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Social Character and Communal Life 

 

The parish’s population was divided from the Middle Ages between Goring village, its 

riverside satellites at Cleeve and Gatehampton, and the scattered upland farmsteads and 

hamlets around Goring Heath.1 Some sense of parish identity was presumably engendered 

by the parish church, which was patronised by upland landowners such as the lords of 

Elvendon as well as by lowland dwellers, while shared grazing rights on the heath probably 

also helped bind the parish together.2 The existence of separate tithings for ‘Goring below 

down’ and ‘Goring above down’ nevertheless pointed up the geographical divide,3 which was 

also reflected in medieval bynames derived from outlying settlements, and which was 

perhaps reinforced by the emergence of distinct upland manors. Some of those living around 

the heath certainly attended nearer churches at Whitchurch, Mapledurham, or Checkendon, 

at least in the 19th century, by which time outlying settlements such as Cray’s Pond had 

their own shops and pubs.4 Goring village itself emerged early on as a local service centre, a 

role which expanded considerably from the mid 19th century as the village attracted wealthy 

incomers and commuters following the opening of the railway. Even so the parish remained 

predominantly agricultural until recent times, with a broad range of individual prosperity and, 

at times, some abject poverty.5 

 

The Middle Ages 

 

During the 12th and 13th centuries Goring’s dominant lordly family was the Druvals, who 

despite retaining possessions in Normandy until 12046 lived mainly at the manor house next 

to Goring church. Whether they founded the adjacent Goring priory (established by 1135) is 

unclear, but they certainly patronised it from an early date, and Emma, sister of Thomas and 

Hugh Druval, became a nun there some time between 1173 and 1181, for which Thomas 

                                                      
1 Above, landscape etc. (settlement). 
2 Above, econ. hist. (agric. landscape); below, relig. hist. 
3 TNA, SC 2/212/4; Cal. Pat. 1436–41, 212; below, local govt. 
4 Above, landscape etc. (settlement); landownership; econ. hist. (trades); below, relig. hist. 
5 Above, econ. hist.; below. 
6 M. Chibnall (ed.), Select Documents of the English Lands of the Abbey of Bec (Camden 3rd ser. 73, 
1951), 13–14; C.D. Tilley, ‘The Honour of Wallingford, 1066–1300’ (Univ. of London PhD thesis, 
2011), 336–7. 
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and Hugh made additional grants.7 The family also supported other religious houses, 

including Eynsham abbey, where a relative was a monk c.1150;8 in addition they forged 

strong alliances within the honor of Wallingford (particularly with the Bassets of Bicester), 

and during the rebellion of 1215 Hugh Druval was one of ten knights of the honor ordered to 

guard Wallingford castle.9 The lords of Gatehampton also made gifts to Goring priory, but 

lived elsewhere.10 

 The Druvals moved away by the early 14th century, their role taken over in part by 

the Lovedays as lords of the emergent upland manors of Elvendon and Applehanger. The 

family displayed its newfound status by creating deer parks and endowing a chantry in the 

parish church, where family members were buried and commemorated with brasses with 

French and English inscriptions.11 In 1327 Eleanor Loveday of Applehanger and John 

Loveday of Elvendon accounted between them for almost a fifth of the parish’s total tax 

yield, paying 9s. 3d. and 7s. respectively. The lord of Gatehampton (Thomas Coudray) paid 

8s. 4d., and the lord of Goring 8s., although the highest amount (9s. 6d.) was paid by 

Geoffrey Launton, a freeholder whose family were acquiring land in the parish by the 

1290s.12 Relations between the parish’s lords were not always good. The lord of Goring 

(John de Mohun) initiated a land claim against John Loveday in 1350,13 and in 1354 Loveday 

himself settled a long-running dispute with the prioress of Goring, which had originated with 

his father.14 

The priory (though not wealthy) was also a major local landowner, sited in the midst 

of Goring village and sharing the extended parish church.15 In the early 16th century nuns 

were allowed into the village in pairs in order to make purchases,16 and inhabitants must 

have been well aware of occasional incidents at the priory itself, including disputed elections 

and (in 1304) the violent abduction of a nun. The priory community was never large, 

numbering 36 (exceptionally) in 1301, but only 8 in 1445 and 1530. Male employees, living 

presumably elsewhere, included the chaplain and a steward, and a lay brother was 

mentioned in 1304.17 

The wider population included an unusually high number of free tenants, perhaps in 

part reflecting the manor’s origins within an Anglo-Saxon royal estate, or the wooded nature 

                                                      
7 J. Blair, ‘The Foundation of Goring Priory’, Oxoniensia 51 (1986), 194–6; below, relig. hist. 
8 Eynsham Cart. I, p. 106; above, landownership (other estates). 
9 Blair, ‘Foundation’, 196–7; Rot. Litt. Pat. I, 132; Tilley, ‘Honour of Wallingford’, 260, 316–17. 
10 Goring Charters, I, no. 1; Boarstall Cart. no. 202; above, landownership (Gatehampton). 
11 Above, landownership; econ. hist. (agric. landscape); below, relig. hist. 
12 TNA, E 179/161/9; for the Launtons, Goring Charters, I, nos 63--5, 86, 106–7; II, nos 195–6. 
13 OHC, E1/T/1; Goring Charters, I, no. 162. 
14 Goring Charters, I, p. xx; II, no. 243. 
15 Above, landscape etc. (settlement); landownership; below, relig. hist. 
16 Visit. Dioc. Linc. II, 156. 
17 VCH Oxon. II, 103−4; Visit. Dioc. Linc. I, 117−18; II, 155−8; below, relig. hist. 
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of the Chiltern uplands, which were better suited to isolated holdings with their own closes 

than to communities sharing open fields.18 Three ‘free men’ were recorded on Goring manor 

in 1086 (out of only 26 noted in the county as a whole),19 and in 1279 virtually all of the 

manor’s tenants were freeholders, the only exceptions being a villein yardlander and nine 

landless cottagers owing light labour services. Amongst the freeholds were the nascent 

Elvendon and Applehanger manors, the former then held by a junior branch of the Druval 

family whose adopted surname of Waleys (Walensis) suggests Welsh connections. Other 

freeholders were named from outlying farms (Haw and ‘Chalcore’), occupations (Chapman 

and Turner), or free status (Franklin), while two others may have been incomers from 

Blewbury and Harwell in Berkshire.20 Several issued their own charters and witnessed those 

of their neighbours.21 Gatehampton’s social structure was more typical of the area, including 

five half-yardlanders who owed heavy labour services in return for food allowances,22 and 

the hamlet was also less prosperous than Goring, its median tax in 1327 totalling 2s. 

compared with Goring’s 4s. 3d.23 Nonetheless the two places together paid the highest tax 

by far of any parish in the hundred in 1334.24 

 Despite the Black Death 128 inhabitants aged over 14 paid the poll tax of 1377, the 

second highest number in the hundred after North Stoke and Ipsden combined.25 Even so 

tenants were by then probably fewer in number and wealthier, and some prominent peasant 

families such as the Belebouches and Chalcores were replaced by others, including the 

Critchfields and Martins.26 Some leading tenants held office in the shire, Robert Durham 

serving as tax collector in 1392.27 Day-to-day affairs were managed as earlier in the manor 

courts, which heard complaints of trespass, poaching, subletting without licence, and illicit 

felling of timber;28 a Whitchurch man was outlawed in 1438 for taking two young hawks in 

the woods of Sir Richard le Strange, the lord of Goring,29 who the same year was embroiled 

in disputes with the prioress of Goring and the lord of Elvendon, Simon Raleigh.30 The will of 

Raleigh’s widow Joan (d. 1455) shows that the she lived in some comfort at Elvendon, her 

household goods including soft furnishings, items of linen and clothing, and silverware. Her 

decision to leave the manor to a household servant (Thomas Luffyncote) rather than to a 

                                                      
18 Cf. VCH Oxon. VIII, 26. 
19 DB, f. 158; Blair, A-S Oxon. 141. 
20 Rot. Hund. II, 777–8; Goring Charters, I, pp. xliii–iv, lxvii, no. 20. 
21 Goring Charters, I, pp. xxv–lxvii, nos 5–127. 
22 Rot. Hund. II, 777–8; above, econ. hist. (Middle Ages). 
23 TNA, E 179/161/9. 
24 Glasscock (ed.), Lay Subsidy 1334, 243. 
25 Poll Taxes 1377–81, ed. Fenwick, 295. No detailed returns survive. 
26 Goring Charters, I, pp. xxxv–vi, xlvi; above, econ. hist. (medieval farming; 1500–1800). 
27 Cal. Fine 1391–9, 27. 
28 OHC, E1/M1/CR/2–14; E1/M2/CR/1–2. 
29 TNA, C 88/121, no. 59. 
30 OHC, E1/M1/CR/30. 



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Goring (July 2019) • © VCH Oxfordshire • Social • p. 4 
 
 

blood relative led to protracted litigation, which was settled only in the 1470s.31 Other 

prominent 15th-century inhabitants probably included demesne lessees, although some 

demesne farms were let to outsiders.32 

 

1500–1800 

 

By the early 16th century the parish’s lords were non-resident, save for the prioress of 

Goring at what was by then a small and impoverished institution with its buildings in poor 

repair.33 In their absence parish society was dominated by leading tenants such as Thomas 

Martin (the priory’s lessee at Stapnall’s grange), who paid the highest tax (25s.) in 1525. His 

nearest rivals were Thomas Wilder and William Talbot (paying 6s. each), while five others 

paid 2s.–5s., fifteen paid 12d.–18d., and ten (probably servants or wage labourers) paid the 

lowest rate of 4d.34 Talbot (d. 1529) gifted 45½ qrs of barley in his will, including 20 qrs to a 

Henley man, four bushels each to Goring’s parish and priory churches, and a bushel each to 

eight neighbouring churches, presumably reflecting the extent of his social ties.35 The 

‘gentlewoman’ Margaret Uvydall (d. 1557) made similar bequests and ordered that the 

contents of her great linen chest should be divided equally among ‘the poorest within the 

street of Goring’. She evidently enjoyed a comfortable lifestyle, owning silver spoons, two 

featherbeds, and a green coverlet of ‘arras work’ (rich tapestry).36 

 The 1550s saw the arrival of the Whistler family, who remained for some two 

hundred years: first as resident lords of Gatehampton, and later also as farmers elsewhere 

in the parish.37 Various family members were buried and commemorated in the church, while 

