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LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 

Manor courts and the management of the open fields 
Bertram de Ibestok held a messuage and land in Ibstock in 1301 from Thomas de Garshale 

by homage, fealty and doing suit at Garshale’s court ‘from three weeks to three weeks’.1 No manor 

court rolls survive, nothing is known about the nature of peasant tenure or the services owed to the 

lord, and there are no surviving records of the enfranchisement of copyholders. 

The sale of ‘the manors of Ibstock and Overton’ by William Stafford in 1654 included the 

‘courts baron, courts leet [and] view of frankpledge’.2 On the division of the manor between Samuel 

Bracebridge and Thomas Clare later that year, each received lands, messuages, tenants, and ‘a 

moiety or half of … the courts baron and courts leet and view of frankpledge’, which were to be kept 

in both names.3 This is not evidence that any courts were held. 

The courts may have been in abeyance for some time in 1697, when Ibstock’s landowners 

held ‘severall meetings and debates’ to discuss how best to minimise the ‘great losses and 

inconveyiencyes’ they were suffering through trespass and the overgrazing of the open fields and 

commons of the village.4 It followed a period of substantial population growth and also the inclosure 

of part of the open fields.5 The meeting agreed a set of 35 articles to run for 15 years, which were 

signed by 24 inhabitants, including the rector, Thomas Clare (the lord of one moiety of the manor), 

                                                           
1 G.F. Farnham, Medieval Village Notes, III (Leicester, 1933), 4, citing TNA, CP 40/139, m. 87.  
2 ROLLR, DE 355/39a. 
3 DE 365/21. 
4 ROLLR, DE 390/57/1 
5 Above, 00. 
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Thomas Padgett (gentleman, and possibly a major landowner by this date), seven yeomen, ten 

husbandmen, a wheelwright, a butcher, widow Frances Jennins (probably a freeholder) and a 

labourer. Two field masters were to be appointed annually, responsible for ensuring the by-laws 

were enforced. Everyone occupying half a yardland or more was required to serve as field master, 

with appointments to be made each year on a house-by-house basis. The field masters appointed 

two ‘pinners’ each year, to look after the fields on a daily basis.6 Two trustees from outside the 

township, Thomas Robie of Donington-le-Heath and John Boley of Loughborough, were appointed to 

collect the fines and divide them between the field masters, pinners and the poor of Ibstock in 

proportions laid out within the individual articles; three of the articles also provided payment to an 

informer.7  

The articles lapsed in 1712, and were replaced by new articles in 1717, passed for the ‘town’ 

of Ibstock by the jury at the manor court held for the neighbouring manor of Nailstone. They were 

mostly concerned with seasonal restrictions on common grazing, and were signed by four jurors: 

Harrington Power, Thomas Kemp, Job Varnham and Thomas Carver. The latter three had signed the 

agreement of 1697, and Power was the lord of the one moiety of the manor.8 There is no identifiable 

connection between Nailstone manor and any major landholder in Ibstock in 1717.   

Parish Government 

The Vestry  
Vestry minutes survive from 1824 to 1890. Two overseers for the poor, two surveyors of the 

roads and a headborough were elected annually, and one churchwarden was elected annually from 

1838.9 Constables and the assessors and collectors of national taxes probably served for several 

years, as elections were recorded infrequently. Their number increased as the village grew, for 

example, three constables and two collectors were elected in 1871, and six assessors and ten 

                                                           
6 ROLLR, DE 390/57/1; see above, 00 for the relevant provisions. 
7 ROLLR, DE 390/57/1; details of the articles are above, 00. 
8 ROLLR, DE 390/58. 
9 ROLLR, DE 4565/7, churchwarden at 16 Mar. 1838. 
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constables were chosen in 1881.10 The constables’ duties included conducting a ‘strict inspection’ of 

public houses, to prevent card-playing and reduce drunkenness ‘by enforcing the existing laws’.11 

The parish had a small lock-up or ‘round house’, which had ‘violently been pulled down’ in 1835, and 

was rebuilt in 1836 behind the parish houses known as Sand Pit Row.12 

The installation of gas lighting was popular, but controversial, probably due to the cost. A 

vestry meeting in favour of proceeding in 1877 was met with demands for a poll of parish 

ratepayers. Although 276 ratepayers were in favour and only 42 against, the decision was still 

challenged, but after two further meetings the decision was still in favour. A separate rate was 

raised, to collect £165.13  The gas was supplied by the Ibstock Gas Company. The gas holder was on 

Common Hill, at the junction of Pretoria Road and Spring Road.14 

Poor Law Administration 
Annual expenditure on the poor fluctuated widely, but if outliers are removed, the increase 

from £434 in 1803 to £700 in 1829 (61 per cent) is not out of line with the experience in other 

counties.15 The decline of the framework-knitting industry probably accounted for much of the 

increase in Ibstock.  

