
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Religious Life  

Religious life before 1547 
The church was dedicated to St Helen, as shown in 12 documents dating from 1176 to 

1558.49 One of the church bells cast in c.1500 an still rung in 2019 beseeches St Elena to pray for 

us.50  

It was held in 1281 that the rector had no right to cut rushes or grass for the floor of his 

church or parsonage from the meadow belonging to Garendon abbey.51 The dispute may have arisen 

over tithes. It continued, or re-emerged, in 1332, when rector Fanton Marsopini was said to have 

mowed the abbot’s grass and carried away the hay.52 As chancellor and prebend of Finglas, Dublin,53 

and holder of a series of episcopal licences to study from 1326 to 1332, which required him to 

appoint a curate, he would rarely have visited.54 Other rectors who may not have been resident 

include Thomas Wells in 1405, who was also the rector of Lydgate (Norf.), Richard More, who was 

licensed for two years’ non-residence in 1416, and Geoffrey Fayreclogh, who received papal 

dispensation in 1461 to hold another living.55  

In addition to the rector, the church had three chaplains in 1377.56 The number had reduced 

by 1526, when rector William Watson’s two chaplains or curates were Roger Semper and John 

                                                           
49 Transcription of cartulary in Nichols, History, III, 819; Cal. Papal Reg. Papal Letters, X, 1455–64, 601; wills 

include ROLLR, Will Reg. 1515–26/281; Will Reg. 1526–33/72v; W & I 1540/37; W & I 1557/415–6; W & I 

1558 A-F/146; W & I 1558 G-O/160.  
50 T. North, Church Bells of Leicestershire (Leicester, 1876), 193; G. Dawson, National Bell Register at 

http://georgedawson.homestead.com/nbr.html (accessed 24 May 2018); bell extant and seen by author, 2019. 
51 Ab. Placitor (Record Commission, 1811), 201 [in full: Placitorum in domo capitulari Westmonasteriensi 

asservatorum abbreviatio, temporibus regum Ric. I., Johann., Henr. III., Edw. I., Edw. II.]. 
52 Cal. Pat. 1330–1334, 389. 
53 Cal. Papal Reg. II, 237. 
54 N. Bennett (ed.), The Registers of Bishop Henry Burghersh 1320-1342, III (Lincoln Rec. Soc. 101, 2011), 39, 

40, 41, 48; L.E. Boyle, ‘The constitution “Cum ex eo” of Boniface VIII: education of parochial clergy’, 

Medieval Studies, 24 (1962), 271–3. 
55 Cal. Papal Reg. VI, 27–8; Ibid, XI, 601; M. Archer (ed.), The Register of Bishop Philip Repingdon, 1405-

1419, III (Lincoln Rec. Soc. 74, 1982), 152. 
56 A.K. McHardy (ed.), Clerical Poll Taxes of the Diocese of Lincoln 1377–1381 (Lincoln Rec. Soc. 81, 1992), 

19. 

http://georgedawson.homestead.com/nbr.html
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Pennyngton. Semper received an annual stipend of £4 13s. 4d. from the rector, while Pennyington’s 

income came from another source, probably a chantry.57 

A lady chapel is mentioned in the 1534 wills of Henry Byrte and Richard Chawner.58 This may 

have been at the east end of the south aisle, where there is an early-14th-centry piscina. This chapel 

appears to have increased in importance in the later medieval period, as the window in the south 

wall has been cut, perhaps to take a sedilia. There was an aumbry in the east wall. A chapel on the 

north presumably had a raised sanctuary, as its piscina is 5 ft above the modern floor level.  

Henry Dodely bequeathed 2s. and a sheep in 1533 towards the cost of making a rood loft, 

but no hint of a rood staircase remains.59 Land was given for a sepulchre light, and three selions of 

land were given for a light which shone before an image of St Sithe.60 St Sithe (or Zita), was a pious 

servant and housekeeper from Italy, who was popular across England by the late medieval period, 

especially among women.61   

The windows of the medieval church contained 17 images of coats of arms, including 

Beaumont (perhaps a later tribute to Robert, who held the manor in 1086), Verdon, Garshale, 

Hastings, Clinton and Stafford (all holders of the advowson), Valence (the family of John de Hastings’ 

wife) and the arms of England. Four of these windows were broken by 1622; the remainder were still 

extant in 1811, but lost by 1975.62  

The parish church and it congregation after 1547  
Lands given for lights and chantries were sold between 1568 and 1585.63  

                                                           
57 H Salter (ed.) A Subsidy collected in the Diocese of Lincoln in 1526 (Oxford, 1909), 104. 
58 ROLLR, Will Reg. 1526–33/72. 
59 ROLLR, Will Reg. 1515–26/210. 
60 Cal. Pat. 1572-75, 324-40; Cal Pat. 1569-72, 275-6; TNA C 66/1077, m 40. 
61 S. Sutcliffe, ‘The cult of St Sitha in England: an introduction’, Nottingham Medieval Studies, XXXVII (1993), 