Eleanor (d. 1630) endowed a parish charity, and was remembered locally for her piety and 

abstemiousness.38 Six ‘gentlemen’ were resident in 1642, including two of the Whistlers and 

Richard Paslow of Beech Farm (the lord of Elvendon), while Robert Calton, resident owner 

of Goring Priory manor, was an ‘esquire’. Presumably he lived at the Priory manor house 

near the church (Goring Place),39 which in the 1680s (when occupied by his successors the 

Hendersons) was stylishly furnished with a virginal in the ‘school room’, nine leather chairs in 

                                                      
31 Linc. Dioc. Docs, 66–9; OHC, E1/2/1D/1–2; above, landownership (Elvendon). 
32 Above, econ. hist. 
33 VCH Oxon. II, 103−4; above, landownership; econ. hist. (1500−1800). 
34 TNA, E 179/161/201. For Martin, above, econ. hist. (medieval farming). 
35 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 178.2 (listing the churches of Streatley and Basildon (both Berks.), 
Checkendon, Ipsden, Mapledurham, North and South Stoke, and Whitchurch). 
36 Ibid. MS Wills Oxon. 182.96 (mentioning most of the same churches plus Bradfield and Stanford 
Dingley (Berks.)). 
37 Above, landownership (Gatehampton); econ. hist. (1500–1800); cf. R.F. Whistler, ‘The Annals of an 
English Family’, Sussex Archaeol. Collns 35 (1887), pedigree facing p. 60. 
38 Bodl. MS Hearne’s Diaries 74, pp. 150–60, 167; T. Hearne (ed.), Gulielmi Neubrigensis Historia 
sive Chronica, III (1719), 737–9; below (charities). 
39 Prot. Retns, 101–2; above, landownership. 
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the ‘little parlour’, and a looking glass and harpsichord in the ‘great parlour’.40 It was also the 

parish’s largest residence, taxed on 10 hearths in 1665, while the nearby lay rector’s house 

(occupied by Thomas Allen) had 7 hearths, and four others (including the Whistlers’ 

Gatehampton Farm) had five.41 Allen (d. 1670) also built a house for the curate and was 

buried in the chancel of Goring church, although his monument (like those of some other 

family members) has since been lost.42 By the 1750s the chief landowners were again non-

resident, and for the rest of the century curates reported that there were no ‘families of note’ 

living in the parish.43 The architect Sir John Soane was born probably in Goring in 1753, 

however, where his father was a bricklayer,44 while the Nicholls family (lay rectors and 

landowners) resided occasionally and acquired a burial place beneath the altar.45 

 Among the more general population, three householders were taxed on 3–4 hearths 

in 1665 and 21 (70 per cent) on 1–2 hearths, suggesting very modest houses. Three others 

were excused payment altogether on grounds of poverty,46 and over all some 77 per cent of 

17th-century testators left goods worth £50 or less, including 13 per cent under £10.47 In a 

few cases their debts out-valued their possessions.48 Poverty led to the usual cases of petty 

crime, with one man gaoled for highway robbery in 1775,49 and some other parishioners 

prosecuted for petty theft.50 The Church courts regulated moral behaviour, hearing cases of 

fornication and adultery and one of unlicensed midwifery,51 while the Quarter Sessions 

issued occasional fines for swearing.52 Other local disputes concerned tithes,53 ferries,54 

grazing, and timber.55 More seriously there was friction over informal enclosure, both in the 

early 16th century when several landowners were accused of evicting tenants,56 and in 1650 

when newly-erected enclosure banks on Goring heath were repeatedly broken down.57 

                                                      
40 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 81/2/25. 
41 Hearth Tax Oxon. 2–3; above, landownership. The 1662 return is defective: TNA, E 179/164/504. 
42 Bodl. MS Hearne's Diaries 74, pp. 152–4; below, relig. hist. (curate’s ho.). 
43 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 555, f. 245; d 558, f. 253; d 651, f. 249; b 37, f. 57. 
44 ODNB, s.v. Soane. 
45 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 574, f. 130; ibid. par. reg. transcript; J. Skelton, Antiquities of Oxon. (1823), 
Langtree Hund. p. 2; above, landownership. 
46 Hearth Tax Oxon. 2–3. 
47 Calculated from 64 wills and inventories in OHC and TNA proved between 1600 and 1700. 
48 e.g. OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 176/2/12; 107.230; 73/1/5. 
49 Oxf. Jnl Syn. 17 Jan. 1775. 
50 OHC, Cal. QS, IX, pp. 134, 139; Oxf. Jnl Syn. 3 Mar. 1790. 
51 E.R. Brinkworth (ed.), The Archdeacon’s Court: Liber Actorum, 1584 (ORS 23--4, 1942--6), I, pp. 2, 
73, 77; II, p. 218; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 4, ff. 71v., 195v., 200; ibid. MS Archd. Oxon. c 129, ff. 50–8. 
52 OHC, Cal. QS, IX, pp. 8, 58. 
53 Oxf. Ch. Ct Deposns 1570–4, pp. 20, 36; Berks. RO, D/A2/c150, ff. 29–32. 
54 Bodl. MS Hearne's Diaries 74, pp. 168–9; above, landscape etc. (communics). 
55 OHC, E1/3/1D/7–11. 
56 I.S. Leadam (ed.), Domesday of Enclosures 1517–1518 (1897), I, 332–3, 336–7, 352–3, 374–5. 
57 Berks. RO, R/AZ3/4/45.  
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An unidentified church house existed by 1537, used possibly for social gatherings or 

for pauper accommodation.58 Several testators left money for public bread and drink at their 

funerals,59 and dancing and bowling in the churchyard was complained of in 1584.60 An 

annual Goring feast was held in July by 1674, when around 60 people who had attended 

from Berkshire were reportedly drowned after their boat capsized near Goring lock.61 

Occasional drownings also occurred in other years, not only in the river but in Cray’s pond, 

where a boy and a girl perished in 1690.62 Inns and alehouses existed at Goring by the early 

18th century, and presumably much earlier.63  

 

    

 

A riverside spring at Cleeve became known for its healing properties in the 1630s–

50s, attracting significant numbers of visitors.64 In 1677 it was ‘quite deserted’,65 but interest 

revived c.1720, prompting the landowner Richard Lybbe to build the adjacent Leather Bottle 

or Spring House to regulate sale of its waters. Every vessel filled was to be sealed with his 

                                                      
58 TNA, SC 6/HENVIII/2924, m. 6; OHC, E1/M2/E/1; P. Cowley, The Church Houses: their religious 
and social significance (1970). 
59 e.g. OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 183.143; TNA, PROB 11/88/244; PROB 11/153/319. 
60 Below, relig. hist. (Reformn). 
61 Goring Charters, II, 283 (reprint of a 1674 pamphlet in Bodl.). 
62 OHC, par. reg. transcript, burials 1690, 1693, 1718, 1728, 1730 etc. 
63 Above, econ. hist. (trades). 
64 Wood’s Life, I, 233. 
65 R. Plot, The Natural History of Oxfordshire (1677), 48, 61. 

Left: Title page of a pamphlet relating the 
1674 drowning at Goring lock. Source: 

Goring Charters, II. 
 

 Below: The Leather Bottle pub (originally 
Spring House). 
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arms, and the price fixed at 1d. a quart.66 The antiquary Thomas Hearne’s father visited in 

1722, claiming that 700 people (including scholars from Oxford University) had visited the 

previous Sunday.67 In 1723 it was said that the spring was ‘in daily public use’, with 

‘accommodation and bathing and reception for any that come’, and testimonials alleged that 

the waters healed ‘lameness, blindness, scurvy and palsy, swellings, and running sores of all 

kinds’.68 By 1792 the spring was little used, being ‘formerly famous for its water’, although 

the inn remained.69  

 

Since 1800 

 

In the early 19th century Goring maintained its population of farmers, agricultural labourers, 

and craftsmen, the vast majority of them locally born.70 Curates and lords generally still lived 

elsewhere, leaving the landowner and barrister John Nicholls (who intermittently occupied 

the rectory house near the church) as the parish’s principal inhabitant. Nicholls promoted 

both parliamentary enclosures, pressed for investigation into the Allnutt almshouse charity, 

and supported the curate in a vitriolic dispute over church services in 1814.71 He sold up in 

1819, however,72 and by 1820 Goring’s population consisted mainly of labourers, ‘most of 

them on the poor book’.73 In 1831 there was significant unemployment, several paupers 

being given work on the parish’s roads ‘from not knowing what to do with them’,74 and in 

1839 a Goring labourer was accused (with at least eight other people) of riot.75 Poaching and 

petty thefts continued,76 although later in the century some landowners helped the poor by 

allowing them to collect firewood in their woods one day a year.77 Despite obvious poverty 

and squalor in some parts of the village – including Cleeve, which was described as ‘one 

mass of filth, miasma, fever, and cholera’78 – visitors were nevertheless increasingly 

                                                      
66 OHC, O15/4/M1/2; ibid. P432/7/M1/1; E.J. Climenson (ed.), Passages from the Diaries of Mrs Philip 
Lybbe Powys of Hardwick House, Oxon: AD 1756–1808 (1899), 275. 
67 Hearne’s Collns, VII, 374, 379, 390. 
68 Reading Mercury, 20 Jul., 23 Sept. 1723. 
69 Climenson (ed.), Diaries, 275. 
70 TNA, HO 107/882/3; HO 107/1691. 
71 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 574, f. 130; c 661, ff. 146−7; above, landownership; econ. hist.; below 
(welfare); relig. hist. 
72 Above, landownership. 
73 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 578, f. 114. 
74 LJ LXIII, 640–1. 
75 OHC, QS1839/3/L3/1. 
76 e.g. ibid. Cal. QS, II, ff. 116, 214v., 217, 255v., 356, 445v.; ibid. QS1835/1/L7/24; QS1844/2/L3/14; 
QS1845/1/L1/116–17. 
77 Ibid. S116/1/A2/1, p. 27; S116/1/A3/1, p. 46. 
78 Ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. d 178, p. 240 (also describing respectable Goring inhabitants as living ‘among 
pigs, puddles, privies .... and muck middens’); cf. Wilb. Dioc. Bks, 182. The description comes from an 
anon. letter to the press pasted into the diocesan book of Sam. Wilberforce, who was possibly the 
author. 
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attracted to Goring. One was the artist J.M.W. Turner, who painted Goring mill and church 

c.1806.79 

 The building of a toll bridge between Goring and Streatley in 1837 not only brought 

the two communities closer together,80 but also, coupled with the opening of the railway 

station in 1840, heralded the start of the village’s transformation into one of the region’s 

premier riverside resorts.81 Goring increasingly attracted tourists (including artists and 

writers)82 as well as permanent incomers with independent means or professional 

backgrounds, who erected large houses and employed significant numbers of servants. 

