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Situated by the Thames opposite the village of Streatley (Berks.), Goring village grew rapidly 

from the mid 19th century, its setting and improved communications attracting wealthy 

incomers who transformed its character.1 Its large ancient parish, perhaps the core of an 

Anglo-Saxon minster parochia and royal estate, encompassed the nearby riverside hamlets 

of Cleeve and Gatehampton to north and south, and extended eastwards into areas of more 

dispersed settlement at Goring Heath on the Chiltern hills, where a large tract of common 

heathland was enclosed in 1812. A small Augustinian nunnery founded at the parish church 

soon after 1100 continued until the Dissolution, and almshouses established in the village 

and at Goring Heath in the early 18th century remained active as charities in 2017. Following 

the opening of a toll bridge to Streatley in 1837 (replacing a ferry) and of a station on the 

Great Western Railway in 1840, the village became a fashionable riverside resort for the 

middle and upper classes, who built substantial new houses and established social and 

sporting clubs. The village’s expansion continued throughout the 20th century, when it 

                                                      
1 This account was written in 2017 and revised in 2019. 
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absorbed Cleeve entirely. Goring Heath, by contrast, largely maintained its rural character 

despite attracting some large houses, and in 1952 was joined with part of Whitchurch to form 

a separate civil parish. 

 

               

 

LANDSCAPE, SETTLEMENT, AND BUILDINGS 

 

Parish Boundaries 

 

In 1878 Goring parish extended some 4¾ miles (c.7.5 km) from Goring village beside the 

Thames to Nuney Green on the Chiltern hills, covering 4,610 a. in all.2 Its boundaries may 

reflect those of a large late Anglo-Saxon estate subdivided before the Norman Conquest, 

designed to include both riverside farmland and upland woods and heath.3 The southern 

boundary with Whitchurch (partly described c.1012)4 was perambulated in 1805,5 when from 

the Thames by Hartslock wood it briefly followed part of the ancient ‘Tuddingway’,6 before 

zig-zagging along hedges uphill to Coombe End. From there the boundary became 

straighter across the former common heath (leaving Whitchurch’s common to the south), 

before veering southwards to include part of the scattered hamlet of Collins End. The short 

eastern boundary with Mapledurham principally followed a minor road heading north to 

Nuney Green, from where the long northern boundary with South Stoke turned west, first 

along woodland banks, and then across part of the former Woodcote heath near Greenmoor 

                                                      
2 OS Area Bk (1878); OHC, tithe map. 
3 Above, vol. overview. 
4 Sawyer S.927; Grundy, Saxon Oxon. 73–5; S.E. Kelly (ed.), Charters of Abingdon Abbey, II (2001), 
pp. 531−5; below, Whitchurch, landscape etc. 
5 OHC, E1/M2/E/5. 
6 Below (communics). 

The parish of Goring c.1850. Source: K. 
Tiller and G. Darkes (eds), An Historical 
Atlas of Oxfordshire (ORS 67, 2010). 



 
VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Goring (July 2019) • © VCH Oxfordshire • Intro. • p. 3 
 

Hill, where an ancient cross was mentioned in 1810.7 Beyond there it ran downhill along 

open-field headlands to the Thames near South Stoke village. The western boundary with 

Streatley and Basildon (both Berks.) followed that of the shire along the river, bringing into 

Goring the greater part of Streatley mill, the whole of the bridge erected in 1837, and some 

small islands near there and at Cleeve.8 A ‘county cross’ formerly stood south of Streatley 

mill,9 and a large sarsen stone marked the parish and county boundary north of the bridge.10 

 Boundary changes in 1952 significantly reduced the parish, whose eastern half 

(2,108 a.) was combined with 729 a. from Whitchurch to form the new parish of Goring 

Heath (2,837 a.). A further 129 a. was lost to Woodcote parish (newly created from part of 

South Stoke), leaving Goring itself with 2,373 acres.11 Following minor adjustments in 1991 

and 2003,12 Goring Heath was left with 2,827 a. (1,144 ha), and Goring with 2,375 a. (961 

ha).13 

 

Landscape 

 

Goring village lies in the Goring Gap, the name given to the narrowing of the Thames valley 

to a gorge-like passage through chalk hills (the Berkshire downs to the west and the Chiltern 

hills to the east).14 The place-names Goring and Gatehampton may refer to this feature, 

denoting ‘people of the gore (wedge of land)’ and ‘home farm by the gate or gap’, although 

suggested alternatives are ‘Gara’s people’ and ‘goat home farm’.15 The narrow valley floor 

(45 m. above OD), containing both Gatehampton and Goring village, is formed from river 

gravels and alluvium, although Cleeve (whose place-name means ‘cliff’) stands slightly 

higher at 55 m., on a chalk outcrop formerly quarried for lime and stone. To the north and 

east of the village the Chiltern scarp has light and free-draining chalk soils which were 

formerly cultivated as open fields, while the scarp itself is incised by short dry valleys, of 

which one gave its name to Elvendon (‘elves’ valley’), and another to Coombe (‘valley’). 

                                                      
7 OHC, Goring Heath enclo. award; ibid. E1/H/8.  
8 Below (communics); econ. hist. (milling; fishing). Small islands downstream of the village were 
excluded. 
9 VCH Berks. III, 511. 
10 J. Westwood, ‘An Ancient Boundary-Marker of Oxfordshire County’, SOAG Bulletin 43 (1987), 35–
7. 
11 Census, 1961. The ecclesiastical parish was unaffected: Goring Parish Mag. (Apr. 1952). 
12 Berks., Bucks., Hants., Oxon., and Surrey (County Boundaries) Order 1991; South Oxon. 
(Parishes) Order 2000. 
13 Census, 2011. 
14 Sir A. Strahan, The Geology of the Thames Valley near Goring (1924); A. Morigi et al., The Thames 
through Time: The Archaeology of the Gravel Terraces of the Upper and Middle Thames: Early 
Prehistory: to 1500 BC (2011), 3, 10. 
15 PN Oxon. I, 52, 55; M. Gelling, ‘Addenda and Corrigenda to the “The Place-Names of Oxfordshire”’, 
Oxoniensia 22 (1957), 110; E. Ekwall, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names (4th 
edn, 1960), 193, 201; V. Watts, The Cambridge Dictionary of English Place-Names (2004), 256. 
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Great Chalk Wood was formerly ‘Chalcore’, an Anglo-Saxon place-name meaning ‘chalk 

bank’. The rest of the former parish (including the whole of what is now Goring Heath) lies at 

120–160 m. on a gently undulating plateau, where the chalk hills are capped both by clay 

and sand deposits and by gravels and flints. The former were important to Goring’s pottery, 

brick, and tile industries, while the latter were periodically quarried for road and building 

stone. Woodland is extensive, and small medieval parks existed at Elvendon and at 

Applehanger (near Beech Farm), while the wide expanse of Goring heath dominated the 

parish’s south-eastern part until 19th-century enclosure.16 

 

 

 

 Goring’s chalk geology meant that surface water was largely absent, and until the 

20th century most inhabitants of Goring Heath obtained their water from scattered clay-lined 

ponds. Cray’s pond (recalling a local family) was so named by 1670,17 and others (such as 

Cheesemore and Furzemore) have names ultimately derived from Old English mere or 

‘pond’, suggesting considerable antiquity.18 In 1805 the ponds were reportedly polluted by 

geese commoned on the heath, a problem presumably resolved by enclosure in 1812, when 

public access to seven ponds was maintained.19 Closer to the river at Cleeve, two springs ‘of 

a lactaceous colour’ were regarded as medicinal by the 17th century, and were still exploited 

in the 18th.20 From 1890 the Goring & Streatley District Gas & Water Co. pumped water from 

a deep well at Cleeve uphill to a reservoir by Icknield Road, from where it was piped by 

                                                      
16 Geol. Surv. Map 1:50000 (solid and drift), sheet 254 (1980 edn); OS Map 1:25000, sheet 171 (2009 
edn); PN Oxon. I, 51−2; below, econ. hist. For ‘Chalcore’, see also M. Gelling and A. Cole, The 
Landscape of Place-Names (2000), 298, 308; below (settlement). Both topography and early spelling 
forms indicate that Elvendon is named from Old English denu ‘valley’, rather than dūn ‘hill’, pace PN 
Oxon. I, 52. For an association between ‘elf’ place-names and valleys, A. Hall, ‘Are There Any Elves 
in Anglo-Saxon Place-Names?’, Nomina 29 (2006), 61−80. 
17 ‘Creyes pond’: OHC, E1/9/1D/12; cf. ibid. par. reg. transcript, s.v. Cray. 
18 PN Oxon. II, 459; W. Barefield-Hutt, Hardwick (2010), 74.  
19 Ibid. E1/M2/E/5; ibid. Goring Heath enclo. award. 
20 R. Plot, The Natural History of Oxfordshire (1677), 48; below, social hist. (1500–1800). 