83–9. 
62 Burton, Description (1777 edn), 131; Nichols, History, IV, facing 752, 754. 
63 Cal. Pat. 1566-69, 226; 1569-72, 275-6; TNA C 66/1077, m 40; Cal Pat. 1572-75, 324-40; Cal Pat. 27 Eliz. I 

(L&I Soc. Vol. 293), 111. 
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Richard Fox, presented as rector in 1576 by John Saunders and Edmond Brounell, aldermen 

of the city of Coventry, by a grant from the bishop of Rochester, was ‘utterlie ignorant of the 

scriptures [with only] a little knowledge of the Latine tonge’,64 but his curate in Ibstock was a 

graduate.65  

William Laud, who became archbishop of Canterbury in 1633, was presented as Ibstock’s 

rector in 1617 by his former tutor, bishop John Buckeridge. Laud was also rector of two other 

parishes, president of St John’s College, Oxford, prebendary of Buckden, archdeacon of Huntingdon 

and dean of Gloucester.66 His curate in Ibstock was John Pickering.67 Laud was permitted to remain 

rector of Ibstock when he was appointed bishop of St Davids in 1621. He visited rarely, but preached 

in Ibstock in 1624, recording in his diary that he ‘set things in order there’.68 The meaning is unclear, 

but he is unlikely to have appointed a curate who did not share his churchmanship. A locally-held 

belief that Laud blocked up the chancel windows is untrue, as explained below. Laud resigned as 

rector in 1626.69 He was succeeded by Richard Bayley, who was also presented by Buckeridge, and 

therefore probably shared Laud’s views on ceremonies. Bayley may also have been non-resident, as 

Pickering continued to sign the registers as curate until 1632, when curate William Chauncy began to 

sign each year on behalf of rector Edward Layfield.  

The church had three bells in 1630.70 Curiously, when two new bells were cast by Thomas 

Hancox of Walsall (Staff.) in 1632, one was inscribed, ‘+ Somrosa Polsata Monde Maria Vocata’ 

(more usually ‘Sum Rosa Pulsata Mundi Maria Vocata’), ‘I when rung am called Mary, the rose of the 

world’ (Figure 9).71 This bell also included a seal, identical to one on a bell cast by Hancox for St 

                                                           
64 C.W. Foster (ed.), The State of the Church in the Reigns of Elizabeth and James I, as illustrated by documents 

relating to the Diocese of Lincoln, I (Lincoln Rec. Soc. 23, 1926), 36, 113. 
65Ibid., 113. 
66 W. Laud, The Diary of the Most Reverend Father in God, William Laud (1694), 3; ODNB, s.v. ‘Laud, 

William (1573–1645), archbishop of Canterbury’ (accessed 31 Jul. 2017). 
67 ROLLR, DE 1717/1 (parish register). 
68 W. Laud, The Diary of the Most Reverend Father in God, William Laud (1694), 3 
69 Ibid., 29–30. 
70 ROLLR, 1D 41/18/6, f. 6v. 
71 A Dorset example was the front cover image of Ringing World, 25 May 2018. 
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Andrew’s, Droitwich (Worcs.) the previous year where the casting is cleaner, and clearly depicts the 

Virgin and child.72 The tone and weight of this bell indicates that it replaced an earlier bell, which 

presumably also bore this inscription and seal.73 It is unlikely that Hancox would have added this 

detail without the explicit agreement of the rector and churchwardens. 

 

Figure 9: Part of the Marian inscription on the 5th bell of Ibstock’s peal of six 

 

John Lufton had become rector by 1636. He was described by archbishop Laud as a ‘hot 

man’, seemingly referring to his temperament when he was called to account for non-residence.74 

Lufton sat on the commission of array in 1642, accepting contributions to the Royalist cause from 

fellow clergy.75 He also attempted to prevent Ibstock’s parish constable, Thomas Clare, responding 

                                                           
72 Ibstock bell seen by author; H.B. Walters, Church Bells of Worcestershire (Worcester, 1901), 32.  
73 John Taylor archives, 1897 and 1905. The author is very grateful to Chris Pickford for this information and 

the examples of similar bells. 
74 Cal. SP Dom. 1636–7, 80; VCH Leics. I, 381n. 
75 Walker Revised, ed. A.G. Matthews, 233, 240 (entries for Thomas Cleaveland and William Parkes). 
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to parliament’s warrant to send Ibstock’s trained band of men to Leicester.76 He deserted his parish 

shortly afterwards for the Royalist headquarters at Oxford.77 The living was sequestered by 

parliament in 1646, who firstly appointed Job Grey, then William Sheffield, also in 1646.78 The nature 

of Sunday services in the parish probably changed radically when he arrived. 