Amongst them were several distinguished military men, notably Sir Beachcroft Towse (d. 

1948), Sir Henry Harwood (d. 1950),83 and James Fife, who became embroiled in a bitter 

controversy surrounding restoration of the church in 1887–8.84 Others included the Canadian 

imperialist Sir George Parkin (d. 1922)85 and the civil engineer Arthur Telford Simpson, 

affectionately remembered after his death in 1928 as ‘the dear old squire of The Temple’, the 

name of his house at Cleeve.86 In 1912 the riverside mansion known as Cariad was 

commissioned by Charles John Chetwynd-Talbot, 20th earl of Shrewsbury, for the actress 

Ellen (Nellie) Brownlee.87 Goring Heath’s more distinguished residents included the earl and 

countess of Cottenham at Elvendon Priory, the surgeon and royal physician Sir Rickman 

John Godlee (d. 1925), Bt, at Coombe End Farm, and the army officer Sir John Reid Smiley 

(d. 1930), Bt, at Great Oaks.88 Nonetheless several of the larger houses stood empty during 

the winter months, prompting the vicar to complain in 1890 of the ‘constantly varying 

population’ and of ‘the godlessness of so many rich Londoners who take furnished houses 

here and apartments in the summer, and by their bad example corrupt the working 

                                                      
79 www.tate.org.uk (accessed Oct. 2017). 
80 By 1931 the two villages were ‘in the minds of the general public … one and indivisible’: Goring 
Charters, I, p. xxxii. 
81 Above, landscape etc. (communics; settlement). For a regional perspective on Goring’s social 
transformation, R. Stewart-Beardsley, ‘After the Railway: a study of socio-economic change in five 
rural parishes in the upper Thames valley, 1830−1901’ (Reading Univ. PhD thesis, 2009), 116−27, 
224−46 and passim. 
82 D.M. Hall, ‘A Search for Artists in the Goring Gap’, Goring & Streatley Local Hist. Soc. Jnl 5 (2003), 
8–11; F. Godsell, ‘Oscar Wilde at Goring’, ibid. 2 (1999), 11–12. 
83 ODNB, s.v. Harwood, Towse; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883 and later edns). 
84 G. Alder, ‘The Modernisation of Goring Church 1887–8’, Goring & Streatley Local Hist. Soc. Jnl 14 
(2012), 15–21; below, relig. hist. 
85 ODNB, s.v. Parkin; plaque in church. 
86 TNA, RG 13/1141; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1899–1928 edns); Goring Parish Mag. (Dec. 1928); above, 
landscape etc. (settlement). 
87 Sale Cat., Cariad, Brampford Speke (2018), accessed online (www.knightfrank.com) May 2019; 
OHC, RDC6/2/F4/1; RDC6/2/F4/4. For the building, above, landscape etc. (built character). 
88 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1907–31 edns); ODNB, s.v. Godlee; above, landownership (Elvendon; other 
estates). For the earl and countess, cf. The Times, 5 May 1913; 31 Aug. 1916. 
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classes’.89 More humble transient residents included bargemen living on the river, navvies 

encamped by the railway, and travellers occupying caravans at Goring Heath.90 

 Social life for the wider population still largely revolved around the parish’s inns and 

pubs, located both in the village and (by the later 19th century) in outlying hamlets such as 

Cray’s Pond, Shirvells Hill, and Collins End.91 The Miller of Mansfield was used for manorial 

courts,92 and others (including three at Goring Heath) for various friendly societies recorded 

from 1836, of which branches of the Foresters and Oddfellows lasted into the 20th century.93 

The Oddfellows’ feast replaced the earlier July revel and continued annually until c.1928, 

held for some years on the recreation ground given in 1888 by the landowner C.L.W. 

Gardiner (of The Temple),94 and vested in the parish council in 1926.95 More unusual 

festivities included the roasting of a whole sheep on the frozen river in January 1891.96 A 

cricket club was established in 1876, a football club in 1896 (re-established in 1901), and a 

bowling club in 1934, while creation of a golf club in 1895 (with a course in Streatley) catered 

presumably for the parish’s more affluent incomers.97 An annual regatta was held on the 

Thames from 1887 until 1914, for which extra trains were laid on to and from London.98 

Other clubs before 1910 catered for choral singing, gardening, and amateur dramatics, and 

1897 saw the founding of a boys’ drum and fife band.99 Cricket and football were both played 

at Goring Heath c.1920.100  

Meeting places in the village included a Temperance hall built in 1878,101 a working 

men’s club (later social club) erected in 1888 on land given by C.L.W. Gardiner,102 and 

Samuel Saunders’ boat-building premises opened in 1894, the showroom of which was 

regularly used for plays and concerts until a parish room was opened nearby in 1900.103 

During its first year that hosted events as diverse as church history lectures, copper-beating 

                                                      
89 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 356, f. 179; cf. Goring Parish Mag. (Jan. 1888). 
90 TNA, RG 12/988; OHC, par. reg. transcript, passim; Goring Parish Mag. (Jan. 1891). 
91 Above, econ. hist. (trades). 
92 OHC, E1/M1/CR/27, /31, /33; E1/M2/E/5. 
93 Oxon. FS, 147–9. 
94 Goring Par. Mag. (Aug. 1888; Aug. 1892); H. Taunt, Goring, Streatley and the Neighbourhood 
(1894), 8–9; Goring Charters, II, 283; and see above, landownership. 
95 Goring Parish Mag. (May 1926). 
96 Ibid. (Mar. 1891); J. Hurst, ‘Roasting a Sheep on Ice’, Goring & Streatley Local Hist. Soc. Jnl 13 
(2011), 28–9. 
97 Goring on Thames Cricket Club 1876–1976 (1976); Goring United Football Club Centenary 1901–
2001 (2001); Goring Bowling Club: A History 1934 to 2004 (2004); Goring and Streatley Golf Club: 
The First Hundred Years, 1895–1995 (1995): copies in GGA. 
98 Taunt, Goring, Streatley and the Neighbourhood, 43–5; Another Look at Goring and Streatley 
(Goring & Streatley Local Hist. Soc., 1999), 7; GGA, Leisure 1, regatta programme 1892. 
99 Goring Parish Mag. (Mar. 1886, July 1886, Jan. 1887, Apr. 1897, July 1902). 
100 W. Barefield-Hutt, Hardwick (2010), 115; cf. Goring Parish Mag. (July 1910). 
101 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883). 
102 Ibid. (1891); Goring Gap News, Apr. 1988. The club itself was founded in 1886: Goring Parish 
Mag. (Dec. 1886). 
103 Goring Parish Mag. (Jan. 1898, Apr. 1891); above, landscape etc. (settlement; built character). 
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classes, and an anti-vivisection demonstration, and an annexe was added in 1939 on part of 

the former rectory house site given by Sir A.J. Edmondson, after the house burned down.104 

The bulk of the site he gave to the parish council as a public garden, in memory of his 

daughter Peggy (d. 1934).105 At Cray’s Pond, Sir Charles Day Rose of Hardwick built a 

working men’s club and reading room in 1910, used later by Woodcote and Goring Heath 

schools for teaching practical subjects;106 a Temperance society met in a thatched hut 

opposite Goring Heath post office,107 and Goring Heath had its own Scout troop (meeting in 

a hut at Cray’s Pond) from 1929, following the earlier foundation of Goring branches of the 

Boy Scouts and Girl Guides in 1909 and 1920 respectively.108 A Goring branch of the 

Women’s Institute was formed in 1919 and continued until 2011, when a Cleeve branch still 

met.109 A policeman was resident in the village by 1861,110 and a long-serving doctor from 

1887,111 while the Goring Volunteer Fire Brigade was formed in 1900, and erected a fire 

station on Red Cross Road in 1936. That was replaced in 1976 with a fire station on Icknield 

Road, which remained in use by the county fire and rescue service in 2017.112 

 

   

 

                                                      
104 Goring Parish Mag. (June 1900, June 1901); GGA, Buildings 3; above, landownership (rectory). 
105 Goring Gap News, Nov. 1989; sign at entrance to rectory garden; above, landownership (rectory). 
106 ‘The Old School’ in 2017: Goring Parish Mag. (July 1910, Nov. 1910); V. Jordan, ‘A Very Pleasant 
School’: A Century of Education (Langtree School, 1999), 26; Goring Heath Charities mins 1936−65, 
p. 9: in almsho. office. 
107 Barefield-Hutt, Hardwick, 114–16. 
108 Scouting for History: The Story of the 1st Goring on Thames Scout Group (2016): copy in GGA; 
Goring Parish Mag. (Dec. 1920). 
109 OHC, O3/2/125; J. Emerton, ‘Goring Women’s Institute 1919–1924’, Goring & Streatley Local Hist. 
Soc. Jnl 14 (2012), 32–4. 
110 TNA, RG 9/742. 
111 Plaque to Herbert Lavington Evans (d. 1925) in church. For medical provision generally, below 
(welfare). 
112 C. Preuveneers, ‘Goring Fire Brigade in the 20th Century’, Goring & Streatley Local Hist. Soc. Jnl 4 
(2002), 16–18; Another Look, 31; Reading Mercury, 17 June 1976. 