Nichols recorded that there were 30 people in a workhouse at Ibstock in 1776,16 but the 

figures he gives are from a parliamentary return which makes it clear that the workhouse was in 

‘Hugglescote and Donington’.17 That building may have been shared with Ibstock, or Ibstock’s 

payments for ‘workhouses and other habitations’ may relate to its own parish houses. Any 

                                                           
10 Ibid., 23 Feb. 1871; 24 Feb. 1881. 
11 Ibid, 26 Nov. 1835; 12 Apr. 1838. 
12 Ibid., 10 Dec. 1835; 21 Jan. 1836 
13 Ibid., 30 Aug 1877, 10 Sep. 1877, 24 Apr. 1879, 19 Aug. 1880. 15 Sep. 1882 
14 Leic. Chron., 13 Aug. 1898; OS Map 6”, Leics. XXIII.SE (1904 edn). 
15 Report from Committee appointed to Inspect the Returns made by the Overseers of the Poor (Parl. Papers 

1776–7), p. 385; Returns on the Expense and Maintenance of the Poor (Parl. Papers 1803–4 (175), xiii), pp. 

262–3; Returns Relative to the Expense and Maintenance of the Poor (Parl. Papers 1818 (82) xix), pp. 230–31; 

Select Committee on Poor Rate returns (Parl. Papers 1825 (334), iv), p. 119; M. Blaug, ‘The myth of the old 

poor law and the making of the new’, Journal of Economic History (1963), 164. 
16 Nichols, History, IV, 751. 
17 Report on Overseers of the Poor, p. 385. 
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arrangement to share the workhouse probably ceased in 1787, when Ibstock’s overseers borrowed 

£100 from Henry Rowell to purchase the ‘Hemp House’ from Leonard Palmer and convert it into ‘a 

workhouse for the use of the parish’.18 Known as the ‘house of industry’ in 1817, this building 

contained ten residents in 1803, who earned £2 18s. towards their keep.19 The overseers’ accounts 

between 1820 and 1825 show purchases of hurds (the waste from flax or hemp), and wages paid for 

spinning, weaving, warping and making bobbin-net lace.20 The location of the building is unknown. 

The tithe award of 1838 listed a ‘workhouse close’, but this was set well back from the road and is 

more likely to have been a piece of land used to grow flax, hemp or food for the workhouse 

residents.21 

The details recorded within the vestry minutes between 1824 and 1836 suggest that the 

parish had adopted the Sturges Bourne Act of 1819, probably in an attempt to improve control of 

poor law expenditure, although the necessary magistrates’ approval has not been found. This Act 

enabled a parish to establish a select vestry ‘for the concerns of the Poor’ of between five and 20 

‘Substantial Householders or Occupiers’ chosen in an open vestry meeting, to meet fortnightly to 

decide the nature and amount of poor relief to be given on a case-by-case basis.22 Ibstock’s apparent 

select vestry had 20 members in 1836.23 

Poor Law Union 
Despite Ibstock and Donington being within the same parish in 1834, because they had 

separate poor law officers they were treated separated and each assigned to the new Poor Law 

Union based in their nearest market town, Market Bosworth for Ibstock and Ashby for Hugglescote. 

                                                           
18 TNA, MH 12/6566/1837, abstract of title; MH 12/6566/1838, f. 240. 
19 Leic. Chron., 29 Mar. 1817; Returns on the Expense and Maintenance of the Poor (Parl. Papers 1803–4 (175), 

xiii), pp. 262–3. 
20 ROLLR, DE 390/7-8. 
21 ROLLR, Ti/155/1. 
22 59 Geo. III, c. 12; S.A. Shave, Pauper Policies: Poor Law Practice in England, 1780–1850 (Manchester, 

2017), 113–4; for examples of decisions, see above, 00.   
23 ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 17 Mar. 1836. 
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This was of no significance in the 1830s, but from the 1870s, and especially from 1894, this caused 

some tensions and may have proved disadvantageous to Ibstock over the longer term. 