The eponymous ‘elves’ valley’ at Elvendon 
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gravity to customers in the village.21 Another reservoir was built at Woodcote in 1906, 

enabling the company (renamed the South Oxfordshire Water & Gas Co. in 1905) to extend 

its supply to surrounding settlements.22 River flooding on the lower ground has occasionally 

been destructive, as in 1894 when several houses were inundated and floodwater in the 

church lay 14 inches deep.23 Flood marks at Cleeve mill survive from 1711, the highest one 

recorded in 1809.24 

 

Communications 

 

Roads, Bridges, and Ferries 

 

Goring lies at an early river crossing and at the intersection of several early long-distance 

routes. Many remain in use at least in part, although the only local road to be turnpiked (in 

1764) was the modern A329 from Shillingford through Streatley to Reading, which lies on the 

Berkshire bank, and partly preserves the course of the Roman road from Dorchester to 

Silchester.25 The intersecting (and pre-Roman) Icknield Way26 probably forded the Thames 

at the site of the present-day Goring and Streatley bridge,27 which may also mark the site of 

the Anglo-Saxon slottisford;28 from there it perhaps continued east through the later village 

before heading north-east past Grove Farm, along the surviving lane to Ipsden. The route 

was known as ‘Ikeneldeswey’ in 136629 and as ‘the way from Goring to Watlington called 

Iknylwey’ in 1438,30 and by the 17th century had gained a local reputation for lawlessness, 

being ‘much used by stealers of cattle’.31 Other routes possibly in use during the Roman 

period included one connecting Benson with Pangbourne (Berks.) via Goring Heath (at Cold 

                                                      
21 H. Taunt, Goring, Streatley and the Neighbourhood (1894), 10; Another Look at Goring and 
Streatley (Goring & Streatley Local Hist. Soc., 1999), 31. 
22 VCH Oxon. VII, 95; XVI, 329; London Gaz. 15 Nov. 1904, p. 7385; 4 July 1905, p. 4628. For 
gasworks, below, econ. hist. (trades). 
23 Goring Parish Mag. (Dec. 1894); A Picture History of Goring and Streatley (Goring & Streatley 
Local Hist. Soc., 1986), 36. 
24 GGA, notes by F.C. Dixon. 
25 VCH Oxon. XVIII, 395; disturnpiked in 1874. For the Roman road, Oxon. Atlas, 17, 25. 
26 Oxon. Atlas, 28–9. For a summary of recent literature on the Icknield Way, R. Peberdy, ‘From 
Goring towards Henley: The Course, History and Significance of a Medieval Oxfordshire Routeway’, 
Oxoniensia 77 (2012), 101–2. 
27 Rather than near the former ferry to its south: W. Hewett, The History and Antiquities of the 
Hundred of Compton, Berks (1844), 106; below, settlement. 
28 A.J. Grayson, ‘Thames Crossings near Wallingford from Roman to Early Norman Times’, 
Oxoniensia 75 (2010), 12; cf. M. Gelling, The Place-Names of Berkshire (1973), II, 507. The bars or 
slots of the place-name referred perhaps to multiple river channels between small islands.   
29 Eynsham Cart. II, no. 673. 
30 OHC, E1/M1/CR/30. 
31 Plot, Natural Hist. Oxon. 316. 
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Harbour),32 and another descending from Upper Basildon to a ford near the present 

Gatehampton railway bridge. That or a neighbouring ford was called bestlesforda in a 

(probably forged) charter of AD 68733 and the ‘ford next to Mattukeslede’ before 1251,34 

while a ford north of the village (close to the South Stoke boundary) was named sunesforda 

in a charter of c.895, and Runsford by c.1260.35 By the 14th century most such fords had 

apparently been superseded by a ferry (below), their disappearance perhaps related to the 

construction of the various mills and weirs. 

 

 

 

 

 Later medieval roads included several termed ‘royal way’ (via regia). One towards 

Reading (mentioned in 1346)36 was evidently the ‘Tuddingway’,37 a long-distance route from 

Wallingford which may be of Anglo-Saxon or earlier origin, and which largely followed the 

east bank of the Thames through South Stoke, Cleeve, Goring, Gatehampton, and 

Whitchurch.38 Over time the section through Gatehampton fell out of use and was 

succeeded by a more circuitous route to Reading via Cray’s Pond (the modern B4526), 

                                                      
32 J. Sharpe and P. Carter, ‘A “New” Roman Road East of the Thames from Benson to Pangbourne’, 
SOAG Bulletin 62 (2008), 7–12.  
33 Sawyer S.239; VCH Berks. III, 458; T.G. Allen, N. Barton and A. Brown, Lithics and Landscape: 
Archaeological Discoveries on the Thames Water Pipeline at Gatehampton Farm, Goring, Oxfordshire 
1985–92 (1995), 126; Grayson, ‘Thames Crossings’, 12; cf. Gelling, Place-Names of Berks. II, 512–
13. 
34 Boarstall Cart. no. 202. 
35 Sawyer S.354; Gelling, Place-Names of Berks. II, 531–2; Goring Charters, I, nos 10, 13; cf. below, 
econ. hist. (fishing). The form sunesforda is probably a scribal error for runesforda. 
36 Goring Charters, II, no. 239. 
37 Ibid. I, no. 72. 
38 P. Preece, ‘The Tuddingway, an Ancient Road’, Oxon. Local Hist. 8.1 (2006), 3–10; cf. Goring 
Charters, I, nos 29, 72; II, p. lxxxiii, nos 218, 256. 

The Goring area, shown on Thomas Jeffery’s 1767 map of 
Oxfordshire. Note the plethora of routes across Goring heath. 
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which was still only a ‘green way’ in 1671.39 On the eastern edge of Goring heath it met the 

road from Woodcote (known later as Long Tow or Toll),40 which in 1639 was ‘the highway 

from Reading to Wallingford’.41 Also surviving only in part is the medieval ‘royal way to 

Henley’ (mentioned in 1353),42 which was probably the ‘portway’ of c.1310.43 That passed 

north of Gatehampton and through Coombe End before crossing Goring heath, connecting 

with the surviving Deadman’s Lane (so called by 1775), then heading north-east towards 

Rotherfield Peppard.44 Lesser routes included Elvendon Lane (‘Litleweye’ in 1364)45 and 

Beech Lane (‘Grenelane’ in 1369),46 whilst Lockstile way (first recorded c.1300) was 

probably the lane connecting Goring with Cleeve mill,47 known later as Marge Lane.48 

Routes across Goring heath were rationalized at enclosure in 1812, when the relatively 

straight road from Woodcote to Whitchurch was established.49  

 

Ferries and Bridges  By 1382 the ford between Goring and Streatley had been abandoned 

in favour of a ferry owned by Goring priory,50 which ran from a wharf c.250 m. further south 

at the end of Ferry Lane.51 At the Dissolution it was worth 3s. 4d. a year.52 Ownership 

remained with Goring Priory manor until at least 1654,53 but in 1717 (following a legal 

dispute) it was granted to Richard Butler of Streatley,54 the ferryman’s house lying on the 

Streatley bank.55 The ferry was replaced in 1834 by one further upstream at Goring lock,56 

which in 1837 was bought by the commissioners of the new Goring and Streatley toll bridge, 

a consortium of 79 local gentlemen established by Act of Parliament, who raised £9,000 on 

mortgage. A wooden bridge was completed later that year, with iron rails and a central 

                                                      
39 OHC, E1/3/1D/7. 
40 TNA, HO 107/1691; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1899). 
41 Bodl. MS C17:49 (170). 
42 Goring Charters, II, no. 218. 
43 Ibid. I, no. 87; II, nos 196, 199, 209. 
44 Peberdy, ‘From Goring towards Henley’, 91–105 (suggesting Anglo-Saxon origins); Oxf. Jnl Syn. 17 
Jan. 1775. 
45 Goring Charters, I, p. xiv; II, no. 255. Now partly known as Battle Road, perhaps from the medieval 
Bataill(e) family: PN Oxon. I, 53. 
46 Goring Charters, II, no. 257. 
47 Ibid. I, no. 56; II, nos 198, 219, 253. Lockstile (‘locstigle’ c.1181: ‘stile by the lock’) may refer to the 
flash lock at Cleeve: BL, Add. MS 78123 C(1) (for location); Goring Charters, I, no. 1; PN Oxon. I, 52–
3 (mistakenly associating it with Hart’s lock); below (river and railway). 
48 OHC, Goring enclo. award; ibid. P432/7/M1/1. 
49 Ibid. Goring Heath enclo. award; ibid. PAR115/16/H1/1–2; below, Whitchurch, landscape etc.; cf. 
Jefferys, Oxon. Map (1767); Davis, Oxon. Map (1797). 
50 Cornwall RO, AR/37/42. 
51 BL, Add. MS 78123 A; Valor Eccl. II, 206 (‘ye ferryage money at Goring wharf’). 
52 TNA, E 315/406/1, f. 40. 
53 e.g. OHC, E1/M2/E/1; ibid. Gen. XIV/i/1; TNA, C 2/Eliz/W5/54.  
54 Bodl. MS Hearne's Diaries 74, pp. 168–9; TNA, C 66/3531, ro. 2. 
55 OHC, P432/7/M1/1; ibid. Hen. I/iv/70. 
56 F.S. Thacker, The Thames Highway (1968 edn), II, 210; F.D. Godsell, ‘The Thames at Goring Gap: 
Part Two, from 1800’ (unpubl. typescript, 1994, in GGA), 6; cf. Berks. RO, R/D78/2/7/1–6. 
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tollhouse. A further Act in 1915 empowered them to rebuild it, but having failed to do so they 

transferred it in 1922 to Berkshire and Oxfordshire county councils,57 which the following 

year reconstructed it in reinforced concrete with oak balustrades, freed it from tolls, and 

removed the tollhouse.58 

 

  

 

 

 

A Basildon man ran a separate ferry from Oase mill in Basildon in 1787,59 while a 

longer-lived ferry between Lower Basildon and Gatehampton, carrying both foot passengers 

and horses, was established by the Thames Commissioners in 1810. They and their 

successors (the Thames Conservators) appointed, accommodated, and paid the ferryman, 

who was housed at Gatehampton at first in a ‘wooden hut’, and from 1893 in a cottage which 

was extended in 1899.60 The ferry closed in 1954, and the Conservators sold the cottage in 