Sheffield was a persuasive preacher. He held a public dispute at Leicester castle in 1649 with 

Samuel Oates, a Baptist; Oates ran out of arguments after three hours.79 Sheffield signed a loyal 

address to Richard Cromwell in 1658,80 and was one of 38 Leicestershire Puritan ministers who 

subscribed to a loyal parliamentary address in 1659.81  He left Ibstock in 1660, and was suspended 

from office in any part of the diocese in 1662.82 Bishop Robert Sanderson found no surplice or book 

of canons in the church at his 1662 visitation, and the font had been removed.83 The latter may have 

been kept somewhere safe during Sheffield’s ministry. The font standing in the church in 2019 is 

octagonal with a simple ribbed design. Its size and shape are consistent with 14th-century fonts, and 

contemporary with the building.  

Most of Ibstock’s rectors appointed after the Restoration had degrees. John Laughton, a 

graduate inducted in 1699, held services twice each Sunday in 1718 and catechised the children each 

spring. He complained that attendance at communion, held four times annually, was ‘much 

neglected’, with just 50 people receiving at Easter, despite there being 200 communicants in the 

village.84  

                                                           
76 LJ 5, 132, 195; VCH Leics. I, 381; Matthews, Walker Revised, 240. 
77 J. Walker, An Attempt towards Recovering an account of the Numbers and Sufferings of the Clergy of the 

Church of England (1714), 295; VCH Leics. I, 381n. 
78 LJ 9, 567–8; 570–3; 10, 353–4.  
79 ODNB, s.v. Oates, Samuel (bap. 1614, d. 1683) accessed 2 May 2018; Nichols, History, IV, 753n. 
80 Calamy Revised, ed. A.G. Matthews, 436. 
81 W Dugdale, A Short View of the Late Troubles in England (1681), 471–3. 
82 Calamy Revised, ed. A.G. Matthews, 436.  
83 A.P. Moore, ‘The primary visitation of Robert Sanderson, Bishop of Lincoln, in 1662, for the Archdeaconry 

of Leicester’, The Antiquary (1909), 386. 
84 Nichols, History, IV, 753; J. Broad (ed.), Bishop Wake's Summary of Visitation Returns from the Diocese of 

Lincoln 1705-15 (Oxford, 2012), 879; Lincs. Arch., Gibson 4, pp. 707–8; Gibson 12, pp. 759–60. 
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At an unknown date before 1742, the church was rededicated to St Denys, the first bishop of 

Paris.85 Presumably details of the earlier dedication had been lost. The dedication remained to St 

Denys in 2019. 

A brief was issued in 1772, enabling the church to raise money to take down and rebuild the 

north aisle, re-roof the nave and make other repairs to the body of the church and its steeple. The 

total cost, quoted by master builders John Wyatt and John Mills, was £1,021 5s. 6d.86 The work had 

presumably been completed by 1778, as the archdeacon found no faults at his visitation.87  

Spencer Madan, ‘a first-rate preacher’, was instituted to Ibstock rectory in 1786, and 

remained rector until his death in 1836.88 He was also rector of St Philip’s church in Birmingham 

from 1787, which he held in plurality with Ibstock. From 1790 he played a prominent role in political 

life in Birmingham, where he ‘chiefly’ resided, publicly denouncing religious dissent and the radical 

views which were driving the French Revolution.89 In 1788 he castigated his parishioners in Ibstock, 

some for not attending services and others for attending but ‘lolling on a seat, and looking about the 

Church’ instead of kneeling for prayers.90  

The chancel was ‘under repair’ in 1790.91 A letter of 1838 from Madan’s successor Charles 

Goddard to bishop John Kaye records ‘living witnesses’ who could remember four windows in the 

chancel with painted glass in the upper sections being blocked up during Madan’s incumbency, and 

                                                           
85 J. Ecton, Thesaurus Rerum Ecclesiasticarum (1742), 327. 
86 CERC, CLARKE/2/4/26. 
87 ROLLR, 1D 41/18/21, f. 28v. 
88 J. Throsby, Supplementary Volume to the Leicestershire Views, containing a series of Excursions in 

Leicestershire (1790), 476; J. Taylor, Sermon on the Death of Spencer Madan (Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 1836 
89 ODNB, s.v. Madan, Spencer (1758–1836), Church of England clergyman, accessed 12 Jul. 2013; Madan, 

Spencer (1729–1813), accessed 30 July 2017; Cornwallis, Frederick (1713–1783), accessed 30 July 2017; 

Throsby, Supplementary Volume, 476.  
90 S. Madan, An Address to the Inhabitants of the Parish of Ibstock (Members of the Church of England, 

prefixed to “The Friendly reproof and Instruction of the late Rev. Mr. Unwin, to those who seldom attend public 

worship” and distributed amongst them in the year 1788 to which is added a Second Address &c. and a Sermon 

preached to the two Friendly Societies assembled in the Parish Church of Ibstock on Whit-Monday, June 3, 

1811 (Birmingham, 1812), 9–10. 
91 Throsby, Supplementary Volume, 477. 
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the lancet window at the east end being replaced by a window ‘suited to a Methodist chapel’.92 The 

chancel roof was probably raised in this period by adding courses of bricks (visible externally in 

2019), probably to admit the east window. Madan also enlarged an existing west gallery, and 

replaced the nave seating, which parishioners claimed was insufficient for those without private 

pews.93 A painting of 1836 by Madan’s daughter, Mary Judith Madan, reflects these changes (Figure 

10).94 

 

Figure 10: Ibstock church in 1836, looking east from the west gallery. Note the windowless side walls 

of the chancel, the large east window, the plaster arch between nave and chancel, the wooden box 

pews and the ‘double-decker’ pulpit and reading desk.  