Most of the 28 parishes in Market Bosworth Union were largely dependent upon agriculture, 

with pockets of industry at Ibstock (framework knitting and mining), Markfield (quarrying) and Ratby 

(framework-knitting). Ibstock was one of five parishes represented by two guardians.24  

After the Union workhouse opened in Market Bosworth in 1837, Ibstock’s parish workhouse 

was no longer required. The premises were auctioned in 1839 and the proceeds of £283 used to 

clear the outstanding mortgage and reduce Ibstock’s share of the cost of building the Union 

workhouse.25  

Burial Board 
A committee of three churchmen and three nonconformists was formed in 1880, with the 

rector at its head, to discuss the provision of a cemetery.26 A site on Pegg’s Lane (later renamed 

Pretoria Road) was given by Thomas Tertius Paget MP.27 Eleven men stood at the first election for 

eight seats on the board. Revd John Bennett, Richard Thomas (doctor), John Cart (farmer), William 

Thirlby (farmer), William Rowell (farmer), Thomas Bailey (postmaster), John Dormer (plumber) and 

Thomas Hextall (builder/carpenter) were elected.28 The records do not reveal how many of them 

were nonconformists. The vestry approved construction costs of £1,000, to include a chapel, lodge 

and wall with entrance gates.29 The cemetery opened in 1883.30 The work of the board was absorbed 

into the parish council from 1894. 

                                                           
24 TNA, MH 12/6566/1836, memorandum 16 Jan. 1836 from Richard Hall. 
25 ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 26 Jun. 1837; TNA, MH 6566/1839, statement on sale. 
26 London  Gaz., 6 Sep. 1881, 4593–4; 1 Nov. 1881, 5346–7; Leic. Chron., 24 Jan 1880; ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 15 

Jan. 1880. 
27 ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 11 Aug. 1881. 
28 Ibid., 13 Dec. 1881  
29 Leic. Chron., 25 Feb. 1882; ROLLR, DE 4565/7, 23 Feb. 1882. 
30 ROLLR, DE 8444/2 (note in parish register). 
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Rural Sanitary Authority  
The Sanitary Authorities established in 1872 mirrored the Poor Law Unions, and Ibstock 

became the most populous settlement within Market Bosworth Rural Sanitary Authority.31 The 

authority purchased 41 a. of land in Ibstock in 1889, stretching south from Pretoria Road round the 

eastern side of Copson and Orchard Streets towards Ibstock Grange, and this was mostly laid out as 

allotments.32  Other allotments were provided off Pretoria Road, in the Penistone Road area, behind 

the houses near Ellistown colliery and in Battram.33 

Ibstock was developing the character of a town, with problems of overcrowding, polluted 

water supplies, inadequate sewerage provision and the rapid spread of infectious diseases. There 

were 24 cases of typhoid in 1890, including 20 in Meadow Row where the privies and ashpits were 

full and there was no clean drinking water. In Deacons Lane, eight houses shared two privies which 

were full to overflowing, and there were not enough privies at the school for the number of 

children.34 The soil was so polluted in Chapel Street that the medical officer advised that cleaning the 

wells and pump or sinking a new well would only be a short-term solution. A source of fresh water 

was needed, and would be available from Ellistown [colliery].35 A committee was established, and 

recommended laying drains and converting privies to pail closets, which would be emptied weekly.36 

Little progress was made. Two years later there was a complaint that the wells of newly-built 

cottages were polluted by sewage seeping through the ground from older houses further up the hill 

which had no drains.37  

Figures for infectious diseases across the sanitary authority’s area emphasise both the issues 

faced within Ibstock, and how much it differed from the remainder of the district. In the third 

                                                           
31 VCH Leics. III, 179–203. 
32 Leic. Chron., 6 Aug. 1898; OS Map 25”, Leics. XXIII.15 (1903 edn). 
33 OS Map, 25”, Leics XXIII.11 (1903 edn); XXIII.16 (1903 edn). 
34 ROLLR, DE 3640/159, pp. 361–2.  
35 Leic. Chron., 29 Mar. 1890 
36 ROLLR, DE 3640/159, p. 364. 
37 Leicester Chronicle, 3 Dec. 1892; 10 Dec. 1892. 
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quarter of 1894, 90 cases of scarlet fever, typhoid and smallpox were notified across the district, 87 

of which were within Ibstock.38 They included 12 cases of smallpox in Ibstock between 15 May and 

29 August, one of which proved fatal.39 When the first three cases were notified, medical officer Dr 

Turner commandeered the former British School building and engaged two nurses.40 When more 

cases were confirmed, he recommended that a 12-bed isolation hospital was built away from the 

village. A site was found on Common Hill, between Pretoria Road and the brickworks, and a tender 

for £65 was accepted by the authority for a wooden building on brick foundations.41 It opened within 

two weeks.42  

There had been little resolution of these issues when the work of the sanitary authority was 

absorbed into the rural district council in 1894. 