1961.61 A private foot ferry between the Leather Bottle pub in Cleeve and the towpath on the 

opposite bank ran for two or three decades from the 1890s.62  

A road bridge was built over the new railway line in 1840, requiring the Reading road 

out of Goring village to be diverted c.100 m. to the north in order to cross it.63 The bridge was 

replaced in 1892 (when it was widened) and again in 2006.64 

                                                      
57 Goring & Streatley Bridge Act, 7 Wm IV & 1 Vict. c. 31 (Local and Personal); Streatley & Goring 
Bridge Act, 5 & 6 Geo. V, c. 24 (Local and Personal); Berks. RO, BR/GS1−19; Thacker, Thames 
Highway, II, 211–12; Taunt, Goring, Streatley and the Neighbourhood, 11. 
58 Berks. RO, C/CL/L2/107/1–7; The Times, 9 Nov. 1923. 
59 J. Sims (ed.), The Thames Navigation Commission Minutes 1771–1790 (Berks. Rec. Soc. 2008), II, 
44. For the mill, VCH Berks. III, 458. 
60 Thacker, Thames Highway, II, 212–14; J. Tucker, Ferries of the Upper Thames (2012), 139–41; 
OHC, RDC6/3/Y1/1; RDC6/3/Y1/65. 
61 The Times, 18 Aug. 1955; J. Farr, ‘Gatehampton: An Oxfordshire Hamlet’ (unpubl. typescript, 2000, 
in GGA), 19.  
62 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LII.14 (1898 and 1913 edns); Tucker, Ferries, 135. 
63 cf. OHC, PAR115/16/H1/1–2; ibid. tithe map; below (river and railway). 
64 Goring Parish Mag. (Mar. 1892); Taunt, Goring, Streatley and the Neighbourhood, 8; M. Hurst, 
‘History in the Making: All Change at Goring and Streatley Station’, Goring Gap Local Hist. Soc. Jnl 17 
(2015), 15. 

The Gatehampton ferry (left) and Goring and Streatley toll bridge (right), both 
c.1900. Photographs courtesy of the Goring Gap Local History Society. 
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River and Railway 

 

Goring was involved in the Thames river trade by the 1250s, when two boatloads of corn 

passing downriver from Goring to London were ordered not to be obstructed.65 By the 1380s 

large-scale navigation above Henley was being increasingly impeded by fish weirs, mill 

dams, and other obstructions,66 and little further evidence has been found until the 17th 

century, when the river was reopened as far as Oxford and a wharf was established at 

Cleeve.67 A barge carrying ammunition from Wallingford castle to London sank at Cleeve 

lock in 1652,68 and c.1670 annual boat tolls there were estimated to be worth £180, based 

on a calculation that 30 vessels passed through 30 times each paying 4s. on every 

occasion.69 Tolls at both Cleeve and Goring locks were increased several times during the 

18th century, but fell in the early 1800s and were suspended altogether for a year from 1853, 

in a bid to compete with the railway. Thereafter river traffic mainly comprised pleasure 

craft,70 and by 1924 river steamers running between Oxford and Kingston-upon-Thames 

(Surrey) called at Goring twice a day during the holiday season in each direction. The same 

operator (Salters’) maintained a summer service between Wallingford and Reading in 2017, 

still calling at Goring.71 

 Flash locks at Cleeve and Goring were mentioned c.1390, when they gave passage 

through mill dams or weirs and allegedly contributed to flooding, along with others between 

Caversham and Benson.72 Ownership descended with the adjoining mills, and by the 1580s 

both had named keepers; a third lock (Hart’s) offered passage through a fishing weir near 

the Whitchurch boundary, but soon fell out of use.73 Both of the other two locks had winches 

for hauling boats upriver.74 Modern pound locks were constructed by the Thames 

Commissioners in 1787,75 although the old flash locks continued alongside them until 

                                                      
65 Cal. Pat. 1247–58, 369. 
66 Cal. Close 1385–9, 485, 659, 666–7; 1389–92, 510; R. Peberdy, 'Navigation on the River Thames 
between London and Oxford in the Later Middle Ages: A Reconsideration', Oxoniensia 61 (1996), 
311–40. 
67 Below, econ. hist. (trades). 
68 Cal. SP Dom. 1651–2, 122, 149. 
69 Berks. RO, D/A2/c150, f. 32. 
70 Thacker, Thames Highway, I, 108, 189, 264; II, 206, 210; Godsell, ‘Thames at Goring Gap: Part 
Two’. 
71 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1924–39 edns); www.salterssteamers.co.uk (accessed Dec. 2017). 
72 C.T. Flower (ed.), Public Works in Medieval Law, II (Selden Soc. 40), pp. 125–9; below, econ. hist. 
(fishing). A similar flash lock at Whitchurch is documented from the 1270s: below, Whitchurch, 
landscape etc. 
73 Thacker, Thames Highway, I, 51, 55; II, 206, 208, 214−15; below, econ. hist. (milling; fishing); cf. 
Peberdy, ‘Navigation on the River Thames’, 316, 337. 
74 Thacker, Thames Highway, II, 206; Sims (ed.), Thames Navigation Commn Mins, II, 42; OHC, Gen. 
XIV/i/1. 
75 Berks. RO, D/EX1457/1/1; Sims (ed.), Thames Navigation Commn Mins, I, xliv; II, passim. 
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c.1850, their use still requiring payment of a private toll to successive mill proprietors,76 who 

were sometimes reluctant to open them during busy periods of milling. The two pound locks, 

at which tolls were taken for the Thames Commissioners, had a single keeper at Cleeve until 

1869, a separate keeper’s house at Goring being built only in 1879.77 Both locks were 

periodically rebuilt during the 19th and 20th centuries, and were converted from manual to 

automatic operation in the 1960s.78 

 

   

 

 

Goring was one of three stations on the Reading to Steventon (Berks.) extension of 

the Great Western Railway at its opening in 1840, when three trains a day in either direction 

took passengers to and from London. The double track entered the parish from the south 

across a viaduct near Gatehampton, constructed in brick in 1838–40 to designs by I.K. 

Brunel. Little is known about the early station buildings, of which the wooden ‘booking shed’ 

burned down in 1865 and was replaced with a brick structure, while a goods shed and 

sidings existed at the station’s southern end by the 1870s. The line was doubled to four 

tracks in 1891–2, requiring widening of the viaduct and rebuilding of the station, which in 

1893 was moved 120 m. further south to include four platforms and three sets of brick 

buildings linked by a covered footbridge (replaced in 2015–16). In 1895 it was renamed 

‘Goring and Streatley’ station.79 Weekday passenger trains between Oxford and London 

numbered 11 in each direction in 1902 and 18 in 1970, and remained frequent in 2017.80 

                                                      
76 Thacker, Thames Highway, I, 173, 187. 
77 Ibid. II, 206–11. 
78 Godsell, ‘Thames at Goring Gap: Part Two’; S. Capel-Davies, ‘Goring and Streatley Weirs: Past, 
Present, and Future’ (unpubl. typescript, 1987, in GGA).  
79 Hist. GWR, I, 53; P. Karau and M. Clark, 'The G.W.R. at Goring', Brit. Railway Jnl, Special 4 (1987), 
86–111; Hurst, ‘History in the Making’, 11–16. For viaduct, NHLE, no. 1290673 (accessed Dec. 2017). 
80 GGA, Transport, notes on train timetables; www.nationalrail.co.uk (accessed Dec. 2017). 

Goring lock (left) and Gatehampton viaduct (right) 
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The goods yard, however, which in its heyday in 1913 handled 3,929 tons of goods and 135 

trucks of livestock, closed in 1965.81 

 

Carriers and Post 

 

A Goring carrier (Francis Haseman) was mentioned in 1709,82 and by 1847 there was a 

service to Reading every Saturday, expanded by the 1870s to services on Saturdays and 

Wednesdays, with an additional Friday service to Wallingford.83 Two Goring residents in the 

late 1890s ran competing services to Reading three times a week.84 Goring Heath had a 

carrier in 1841,85 and the Cray’s Pond farmer Thomas Lipscomb ran a service from there 

c.1851–81.86 By 1911 there was only a single Goring carrier, but Henry Smith of Cleeve 

started a motor carriage business by 1920, and later in the decade a few inhabitants ran 

motorized buses and delivery vans to Reading and Wallingford.87 A bus depot was opened 

at Long Toll by Harry Kemp of Woodcote in 1929, spawning a business (Kemp’s Motor 

Services Ltd) which was taken over by Chiltern Queens Ltd in 1955, and continued until 

2002. Buses from Goring and Goring Heath ran frequently to Wallingford, Didcot, and 

Reading, and others between Checkendon and Henley stopped at Goring Heath.88 In 2017 

regular buses run by a Goring-based company linked Goring with Wallingford and Reading, 

and Goring Heath with Goring and Reading.89 

 Post was delivered in the 1830s through Reading,90 and post offices were 

established in the village by 1847 and at Goring Heath by 1854.91 The latter remained in the 

same location at a crossroads south of Goring Heath almshouse from 1864 or earlier until its 

closure in the 1990s.92 A third branch existed at Cleeve for almost 60 years from 1932, 

opening in two private houses in Springhill Road and moving in 1952 to purpose-built 

premises at the junction of Icknield and Elvendon Roads.93 The Goring post office, run from 

1876 until 1914 by members of the Lacey Smith family from their grocer’s shop in High 