Temperance hall, now a public library (left), and village hall, 
formerly the parish room (right) 

 



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Goring (July 2019) • © VCH Oxfordshire • Social • p. 11 
 
 

During the First World War Battle House was used as a Red Cross Auxiliary 

hospital,113 and more than 50 parishioners died on active service, their names inscribed on a 

stone cross in the churchyard which was dedicated as a war memorial in 1921.114 During the 

Second World War many of Goring’s larger houses were used for war-related work: the 

home of Sir Beachcroft Towse (chairman of the National Institute for the Blind) became a 

hospital for civilians blinded in air raids, while three houses were used for training members 

of the Belgian Air Force, another as a hospital supply depot, and others to accommodate 

evacuated schools and other institutions, amongst them the Royal School for Deaf and 

Dumb Children (from Kent), and the Orphan Working School and Alexandra Orphanage 

(from Surrey).115 An RAF maintenance unit and equipment dispersal depot (RAF Woodcote) 

was established amidst woodland at Goring Heath in 1942−3, initially employing up to 755 

civilians of whom some were incomers, and who were taken into the camp by bus from 

surrounding settlements. The site may have also briefly served as a dispersed aircraft depot, 

assembling and storing aircraft for short periods.116 The camp itself (protected by 

camouflage) was never attacked, but in autumn 1940 a stick of bombs landed on the village, 

killing one person.117 The names of 21 parishioners killed in the conflict were added to the 

churchyard cross in 1950.118 

 

              

 

                                                      
113 Goring Parish Mag. (Jan. 1916, Dec. 1917). 
114 Ibid. (Sept. 1921); OHC, PAR115/12/A2/1. For church war memorial, below, relig. hist. (church 
archit.). 
115 Goring Parish Mag. (1939–45 edns); GGA, World War II; M. Anderson, Goring School: The First 
150 Years (2005), 66–72; ODNB, s.v. Towse. For memorial gates to the Sheepcot playing field, 
erected in 1973 to commemorate the Belgian Air Force’s wartime connection with Goring, Berks. 
Mercury, 20 Sept. 1973; GGA, World War II, invitation to ceremony, 16 Sept. 1973. 
116 www.mycetes.co.uk (accessed Dec. 2018); above, landscape etc. (settlement). 
117 Anderson, Goring School, 69. 
118 Goring Parish Mag. (Dec. 1950); GGA, Religion 1, order of service 12 Nov. 1950. 

Opening of the Red Cross Road fire station in 1936 (left) and Belgian 
Air Force memorial gates to the Sheepcot playing field (right). First 

image courtesy of Goring Gap Local History Society. 
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Post-war Goring saw a boom in its population, as new private and council estates 

were added. The village was increasingly home to commuters, and though many took 

advantage of fast and frequent train services to Reading and London, increased motor traffic 

often caused congestion, eased to some extent by the opening of a public car park in 1962. 

Several of Goring’s largest houses were either subdivided, turned to other uses (for example 

as nursing homes), or demolished;119 nonetheless the village continued to attract wealthy 

and high-profile residents, including the controversial wartime RAF commander Sir Arthur 

Harris (d. 1984), Bt, and the pop singer George Michael (d. 2016).120 Social ties with 

neighbouring Streatley were strengthened further, and in 1979 the village was twinned with 

Bellême in Normandy.121 In the early 21st century there were over 150 clubs or societies, 

most of which also served Streatley: those catering for sports included a sailing club 

established in 1943 and a tennis club started in 1968, while in 1992 the annual regatta was 

revived. Mystery plays were performed between 1994 and 2000, and an arts festival was 

established in 2015.122 The Temperance hall became a public library in 1961,123 and the 

parish room, turned into a village hall in 1983 and vested in the parish council, was extended 

in 2012.124 The former school on Station Road was opened as a community centre in 1989, 

and in 2017 additionally housed an information office, a local history archive, and the 

headquarters of a monthly newspaper for Goring and Streatley (established in 1988).125 The 

Bourdillon and Sheepcot playing fields were bought by the parish council in 1951 and 1969 

respectively, the first in memory of a Goring doctor.126  

 

   

 
                                                      
119 GGA, WI Album (1965); above, landscape etc. (communics; settlement). 
120 ODNB, s.v. Harris; Abingdon Herald, 4 Mar. 1999; The Telegraph, 26 Dec. 2016. 
121 Reading Mercury, 26 Apr. 1979; Another Look, 52. 
122 Goring & Streatley on Thames: Visitor’s Guide and Directory (2017); GGA, Leisure 1; 
www.thegapfestival.org; www.goringgapbc.org.uk (accessed Oct. 2017). 
123 GGA, Public Services, TS hist. of library, 1994; Another Look, 32. 
124 GGA, Buildings 3; www.goringvillagehall.co.uk (accessed Oct. 2017). 
125 Goring Gap News, June 2000; www.goring-gap.co.uk (accessed Oct. 2017). 
126 www.goringpc.org (accessed Oct. 2017); below (welfare). 

Goring regatta 1904 (left) and public tributes to George Michael (d. 2016). 
The first image courtesy of Goring Gap Local History Society. 
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Goring Heath remained distinct, its largely separate identity reinforced from 1952 by 

its incorporation into a new civil parish which included the more populous Whitchurch Hill.127 

RAF Woodcote closed in 1959, workloads and personnel numbers there having dropped 

markedly since its wartime heyday,128 while Great Oaks and Flint House (which had both 

employed sizeable domestic staffs) became private schools,129 the latter being converted 

c.1970 into a water industry training college, and re-opening in 1988 as the Police 

Rehabilitation Centre.130 No pubs remained in the Goring part of Goring Heath parish in 

2017, although several clubs and societies met at the parish hall (formerly in Whitchurch), 

and a bowls club maintained a green at the Goring Heath almshouse.131 

 

Education  

 

Goring Heath Endowed School 

 

Statutes agreed in 1727 for the new Goring Heath almshouse, established under the will of 

the lord of Goring Henry Allnutt (d. 1725),132 made provision for the schooling and clothing of 

24 boys aged 9–14, to be known as foundation scholars. Twelve were to come from Goring, 

four each from Checkendon and Cassington, and two each from South Stoke and Ibstone 

(Bucks.). First elected in 1727, six of the 24 (from Cassington and Ibstone) were taught in 

their respective parishes, but the remaining 18 were educated in a schoolroom at the 

almshouse, mostly by the resident chaplain, but sometimes by a schoolmaster whom he 

appointed and paid out of his stipend.133 Additional fee-paying students numbered 46 in 

1808 and 27 in 1819,134 and in 1820 the number of foundation scholars was increased by 

12, including another six from Goring.135 Provision for an associated girls’ school was made 

under a Chancery decree of 1833, which overhauled the charity’s regulation.136 A mistress 

was appointed before 1835, and 22 girls were foundation scholars by 1838,137 chosen from 

                                                      
127 Above, landscape etc. (boundaries); below, Whitchurch. 
128 www.mycetes.co.uk (accessed Dec. 2018). 
129 Below (educ.). 
130 www.flinthouse.co.uk (accessed June 2019). 
131 www.goringheath.com; www.goringheathbowls.weebly.com (both accessed Oct. 2017); below, 
Whitchurch, social hist. 
132 Below (welfare: Goring Heath almshouse). The will itself made no reference to schooling: OHC, 
O15/1/W/1. 
133 VCH Oxon. I, 485; E.A. Reade, Allnutt’s Charity: The Schools at Goring Heath (1877); OHC, 
O15/5/1L/9(1), p. 80; cf. Secker’s Visit. 68; Secker’s Corresp. 78, 127. For names of teachers and 
scholars, The Goring Heath Charity: Scholars, Apprentices, and Almsmen 1737–1927 (Eureka 
Partnership, 2004). For the wider charity (incl. provision for apprenticeships), below (welfare). 
134 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 707, f. 160; Educ. of Poor Digest (Parl. Papers 1819 (224), ix), II, 724. 
135 8th Rep. Com. Char. 522–3; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 578, f. 114. 
136 Reade, Allnutt’s Charity, 6; GGA, Charity 3, charity boards transcript. 
137 OHC, O15/1/A2/1; ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. b 41, f. 104. 
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the same parishes as the boys, and taught in a detached brick schoolroom erected some 

250 m. north-west of the almshouse. They too were provided with clothing.138 

By 1834 (under the recent Chancery decree) the boys were taught by a schoolmaster 

paid £35 a year. James Blackall (who succeeded John Bunn in 1835)139 was forced to resign 

in 1858 on account of his ‘great age’, and his successor left three years later owing to 

personal differences with the chaplain.140 Soon afterwards another master reportedly ‘drank 

himself into suicidal mania’.141 Even so in 1867 there were 27 male and 13 female 

foundation scholars, and another 29 pupils paid between 3d. and 6d. a week.142 All were 

required to attend weekly services in the almshouse chapel under a Charity Commission 

Scheme of 1875.143  

In 1878 a new boys’ school with an adjoining teacher’s house was built immediately 

north-west of the almshouse, and the girls’ school was extended with a new classroom.144 A 

mixed infants’ school with its own mistress was started the following year in the vacated 

almshouse schoolroom.145 By 1883 the three schools together taught 87 boys, 57 girls, and 

50 infants, with each non-foundation scholar still paying 3d. a week;146 fees for all but the 

infants had been abolished by 1891–2, however, when the boys’ and girls’ schools received 

£94 in government grants and £179 from the charitable endowment. The infants’ school 

received no grant, and its teacher was not certificated.147  

 In 1894 all three schools were amalgamated into a single mixed school housed in the 

1878 school building, which was enlarged at a cost of £600 to designs by Joseph Morris of 

Reading. The new school taught c.140 children including 56 foundation scholars, organized 

into three classes (infants, juniors, and seniors), and taught by a headmaster and two 

teachers.148 Gardening was introduced for boys in 1905, and cookery for girls in 1913. 

Overcrowding forced the removal of the infants to the former girls’ school in 1909, though 

even so the infants’ class remained ‘seriously overcrowded’ and ‘unwieldy in size’ in 1929. 