Local Government after 1894 

Parish Council 
The new parish councils had relatively little power, yet a feeling that Ibstock’s pressing 

public health issues were not being taken seriously enough may help to account for the interest 

shown in elections to the first parish council in 1894. Voters in Battram and Ellistown wanted the 

parish to be divided into wards, but this was declined to minimise election expenses.43 Ten seats 

were available.44 The Liberals were keen to field ten candidates, and with 19 people wishing to stand 

under the Liberal banner, they held their own preliminary ballot to decide who would be 

nominated.45 The Conservatives also had ten candidates, and four others also stood, at least some of 

                                                           
38 ROLLR, DE 3640/160, p. 173. 
39 Ibid., pp. 188–9. 
40 Ibid., pp.150–2. 
41 Ibid., p. 154. 
42 Ibid., pp. 158, 162, 164–5, 173.  
43 Leic. Chron., 30 Jun. 1894. 
44 Leic. Jnl, 30 Nov. 1894. 
45 Leic. Chron., 24 Nov. 1894. 



 

8 
 

whom were almost certainly political Radicals.46 Only two Conservatives were elected alongside 

eight Liberals.47  

The parish council purchased land beyond the brook behind Orchard and Copson Streets in 

1897 to provide a recreation ground to mark Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee.48 The council’s desire 

to adopt the Baths and Washhouses Act in 1898, to provide ‘a bathing tank’ to benefit colliery 

workers without adequate washing facilities at home, had to be delayed as the site relied on water 

from the brook, which was contaminated by sewage.49 That problem was resolved when the district 

council opened the sewerage works in 1898.50 The plans appear to have been changed to create a 

recreational facility, rather than one that was purely functional, and ‘public baths’ fed by the brook 

opened on the recreation ground in 1899. There was no roof and the water was unheated, but 1,922 

people had paid for admission by the end of the first ‘season’.51 The baths had closed by 1927.52 

Ibstock lacked a non-denominational public building, for parish council meetings, social 

activities and coroners’ inquests, which unfortunately happened with some regularity in mining 

communities and were held in public houses, adding to the distress of some nonconformist families. 

The parish council purchased the former British School for £6 for this purpose in 1897.53 

Demonstrating the views of an increasing number of residents that Ibstock had or should become a 

town, the building was named the ‘Town Hall’.54  

Local pride, petty jealousies and the desire of Liberal and Radical voices to defeat 

Conservative views combined to raise the question of urban status in the public mind. Coalville, 

which was an ecclesiastical but not a civil parish at the time, had been pushing to become part of 

                                                           
46 Leic. Chron., 15 Dec. 1894. 
47 Leic. Jnl, 21 Dec. 1894. 
48 Leic. Chron., 24 Apr. 1897. 
49 Leic. Chron., 13 Aug. 1898. 
50 Leic. Chron., 30 Jul. 1898. 
51 Leic. Chron., 15 Jul. 1899, 23 Sep. 1899; 24 Mar. 1900; S.W. Wallace, Sports Societies in Ibstock during the 

Present Century (Ibstock, 1983), 9. 
52 OS Map 6”, Leics. XXIII.SE (1904 edn); (1931 edn). 
53 Leic. Chron., 13 Nov. 1897; 18 Dec. 1897; 19 Mar. 1898; 18 Mar. 1899. 
54 Leic. Chron., 18 Feb. 1899; 18 Mar. 1899. 
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Whitwick Urban District since 1889, and a request for the parish of Hugglescote and Donington to be 

constituted an urban district was put before the county council in 1891.55 Coalville Urban District 

Council was formed in 1895.56 At a parish council meeting in 1899, Thomas Hextall, who had been 

Ibstock’s first county councillor, moved that they should apply to the county council for Ibstock to be 

constituted an urban district. The call was perhaps too late. The previous year the district council 

had laid sewers in some streets, opened a sewerage works in Ibstock, and improved some road 

surfaces. It was also pointed out that the costs to obtain the expert evidence and legal advice 

required to become an urban district could be substantial. A decision was initially deferred for three 

months.57  The topic was still being debated without resolution in 1913.58 It then appears to have 

simply faded from Ibstock’s concerns.  