                                                      
81 V. Mitchell and K. Smith, Western Main Lines: Reading to Didcot (2002), Fig. 53. 
82 OHC, E37/1/2/D/17. 
83 PO Dir. Oxon. (1847−77 edns). 
84 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1895−1903 edns). 
85 TNA, HO 107/882/3. 
86 Ibid. HO 107/1691; ibid. RG 10/275; RG 11/1297. 
87 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1895–1928 edns); Goring Parish. Mag. (Mar. 1920): L. James and J. Whitehead, 
Kemp’s & Chiltern Queens 1929–2002 (2017), 7−24. 
88 OHC, RDC6/3/Y1/276; James and Whitehead, Kemp’s & Chiltern Queens, 161−8. 
89 www.goingforwardbuses.com (accessed Dec. 2017). 
90 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. b 41, f. 104. 
91 PO Dir. Oxon. (1847 and 1854 edns). 
92 Ibid. (1864); below, econ. hist. (trades); cf. OS Maps, 6”, Oxon. LVI.NW (1882 edn); 1:10000, 
SU67NE (1984 edn). 
93 M. Brodie, ‘The Development of Postal Services in Goring and Streatley’, Goring & Streatley Local 
Hist. Soc. Jnl 13 (2011), 27–8; GGA, W.I. Album (1965); cf. OS Map, 1:10000, SU68SW (1989 edn). 
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Street, was a money-order and telegraph office and savings bank by 1877,94 and in 1920 

moved into a former boat showroom beside the toll bridge.95 The mail sorting office 

continued there after the post office itself moved back to High Street in 1970,96 and both 

remained open in 2017. A telephone exchange, established by 1910, was housed at the 

post office until a new exchange was built on land behind High Street in 1965.97 

 

          

 

Population 

 

In 1086 Goring manor had 33 documented tenants probably each representing a household, 

and a further 16 were recorded on two Gatehampton estates.98 In all there may have been 

some 200−250 inhabitants, most of them in the emerging riverside settlements, but a few 

perhaps already living in some of the scattered upland farmsteads recorded from the 12th 

and 13th centuries.99 The hundred roll survey of 1279 suggests unusually low population 

growth, noting only 34 tenants on the (then reduced) Goring manor, and 11 more at 

Gatehampton. Some subtenancies or upland freeholds may have been omitted, however, 

and the village seems to have attracted above average numbers of craftsmen.100 Up to 17 

taxpayers were noted at Goring in 1306−27, and up to 8 at Gatehampton, with numbers 

                                                      
94 Goring Parish Mag. (May 1903; Mar. 1920); PO Dir. Oxon. (1877); Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883–1911 
edns). 
95 Goring Parish Mag. (Mar. 1920);  
96 Brodie, ‘Development of Postal Services’, 27. 
97 OHC, DV/XII/27; A. Barrett, ‘Goring 50 Years Ago’, Goring & Streatley Local Hist. Soc. Jnl 9 (2007), 
10–11; GGA, W.I. Album (1965). 
98 DB, ff. 157v., 158, 159; below, landownership. 
99 Below (settlement). 
100 Rot. Hund. II, 777–8; below, econ. hist. (trades). Figures include non-resident and institutional 
freeholders, who may nevertheless have had their own tenants. 

Goring Royal Mail sorting office, 
originally built in 1894 as a showroom 
for the boat builder Samuel Saunders 
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relatively stable over the period.101 The long-term impact of the Black Death may have been 

limited, since in 1377 the parish as a whole had 128 adult poll tax payers, second in the 

hundred only to North Stoke and Ipsden (with 153 combined). The actual population may by 

then have approached 350.102 Fifteenth-century evidence is lacking, but the 1525 subsidy 

was paid by 33 heads of household,103 and 122 adult males swore the obligatory 

protestation oath in 1642.104 Sixty four households were assessed for hearth tax in 1662,105 

and 506 adults were noted in 1676,106 while parish registers (extant from 1673) suggest a 

growing population.107 

Local clergy reported 127 houses in 1738 and 120 in 1771,108 probably both 

underestimates, since in 1811 there were 148 houses in all. Of those, roughly half were in 

Goring village.109 Overall population grew from 677 in 1801 to 993 in 1851, falling slightly (to 

902) by 1871. Thereafter it grew markedly as the village expanded, an apparent fall in 1901 

(when 30 out of 362 houses were vacant) reflecting only the seasonal occupancy of Goring’s 

larger villas. By 1951 population had more than doubled to 2,172, of whom 465 (21 per cent) 

were transferred to the new Goring Heath parish the following year, and another 19 to 

Woodcote. Continued new building raised the number of Goring households from 702 in 

1961 to 1,165 in 1971 and to 1,375 in 2011, accommodating respective populations of 

2,157, 3,388, and 3,187. Goring Heath expanded more modestly, house numbers rising from 

306 to 472 over the same period, and population from 935 to 1,227.110  

 

Settlement 

 

Prehistoric to Anglo-Saxon 

 

Human activity around Gatehampton farm can be traced back to c.10,000 BC, when Late 

Upper Palaeolithic hunters using ‘long-blade’ flint tools seem to have ambushed migrating 

animals at a shallow river crossing amid sub-arctic grassland. Seasonal hunting continued 

during the Mesolithic, and c.3,500 BC a Middle Neolithic causewayed enclosure was 

constructed close to an area of occupation which has yielded evidence of flint-knapping. In 

the Late Neolithic (c.3,000 BC) a child was buried half way up the enclosure ditch, while 

                                                      
101 TNA, E 179/161/10; E 179/161/9. 
102 Poll Taxes 1377–81, ed. Fenwick, II, 295. 
103 TNA, E 179/161/201. 
104 Prot. Retns, 101–2. 
105 TNA, E 179/164/504 (damaged). 
106 Compton Census, ed. Whiteman, 424. 
107 OHC, par. reg. transcript. 
108 Secker’s Visit. 69; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 651, f. 249. 
109 Census, 1811; OHC, MS Oxf Dioc. d 574, f. 130; below (outlying settlement). 
110 Census, 1801–2011; below (village); social hist. (since 1800). 
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during the Bronze Age the site became the focus for a barrow cemetery comprising at least 

seven ring ditches. Iron-Age activity is evidenced by pottery finds, and during the 2nd 

century AD a Romano-British farmstead was established on which a villa was constructed in 

the 3rd century, remaining in use until at least the late 4th century. The building had a 

corridor plan with painted wall plaster, hypocaust heating, and tessellated floors, and was set 

within a large ditched enclosure amid fields. An associated corn-drying kiln contained post-

Roman organic-tempered pottery, suggesting its continued use into the 5th or 6th century. 

Early Anglo-Saxon occupation is further indicated by an excavated sunken-featured building, 

and by yet more organic-tempered pottery.111 

 Elsewhere, a Palaeolithic flint flake has been found at Goring Heath,112 and Late 

Neolithic or Early Bronze-Age pottery and flints have been excavated at Cleeve.113 Various 

Iron-Age metal artefacts are known from elsewhere in the parish, including a bronze axle-

cap from the Thames, brooches, harness-fittings, and several coins.114 Artefacts of Roman 

date have been unearthed in and around the village since at least the early 19th century,115 

although few (if any) structures are so far known, despite the presence of the Icknield Way 

and its ford across the Thames.116 A rectangular enclosure in Friarhampstead wood (at 

Goring Heath) is possibly also Roman, although other origins have been suggested.117 

Chance Roman finds include numerous coins as well as brooches and other jewellery items, 

some dredged from the river.118  

 In the early Anglo-Saxon period Goring may (as suggested by its -ingas place-name) 

have been occupied by one of a few small tribes with territories along the Thames valley,119 

and metalwork suggestive of a 5th- to 6th-century cemetery or settlement has been found 

near Spring Farm north of Cleeve.120 By the late Anglo-Saxon period Goring may have had a 

minster church set within a sub-rectangular enclosure overlooking the Icknield Way ford,121 

and both Streatley and Cleeve mills were functioning by 1086, with another attached to the 

                                                      
111 T.G. Allen, N. Barton and A. Brown, Lithics and Landscape: Archaeological Discoveries on the 
Thames Water Pipeline at Gatehampton Farm, Goring, Oxfordshire 1985–92 (1995); HER, PRN 
15019; ongoing fieldwork summarized annually in SOAG Bulletin. For the archaeologically significant 
field-names ‘Blackacre’ and ’Blacklands’ in Gatehampton’s open fields, OHC, F VIII/1; F IX/178. 
112 PAS, BERK-A8FB61. 
113 J. Hart, E.R. McSloy and M. Alexander, ‘The Archaeology of the Cleeve to Fyfield Water Main, 
South Oxfordshire: Excavations in 2006−7’, Oxoniensia 77 (2012), 209, 225, 227. 
114 PAS website (accessed Dec. 2017); VCH Oxon. I, 259, 264; The Times, 30 Apr. 1964; A. Byard, 
‘The Portable Antiquities Scheme in Oxfordshire, 2010’, Oxoniensia 76 (2011), 264. 
115 W. Fletcher, A Tour Round Reading (1840), 31−2; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883). 
116 Above (communics). 
117 VCH Oxon. I, 345; HER, PRN 2044; cf. P. Preece, ‘Friarhampstead Wood, Goring’, SOAG Bulletin 
49 (1993), 26−8; I. Clarke, ‘Friarhampstead Revisited’, ibid. 59 (2004), 16−20. 
118 PAS website (accessed Dec. 2017); VCH Oxon. I, 326, 337; G.C. Boon, 'Hoards of Roman Coins 
in the Reading Museum and Art Gallery', Oxoniensia 19 (1954), 39.  
119 Blair, A-S Oxon. 35; above (landscape). 
120 PAS website (accessed Dec. 2017). 
121 Above (communics); below (village); relig. hist. 
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hāmtūn or ‘home farm’ at Gatehampton. Settlement at Goring Heath probably comprised 

scattered isolated farms, amongst them Applehanger, Elvendon, Stapnall’s, ‘Chalcore’,122 

and possibly Friarhampstead, whose name implies an outlying hāmstede or ‘homestead’.123 