The headmaster was then John Baker, under whom the school was ‘carefully conducted … 

                                                      
138 Gardner’s Dir. Oxon. (1852); Reade, Allnutt’s Charity, 18; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LVI.1 (1878 
edn). 
139 Reade, Allnutt’s Charity, 6–9; G.E.B. Rogers, A Short History of the Charities of Henry Allnutt, 
John Baker, and Robert Baker (1928), 13–19, 59; OHC, O15/1/A2/1. 
140 OHC, O15/1/A2/1. 
141 Reade, Allnutt’s Charity, 16. 
142 VCH Oxon. I, 485. 
143 Char. Com. Scheme (1875, varied 1885 and 1896), p. 23: copy in GGA, Box File 5. 
144 TNA, ED 21/14449; OHC, S116/1/A1/1; ibid. S116/1/A3/1; cf. Reade, Allnutt’s Charity. 
145 OHC, S116/1/A3/1; cf. ibid. S116/1/A2/1. 
146 TNA, ED 2/364; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883). 
147 Return of Schs. (Parl. Papers 1894 [C 7529], lxv), 492; Goring Parish Mag. (Dec. 1891); TNA, ED 
2/364. 
148 Goring Parish Mag. (1893–4 edns); Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1899); OHC, S116/1/A3/1; ibid. 
RDC6/3/Y1/11; ibid. CC4/93. For reorganization of the charity’s educational funds in 1875 and 1907, 
below (welfare). 
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the reading of Shakespeare’s plays entering largely into its life’. He resigned in 1947 after 22 

years’ service.149 

 

   

 

 

 Evacuees swelled the number of pupils to 111 in 1940, falling to 100 by 1948, of 

whom 19 had been transferred from the recently closed Whitchurch school.150 Later that year 

the school was reorganized as a county primary teaching 60 infants and juniors, its 41 senior 

pupils (aged 11–14) having been transferred elsewhere. Ten Polish refugees from 

Whitchurch were taught in a class of their own in 1952. The school was granted Aided status 

in 1955, but the number of pupils fell from 80 in 1974 to only 20 by 1983, when the 

headmaster was the sole teacher. It closed in 1985,151 when most pupils were transferred to 

Checkendon, and in 1989 its premises were converted into almshouse accommodation.152 

 

Other Schools 

 

Two Goring schoolmasters (one of them the curate) were mentioned c.1685,153 and in the 

late 18th and early 19th century a number of children were taught at unendowed cottage 

schools, of which one in 1781 was run by a Nonconformist.154 Two schools (one of them also 

                                                      
149 OHC, CC4/93; ibid. S116/1/A3/2; S116/1/A3/4; cf. J.H. Baker, The Story of the Chiltern Heathlands 
(1932), 35–45; J.H. Baker, School on the Ground Floor: a country schoolmaster looks back (1969). 
He was a prolific author on local hist. and topography. 
150 OHC, S116/1/A3/3–4; P. Horn (ed.), Village Education in Nineteenth-Century Oxfordshire (ORS 
51, 1979), 175; below, Whitchurch, social hist. 
151 OHC, S116/1/A3/4. For the Polish refugee camp, below, Whitchurch. 
152 Plaque on building; information from Belinda Clarke (almsho. clerk). Payments to Checkendon sch. 
continued until 2011, the educational income having been absorbed into the main almshouse charity 
(below: welfare). 
153 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 708, f. 155v.; below, relig. hist. (1660−1851). 
154 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 327, p. 27. 

Goring Heath school: former school building (left) and school photograph 1904. 
The second image courtesy of Goring Gap Local History Society. 
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for Dissenters) were mentioned in 1808,155 and they or two different schools taught 18 

children in 1819, the ‘poorer classes’ lacking ‘more sufficient means of instruction’.156 A poor 

woman in 1823 received £7 a year for instructing ‘as many girls as are sent to her’, of whom 

over 40 attended both school and church and paid 1d. a week, which the curate hoped might 

contribute towards clothing them.157 Sunday schools made further provision, one started by 

the curate R.P. Jaques in 1800 teaching reading, counting, and the catechism to nine boys 

and nine girls in 1815. A rival Sunday school allied to the Countess of Huntingdon’s 

Connexion chapel taught 19 boys and 16 girls.158 

By 1835 two mixed day schools started in 1823 and 1825 taught 25 and 70 children 

respectively, the latter, supported by voluntary contributions,159 being apparently the later 

parochial school (discussed below). Anglican clergymen occasionally also took in private 

boarders. Robert Baker, chaplain of Goring Heath almshouse, boarded twelve students in 

1808 and probably 1819, instructing them in languages,160 while in 1841 and 1851 the 

rectory house was run as a boys’ school by the unbeneficed clergyman Richard Wace, who 

taught eight boarders aged 8–17.161 Three sisters at Querns Farm, Goring Heath, taught four 

boys aged 5−7 in 1851,162 and a short-lived girls’ boarding school at Artist’s House on 

Station Road opened in 1861.163 

 A British school supported by members of the Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion 

chapel opened in opposition to the parochial school in 1850, in a purpose-built brick building 

in High Street. The £306 cost (including £120 for purchasing the site) was raised by 

voluntary subscriptions, and the school (although known as Goring and South Stoke British 

school) also took pupils from Streatley.164 By c.1859 school fees provided an annual income 

of £11, and a ‘local private committee’ (presumably chapel members) met the balance, 

educating 28 boys and 43 girls aged 3–13.165 Attendance fell to just 35 by 1883, however,166 

                                                      
155 Ibid. d 707, f. 160. 
156 Educ. of Poor Digest, II, 724. A third school (teaching 12 children) was probably Rob. Baker’s: 
below. 
157 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 580, f. 111. 
158 Ibid. d 566, f. 144 (claiming the Anglican Sunday sch. taught nearly 100 children in 1802); d 574, f. 
130; c 433, f. 98; below, relig. hist. 
159 Educ. Enq. Abstract, 747; cf. OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 580, f. 111; b 39, f. 159. 
160 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 707, f. 160; Educ. of Poor Digest, II, 724 (mentioning a sch. of 12 children 
taught by a master). 
161 TNA, HO 107/882/3; ibid. HO 107/1691. 
162 Ibid. HO 107/1691. 
163 Reading Mercury, 2 Feb. 1861. 
164 Ibid. 1 June 1850; Berks. RO, D/N 25/2/6/1, pp. 28–36; Wilb. Visit. 63; plaque on building. 
165 British & Foreign Schools Archives Centre, Brunel University, BFSS/1/7/2/1/1/28. 
166 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883). 
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and the school (which seems to have only ever had a single salaried mistress) closed the 

following year.167 

 After the Second World War some of the parish’s larger houses accommodated 

additional private schools, including (in the 1960s) two at Flint House and Elmcroft.168 Great 

Oaks at Goring Heath was home from 1953 to 1968 to an Anglican girls’ preparatory school 

attached to St Mary’s school in Wantage (Berks.),169 and following its closure was taken over 

by the Roman Catholic Oratory boys’ preparatory school, which moved there from Dorset 

and became a feeder for the nearby Oratory school, based in neighbouring Woodcote since 

1942. A pre-preparatory department opened in 1970, and in 2017 the school was fully co-

educational, with more than 400 pupils aged 2–13.170  

 

Goring Parochial (later C of E Primary) School      

 

The parochial school established probably in 1825 was originally conducted in two rooms of 

a cottage, and in 1854 had 108 pupils with an average attendance of 72.171 In 1855 it moved 

into new brick-built premises on Station Road, erected at a cost of c.£370 and comprising a 

single schoolroom with an adjacent four-room teacher’s house. The site was given by the 

Goring and Whitchurch landowner Samuel Weare Gardiner, but was only formally conveyed 

to trustees in 1890 by his son Charles.172 By 1869 the school received a government grant, 

but relied also on voluntary contributions and fees,173 increased in 1878 from 1d. to 2d. per 

family. A new classroom was added in 1880, but over the following decade rising population 

increased pupil numbers from c.70 to c.120,174 and in 1890 (when the vicar complained of 

the ‘inadequate support’ which the school received from ‘nominal churchmen in the 

parish’)175 a new infants’ classroom was built at a cost of £256, to designs by Percy Stone. In 

1891 the school affiliated to the National Society,176 and in 1893 (when average attendance 

was 126) it received £144 in government grants and £52 in voluntary contributions.177 

  

                                                      
167 TNA, ED 2/364, letter 7 Jan. 1884; for the mistress, PO Dir. Oxon. (1854–77 edns); Kelly’s Dir. 
Oxon. (1883). 
168 GGA, Buildings 1; ibid. WI Album; www.flinthouse.co.uk (accessed Oct. 2017). 
169 OHC, PAR115/3/A1/3, p. 136; PAR115/3/A2/1, p. 10; TNA, ED 172/247/2. 
170 www.oratoryprep.co.uk; www.oratory.co.uk (accessed Oct. 2017); VCH Oxon. VII, 95, 110–11. For 
the bldg, above, landscape etc. (built character); for the sch. chapel, below, relig. hist. 
171 Above; PO Dir. Oxon. (1847 and 1854 edns); OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. b 70, f. 354; Wilb. Visit. 63. 
172 Reading Mercury, 25 Mar. 1855; M. Anderson, Goring School: The First 150 Years (2005); OHC, 
MS Oxf. Dioc. b 70, f. 354; ibid. CC4/92. 
173 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. c 332, f. 201; c 335, f. 168. 
174 Anderson, Goring School, 17, 21. 
175 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 356, f. 179. 
176 Goring Parish Mag. (Oct. 1890, Dec. 1890); Anderson, Goring School, 21–2, 25; GGA, Education, 
brochure (1959). 
177 Return of Schs. 492. 
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From 1891 to 1950 the school had just two headmasters, Robert Ragge (1891–1926) 

and John Wilson (1926–50). The former was assisted by his wife Ellen and one or two other 

teachers.178 Land to the rear of the school was bought in 1900 to provide a playground and 

toilets, and in 1904 the master’s house was improved to designs by J.S. Dodd at a cost of 

£200.179 Overcrowding was chronic by 1915, when average attendance was 140,180 and 

though numbers fell to below 100 by 1930,181 an influx of over 200 evacuees during the 

Second World War led to some pupils being taught in a private house called Clevemede. In 

1945 the school became a primary school, with 84 on the roll by 1949,182 and in 1953 it was 

awarded Aided status.183 It struggled to maintain adequate staffing, however,184 and by 1958 

(when 150 children were taught in five classes) overcrowding was again acute. One class 

was held in the Temperance hall, which served also as the school canteen, and another in 

the Free Church hall.185  

In 1960 the school moved into new premises in Cleeve, designed by the architect 

Hilton Wright. Almost half of the £30,000 cost was raised locally. At first 160 children were 

taught in five classes,186 but by 1965 there were 232 pupils and eight classes, two of them 

accommodated in the old school.187 The new school was enlarged in 1968 at a cost of 

£25,000, of which £1,600 came from the old school’s sale in 1969;188 nonetheless the old 

school continued to be used for teaching until 1976. Numbers peaked at 391 pupils and 13 

                                                      
178 Anderson, Goring School, 27, 51; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1895–1939 edns).  
179 TNA, ED 21/14448; Sale Partics, Old School (1960): copy in GGA, Education; Goring Parish Mag. 
Apr. 1902; Oct. 1904. 
180 Goring Parish Mag. (Aug. 1914); Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1915). 
181 Anderson, Goring School, 62; cf. TNA, ED 21/37979. 
182 Goring Parish Mag. (1939–45 edns); OHC, CC3/4/C5/13; Anderson, Goring School, 66–73; GGA, 
Education, inspection report (1949). 
183 Goring Parish Mag. (Dec. 1953). 
184 OHC, PAR115/3/A1/3, p. 52; GGA, Education, inspection report (1949). 
185 GGA, Education, brochure (1959). 
186 Ibid.; Goring Parish Mag. (Oct. 1960); OHC, DIOC/7/D/2/53; Anderson, Goring School, 92–6. 
187 GGA, WI Album (1965). 
188 OHC, PAR115/14/D/2; PAR115/3/A1/5, p. 34; PAR115/3/A2/1, p. 11. 