The parish council was instrumental in arranging for Ibstock to be connected to the 

telephone network in 1911, when preference was given to towns.59  

One important way in which the parish council looks after parish interests in the later 20th 

and 21st centuries is by ensuring that agreed contributions to public funds from property 

developments in Ibstock are of benefit to the community. By this means they have added new 

facilities to the Welfare sports ground and other recreation areas.  

In 2019 the parish was divided into three wards and had 13 parish councillors. There were 

three committees, for planning, employment and parks and play areas.  

District Council 
The rural sanitary authority became Market Bosworth Rural District Council in 1894.60 It had 

40 members, five of whom were elected to represent Ibstock: Samuel Bridget (miner, Liberal), 

                                                           
55 Leic. Chron., 26 Oct. 1889; 9 May 1891.  
56 Leic. Chron., 19 Jan. 1895. 
57 Leic. Chron., 18 Feb. 1899. 
58 Leic. Chron., 20 Sep. 1913. 
59 Melton Mowbray Merc., 9 Mar. 1911; Leic. Daily Post, 20 Nov. 1911. 
60 56 & 57 Vict., c. 73. 
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Thomas Hextall JP (retired builder and carpenter, Liberal), Joseph Palmer (innkeeper, Liberal), 

William Philpott Sheppard (colliery proprietor, Conservative) and William Thirlby (farmer, 

Conservative).61  

In 1896, the Rural District Council resolved to purchase land for an isolation hospital that 

would serve the needs of the whole district.62 Ibstock had already been provided with an isolation 

hospital by the sanitary authority, and Ibstock councillors were reluctant to receive infectious 

children from other villages. They accepted that the hospital needed to be near a centre of 

population, and had little choice but to accept that meant it would be in Ibstock. Thomas Hextall 

suggested that a small iron building with eight beds could be erected in a corner of ‘the allotment 

field’ mid-way between the public baths and Ibstock Grange.63 A plan and tender were accepted for 

£230,64 and the hospital was open by 1899.65 

Of greater benefit to the parish was laying of sewers, which the district council began to 

tackle in 1898, and the construction of the sewerage works, which opened that year.66 

Under the local government reforms of the 1970s, the Boundary Commission proposed to 

merge Hinckley Urban District and Market Bosworth Rural District to create the new district of 

Hinckley and Bosworth, and to create a new district in the north-west of the county which would 

include the urban and rural districts of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, the urban districts of Ashby Woulds and 

Coalville and the Castle Donington rural district. 67 Ibstock parish council and many residents lobbied 

to join the new NorthWest Leicestershire district, on the grounds that Ibstock’s affinities and social 

ties were with Coalville, rather than Hinckley.68 The Commission agreed to the request, and Ibstock 

                                                           
61 ROLLR, DE 3640/160, pp. 196–7; Leic. Chron., 8 Dec. 1894; Leic. Jnl, 21 Dec. 1894.  
62 ROLLR, DE 3640/160, p. 341.  
63 Leic. Chron., 1 and 8 Jan. 1898. 
64 Leic. Chron., 19 Feb. 1898. 
65 ROLLR, DE 3640/161, pp. 134, 152, 165, 190, 205, 381. 
66 Leic. Chron., 30 Jul. 1898. 
67 Local Government Boundary Commission for England, Report 1 (Parl. Papers 1972–3 [Cmnd 5148], xv), p. 

465. 
68 Coventry Evening Telegraph, 8 Jun. 1972. 
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became part of North West Leicestershire District in 1974.69 Coalville is the largest settlement in the 

council area, with a population of 36,801 in 2011. As the ‘principal town’ the regeneration of its high 

street is a higher priority than attracted inward investment to Ibstock, where services are seen as 

needing only to meet local needs on a day-to-day basis.70  

Ibstock was divided into two wards for district council elections in 2019, and elected two of 

the 38 councillors serving NorthWest Leicestershire District. 

                                                           
69 Local Government Boundary Commission, pp. 354, 466. 
70 NorthWest Leicestershire District Council, ‘Adopted Written Statement, 2011–31’, 12, 24. 