‘Hynewrthe’ (from Old English hīgna-worþ or ‘monks’ farm’), mentioned c.1250, probably 

records a lost pre-Conquest farmstead owned by Eynsham abbey, somewhere near the 

South Stoke boundary.124 

 

Goring Village 1100−1800 

 

Goring’s church was rebuilt in the early 12th century, presumably coinciding with the 

establishment of an Augustinian nunnery there and the erection of claustral buildings mainly 

on its south side. Those were extended c.1180, when the nuns added their own church onto 

the east end of the pre-existing parish church,125 and members of the Druval family (who 

occupied Goring’s manor house to the north) moved their boundary wall to give additional 

land to the nuns.126 Both the priory and manor house adjoined the rectory site to their east, 

all three standing within an enclosure perhaps associated with the former Anglo-Saxon 

minster, and bounded by roads on three sides and by the river to the west.127 Presumably 

that was the precinct (ambitum) mentioned c.1230 and again in 1530, when most of the 

priory buildings were in disrepair, and a barn and dovecot perhaps on the rectory site had 

collapsed.128 Outside the enclosure to the north lay a ‘Covent’ garden mentioned in 1523129 

and (presumably) the prioress’s garden mentioned in 1364,130 while fishponds seem to have 

lain south of Ferry Lane,131 which by 1382 led to the nuns’ ferry across the Thames. The 

ferry itself may have replaced the ford to the north because of river engineering associated 

with Streatley mill and the construction of Goring mill, while Cleeve mill (given to Bec abbey 

before 1176) originated as the mill for Goring manor, standing c.700 m. north of the manor 

house, and accessed probably by the lane called Lockstile way.132  

 

                                                      
122 PN Oxon. I, 51−3; above (landscape); below (outlying settlement); econ. hist. (milling). 
123 ‘Fryer Hamsted’ in 1639: Bodl. MS C17:49 (170). Despite the name no association with friars is 
known; cf. Preece, ‘Friarhampstead Wood’. 
124 Goring Charters, I, no. 3, describing it as ‘towards Stoke’; PN Oxon. I, 56; below, landownership 
(other estates). 
125 Below, relig. hist.; P. Stone, An Exact Account of the Church and Priory at Goring (1893). 
126 East Sussex RO, FRE/7008; J. Blair, 'The Foundation of Goring Priory', Oxoniensia 51 (1986), 
194–6; below, landownership (Goring). 
127 cf. BL, Add. MS 78123 A; OHC, P432/7/M1/1; above, vol. overview; below, landownership. 
128 Rot. Welles, I, 179; Visit. Dioc. Linc. II, 155−8. 
129 OHC, E1/M1/CR/15; Valor Eccl. II, 205. For its location, OHC, Hen. I/iv/70–1. 
130 Goring Charters, II, no. 255. 
131 Stone, Exact Account, 43; cf. BL, Add. MS 78123 A; OHC, tithe map. 
132 Flower (ed.), Public Works, pp. 125−9; above (communics); below, landownership (other estates); 
econ. hist. (milling). 
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Medieval village housing, none of which seems to survive, lay to the east of the 

enclosure, along High Street (so called in 1747) and the parallel Station Road (called South 

Street in 1686),133 where regular property boundaries may indicate village planning. The two 

streets probably reflect changes in communications, High Street being the main 

thoroughfare when the Icknield Way ford was still in use (which perhaps explains why the 

manor house fronted it), whereas Station Road and Ferry Lane became the principal 

through-route once the ferry superseded the ford. Both High Street and Station Road meet 

the north−south ‘Tuddingway’ (now Red Cross Road), which perhaps marked the medieval 

village’s eastern extent.134  

 After the Dissolution most of Goring priory’s buildings were either demolished or fell 

into disrepair, although its mill (later Goring mill) was rebuilt in the 17th century, probably 

                                                      
133 OHC, E1/9/16D/34 and /41. 
134 cf. BL, Add. MS 78123 A and C(1); OHC, P432/7/M1/1; ibid. tithe map; above (communics). 

Percy Stone’s partly conjectural plan of Goring priory. The surviving parish 
church is shown in black on the far right. Source: P.G. Stone, An Exact 

Account of the Church and Priory at Goring (1893). 
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when the adjacent miller’s house (Mill Cottage) was constructed.135 The prioress’s lodging 

(abutting the church tower) was remodelled as Goring Priory manor house (Goring Place), 

which in the 17th century was evidently a grand mansion, although little or nothing remained 

by the early 1800s when a cottage on the site was used as a workhouse.136 An adjacent 

building adjoining the north side of the church tower had perhaps also formed part of the 

medieval priory complex, but was used as a smithy before being given by the blacksmith to 

the Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion chapel in the village, and demolished c.1805 to 

make way for the chapel’s burial ground.137 The former Goring manor house site, 

immediately north of the churchyard, became a farmstead known first as Goring Farm and 

later as Parsonage Farm (now replaced by the modern Grahamsfield),138 while the 

substantial rectory house complex to its east (now the site of public gardens) may have been 

rebuilt c.1650 for the lay rector Thomas Allen.139 Allen also erected a curate’s house (Old 

Vicarage) on rectorial glebe to the south, still within the ancient enclosure,140 and c.1725 

Lybbe’s almshouse was added nearby.141 Further changes were made around the rectory 

house and Parsonage Farm sites c.1800 when both were in common ownership, and by 

1819 ‘many buildings’ there had been taken down and ‘others erected in the last 30 

years’.142  

Away from the church and rectory complex, several 17th-century buildings survive 

along both High Street and Station Road, while others may have been represented by 

timber-framed cottages replaced or refronted during the 19th and 20th centuries.143 In 1727, 

when the village was first mapped, houses were still largely confined to High Street, Station 

Road, and the church enclosure with its 17th-century churchyard lychgate, although a few 

others were appearing on former open-field land east of Red Cross Road,144 and at Cleeve 

there were one or two houses near the mill and its associated wharf, established by the mid 

17th century. One of the largest dwellings in the village itself was Place Farm (known later 

as Goring Farm) towards Station Road’s east end,145 its 17th-century timber-framed barn 

                                                      
135 Below, econ. hist. (milling). 
136 Below, landownership (Goring Priory); social hist. (1500−1800; poor relief). 
137 Taunt, Goring, Streatley and the Neighbourhood, 13; below, relig. hist. (1660−1851); cf. OHC, 
P432/7/M1/1; ibid. PAR115/16/H1/1−2. 
138 Below, landownership (Goring manor: manor ho.). Not to be confused with the separate Goring Fm 
on Station Rd (below). 
139 TNA, PROB 11/334/2; below, landownership (rectory). The ho. or its successor burned down in 
1938. 
140 OHC, MS Archd. Oxon. c 17, f. 23v.; TNA, PROB 11/334/2; below, relig. hist. (curate’s ho.). 
141 Below (built character); social hist. (welfare). 
142 OHC, Hen. I/iv/68−71; below, landownership. 
143 Below (built character); cf. NHLE, no. 1059590; GGA, W.I. Album (1965). 
144 BL, Add. MS 78123 A; cf. OHC, O15/4/M2/1. For the lychgate, NHLE, no. 1368959. 
145 BL, Add. MS 78123 A; cf. OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LII.14 (1879 and later edns). For the wharf, 
below, econ. hist. (trades). 
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side-on to the street.146 Like several other village houses its farmhouse (Old Farmhouse) 

was rebuilt in brick during the late 18th or early 19th century, other striking additions 

including the Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion chapel of 1793 in High Street.147  

 

   

 

Goring Village Since 1800 

  

Early 19th-century additions on High Street included The Manse (1823) behind the 1793 

chapel, and Goring brewery (by 1838) on the street’s north side.148 Construction of the 

railway and station in 1839−40 altered the village’s eastern end, truncating Station Road,149 

and British (1850) and parochial schools (1855) were built in High Street and Station Road 

respectively.150 At Cleeve (then still quite distinct) an artificial manure works opened in 

1841,151 and c.1850 the London merchant and wharfinger William Hall chose the hamlet for 

his new country residence called The Temple.152 The Mount at Cleeve was another 

gentleman’s house, built before 1877 for the architect J.S. Dodd.153 

                                                      
146 NHLE, no. 1059557. 
147 Below (built character). 
148 Below, relig. hist. (1660−1851); econ. hist. (trades). 
149 cf. OHC, PAR115/16/H1/1−2; ibid. tithe map. 
150 Below, social hist. (educ.). 
151 Below, econ. hist. (trades). 
152 The Times, 7 March 1859; Reading Mercury, 12 Mar. 1859; cf. OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 178, p. 240. 
153 J. Hurst, ‘Housing Development in Goring, 1870−1914’, Goring & Streatley Local Hist. Soc. Jnl 15 
(2013), 14−15; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LII.14 (1877 edn); PO Dir. Oxon. (1877). 