[image removed from web version for copyright reasons] 

 

Average Sunday attendance at the parish church in 1851 was 250 in the morning and 90 in 

the afternoon, in a village of 1,188 souls.95 Rector John Bennett moved to continental Europe shortly 

afterwards, leaving the duties to a curate with a stipend of £100.96 Services were described as ‘cold 

and lifeless’ in 1875, and poorly attended.97 Bennett returned in c.1880.98  

The church and chancel had been allowed to become ruinous during Bennett’s absence.99 

The walls of the north aisle had perished, the roof was leaking and the plaster chancel arch had 

fallen.100 Leicester architects Goddard and Paget and contractors Thrall and Payne were appointed to 

restore the building, and work commenced in 1884.101 The north aisle was rebuilt and a new chancel 

arch created. A new entrance was made on the north, with a porch, and the south doorway was 

                                                           
92 Lincs. Arch., COR.B. 5/5/5/9/5, f. 2. 
93 Madan, Address, 31–32; ROLLR, 1D 41/18/22, f. 38.  
94 The painting was presented to the church by Spencer Madan’s granddaughter, Mary Madan, in 1923: Ibstock 

Parish Magazine, Apr. 1923. It still hung on the wall in 2019. 
95 TNA, HO 129/413/50; Leics. VCH, III, 190. See also below, 00. 
96 CERC, NS/7/1/6813, letter 1 May 1876; Leic. Chron., 8 Dec. 1883. 
97 Leic. Chron., 6 Mar. 1875. 
98 Leic. Chron., 6 Mar. 1875; TNA RG 11/3135/62/7;  
99 Leic. Chron., 8 Dec. 1883. 
100 Lambeth Palace Libr., ICBS 8915, f. 1; Leic. Chron., 31 May 1884. 
101 Leic. Chron., 31 May 1884; 13 Jun. 1885.  
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blocked.102 The west gallery was removed, and the pews were replaced by benches for 315 adults 

and children, which were all free and unappropriated.103 The total cost was £2,000.104 The rector was 

pleased to note that ‘so many more have availed themselves of the services’ now the seating was 

free.105 Morning congregations of 150 people and evening attendances of 300 were seen in 1886, 

when the population was c.2,500.106 

All the restoration borrowing had been cleared by 1890, and new rector Samuel Flood 

turned his attention to the chancel.107 It had been intended to demolish and rebuild this when the 

rest of the church was being restored, but on removing the plaster, four Gothic and two ‘low-side’ 

windows were uncovered on the north and south sides, causing a change of plan (Figures 11 and 

12).108 The fabric was restored in 1897–8, an organ chamber was added to the south wall, and a new 

two-manual organ was installed. A wide gabled vestry was also built outside the original south 

doorway.109  New altar rails were donated by the rector’s children, and new choir stalls were given 

by the Misses Sarah Jane and Henrietta Hind.110 Stained glass for the new east window was added by 

Mrs Frances Paget in 1899 in memory of her husband Thomas Guy Paget, who had died in 1894.111  

 

Figure 11: The north wall of the chancel before restoration [image removed from web version for 

copyright reasons] 

 

Figure 12: The north and east walls of the chancel during restoration, revealing an aumbry and one 

of the medieval windows which had been covered over when Spencer Madan was rector (1786–1836) 

[image removed from web version for copyright reasons] 

 

                                                           
102 Leic. Chron., 31 May 1884; 13 Jun. 1885. 
103 Lambeth Palace Libr., ICBS 8915, ff. 7, 23v, 24v; ICBS MB 24, p. 239; Leic. Chron., 13 Jun. 1885. 
104 Leic. Chron., 13 Jun. 1885. 
105 Ibstock Parish Magazine, Sep. 1885.  
106 Northants. R.O., X922; Leics. VCH, III, 190. 
107 Leic. Chron., 6 Dec. 1890. 
108 Leic. Chron., 31 May 1884; 19 Feb. 1898. 
109 Leic. Chron., 19 Feb. 1898. 
110 Leic. Chron., 19 Feb. 1898. 
111 Ibstock Parish Magazine, May 1899. 
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In 1901, there were four services every Sunday, including one of communion.112 Six Sunday 

services were held each month in 2018, two of which were communion services.113 

A new treble bell was added for Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee in 1897, the gift of Ibstock 

veterinary surgeon Edward Perry, and the five bells were further augmented to six in 1905.114  

An altar at the east end of the north aisle, in memory of those killed in the First World War, 

was carved by William Sabine, the woodwork and handicraft teacher at the senior school. The design 

incorporates 72 carved poppies, one for each Ibstock life lost.115 A stained glass window above by 

Heaton, Butler and Bayne of Covent Garden is also in memory of the fallen of that conflict. The 

centre of the three lights depicts the sacrifice of Christ, with a soldier kneeling by the cross; figures in 

the left pane include a soldier and nurse, with miners and widows with children in the right pane. 

