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Manor Courts and Officers 

 

Goring manor’s court baron or ‘hallmoot’ was mentioned in the 12th century,1 and its bailiff 

from 1324.2 Court records survive intermittently from c.1370 through to 1839, recording the 

usual agrarian business;3 at the earlier date the bailiff collected brewing fines, and there 

were two affeerers,4 while by 1725 (and probably long before) the manor also had a 

woodward.5 From 1727, after the manor passed to Goring Heath almshouse, the court 

supposedly met at least once every seven years, with a total of 50s. expenses allowed to the 

steward, jury, and trustees.6 Nineteenth-century courts met usually in the kitchen of Goring 

Heath almshouse, and in 1838 food and drink was provided at Spring House (otherwise the 

Leather Bottle) in Cleeve for an accompanying boundary perambulation.7  

 A separate court for Gatehampton met by the 1270s,8 but no further record has been 

found even though the manor still had customary tenants in 1552.9 Whether Applehanger 

manor had its own court is unclear, but one for Goring’s sub-manor of Elvendon was held by 

1331 (when tenants were expected to attend every three weeks),10 and surviving court 

records span the period 1377–1832.11 In 1377 and 1385 the same steward seems to have 

held separate courts for Goring and Elvendon on the same day, and the two manors may 

have shared a hayward;12 independent Elvendon officers included two affeerers, and a 

woodward was recorded from 1408, when separate homages represented tenants in Goring 

and Woodcote (in South Stoke).13 By the 19th century Elvendon courts were held usually in 

the Miller of Mansfield pub,14 the 1805 session being accompanied by a perambulation held 

                                                      
1 OHC, E1/M1/CR/9. 
2 Goring Charters, I, no. 118. 
3 OHC, E1/M1/CR/2 and 5; E1/M2/CR/1−15; ibid. O15/4/M1/1−7; O15/4/M2/1; O15/4/M4/1−3; 
O15/4/M5/1−7. 
4 Ibid. E1/M2/CR/1. 
5 Ibid. O15/1/W/1. 
6 1st Rep. Com. Char. App. 331; above, landownership. 
7 OHC, O15/4/M1/3–5; O15/4/M4/1–3; O15/4/M5/1–7. 
8 Goring Charters, I, no. 19; Rot. Hund. II, 778. 
9 TNA, WARD 2/9/28A/13. 
10 Goring Charters, II, no. 198; cf. ibid. I, no. 147. 
11 OHC, E1/M1/CR/1−35; TNA, SC 2/154/17. 
12 Ibid. E1/M1/CR/2; E1/M2/CR/5. 
13 Ibid. E1/M1/CR/6 
14 Ibid. E1/M1/CR/31 and 33. 
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jointly with tenants of Whitchurch manor to ascertain the manorial boundary across Goring 

heath.15  

 

       

 

 

Courts for Goring Priory manor were held by 1519 and probably much earlier, 

attended until the Dissolution by tenants from the priory’s scattered estates within 

Oxfordshire, Berkshire, and Buckinghamshire.16 In 1530 the steward’s stipend was 20s.,17 

although in 1535 court profits totalled only 2s.18 Later court rolls (dealing solely with Goring 

tenancies) survive for the period 1559–97,19 and the court was still meeting in 1654.20 From 

1666, however (when the manor became part of the Lybbes’ combined estates), its business 

was probably transacted at the Elvendon courts.21  

A manorial pound on Elvendon manor was mentioned in 1415,22 and one on Goring 

heath (shared amongst Goring, Elvendon, and Goring Priory manors) in 1671, when it was in 

disrepair.23 A pound in the village (at the junction of Red Cross and Station Roads) was 

mentioned in 1720,24 but by 1819 had been ‘removed some years’.25 

 As with other places in Langtree hundred, leet jurisdiction over the entire parish 

belonged to the honor of Wallingford.26 At the honor’s annual view in 1296–7 tithingmen from 

Goring and Gatehampton paid 6s. 8d. and 2s. cert money respectively, and nine Goring 