Goring village as shown 
on the 1848 tithe map  

(in OHC)  
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 The village’s expansion beyond its historic limits began in earnest in the 1880s, with 

over 130 new houses built mostly around Goring village itself between 1881 and 1901,154 

and Cleeve fully absorbed by the late 1890s. Development was fuelled by sales of land 

(some expressly as building plots) by C.L.W. Gardiner in particular, who lived at The Temple 

by 1871. Many new houses were detached villas erected for wealthy incomers and their 

households (including live-in servants), and several had large gardens as well as private 

riverside boat houses. Examples on the village’s north side (where Gardiner gave a 

recreation ground in 1883) included Clevemede (1882), Thames Bank (1884, enlarged 

1890), Nun’s Acre (1886),155 and Streatley View (1888),156 while others to the south included 

Holme Lea (1882), The Grange (by 1884),157 Elmcroft and Woden House (both by 1891),158 

and Long Meadow (by 1893).159 New associated streets included Cleeve, Thames, Manor, 

and Croft Roads, the first formalizing a pre-existing carriage drive.160 A gasworks and 

waterworks were built at Cleeve in 1889−90, and electric lighting (generated initially from 

local watermills) became available from c.1894.161 More modest housing included semi-

detached premises in High Street and Red Cross Road and two terraces of six dwellings 

each (Railway Cottages) near the station,162 while new public buildings included a 

Temperance Hall (built 1878), working men’s club (1888), Free church (1893), and Roman 

Catholic church (1897−8). A striking parish room (later the village hall) was built in 1900 on 

glebe near the church and rectory site, fronting the approach to the bridge.163 

 Larger-scale development took place in the early 20th century, predominantly around 

Cleeve, which expanded east of the railway line. Milldown Road (over 40 mainly semi-

detached properties on land formerly owned by the Goring Heath almshouse charity) was 

begun c.1901,164 and a company called Cleeve Park Estate Ltd was formed in 1905 to 

develop c.70 a. of land, although in the event only 12 houses and 14 cottages were built 

along Icknield and Elvendon Roads in 1906−7, all designed by the London architect T.W. 

                                                      
154 TNA, RG 10/275; RG 12/988. For Goring’s growth in a regional perspective, R. Stewart-Beardsley, 
‘After the Railway: a study of socio-economic change in five rural parishes in the upper Thames 
valley, 1830−1901’ (Reading Univ. PhD thesis, 2009), 224−42. 
155 Hurst, ‘Housing Development’; OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LII.14 and LII.15 (1877−1913 edns); TNA, 
RG 10/275; RG 11/1297; RG 12/988; cf. J. Hurst, ‘Nun’s Acre’, Goring & Streatley Local Hist. Soc. Jnl 
10 (2008), 6−10. For recreation ground, below, social hist. (since 1800). 
156 Building News, 15 June 1888; below (built character). 
157 GGA, Folder 6, abstract of title 1895. 
158 TNA, RG 12/988. 
159 OHC, RDC6/3/Y1/5; cf. Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1895). 
160 Goring Charters, I, p. xv. 
161 Below, econ. hist. (trades; milling). 
162 OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LII.14 and LII.15 (1877−1913 edns). 
163 Below (built character); social hist. (since 1800); relig. hist. (since 1851). 
164 OHC, O15/1/C/5; ibid. RDC6/3/Y1/81; G. Hunter, ‘37 Milldown Road: A Short History’, Goring Gap 
Local Hist. Soc. Jnl 19 (2017), 5−8. 



 
VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Goring (July 2019) • © VCH Oxfordshire • Intro. • p. 20 
 

Cutler.165 Springhill Road, which still marks the modern village’s northern edge, was partly 

built up with semi-detached houses by 1913.166 Mansions continued to be erected, amongst 

them the mock-Tudor Cariad (1912) beside the river at Cleeve.167 Some other large houses 

were demolished, however, notably The Temple in 1934,168 and Old Rectory (near the 

church) in 1938, following a fire.169  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
165 R. Ridley, ‘Cleeve Park Estate, Goring: A Brief History 1905−1924’, Goring & Streatley Local Hist. 
Soc. Jnl 15 (2013), 21−8; Sale Cat., Cleeve Park Estate (1910): copy in GGA, Box File 2. 
166 OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LII.14 and LII.15 (1913 edn). 
167 OHC, RDC6/3/Y1/174; below (built character); social hist. (since 1800). 
168 M.S. Rawson, Authentic Guide to Goring, Streatley and Neighbourhood (1936), 19: copy in GGA. 
169 Goring Gap News, Nov. 1989; Apr. 2013; below, landownership (rectory). 

Coloured map charting the growth of Goring village 1875−1912 (in Goring Gap 
Local History Society archive). The base is the 25 inch OS map of 1912. 
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The 1950s saw developments at Cleeve Down (82 council houses) and Summerfield 

Rise (c.40 private houses), with more rapid expansion in the 1960s following the installation 

of mains drainage c.1955. Over the decade more than 400 houses were built on at least nine 

estates, mostly on farmland, but others in former gardens, or replacing demolished villas 

such as Icknield House (1963), Nun’s Acre (1967), and Elmcroft (1969).170 The school 

moved to new premises at Cleeve in 1960, and in 1965 two timber-framed cottages on 

Goring High Street were demolished to make way for a small shopping arcade.171 Expansion 

and infilling continued in the late 20th and early 21st century, with a further 250 homes 

(comprising a mix of private and council houses, bungalows, and flats) added by 2011.172 As 

earlier some replaced larger houses such as Glebe Court and Cariad (1972), Thames House 

(1993), and Thames Bank (1997),173 although some other larger dwellings (such as Woden 

House and The Grange) survived by being subdivided or converted into residential care 

homes. 

  

Outlying Settlement 

 

A hamlet existed at Gatehampton by the 1080s, with an associated watermill which was 

documented until the 14th century.174 Two Gatehampton inhabitants in 1279 were named ‘at 

the townsend’, perhaps indicating a row of houses.175 Eleven dwellings were recorded on 

Gatehampton manor in 1384 and 13 in 1595, but only five remained by 1782,176 including 

the late 16th- or early 17th-century manor house.177 The reduction presumably reflected the 

enclosure of Gatehampton’s open fields c.1700, when all of the manor’s land was thrown 

into a single farm.178 In the early 19th century the hamlet comprised three or four cottages, 

the manor house, and its farmyard,179 which included a 17th-century barn180 and a second 

barn destroyed by fire in 1982.181 A new brick farmhouse (Gatehampton Farm) was built to 

the west of the manor house before 1879, and two pairs of semi-detached cottages to its 

north before 1912,182 while Ferry Cottage was constructed on the riverbank in 1893.183 

                                                      
170 GGA, WI Album (1965); ibid. Buildings 1; Buildings 2; Census, 1961−71; cf. Goring and Streatley: 
A Portrait (1992), 27: copy in GGA. 
171 GGA, WI Album (1965); below, social hist. (educ.). 
172 Census, 1971−2011. 
173 GGA, Buildings 1. 
174 DB, f. 159; above (prehist. to Anglo-Saxon); below, econ. hist. (milling). For medieval pottery, HER, 
PRN 1941. 
175 ‘ate Tunesende’: Rot. Hund. II, 778. 
176 TNA, CP 25/1/289/53, no. 97; ibid. C 66/1432, m. 28; OHC, F XI/12. 
177 Below, landownership (Gatehampton). 
178 Below, econ. hist. (1500−1800). 
179 OHC, PAR115/16/H1/1−2; ibid. tithe map. 
180 NHLE, no. 1368938. 
181 J. Farr, ‘Gatehampton: An Oxfordshire Hamlet’ (unpubl. typescript, 2000, in GGA), 10. 
182 Ibid. 9; OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LV.3 (1877 and 1912 edns). 
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Twentieth-century additions were few, principally Kingfisher Cottage (formerly White 

Cottage, c.1910) and Gatehampton House (formerly Vann Court, 1931).184 The isolated 

Upper Gatehampton Farm was originally a secondary homestead on Gatehampton farm, 

created in the late 19th century.185 

 Settlement elsewhere in the parish remained dispersed, with several 13th- and 14th-

century inhabitants taking their bynames from scattered upland farms at Elvendon, Haw, 

Stapnall’s (‘Stapenhulle’), Coombe End, and ‘Chalcore’.186 Elvendon (which briefly became a 

manorial site) has been occupied since at least the 12th century,187 while Stapnall’s (‘steep 

hill’) was a grange of Goring priory by 1291,188 and Haw and Querns farms (at Goring Heath) 

were both medieval freeholds, the latter called ‘Querners’ by 1519.189 Beech Farm, named 

from the 14th-century Beech (or ‘atte Beche’) family, was formerly known as Applehanger 

(‘apple orchard on a slope’), and was the site of a small 13th-century park and of another 

medieval manor house.190 Collins End was perhaps the farm called ‘Colyns’ in 1421, named 

from a family which was established in the parish by 1306.191 In 1517 it was alleged that 

some landowners had evicted tenants and allowed dwellings to fall into ruin, amongst them 

Stapnall’s and Ladygrove (near Querns),192 although both continued as farmsteads. 