Near this altar is a memorial to George Robert Gee, who gave his life in 1900 in the South African 

War. A further memorial tablet commemorates the fallen of the Second World War. William Sabine 

also carved a children’s altar for the south chapel, which was dedicated in 1938.116  

Other 20th-century glass includes the east window in the south aisle (1975), in memory of 

medical practitioner Walter James Meldrum, with roses referencing the prizes he won for his 

exhibits at the Chelsea Flower Show.117 At about this time, Douglas Mee expressed a wish that the 

coats of arms which had been recorded in the windows in 1622 should be added to the plain glass in 

the church. Following his death in 1975, his widow gave a window in his memory with the 

Leicestershire County Council arms and the arms of the Mee family.118 The church sought further 

                                                           
112 Northants. R.O., X 924 (churchwardens’ questionnaire, 1901) 
113 https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5331/service-and-events/events-regular/ (accessed 27 May 2018). 
114 Inscription on bells, seen by author in 2017; photograph of 1905 in church in 2018.  
115 Ibstock Parish Magazine, Jul., Sep., Oct., 1938, Apr. 1939, Mar. 1978.  
116 Ibstock Parish Magazine, Jul., Sep., Nov. 1938. 
117 H. Crane, ‘An Ibstock childhood from 1928’, in J. Carswell (ed.), Ibstock Lives (Coalville, c. 1991), 61; 

inscription on window, extant in 2018. 
118 Ibstock Parish Magazine, May 1976. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5331/service-and-events/events-regular/
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donations for other windows. The scheme was finally completed in 1983, when a total of 30 coats of 

arms had been added.119   

Church Architecture  
An avenue of trees leads off the High Street to St Denys church. The body of the church is 

almost square and comprises a nave of three bays with a clerestory above, with north and south 

aisles. To the east is a long chancel, two-thirds of the length of the nave, and to the west, a tower in 

three stages, topped with a pierced parapet and surmounted by a recessed spire. There is a porch to 

the north and a wide vestry to the south. The church is almost all of the early 14th century, and built 

of Bromsgrove sandstone, which crops out around the edges of the coalfield.120 A stone stoup 

survives outside the original south door (inside the modern vestry). 

The two arcades differ slightly, with hexagonal piers on the south, and octagonal piers on 

the north. The windows are a mix of Y, curvilinear and reticulated tracery.121 The clerestory was 

added in the late 15th or early 16th century, and the two low side windows in the chancel (one 

north and one south) may also be from the late medieval period. The vestry was converted to 

provide a toilet, and a kitchen area was added in 2013.122 

Protestant Nonconformity  

Early Dissent 
Puritan views appears to have taken hold among some in the parish when William Sheffield 

was rector from 1646, and continued after Sheffield’s departure. Elias Goadby (a mercer) and Joseph 

                                                           
119 Ibstock Parish Magazine, Mar., Jul. 1983. 
120 Pevsner, 184; The National Heritage List for England (http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/), 

List No. 1074370, Church of St Denys and Paget tombs in churchyard, accessed 11 Apr. 2017; British 

Geological Survey, Strategic Stone Study, Leicestershire, 15 

http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/buildingStone/BuildingStone.html (accessed 29 Jul. 2017). 
121 Pevsner, 184; NHLE, no. 1074370, Church of St Denys and Paget tombs in churchyard, accessed 11 Apr. 

2017. 
122 Prospect Archaeology, ‘The Church of St Denys, Ibstock, Leicestershire’ (2013). 

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/buildingStone/BuildingStone.html
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Taylor (a wheelwright) were presented to the archdeaconry court in 1668 for refusing to have their 

children baptised.123  

Curate John Shakespeare reported in 1669 that ‘many’ conventicles (illegal religious 

meetings) were held in Ibstock, in the houses of Goadby, Taylor, John Erpe (a smith) and John 

Husband, attended by about 40 Presbyterians, and others holding ‘all sorts’ of beliefs. The ten ‘most 

substantial’ residents taking part were Erpe, Goadby and Taylor, yeomen Thomas Copshon and 

Thomas Padgett, husbandmen John Belcher, John Paybodie and James Swinfield, tailor Thomas Erpe 

and Samuel Barnes, whose occupation was not recorded.124 Pagett and Copshon were two of the 

wealthiest men in the parish, paying tax on five and four hearths respectively.125 The worship was 

led by four former Anglican clergymen who had resigned or been ejected from their livings following 

the Restoration: William Smith from Packington, Matthew Clarke from Narborough, John 

Shuttlewood from Ravenstone and Richard Drayton from Shangton.126  

During a brief period of religious toleration in 1672, the houses of Thomas Pagett, Joseph 