                                                      
15 Ibid. E1/M2/E/5. 
16 In 1519 tenants attended from Rotherfield Peppard and Stratfield Mortimer (Berks.): ibid. 
E1/M2/CR/3; cf. Valor Eccl. II, 206.  
17 Visit. Dioc. Linc. II, 156. 
18 Valor Eccl. II, 206. 
19 OHC, E1/M2/CR/4–14. 
20 Ibid. E1/3/1D/9. 
21 Above, landownership. An 1805 court convened by P.L. Powys was held for ‘Goring manor’: ibid. 
E1/M2/E/5; cf. E1/M1/E/4. 
22 Ibid. E1/M1/CR/10. 
23 Ibid. O15/4/M1/1 
24 Ibid. MS Wills Oxon. 130/1/8; ibid. P432/7/M1/1. 
25 Ibid. Hen. I/iv/71. 
26 Rot. Hund. II, 30, 42, 777; above, vol. intro. 

Part of the earliest surviving court roll for Elvendon 
manor, from 1377. Source: OHC, E1/M1/CR/2. 
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brewers were fined for breaking the assize of ale.27 In the 15th century the view met at North 

Stoke, where three tithingmen represented Gatehampton, ‘Goring above Down’ (i.e. Goring 

Heath), and ‘Goring below Down’ (i.e. Goring village), and presented fines mainly for 

brewing.28 By 1536 (when the views were held in Checkendon) there were also two 

constables, one each for Goring and Gatehampton.29 Views continued following the honor’s 

reconfiguration as the honor of Ewelme in 1540, and all three tithings were later included in 

its Ipsden division, which met in different locations from year to year until the honor courts 

lapsed in 1847.30 

 

Parish Government and Officers 

 

Two churchwardens were mentioned in 1530,31 and by 1546 had responsibility for the 

church house (recorded from 1537).32 By 1642 there were also two parish constables and 

two overseers of the poor.33 At Goring heath’s enclosure in 1812 three gravel pits were 

allotted to the surveyor of the highways for road repairs,34 and from 1863 a waywarden 

represented the parish on Henley Highway Board.35 No early minutes or accounts of parish 

officers have been found.36 

 

 

 

                                                      
27 Cornwall Accts, I, 115, 126. 
28 TNA, SC 2/212/4; SC 2/212/7; SC 2/212/12. For a Goring constable in 1377, Poll Taxes 1377–81, 
ed. Fenwick, II, 311. 
29 TNA, SC 2/212/18 (still also recording the 3 tithingmen). 
30 Ibid. SC 2/212/20; Bodl. MSS dd Ewelme Honor d 1–3; OHC, CH/E VI/1–54. 
31 Visit. Dioc. Linc. II, 68. 
32 OHC, E1/M2/E/1; above, social hist. (1500−1800). 
33 Prot. Retns, 102. For the overseers’ role in parish poor relief, above, social hist. (welfare). 
34 OHC, Goring heath enclo. award. 
35 London Gaz. 14 Apr. 1863, p. 2030. 
36 For notes from a book of vestry mins starting in 1847, GGA, Religion 1. 

Goring Volunteer Fire Brigade 
in 1901, a year after it was 

established with the assistance 
of the parish council. 

Photograph courtesy of Goring 
Gap Local History Society. 
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 Under the 1894 Local Government Act the civil powers of the vestry were transferred 

to a parish council, which in 1900 was the driving force behind a volunteer fire brigade 

established that year. In 1926 the council took over the recreation ground given by C.L.W. 

Gardiner in 1883, and later acquired additional public spaces in the Rectory garden (1939), 

Ferry Lane (1964), and the Bourdillon and Sheepcot playing fields (1951 and 1969). In 1964 

it purchased what became the Whitehill burial ground. The council still managed all of those 

sites in 2017, and in 1983 acquired the parish room north-east of the church for use as a 

village hall, the management of which it devolved to a charitable trust.37  

The entire historic parish formed part of Bradfield Poor Law Union from 1834, of 

Goring Rural District from 1894, of Henley Rural District from 1932, and of South Oxfordshire 

District from 1974.38 Goring Heath civil parish elected its own parish council from its 

formation in 1952.39 

                                                      
37 www.goringpc.org; www.goringvillagehall.co.uk (accessed Nov. 2017); above, social hist. (since 
1800). 
38 Youngs, Admin. Units, I, 397. 
39 OHC, PC116/1/A1/1. 