By the late 17th century a house at Shirvells Hill was associated with a brick kiln,193 

and several cottages stood further south around the fringes of Goring heath, principally at 

Cray’s Pond and Collins End.194 Some were erected by squatters, who were fined for 

encroachment by the various manor courts. Further cottages were erected both legally and 

illegally in the 18th century,195 some of them at Cold Harbour (so called in 1725),196 while in 

the 1720s a site on the heath north of Querns Farm was chosen for Henry Allnutt’s new 

almshouse, a complex of mainly brick buildings which incorporates a chapel, and which was 

gradually expanded to include schools and a chaplain’s house.197 Following Goring’s 

                                                                                                                                                                     
183 Above (communics). 
184 Farr, ‘Gatehampton’, 8−9. 
185 Sale Cat., Basildon Park Estate (1929): copy in Berks RO, D/EX1051/1; cf. OHC, tithe map; OS 
Map 1:2500, Oxon. LV.3 (1877 edn). 
186 ‘Goring Charters, I, nos 5, 10, 25, 29; TNA, E 179/161/9. 
187 Below, landownership (Elvendon). 
188 Tax. Eccl. 45; PN Oxon. I, 53; below, econ. hist. 
189 OHC, E1/M2/CR/3; below, landownership (other estates). 
190 Below, landownership (Applehanger); econ. hist. (agric. landscape: parks); PN Oxon. I, 51; for the 
Beeches, see also Goring Charters, II, no. 228. 
191 OHC, E1/M1/CR/11; TNA, E 179/161/10; cf. Goring Charters, passim. 
192 I.S. Leadam (ed.), Domesday of Inclosures 1517–1518 (1897), I, 332–3, 336–7, 352–3, 374–5. 
193 OHC, E1/9/7D/7; below, econ. hist. (pottery). 
194 Below (built character); Barefield-Hutt, Hardwick, passim; cf. Bodl. MSS C17:49 (170−1). For 
Cray’s Pond (so called by 1670), above (landscape). 
195 TNA, C 142/498/172; OHC, O15/4/M1/1−2; ibid. E1/M2/E/5; ibid. F IX/196. 
196 OHC, F IX/253; NHLE, nos. 1285757 (Coldharbour Farmho.), 1285759 (Lavender Cottage) 
(accessed Dec. 2017). 
197 Below (built character); social hist. (welfare); relig. hist. (1660−1851). 
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enclosure in 1788 new farmsteads were established in former open fields north of the village 

at Spring and Grove Farms, the former named from a nearby riverside hostelry erected 

c.1720 for visitors to a mineral water spring, and the latter after an isolated barn recorded 

from 1672. Newhouse Farm at Goring Heath (‘new-built’ in 1817) was erected after Goring 

heath’s enclosure in 1812.198  

 

 

 

 

In 1814 the curate reported 24 houses at Cray’s Pond and the ‘Brick Kiln’ (Shirvells 

Hill), 14 at Cold Harbour, 13 at Coombe End, and 19 across the rest of Goring Heath, 

including Collins End.199 The pattern changed little over the following century, although 

Battle House (known also as Stone Hall) was erected midway between Elvendon and 

Cleeve before 1851.200 Semi-detached cottages at Ladygrove were built c.1910 for workers 

on Sir C.D. Rose’s Hardwick estate in Goring and Whitchurch,201 and Elvendon Priory 

Cottages were built in 1926 for staff employed at Elvendon Priory,202 a fanciful name coined 

                                                      
198 Below, econ. hist. (since 1800); social hist. (1500−1800); cf. OHC, O15/4/M2/1 (Grove barn); The 
Times, 9 Aug. 1817 (New Fm); NHLE, no. 1194268 (Newhouse Farmho.). 
199 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 574, f. 130. 
200 TNA, HO 107/1691; cf. OHC, tithe map; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LII.15 (1878 edn). The name 
Battle (now also attached to the road from Elvendon Priory) may derive from the medieval Bataill(e) 
family: PN Oxon. I, 53. 
201 Barefield-Hutt, Hardwick, 125; cf. OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LVI.1 (1898 and 1912 edns). 
202 D. Miles, ‘Memories of a Happy Childhood near Elvendon Priory, Goring, 1930−45’, Goring Gap 
Local Hist. Soc. Jnl 19 (2017), 17−21. 

Dispersed settlement around the fringes of Goring heath, 
as shown on Davis’ 1797 map of Oxfordshire. 
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c.1900 for the former Elvendon manor house.203 Like the village Goring Heath increasingly 

attracted wealthy incomers, who built large country houses such as Flint House (1913) and 

Great Oaks (1914), the latter remodelling an existing farmhouse.204 Bensgrove Farm 

(formerly Woodside) was established in 1938 as a ‘gentleman’s pleasure farm’.205 New 

houses built at Cray’s Pond in the 1950s−60s included a small council estate called Garton 

End (c.1953), and eight council houses at Pennyroyal (between Cray’s Pond and Newhouse 

Farm) were completed by 1963. Later development was mainly restricted to piecemeal 

infilling, conversions, and extensions.206  

A Royal Air Force Maintenance Unit known as RAF Woodcote was established 

across a 175-a. site on Goring Heath in 1941−2, comprising a scattered mix of brick, timber, 

and corrugated-iron buildings including accommodation, storage, workshop facilities, and a 

fire and ambulance station. Most were focused on three adjoining sites between Cray’s 

Pond, Newhouse Farm, and Exlade Street. After the war the site continued as a barrack 

depot until 1959, when most of the buildings were removed leaving only their concrete 

bases. A few others were retained for agricultural use, but had mostly gone by 2017.207 

 

The Built Character 

 

The parish’s older buildings are chiefly of 17th- or 18th-century date, and in common with the 

wider Chiltern region are mostly of brick or flint, some of which replaced earlier wattle-and-

daub panels and chalk or clunch footings. Several houses conceal earlier timber frames, 

which were evidently once more numerous and which continued to be used after 1600, 

reflecting a good supply of timber and a paucity of local building stone. Bricklayers were 

present in the village in the 17th century when bricks were made locally at Goring Heath and 

Woodcote, and Cleeve had a lime kiln by 1788.208 Roofs were predominantly thatched or 

tiled, although much thatch was lost during the 20th century.209  

 The medieval buildings associated with Goring priory seem (based on excavated 

evidence and surviving architectural fragments) to have been of fairly high quality, 

incorporating late Romanesque and Early English carved stonework and brightly-coloured 

encaustic floor tiles. Most were laid out around a small cloister on the south side of the 

                                                      
203 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1903); cf. OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LII.15 (1899 and 1913 edns). The name 
arose from an erroneous belief that there had once been a priory there linked to Goring church by an 
underground passage: Fletcher, Tour, 37; Taunt, Goring, Streatley and the Neighbourhood, 87. 
204 Below (built character); Sale Cat., Northern Portion of the Hardwick Estate (1912): copy in WGHA. 
205 Sale Cat., Woodside (1946): copy in OHC.  
206 SODC planning docs (available online); OHC, RDC8/3/F9/42. 
207 www.mycetes.co.uk (accessed Dec. 2018), including site maps. 
208 Below, econ. hist. (pottery); VCH Oxon. VII, 104. 
209 GGA, WI Album (1965); A Picture History of Goring and Streatley (Goring & Streatley Local Hist. 
Soc., 1986), 8; Barefield-Hutt, Hardwick, passim. 
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parish church, perhaps with a secondary courtyard to the south.210 Other high-status early 

buildings include the church itself and the part-medieval Elvendon Priory.211 No medieval 

peasant housing is known, and the parish’s oldest surviving timber-framed buildings are 

probably of late 16th- or 17th-century origin, amongst them several farmhouses and cottages 

in Goring village,212 and others at Gatehampton213 and Goring Heath.214 Some (such as 

Coombe End Cottage and Haw Farmhouse) have queen-post roof trusses,215 which are 

found also in contemporary timber-framed barns,216 and many have lobby-entry plans.217 

Higher-status 17th-century buildings include Coombe End Farmhouse, a double-pile building 

of c.1650 remodelled in the 18th century,218 and the Old Vicarage, which has a symmetrical 

front and a projecting two-storey porch.219 Elm Cottage preserves a blocked two-light brick 

window with a hood mould, fronting Station Road.220 

 

    

 

 

                                                      
210 HER, PRN 2321; archit. fragments built into churchyard wall; Stone, Exact Account. Stone’s plan 
of the priory ‘from excavations made … 1892−3’ may be somewhat fanciful, especially since some of 
the wall footings he discovered may instead be associated with the later Goring Priory manor house. 
For belfry and furnishings, below, relig. hist. (relig. life: Middle Ages). 
211 Below, landownership (Elvendon); relig. hist. (church archit.). 
212 e.g. NHLE, nos 1059553 (Tudor Cottage), 1059556 (Hazel/Vine Cottage), 1059590 (W.H. Napper 
& Sons), 1194218 (Catherine Wheel). 
213 Ibid. no. 1059589 (Gatehampton Manor). 
214 e.g. ibid. nos 1059558 (Coombe End Cottage), 1059561 (Querns), 1059564 (Meadow Cottage), 
1059566 (Cherry Tree Cottage), 1059588 (Beech Farmhouse), 1194245 (Ladygrove Cottage), 
1194304 (Old Keepers Cottage), 1285759 (Lavender Cottage), 1368928 (Haw Farmhouse); cf. 
Barefield-Hutt, Hardwick, passim. 
215 NHLE, nos 1059558, 1368928. 
216 Ibid. nos 1059557 (Old Farmho. barn), 1194238 (Coombe End Farm barn), 1194247 (Querns 
barn), 1368938 (Gatehampton barn), 1368960 (Catherine Wheel barn). 
217 Ibid. nos 1059552, 1059553, 1059590. 
218 L. Prosser et al., ‘Coombe End Farm House, Goring Heath, Oxfordshire: Historic Building 
Recording’ (unpubl. report for Archaeological Solutions Ltd, 2011, accessed online). 
219 NHLE, no. 1059554; below, relig. hist. (curate’s ho.). 
220 NHLE, no. 1368961. 

The Old Vicarage (left) and Elm Cottage (right) 
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 Brick was used in the early 18th century both for Richard Lybbe’s almshouse near 

the church (built c.1725) and for Henry Allnutt’s almshouse at Goring Heath (completed in 

1726). The former is a plain terrace of originally four two-storey dwellings, with end 

chimneystacks and a rear catslide roof,221 though the latter (described below) is far more 

elaborate, constructed on a courtyard plan and combining red and grey bricks for effect. 