Taylor and John Husband were licenced to hold Presbyterian meetings, and those of Elias Goadby 

and Richard Batts were also licensed, with no denominational label attached.127 It is therefore 

difficult to believe the assertion of Ibstock’s curate J. Grascombe in 1676 that only five women and 

eight men in the village were 'wilful abstainers from the Lord's table', and that even they attended 

church services.128 

The number of nonconformists faded in the decades which followed the 1689 Act of 

Toleration, as the ministers across the region who had lost their livings in 1662, and their followers, 

became older and less energetic, or died.  In 1709, rector John Laughton reported that there were 

                                                           
123 R.H. Evans, 'Nonconformity in Leicestershire in 1669', Trans LAHS, XXV, (1949), 108–9.  
124 Ibid., 126–7. 
125 Ibid., 105–6, 126–7.  
126 Ibid., 127. 
127 Cal. SP Dom., vol. XIII, May-Sept. 1672, pp. 238, 463, 678.  
128 A. Whiteman, The Compton Census of 1676: A Critical Edition (1986), 332n. 
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about 20 Presbyterians 'of all kinds' in Ibstock, about six per cent of the population, but in 1718 and 

1721, just three or four of the 60 families were said to attend Presbyterian meetings. There were 

then no licensed meeting houses in the village.129  

Baptists  
Hugglescote Baptist chapel was established in 1798 from the chapel at Barton-in-the-Beans, 

and stood at the centre of a defined territory which stretched from Coleorton Moor in the north-

west to Stanton-under-Bardon in the south-east.130 In that year Joseph Newbold (bag-hosier and 

grocer), Edward Barrass, Thomas Revel and George Dean also sought and were granted a licence for 

worship in Samuel Pickering’s house in Ibstock.131  

The members of Hugglescote chapel agreed in 1812 that a branch chapel should be built in 

Ibstock.132 Land on what became Chapel Street was purchased in 1814, and conveyed to eleven 

trustees: Samuel Pickering, Edward Barrass, John Bott, George Dean, John Dean, Joseph Green, 

William Green, John Newberry, Joseph Newbold, William Pollard and B. Sperry.133 The building was 

completed later that year, and licensed upon application by Thomas Orton (the Hugglescote 

minister), Samuel Pickering, John Dean and Samuel Massey.134 About 150 people worshipped there 

in 1829.135 The chapel contained 284 seats in 1851, 264 of which were freely available. There were 

two services on Sunday 30 March 1851, attended by 70 people in the afternoon and 171 in the 

evening.136 Land behind the chapel was purchased for a graveyard.137 Fund raising efforts enabled a 

                                                           
129 Broad (ed.), Bishop Wake's Summary, 879; Lincs. Arch., Gibson 4, p. 706; Gibson 12, p. 758. 
130 T. Cook, The Barton Centenary (Leicester, 1845), 18; A. Taylor, The History of the English General 

Baptists, II (London, 1818), 452; ROLLR, N/B/150/1. 
131 ROLLR, 1D 41/44/91. 
132 ROLLR, N/B/150/2, 9 Feb 1812, 8 Mar. 1812, 28 Jun. 1812. 
133 ROLLR, N/B/150/2, 3 Apr. 1814, 1 May 1814, 8 Jun. 1814. 
134 ROLLR, 1D 41/44/276. 
135 ROLLR, QS 95/2/1/166. 
136 TNA, HO 129/413/51. 
137 Leics. Merc. 22 Oct. 1853. 
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new chapel to be added alongside, which opened in 1857, following which the original chapel was 

converted for use by the Sunday school (Figure 13).138  

It was agreed in 1877 that Ibstock would have a minister of its own, and the chapel formally 

split from Hugglescote, with 56 named members forming the Ibstock church.139 An extension was 

added to the chapel in 1878 to provide 600 sittings.140  Membership rose rapidly, from 68 in 1881 to 

150 in 1898, outstripping the rate of increase in the population.141 In 1908, the Sunday school 

classrooms were enlarged, and a new gallery and baptistry were constructed within the church, at a 

cost of c.£1200.142  

 

Figure 13: Ibstock Baptist Church, Chapel Street. The building to the right is the original chapel, built 

in 1814, which was converted to Sunday School rooms when the later chapel (left) was built in 1856.  