Goring & District Community 
Centre, formerly the 

parochial school built in 
1855 and extended in 1890. 

The master’s house (left) 
was improved in 1904. 
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classes in 1972, falling to 187 pupils by 1984.189 In 2017 the school taught 230 children in 

seven classes.190 

 

   

 

 

 

Welfare 

 

Goring priory may have exercised small-scale almsgiving during the Middle Ages, and in the 

16th and 17th centuries small bequests to Goring’s poor were common, often in the form of 

money, grain, or bread.191 The parish was also relatively well served by endowed charities, 

of which the most conspicuous were its two large almshouse foundations. The two together 

housed only eight Goring men and a few from elsewhere, however, and apprenticed just a 

couple of boys a year, while in 1770 other charitable payments yielded under £3, compared 

with c.£300 raised by parish poor relief, and over £2,000 by the early 19th century. 

Additional help came from local friendly societies and occasional philanthropic initiatives by 

clergy and landowners.192 

In the 18th century church offertory money was generally given to poor widows and 

housekeepers,193 although in 1738 the curate alleged that no offertories had actually been 

made until very recently.194 The prominent landowner (and lay rector) John Nicholls sold coal 

to paupers at a reduced price in 1811, while P.L. Powys of Hardwick and the curate R.P. 

Jaques ran a clothing club which provided 35 families with clothes and bedding in return for 

                                                      
189 Ibid. PAR115/3/A2/1, pp. 35, 153; Anderson, Goring School, 104, 110, 119. 
190 www.goring.oxon.sch.uk (accessed Oct. 2017). 
191 e.g. OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 179.317; 182.96; 183.143; 50/2/49; TNA, PROB 11/153/319; PROB 
11/426/344. 
192 Below. 
193 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 564, f. 192; b 37, f. 57. 
194 Secker’s Visit. 70. 

The new school: Hilton Wright’s plan (left) and soon 
after completion (right). Both images from documents 

in Goring Gap Local History Society Archive. 
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small weekly payments, initiatives which were described as ‘highly beneficial’.195 By 1820 

club members were expected to attend church at least monthly.196 A later coal and clothing 

club run by the vicar was recorded from 1888 until 1947, and had 164 members in 1889, 

while a winter soup kitchen operated in the Temperance hall from c.1888 until 1914.197 In 

addition at least six friendly societies (one of them with a separate juvenile branch) were 

established in the parish between 1836 and the early 20th century, some lasting only a few 

years but others several decades. Total membership in 1890 was c.287 (185 of them in the 

Oddfellows’ Loyal Volunteer Lodge based at the school), rising to 450 in 1910. Both the 

Loyal Volunteer Lodge and (at Goring Heath) a branch of the Ancient Order of Foresters 

continued beyond 1918, while two of the 19th-century clubs were amongst only a handful in 

the county where benefits included the right to pay for a substitute if selected for the 

militia.198 

 Some medical provision for paupers was presumably made by the parish, and in the 

late 17th century there was a resident surgeon (Edward Henderson of Goring Place) and 

three midwives.199 The Goring Heath almshouse had its own nurse and (later) medical 

attendant, and another medical officer served Lybbe’s almshouse from 1892.200 The village 

itself had a resident doctor by the 1880s,201 and in 1889 a newly established nursing 

association appointed its first resident nurse. Members of the Women’s Institute established 

an infant welfare centre at the village working men’s club in 1922, and the following year 49 

parishioners contributing to a separate hospital committee received free treatment at 

Reading’s Royal Berkshire Hospital.202 A fund benefiting the sick was established in 1925 in 

memory of the long-serving Goring doctor Herbert Lavington Evans (d. 1925), becoming a 

registered charity which covered several Oxfordshire and Berkshire parishes, and was 

merged in 2014 with the Goring and District Community Centre Trust.203 A later Goring 

doctor (Lancelot Bourdillon) practised in the village from 1925 until his death in 1950, and 

was commemorated with a playing field purchased in his memory in 1951 and opened the 

following year.204 A surgery built on Red Cross Road in 1981 remained open in 2017.205 

 
                                                      
195 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 572, f. 148; d 574, f. 130. 
196 Ibid. d 578, f. 114. 
197 Goring Parish Mag. (1888–1947 edns). 
198 Oxon. FS, pp. 7, 147−9. 
199 OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 708, f. 155v.; cf. ibid. E1/3/1D/15. 
200 Below. 
201 Above (since 1800). 
202 Goring Parish Mag. (1888–1930 edns). For temporary wartime hospitals, above (since 1800). 
203 Memorial plaque in church; Goring Parish Mag. (Dec. 1925); Char. Com. website, no. 204550; 
below (other charities). 
204 Goring Parish Mag. (Feb. 1950; Mar. 1951; Dec. 1952). 
205 R. Carter, ‘Health and Medical Services in Goring, Streatley and Woodcote 1894–1981’, Goring & 
Streatley Local Hist. Soc. Jnl 3 (2000), 12–14; www.goringwoodcotemedicalpractice.nhs.uk 
(accessed Dec. 2017). 
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Lybbe’s Almshouse 

 

In 1703 Richard Lybbe of Hardwick bought land adjoining Goring churchyard on which to 

build an almshouse for four poor elderly men, two from Goring and two from either 

Whitchurch or Checkendon. By his will (proved in 1715) he endowed it with two tenements in 

Goring, to be supplemented (after the death of his brother William) with £26 a year charged 

on Beech farm in Whitchurch, any surplus after repairs to be divided equally among the 

almsmen. The seven trustees, with powers to elect almsmen, were to be the minister and 

churchwardens of Goring, the minister of Checkendon, and three Oxfordshire Justices of the 

Peace resident nearby.206  

 In 1725 the almshouse was still unfinished,207 and almsmen were perhaps not 

admitted until the following year, when its trustees resolved to house the Goring men in the 

two dwellings closest the vicarage garden, the Whitchurch or Checkendon men occupying 

the remaining two. Following William Lybbe’s death in 1732 the charity’s income totalled £39 

10s., comprising the Beech farm rent charge and £13 10s. rent from the two Goring 

tenements, which together covered c.32 acres.208 In 1768 and 1774 each almsman received 

a £9 15s. annual allowance.209 At enclosure in 1788 the trustees received 21 a. for the 

Goring land, which from 1801 was let as a single farm at £21 a year.210 At the 1812 

enclosure the holding was reduced to 18 a. in return for exonerating it from tithes, and an 

associated £27 12s. compensation payment was invested in stock. By 1820 the total income 

had risen to c.£49, and each almsman’s annual allowance to £11 15s. The almshouse itself 

was then in ‘tolerably good .... repair’, and the almsmen ‘able … to support themselves 

without further relief’.211  

 In 1827 a Whitchurch almsman was expelled for his ‘misconduct and profligate 

behaviour’, and later almsmen were required to refrain from visiting pubs and beershops. 

From 1839 each was provided at Christmas with a greatcoat, coal, and beef, the coat 

replaced by 1873 by a suit of clothes. In 1890 those were to be ‘dark blue with brass buttons 

with “L” stamped on them’, replacing ‘the present non-descript set’. A medical officer was 

appointed from 1892 until 1948, receiving a £3 3s. stipend increased to £4 4s. by 1928. The 

Goring farm continued to be let, raising £34 a year from 1821, £50 from 1859, and £60 from 

1883, by which time it included the Cleeve artificial manure works; it was sold for £2,000 in 
                                                      
206 OHC, E1/9/16D/36; TNA, PROB 11/546/143; 8th Rep. Com. Char. 523.  
207 OHC, L.C. I/1; Par. Colln, II, 152, stating (c.1718) that it was ‘not finished or endowed’. A plaque 
erected on the building in 1768 states (evidently mistakenly) that it was built in 1714, while GGA, 
‘Goring: houses with dates on them’, cites a scratched date of 1703 on a brick. For the bldg, above, 
landscape etc. (built character). 
208 OHC, L.C. I/1; 8th Rep. Com. Char. 523. 
209 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 558, f. 253; d 564, f. 192. 
210 8th Rep. Com. Char. 523–4; OHC, Goring enclo. award; ibid. L.C. I/1. 
211 8th Rep. Com. Char. 524; OHC, Goring heath enclo. award. 
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1926. The Beech farm rent charge was redeemed in 1883, the £26 coming thereafter from 

investments.212 

 

 

 

  From 1927 wives were permitted to live with the almsmen and could remain there in 

widowhood, although they were not entitled to almsmen’s benefits.213 In 1939, when 

electricity was first supplied to the almshouse, each almsman received 5s. 6d. per week, a 

coal allowance, and 2s. 6d. at Christmas. After the Second World War new almsmen 

became harder to find, and in 1950 only two of the four places were occupied. Plans in 1948 

to employ a resident matron came to nothing,214 and in 1960 the charity sold its remaining 

land, comprising ½ a. in Station Road let as allotments.215 Contemporary attempts to close 

the almshouse were blocked by the Charity Commission on the grounds that the building 

was capable of modernization, and in 1967 the four dwellings were accordingly converted 

into two cottages, which were advertised to local men, women, or married couples of 

pensionable age in need of accommodation, with a preference for those living in Goring, 

Whitchurch, or Checkendon. Tenants were to contribute £2 10s. a week per cottage towards 

maintenance, and meet electricity and fuel costs.216 In 2017 the charity still let the two 

‘Lybbe’s cottages’ on similar terms, and received an annual income of c.£18,700 from 

investments.217 

 

 

                                                      
212 OHC, L.C. I/1–2; GGA, Charity 1, letter 1884. For manure works, above, econ. hist. (trades). 
213 Char. Com. Order (1927): copy in GGA, Charity 1. 
214 OHC, L.C. I/2; Char. Com. Scheme (1948): copy in GGA, Charity 1; cf. OHC, O41/2/C4/11. 
215 OHC, L.C. I/2; GGA, Charity 1, sale pps 1960. 
216 OHC, L.C. I/2; GGA, Charity 1, notice by trustees 1967; Goring Parish Mag. (Aug. 1966, Feb. 
1967). 
217 Char. Com. website (accessed Oct. 2017), no. 240831. 