Outlying farmhouses extended or remodelled in the late 18th or early 19th century include 

Gatehampton Manor, which bears a scratched date of 1780,222 and Bottom Farm, where a 

‘polite’ wing with Flemish-bond brickwork and a dentil cornice was added c.1835.223 Within 

the village, Old Farmhouse (formerly Place or Goring Farm) on Station Road was 

remodelled in brick along classical lines, incorporating sash windows, a hipped roof, and a 

central porch with Doric columns,224 and some timber-framed cottages were also refronted, 

amongst them (in 1805 and 1806) two in High Street belonging to the Goring Heath 

almshouse charity.225 The classical style was adopted in the red-brick former Countess of 

Huntingdon’s Connexion chapel of 1793 in High Street, which features a hipped roof, arched 

windows, and a central arched doorway. Until alterations in 1979 its double-height interior 

had a wooden pulpit set against the south wall, while a three-sided gallery (its panelled front 

divided by fluted pilasters) was supported on square wooden posts.226 Georgian ‘Gothick’ 

influence is evident in the windows of Glebe Cottage, a 17th-century flint and brick building 

remodelled towards the end of the 18th century.227 

 Goring’s late Victorian architecture was stylistically varied, although virtually all 

buildings of the period used red brick. Nun’s Acre (designed by Percy Stone for himself in 

1886 and demolished in 1967) adopted a ‘Jacobethan’ style, incorporating elaborate stained 

glass, stone chimneypieces, and sculpted beasts topping the gateposts.228 The Temple 

(demolished in 1934) was altered on more neo-classical lines by Leonard Stokes in 1896, 

featuring a two-storey canted bay.229 Of Goring’s surviving buildings, the Free church of 

1893 (by J.O. Cooper and W.R. Howell) is in a domestic style featuring half-timbered gables, 

                                                      
221 NHLE, no. 1059555; Pevsner, Oxon. 615, both misdating it to 1768. For the actual date, below, 
social hist. (welfare). 
222 Below, landownership (Gatehampton). 
223 J. Steane and J. Ayres, Traditional Buildings in the Oxford Region c.1300−1840 (2013), 234−7; cf. 
NHLE, no. 1194228. 
224 NHLE, no. 1194226 (suggesting a mid 18th-cent. date); GGA, ‘Goring: houses with dates on them’ 
(citing a plaque with the date 1809). 
225 Datestones HAC 1805 and HAC 1806, standing for Henry Allnutt’s Charity; cf. OHC, P402/1/M/1. 
226 C. Stell, Inv. Nonconf. Chapels in Central Eng. (1986), 176; GGA, Religion 2, letters and architect’s 
plans 1979. 
227 NHLE, no. 1368939; cf. GGA, Buildings 1, notes on Glebe Cottage, citing exterior brick dated 
1785; ibid. ‘Goring: houses with dates on them’, citing MH 1796 daubed in mortar at back of building. 
228 Building News, 23 June 1886; J. Hurst, ‘Nun’s Acre’, Goring & Streatley Local Hist. Soc. Jnl 10 
(2008), 6−10. 
229 OHC, RDC6/3/Y1/28; Picture History, 19. 
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and has an irregular plan,230 whilst The Mount (1877) is one of several houses designed by 

the resident architect James Dodd.231 Percy Stone also designed the working men’s club of 

1888, the parochial school extension (1890), a boat showroom for Samuel Saunders (1894, 

now the Royal Mail sorting office), and the parish room of 1900 (now the village hall), which 

is distinguished by its clock-turret and small flying buttresses.232 Work by the Reading 

architect William Ravenscroft included Rest Harrow (formerly Streatley View, 1888), 

Crossways (1897), and the Roman Catholic church of 1897−8,233 the last (comprising 

chancel, nave, north porch, and octagonal north-east tower) designed in a free Gothic style 

and featuring exposed interior brickwork and stone-mullioned windows.234 

 

   

 

 

 

 Some of the largest houses in the parish were erected in the early 20th century. 

Cariad (designed by William Walker for the earl of Shrewsbury in 1912) was a large, half-

timbered mock-Tudor mansion which was partly re-assembled in Brampford Speke (Devon) 

following its demolition in 1972.235 Flint House (Ernest Newton for F.N. Garrard, 1913) and 

Great Oaks (Frank Pearson for F.G. Lomax, 1914) are both Tudor-style country houses near 

Cray’s Pond, the former built of stone and flint on an H-plan, and featuring gables and a two-

                                                      
230 S. Gold, A Biographical Dictionary of Architects at Reading (1999, privately published); Pevsner, 
Oxon. 615. 
231 Gold, Dictionary; above (Goring village since 1800). 
232 Goring Par. Mag. (Jan. 1887, June 1900); GGA, Leisure 1, working men’s club pamphlet 1888; 
Sale Cat., Ellis’ Boatbuilding Business (1908): copy in GGA, Box File 2; M. Anderson, Goring School: 
The First 150 Years (2005), 22. 
233 Gold, Dictionary; Hurst, ‘Housing Development’. 
234 Pevsner, Oxon. 615; R. Knollys, Church of Our Lady & St John, Goring on Thames: Centenary 
Celebration 1898−1998 (1998). 
235 OHC, RDC6/3/Y1/174; Gold, Dictionary; Berks. Mercury, 23 Mar. 1972; Picture History, 15; Sale 
Cat., Cariad, Brampford Speke (2018), accessed online (www.knightfrank.com) May 2019; below, 
social hist. (since 1800). 

The Mount (left) and Streatley View (right).  
Images courtesy of Goring Gap Local History Society. 
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storeyed porch.236 The latter (brick and stone with half-timbered gables) is built around three 

sides of a courtyard, and is a substantial enlargement of a pre-existing farmhouse on Sir 

C.D. Rose’s Hardwick estate which Pearson had already remodelled c.1910.237 Amongst 

later houses, Whiteacre at Cold Harbour (Philip Dowson, 1958) is a striking example of 

modernist design, featuring a square central block of brick with a pyramidal roof projecting 

over a glass clerestory.238 Otherwise most 20th-century building was unremarkable, 

comprising ‘speculative building and “executive” homes of no merit’.239 Miller’s Close 

(1964−5), a residential estate in Goring village, was (unusually) built in neo-classical style.240  

 

   

 

 

 

Goring Heath Almshouse Henry Allnutt’s brick-built almshouse at Goring Heath, 

completed posthumously in 1726 and supposedly designed by him,241 originally comprised 

twelve 1½-storey dwellings set around three sides of an open courtyard, all flanking a tall 

central chapel whose elaborate shaped gable bears a clock and a stone inscription, and 

which is surmounted by a lantern-cum-bellcote with an ogee-shaped lead cupola. At either 

end of the central range are the matron’s house (north-west) and the council room (south-

east, formerly the schoolroom), while the end gables of the two wings are flanked by stone 

acorns.242 Each individual almsman’s dwelling comprised three rooms (one of them heated); 

                                                      
236 OHC, RDC6/3/Y1/184; NHLE, no. 1059528; Pevsner, Oxon. 616; C. Aslett, The Last Country 
Houses (1982), 317. In 2017 it was a police rehabilitation centre: www.flinthouse.co.uk (accessed 
Dec. 2017). 
237 OHC, RDC6/3/Y1/182−3; Kelly's Dir. Oxon. (1915); Sale Cat., Northern Portion of the Hardwick 
Estate (1912); Sale Cat., Great Oaks (1933): copy in OHC. In 2017 it formed the nucleus of the 
Oratory prep school: below, social hist. (educ.). 
238 Pevsner, Oxon. 616; M. Girouard, ‘A House with a Clerestory’, Country Life, 9 Feb. 1961, 288−9. 
239 Pevsner, Oxon. 614. 
240 Picture History, 13. 
241 Plaque on building, stating that ‘this House was erected … in the Year 1726’; below, social hist. 
(welfare). 
242 A. Brodie et al., ‘Alnutts Hospital, Goring Heath’ (unpubl. report for RCHME,1992): copy in GGA, 
Box File 5; NHLE, no. 1194275; Pevsner, Oxon. 616−17; cf. G.E.B. Rogers, A Short History of the 
Charities of Henry Allnutt, John Baker, and Robert Baker (1928). For 20th-cent. changes to 
accommodation, below, social hist. (welfare); for the chapel’s functions and interior, below, relig. hist. 

Cariad (left) and Flint House (right). Photographs from Goring Gap 
Local History Society and OHC, GORIb/333.3. 
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water was drawn from a well in the courtyard,243 and a presumably detached kitchen was 

mentioned in 1838,244 although there is no evidence for communal eating. The clock was 

provided in 1728 and given a new copper dial plate in 1815.245  

Associated buildings include the detached Charity Farmhouse some 200 m. to the 

north, which appears to be of a similar date and retains a barn and a timber-framed granary 

on staddle stones.246 A 2½-storey chaplain’s house (now Allnutt House) was erected south-

east of the almshouse in 1742, enlarged in 1776, and partially rebuilt in 1927. That, too, is 

brick-built, and features sash windows, a deep parapet, and hipped dormers. A later 

addition, immediately north-west of the almshouse, is the brick-built former school of 1878 

(enlarged by Joseph Morris in 1894).247 Dismissed by Pevsner as ‘a horrible parody of the 

style of the almshouses’, it incorporates variegated brickwork, shaped gables, and ball 

finials.248 

 

     

       

                                                      
243 Brodie et al., ‘Alnutt’s Hospital’; although cf. Secker’s Visit. 68, stating that ‘the almsmen are 
allowed two rooms each’.  
244 OHC, O15/4/M1/3; below, local govt. 
245 OHC, O15/1/F1/1, p. 3, payment to Wm Gunn; ibid. Goring Heath par. reg. transcript, appendix. 
246 NHLE, nos 1368924, 1194270 (barn),1059563 (granary). 
247 Ibid. no. 1194281 (Chaplaincy); OHC, Goring Heath par. reg. transcript (appendix); Rogers, Short 
History, 14. 
248 Pevsner, Oxon. 617; below, social hist. (educ.). 

Goring Heath almshouse 
(above) and the former 

chaplain’s house (Allnutt 
House, below). 