                                                           
138 Leics. Merc., 8 Aug. 1857; 20 Mar. 1858; Leic. Jnl, 13 Feb. 1858; 26 Mar. 1858W. White, Hist. Gaz. & Dir. 

of Leics. (Sheffield, 1863), 677.  
139 ROLLR, N/B/150/2, 2 Jul. 1877, 29 Jul. 1877, Nov. 1877. 
140 Kelly’s Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1936) p. 113. 
141 G.T. Rimmington, ‘Baptist membership in rural Leicestershire, 1881-1914’, Baptist Quarterly, 37 (1998), 

393. 
142 ROLLR, DE 3806/Market Bosworth/1908/381; Leic. Chron., 21 Nov. 1908. 
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Following the departure of Revd Robertson in 1975, Ibstock church returned to a joint 

pastorate with Hugglescote, although each church retained its own diaconate.143 Disagreements in 

the 1990s, when there was no minister, led to the resignation of the entire Ibstock diaconate, but 

with the support of lay ministers and a Baptist church in Loughborough, the congregation began to 

grow again in the early years of the 21st century.144  

Wesleyan Methodists and Ibstock Methodist Church 
Richard Chandler’s house was registered for religious meetings in 1819, almost certainly for 

a Wesleyan congregation.145 A piece of land was purchased on Melbourne Road in 1823 and 

conveyed into in the names of thirteen trustees for a Wesleyan church: farmer Richard Chandler, 

shoemaker Richard Lawrence, saddler John Messenger and gardener Joseph Walker, all of Ibstock, 

and nine men from Ashby, Heather, Measham, Odstone, Packington and Swannington.146 A chapel 

was built, and in 1829 a congregation of c.100 people was meeting.147 The building was enlarged in 

c.1840, to accommodate 145 people.148 Afternoon and evening services on 30 March 1851 were 

attended by 90 and 120 people respectively.149  By building around the old walls, which were then 

demolished, a larger church to seat 300 people was created on the same site in 1891. The architect 

was Arthur Wakerley of Leicester, and the builder was James Crane of Ibstock. The total cost was 

£755.150  

The Wesleyan and Primitive Methodist churches merged nationally in 1932. This 

congregation became known as Melbourne Road Methodist church, and was in the Ashby-de-la-

                                                           
143 R.M. Scott, Ibstock Baptist Church: A Short History (Ibstock, 1978), 16. 
144 Information from Revd Roy Monks, minister 2012–18. 
145 ROLLR, 1D 41/44/403. 
146 ROLLR, N/M/73/44. 
147 TNA, HO 129/413/52; ROLLR, QS 95/2/1/166. 
148 Leic. Chron., 25 Sept. 1841; TNA, HO 129/413/52. 
149 TNA, HO 129/413/52. 
150 Leic. Chron., 14 Nov 1891. 
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Zouch (St John’s) circuit.151 It combined with the Curzon Street congregation in 1964, when this 

building became Ibstock Methodist Church.152  

Primitive Methodists 
‘Ranters’, a derogatory name for Primitive Methodists, first met in Ibstock in c.1820. They 

were ‘grossly insulted’ by some residents, leading to a legal action which resulted in heavy expenses. 

No further meetings are recorded in Ibstock until a camp meeting held in 1841, which was ‘well 

attended’.153 A group began to meet regularly in the 1860s in the house of Mr J. Loydall.154 Land was 

purchased in Curzon Street and the foundation stones for a Primitive Methodist chapel, to seat 

nearly 250 people, were laid in 1867.155 The architect was James Kerridge of Wisbech.156 Donations 

for bricks ranged from 1s. to £1, with gifts of £5 from MP Thomas Tertius Paget and £20 from Joseph 

Whetstone of Ibstock Colliery.157 It was the closest chapel to Ibstock colliery and the homes of many 

of the colliery and brickworks employees.  

When the Primitive and Wesleyan Methodist churches merged, as the two churches in 

Ibstock were 900 m. apart and convenient to their own congregations, it was decided that both 

should remain open. This chapel became known as Curzon Street Methodist Church,158 and was in 

the Coalville circuit.159 Thirteen new trustees were appointed in 1938: Joseph James Sparrow and 

Walter Bourne (manager and foreman at Ibstock brickworks), George Sparrow, Charles Deacon and 

George Underwood (pit deputy, miner and former miner), Albert Atkins and William Bourne 

(employed in the boot and shoe industry) George Wilson (boot repairer), Bernard Wilson and 

                                                           
151 Methodist Church Buildings, Statistical Returns (Manchester, 1940), 110. 
152 ROLLR, N/M/73/57, 19 Feb. 1964. 
153 Leic. Chron., 28 Aug. 1841. 
154 Leic. Chron., 14 Mar. 1868. 
155 Leic. Mail, 19 Oct. 1867. 
156 Leic. Chron., 14 Mar. 1868. 
157 Leic. Chron., 19 Oct. 1867; 14 Mar. 1868 
158 ROLLR, N/M/73/57, 6 Jul. 1938. 
159 Methodist Church Buildings, Statistical Returns (Manchester, 1940), 111. 
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George Handy (labourers), Mrs Allen Peat, Mrs Florence Wilson and Miss Frances Baker; almost all 

lived in Curzon Road or its immediate vicinity.160  

The congregation merged with the Melbourne Road congregation in 1964, and the Curzon 

Street building closed.161 The building in Curzon Street was sold. 

A Primitive Methodist chapel was built at the end of West Ellistown Terrace, near Ellistown 

colliery, in 1883–4.162 Isodore Ellis of Ellistown Colliery left a bequest of £50 to this church in 1930, 

with a similar donation to the Wesleyan Reform and Anglican churches in Ellistown.163 The chapel 

was demolished in the later 20th century, probably due to subsidence.  