Lybbe’s almshouse shortly 
after the 1967 modernization. 

Photograph courtesy of Goring 
Gap Local History Society. 
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Goring Heath Almshouse 

 

By his will dated 1724 Henry Allnutt (d. 1725), lord of Goring manor, left his entire real and 

personal estate to his kinsman Richard Clement in trust, the income to be used for charitable 

purposes. A total of £100 a year was for discharging poor debtors from the Marshalsea 

prison in Southwark (Middx), where Allnutt himself had once been held, while the rest was 

for building and endowing an almshouse for twelve almsmen – six from Goring, two each 

from Checkendon and Cassington, and one each from South Stoke and Ibstone (Bucks.). 

Candidates were to be nominated by the churchwardens and overseers of their respective 

parishes, and provision was made for apprenticing poor boys from the same places.218 The 

almshouse was supposedly designed and begun by Allnutt before his death, and was 

completed in 1726 at a cost of c.£900.219 

The charity itself was not formally established until 1727, however, when governing 

rules known as the ‘statutes of Clement’ were agreed. Besides establishing an almshouse 

school the statutes provided for appointment of a resident female nurse and a resident 

‘chaplain’, who was initially a layman, but from 1742 an Anglican clergyman. Other officers 

were a bailiff or woodman to manage the charity estate, and a clerk to carry out 

administrative tasks. The almsmen and nurse were to receive a fuel allowance and a suit of 

livery every two years, and the foundation scholars were to be clothed annually, while 

apprentices (who were to be at least 14 years old) were to receive a £10 premium.220 The 

first almsmen and scholars were admitted in 1727,221 and in 1727–8 some £627 was spent 

out of a gross annual income of £782. The nurse and almsmen each received £8 a year in 

wages, and the chaplain (who was also the schoolmaster) £30. A sum of £3 was reserved 

for an annual founder’s feast for both the almsmen and trustees, which was abolished in 

1870 but later revived.222  

 From 1730 (shortly before Clement’s death) until 1875 the charity was managed by a 

self-renewing body of three trustees, who from 1833 were required to live locally.223 In 1790 

they were ordered to pay £720 arrears to the Marshalsea prison,224 and a wider enquiry was 

precipitated in 1818 when leading parishioners headed by John Nicholls accused the 

                                                      
218 OHC, O15/1/W/1; above, landownership (Goring). For Allnutt’s imprisonment, Gent. Mag. 73.2 
(1803), 805. 
219 Inscription above chapel door; Rogers, Short History, 2, 11; OHC, O15/5/1L/9 (1), p. 78. For the 
almsho. bldgs, above, landscape etc. (settlement; built character). 
220 OHC, O15/5/1L/1–2; 1st Rep. Com. Char. 198–9; ibid. App. 331–3; 8th Rep. Com. Char. 516–18. 
For schooling, above (educ.); for the chapel and chaplains, below, relig. hist. 
221 OHC, O15/5/1L/9 (1), pp. 79–80. For names of scholars, apprentices, almsmen, and staff, The 
Goring Heath Charity: Scholars, Apprentices, and Almsmen 1737–1927 (Eureka Partnership, 2004). 
222 8th Rep. Com. Char. 517; Reade, Allnutt’s Charity, 8; Baker, Chiltern Heathlands, 41. Cf. Secker’s 
Visit. 69, claiming the almsmen received 4s. a week. 
223 OHC, O15/1/A1/1–13; Rogers, Short History, 20–1, 29–35. 
224 OHC, O15/5/2L/1; 8th Rep. Com. Char. 519. 
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trustees of fraud and other abuses.225 A report in 1820 found that the charity had indeed 

been ‘very much mismanaged’ for at least twenty years, and contrasted the ‘very large 

income’ with ‘the trifling benefit received from it’. One trustee had allowed a large surplus to 

accrue, while another had lost a significant sum of charity money through his insolvency in 

1815. Only one or two boys were apprenticed each year, despite an annual income of £822 

derived from annuities (£340 interest), wood sales (£300), and rents (£182). As a result 

annual expenditure was increased from 1820 to £465, the additional £145 providing for two 

more apprenticeships and twelve more foundation scholars every year, for increases in the 

Marshalsea money (to £120) and almsmen’s weekly wages (to 5s. 6d.), and for increases in 

stipends, the chaplain/schoolmaster receiving £45, the bailiff/woodman £20, and the nurse 

and the clerk £15 each.226 In 1826 the charity estate totalled 516 a., of which 358 a. 

(including 273 a. of woods in hand) were in Goring parish, 142 a. in Checkendon, and 16 a. 

in South Stoke.227 One acre in Goring village (including the manorial pound) was sold for 

railway construction in 1839.228 

 

   

 

 

 By 1832 the charity’s annual income had risen to £1,174,229 partly owing to a bequest 

by the almshouse chaplain Robert Baker (d. 1828), who left the interest from £150 stock 

towards medical assistance and for Christmas presents for the almsmen.230 An additional 

bequest by Robert’s brother John Baker (d. 1824) of Bromley in Kent was received after his 
                                                      
225 OHC, E1/H/10; cf. Educ. of Poor Digest, II, 724. 
226 1st Rep. Com. Char. 199–201; ibid. App. 326–30; 8th Rep. Com. Char. 518–23. 
227 OHC, P402/1/M/1. 
228 Ibid. O15/3/1D/1–4. 
229 Ibid. O15/5/4L/1 (20). 
230 TNA, PROB 11/1740/47. 

Plaque on Goring Heath almshouse (left) and a Goring Heath almsman (right).  
Source: W. Fletcher, A Tour Round Reading (1840). 
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widow Elizabeth’s death in 1849, when it provided £1,200 stock (held in trusteeship by the 

almshouse chaplain and the rector of Checkendon) to increase the chaplain’s and nurse’s 

stipends by £10 and £2 respectively, and to provide each almsman with another £2 a 

year.231 By a Chancery decree of 1833 a boys’ schoolmaster (distinct from the chaplain) was 

appointed, a separate girls’ school was founded, and a medical attendant (additional to the 

nurse) was engaged for £10 a year. Almsmen’s wages were further increased to 6s. 6d. a 

week, and the vicar of Goring and rector of Checkendon and their successors were obliged 

to audit the accounts. By 1835 the chaplain’s stipend was £100.232 After the Marshalsea 

prison closed in 1842 the almshouse trustees diverted their annual £120 payment to the 

Queen’s prison in Southwark, until released from their obligation by the 1869 Debtors’ Act.233 

 Administration was overhauled by a Charity Commission Scheme of 1875, which 

merged the Marshalsea money and the income from John and Robert Baker’s legacies with 

the charity’s general funds, and created a body of seven trustees including the vicar of 

Goring and the rector of Checkendon. New rules governed appointment of the chaplain, 

nurse, clerk, medical practitioner, bailiff, and school teachers, and required almsmen to have 

been resident within their respective parishes for at least two years, and to have not received 

parish relief within the past year. Almsmen were still required to wear their ‘distinctive dress’ 

and received 7s. 6d. a week and £1 at Christmas, in addition to their fuel and outfits. 

Apprenticeships were extended to both boys and girls (with respective premiums of £40 and 

£25), the total cost not to exceed £140 in any one year, while annual contributions to 

Cassington, Checkendon, and Ibstone schools for foundation scholars educated there were 

set at £30, £10, and £30 respectively. A further Scheme in 1907 raised the chaplain’s 

stipend to £130, and diverted £375 of the charity’s annual income (just over half) to a new 

educational foundation to support the charity school and apprenticeships, and to maintain 

the existing payments to other schools.234 

 Married couples were admitted to the almshouse from 1881,235 and under the 1907 

Scheme widows retained their husbands’ accommodation though not necessarily their 

benefits.236 Accommodation for married almsmen was improved in 1921 by the internal 

rearrangement of some rooms and addition of two new bedrooms adjoining the ends of the 

two wings, and from the same year each new vacancy was opened to candidates from all 

                                                      
231 Rogers, Short History, 5–6; OHC, O15/1/A2/1, 9 Jan. 1849. 
232 GGA, Charity 3, charity boards transcript; OHC, O15/5/4L/1; O15/1/A2/1; Rogers, Short History, 
passim.  
233 OHC, O15/1/A2/1; O15/5/5L/1–2; London Gaz. 26 Nov. 1869, p. 6596; Debtors’ Act, 32 & 33 Vict., 
c. 62. 
234 Char. Com. Schemes (1875, varied 1885 and 1896) and (1907): copies in GGA, Box File 5. 
235 Goring Heath Charity: Scholars, Apprentices, and Almsmen, 50; cf. P. Preece, ‘The history of the 
Allnutt charity at Goring Heath’, Oxon. Local Hist. 9.3 (2012), 15–16. 
236 Char. Com. Scheme (1907). 
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the eligible parishes.237 Parts of the charity estate were disposed of in the 1890s,238 and the 

process continued through the 20th century, with Charity farm (27 a. near the almshouse) 

sold in 1951,239 and 146 a. remaining in 1955.240 The last parts (comprising parcels of 

woodland) were sold in 1988.241 Apprenticeships were still being offered in 1938 when, due 

to increased demand, the premiums for both boys and girls were reduced from £30 to 

£20,242 and in 1944 apprenticeships ceased altogether.243 The educational foundation was 

merged into the main charity in 1988, the payments to Cassington and Ibstone schools 

continuing until 2005, and those to Checkendon (c.£400 a year) until 2011.244 

Provision and wearing of outfits ceased after the Second World War,245 and in 1953 

the almshouse was modernized, reducing the number of dwellings from twelve to eight and 

providing each with a bathroom, lavatory, and kitchen. The remaining four places paid for by 

the charity were accommodated in a converted outhouse. In the early 1970s accommodation 

in the main block was further reduced to six units, though four more were opened in 1989 in 

the converted former school,246 and a common room was built in 1998. By then entry was 

open to men or women in financial need and aged over 55, and who had a connection with 

Goring Heath and surrounding parishes.247 In 2017 there were still 12 dwellings let to either 

single people or couples, who paid contributions for maintenance and fuel. Salaried staff 

comprised the chaplain and warden (both resident) and a part-time clerk, and the charity’s 

total income was £190,000 derived from investments and rents.248  

 

Other Parish Charities  

 

Several of Goring’s other endowed charities appear to have been lost or never implemented, 

and were thus omitted from the 18th-century charity boards formerly displayed in the parish 