Wesleyan Reform Methodists 
A number of people broke away from Ibstock Wesleyan church in January 1851, and began 

meeting in a small part of a building under the leadership of Thomas Farmer, a 55-year-old 

cooper.164 By March 1851, a congregation of 25-40 people usually met for worship on Sunday 

afternoons.165 They purchased a piece of land on Narrow Lane (later renamed Reform Road), which 

it is said Ibstock farmer Richard Thirlby sold to them for £1.166 The trustees included a cooper 

(probably Thomas Farmer), a cordwainer and a tallow chandler.167 A chapel was built on the site in 

1855, at a cost of £120.168 The reason for the secession of this particular group is not recorded, but 

its members became part of the Wesleyan Reform Union, whose principal difference with the 

Wesleyans was the Reformers belief that decisions should be made locally, not nationally.169   

                                                           
160 ROLLR, N/M/73/57, 6 Jul. 1938. 
161 ROLLR, N/M/73/57, 19 Feb. 1964. 
162 OS 6” Leics XXIII SE (1904); Leic. Chron., 8 Sept. 1883; 30 Aug. 1884. 
163 Nottingham Eve. Post, 26 Aug. 1930. 
164 TNA, HO 129/413/53; HO 107/2083/420. 
165 TNA, HO 129/413/53. 
166 L.S. Eggington, Ibstock: A Story of her People (? 1984), 6, 18; Mr Eggington saw the receipt for the land 

purchase. 
167 A. Armson, Ibstock: The Story of a Leicestershire Village (Ibstock, 1938), 18. 
168 White, Hist. Gaz. & Dir. Leics. (Sheffield, 1863), 677. 
169 G.T. Rimminington, ‘The Wesleyan Reform Union in Leicestershire during the twentieth century’, 

Leicestershire Historian (2012), 28. 
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The church had 68 members in 1881, and grew to 119 members in 1911, when a larger 

chapel was built on Melbourne Road (Figure 14).170 Henry and Mary Holmes and Bob Beeson, 

described as ‘founders’ of the chapel in one account, may have been the prime movers in finding the 

new site, organising the sponsorship of bricks to raise money, and building the chapel.171 The 

Wesleyan Reform church was very strong across the Leicestershire coalfield area and both Holmes 

and Beeson were miners.172 The hall to the left of what became the church, was originally intended 

as a Sunday School, but a separate schoolroom was built to the rear in 1925, facing Central 

Avenue.173  

 

Figure 14: Ibstock Wesleyan Reform Church, Melbourne Road, built in 1911 to replace an earlier 
chapel of 1855  

 

                                                           
170 Ibid. 
171 Eggington, Ibstock, 3, 6, 18. 
172 TNA, RG 10/3241/72; RG 11/3135/113v. 
173 ROLLR, DE 3806/ Market Bosworth/1911/549; Plaque on building, extant 2019. 
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The Wesleyan Reform Church did not join the Union of Methodist churches in 1932. In 2018, 

Ibstock was one of four Wesleyan Reform churches in the Ashby circuit.174   

Plans were approved in 1903 for a Wesleyan Reform chapel to be built in Battram, which 

would also be in the Ashby circuit. It was a simple building with benches either side of a central aisle, 

and a small gallery.175 It is remarkable that such a small community could build and sustain their own 

chapel. It had just seven members in 1924, but managed to increase that number to 16 by 1935, in a 

period when membership of most of the other reform chapels in circuit was reducing.176 The chapel 

is believed to have closed in the late 1980s. The property was purchased for conversion to a house, 

but was badly affected by subsidence, and demolished in c.1992.177  

Salvation Army 
The ‘Deliverer Cavalry Corps’ of the Salvation Army announced their intention to ‘bombard’ 

Ibstock in 1887, and Sunday evening services were held in the public hall.178 A Salvation Army Hall 

was built by the Welfare sports grounds by 1929.179 A musical instrument was found for any boys 

who wanted to join the band, and they were taught to play.180 The corps was listed in a directory of 

1941,181 but disbanded shortly afterwards.182  

 

                                                           
174 Rimmington, ‘Wesleyan Reform Union’, 29–30; http://www.thewru.com/circuits-churches/ (accessed 27 

May 2018).  
175 ROLLR, DE 3806/ Market Bosworth/1903/77. 
176 Rimmington, ‘Wesleyan Reform Union’, 29. 
177 Ex inf. Vera Harding, owner of the building when it was demolished. 
178 Leic. Chron., 20 Aug. 1887. 
179 OS Map 25”, Leics. XXIII.11 (1929).  
180 Memories of E. Gibson, in J. Carswell (ed.), Ibstock Lives (Coalville, c. 1991), 58. 
181 Kelly’s Dir. Leics. and Rutl. (1941), 111. 
182 Memories of E. Gibson, in J. Carswell (ed.), Ibstock Lives (Coalville, c. 1991), 58. 
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