                                                      
237 Rogers, Short History, 11, 25. 
238 OHC, O15/1/C/1. 
239 Ibid. O15/1/C/5, 11; GGA, Charity 2, corresp. 1951–9, sale pps 1962. 
240 Char. Com. Scheme (1955): copy in almsho. office. 
241 Above, econ. hist. (woods). 
242 Goring Parish Mag. (Nov. 1937). 
243 OHC, O15/1/A3/3; Goring Heath Charity: Scholars, Apprentices, and Almsmen, 35; cf. OHC, 
O15/1/C/21. 
244 Char. Com. website (accessed Oct. 2017), nos 211836, 309568; information from Belinda Clarke 
(almsho. clerk).  
245 Goring Heath Charities mins 1936−65: in almshouse office; cf. Rogers, Short History, frontispiece; 
Baker, Chiltern Heathlands, 40. 
246 A. Brodie et al., ‘Alnutts Hospital, Goring Heath’ (unpubl. report for RCHME, 1992): copy in GGA, 
Box File 5; plaque on former school. 
247 www.goringheathalmshouses.co.uk (accessed Oct. 2017); Char. Com. website, no. 211836; Char. 
Com. Schemes (1988) and (1997): copies in almsho. office. 
248 Goring Heath Charities: Trustees’ Report for year ended 31 Dec. 2017 (accessed from Char. Com. 
website). 
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church.249 Gifts of 20 nobles (£6 13s. 4d.) by Richard Paslow (d. 1656) and of £10 by 

Thomas Allen (d. 1670), both for annual distributions, were last recorded in 1685, when they 

were given on St Thomas’s day (21 December).250 A £10 gift for bread at Christmas and 

Whitsuntide, left by Ann Astell (d. 1671) of South Stoke, was apparently never received,251 

whilst a 25s. payment for bread on 5 November, charged on his Goring estate by William 

Tew (d. 1710) of Whitchurch,252 was ‘intermittent’ by 1738 and ceased altogether c.1758.253 

Longer-lasting was the charity of Eleanor Whistler (d. 1631), who left £20 stock for an 

annual distribution on St Thomas’s day. Thirty-one parishioners benefited in 1639, of whom 

nine received 1s. and the rest 6d. each.254 The payment was increased by gifts from ‘Mr 

Noffice’ (possibly Richard Novice, d. 1663) and ‘Austin Liford’, who before 1726 gave £20 

stock,255 while Lettice Simmons (d. 1700) gave £40 owed her to raise 40s. a year, of which 

10s. was for an annual sermon on her birthday (26 March), and the rest for distribution 

among ‘honest poor people’ directly afterwards.256 Only £30 was apparently received, 

yielding 20s. a year for the poor,257 and by 1774 the date of the sermon had been moved to 

6 April.258 

In 1770 the sum of £76 7s. 6d. ‘poor money’ lent to a parishioner at interest probably 

represented the combined capital of those donations, which yielded £2 13s. a year 

distributed to the poor in small sums not exceeding 9d. each. In addition the minister 

received 10s. for the sermon, and the parish clerk 1s.259 Soon after 1823 a total of £116 was 

invested, the interest distributed after the sermon on 6 April;260 in 1886 some 28 people 

received 1s., and 75 others 6d. each. The following year the sermon was moved to St Mark’s 

day (25 April) and the charities were distributed in bread and packets of tea rather than 

money, 78 loaves and 6 lb of tea being issued in 1888.261 By the 1930s each poor widow 

received 1s. and a loaf of bread, and ‘other necessitous people’ two loaves.262 

                                                      
249 Below, relig. hist. (1660–1851). For the text of the boards (since lost), GGA, Charity 3; Goring 
Parish Mag. (Oct. 1949); cf. 8th Rep. Com. Char. 516–26. 
250 OHC, MS Archd. Oxon. b 40, f. 146; TNA, PROB 11/334/2. 
251 OHC, MSS Archd. Oxon. b 40, f. 146; b 24, ff. 113–14; VCH Oxon. VII, 111. 
252 TNA, PROB 11/518/145. 
253 Secker’s Visit. 69–70; 8th Rep. Com. Char. 525; GGA, Charity 3, charity boards transcript. 
254 E.C. Williams, ‘Notes on the Whistler and Simmons Charities at Goring’, Berks. Archaeol. Jnl 41 
(1937), 58–67. 
255 8th Rep. Com. Char. 524; GGA, Charity 3, charity boards transcript; TNA, PROB 4/12489; Berks. 
RO, D/N 25/2/6/1, p. 28. Richard’s widow Joan (d. 1674) left a bread charity in her first will, but that 
was revoked and her second will made no mention of it: TNA, PROB 11/346/289; PROB 11/349/342; 
OHC, par. reg. transcript, burial 1674. 
256 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 62/4/49; Williams, ‘Whistler and Simmons Charities’. 
257 8th Rep. Com. Char. 524; GGA, Charity 3, charity boards transcript; cf. TNA, C 5/209/4. 
258 TNA, PROB 11/1002/139; cf. OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 570, f. 141. 
259 8th Rep. Com. Char. 524–5; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 578, f. 114. 
260 GGA, Charity 3, charity boards transcript; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 580, f. 111. 
261 Goring Parish Mag. (May 1886, Apr. 1887, May 1888). 
262 Williams, ‘Whistler and Simmons Charities’, 58. 
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Goring benefited separately from a clothing charity established by Thomas Cresswell 

of Whitchurch,263 under which greatcoats were provided annually (from 1741) to two aged 

poor men of Goring not in receipt of parish relief. The number of coats increased to 3 by 

1790, 6 by 1826, and 9 by 1890, though only 5 were bought in 1907 and none in 1919, when 

high prices meant that trustees ‘could not buy more than two coats, and those of poor 

quality’.264 The Whitchurch and Goring parts of the charity were separated in 1907, when the 

Goring charity was endowed with £263 stock.265 It was merged with Goring’s other charities 

under a Scheme of 1937,266 and from 1939 the combined income was distributed twice a 

year in the form of vouchers in April and coats in December.267 By 1979 the annual income 

was only £18,268 and in 2012 the charity was wound up, its assets transferred to the Goring 

and District Charity for the Elderly. In 2015 that was itself absorbed into the Goring and 

District Community Centre Trust, whose objectives (besides securing a community centre) 

were to improve inhabitants’ ‘conditions of life’.269  

A separate charity originated with the creation at Goring heath’s enclosure in 1812 of 

a ‘fuel allotment’ for the poor, who were assigned a 20-a. close at Cray’s Pond in which they 

could cut furze. By 1820 the land had instead been let to a tenant at £16 a year, the 

proceeds to be used to buy fuel, although the plan had not yet been enacted.270 Income 

varied from £20 c.1877 to only £10 in 1887, when £9 11s. 8d. was distributed in cash among 

20 widows and 65 other needy parishioners.271 From 1888 the charity was distributed in 

coal, 100 people receiving 2 cwt each in 1889.272 In 1938 the allotment was exchanged for 

24 a. also at Cray’s Pond,273 and annual coal distributions continued after the Second World 

War, benefiting 41 people in 1957.274 Annual income in 2017 (still derived from the Cray’s 

Pond land) was £2,461, and c.£157 a year was spent on general charitable purposes.275 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
263 Below, Whitchurch, social hist. 
264 OHC, PAR287/13/F1/1; Goring Parish Mag. (Dec. 1890, Feb. 1908, Dec. 1919). 
265 Char. Com. Scheme (1907): copy in WGHA. 
266 Char. Com. Scheme (1937): copy in GGA, Charity 3. 
267 Goring Parish Mag. (May 1939). 
268 Kimber Rep. 
269 Goring Gap News, Dec. 2012, Jan. 2015; Char. Com. website, nos 204710, 268626, 1000005. The 
latter also absorbed the former Dr Evans Memorial Trust (above). 
270 OHC, Goring heath enclo. award; ibid. PAR115/16/H1/1–2; 8th Rep. Com. Char. 526. 
271 Gardner’s Dir. Oxon. (1852); PO Dir. Oxon. (1877); Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883 and later edns); 
Goring Parish Mag. (Feb. 1887). 
272 Goring Parish Mag. (Dec. 1887, Feb. 1888). 
273 OHC, QSD/A64, deed of exchange, 1938. 
274 Goring Parish Mag. (Jan. 1958). 
275 Char. Com. website, no. 209428; local info. 



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Goring (July 2019) • © VCH Oxfordshire • Social • p. 29 
 
 

Parish Poor Relief 

 

The parish had its own overseers by 1642 and presumably earlier,276 but no accounts are 

known and their activities are poorly recorded. In 1707 a boatman’s wife received 2s. a week 

after her husband was press-ganged into the navy,277 and in 1786 the overseers conspired 

to bribe a South Stoke pauper to marry a Goring spinster in order to spare the parish the 

cost of her support.278 In the late 18th and early 19th century paupers were housed by the 

parish in various rented houses,279 of which one (known as the Nunnery) adjoined the 

church tower and may have been the ‘workhouse’ accommodating 30 people in 1803.280 By 

then the parish’s total annual expenditure on the poor had more than doubled from £310 in 

1777 to £893, supporting 219 people (including the workhouse inmates) permanently, and 

60 occasionally, in all almost half the population.281 Expenditure reached £1,692 by 1813 

and an exceptional £2,536 in 1818: more than double that spent by any other parish in the 

hundred, and presumably reflecting the large number of unemployed labourers. Thereafter it 

fell back to c.£950 between 1826 and 1834.282 At the introduction of the New Poor Law in 

1835 the parish became part of Bradfield Poor Law Union, focused across the river Thames 

in north-east Berkshire.283  

                                                      
276 Below, local govt. 
277 OHC, Cal. QS, III, 404. 
278 Ibid. II, f. 12; Oxf. Jnl Syn. 10 Jan. 1786. 
279 OHC, QSD/L/132 (s.a. 1790); ibid. E1/H/6–7. 
280 OHC, Hen. I/iv/20, 68–71; Poor Abstract, 1804, 402–3; above, landownership (Goring Priory). 
281 Poor Abstract, 1777, 438; 1787, 655; 1804, 402–3. 
282 Ibid. 1818, 356–7; Poor Rate Retns, 1822, p. 137; 1825, p. 172; 1830–1, p. 160; 1835, p. 155; for 
context, above (since 1800). 
283 Youngs, Admin. Units, I, 397; Oxon. Atlas, 144–5. 


