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The Bibliography of British and Irish History is an essential resource for anyone  
interested in the history of Britain and Ireland, or the British World. 

In an age of information overload, the Bibliography is the definitive,  
curated record of what’s been written about the past,  

and who’s writing History today.  
No student, lecturer or researcher should be without the wonderful BBIH.

Professor Sir David Cannadine, Dodge Professor of History, Princeton University,  
General Editor of the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography,  

and President of the British Academy.

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF BRITISH 
AND IRISH 
HISTORY
The largest and most authoritative index of  
British and Irish history

  Over 600,000 records of books, chapters and articles relating to British  
and Irish history

  12,000 records added annually

  Over 750 journals and series regularly checked for new content



Bibliography of British 
and Irish History

The Bibliography (BBIH) is the most comprehensive and authoritative guide to 
what’s been published on British and Irish history, covering the Roman period to the 
present day.

The Bibliography of British and Irish History (BBIH) grew out of the Royal Historical Society Bibliography of British 
and Irish History. Since its publication in 2010, BBIH has superseded the RHS Bibliography as an essential tool for 
researchers working on British and Irish history at every level and throughout the world. 

Compiled and edited by specialist bibliographers and historians at the University of London, BBIH is a joint research and 
publishing project of the UK’s Royal Historical Society and Institute of Historical Research, and its publisher Brepols.

Aims and Scope

T he Bibliography of British and Irish History 
Online provides bibliographic data on historical 

writing dealing with the British Isles, and with the 
British empire and Commonwealth, during all periods 
for which written documentation is available - from 
55BC to the present.

In addition to 600,000+ bibliographical records, 
BBIH offers links to online catalogues to help you 
find the items that it lists in research libraries in Britain 
and Ireland. It also provides links to the full text where 
available.

The bibliography is a guide to the work of historians -  
it does not contain original sources, unless they have 
been edited and republished by historians (except for a 
selection of key sources published before 1901).

The Bibliography lists books, articles in books and 
articles in journals. Over 750 journals and series are 
regularly checked. Material is included irrespective of 
place or language of publication. The BBIH is a vital 
tool for any university library and is invaluable for 
all levels of academic research, from undergraduate 
dissertations to the most advanced scholarship.



  A database of over 600,000 records, updated three times per 
year, with around 12,000 records added annually

  Covers British and Irish history and relations with the empire 
and Commonwealth, from 55 BC to the present 

  Includes records from partner projects: London’s Past Online 
and Irish History Online

  Bibliographic data are drawn from many sources: numerous 
journals not available online, and data from the British Library’s 
Electronic Table of Contents Database and from the British 
National Bibliography

  Incorporates books, articles in journals (print and electronic), review 
articles and articles in collections of essays

  Over 750 journals and series regularly checked

  Contents reviewed by specialist academics for accuracy and 
completeness, and prepared by professional bibliographers and 
historians at the Institute of Historical Research, the UK’s national 
centre for history

  Indexed using a specially designed classification hierarchy

  A metrics component enables users to examine in detail trends 
in British and Irish history, see journal profiles (e.g. information 
on subjects and periods covered), and find authors’ publication 
profiles

KeY FeATUReS

Historiography and historical methods 

Demographic and environmental history 

Social history 

Medical history and health 

Economic history 

Media and communication 

Technology 

Intellectual, cultural and artistic history

Social and cultural identity 

Religious history 

Political, administrative and legal history

Military history

Foreign affairs

Women’s history

SUBJECT AREAS

Numerous  
search  
options

The interface and search engine 
allow detailed searching and 
are identical to those used by 
other BREPOLiS bibliographic 
databases.

Bibliographical record of the Bibliography of British and Irish History (BBIH)



Advanced search screen of the Bibliography of British and Irish History (BBIH)

Bibliographical record of the Bibliography of British and Irish History (BBIH)

  Choice of simple or advanced search

  Numerous search fields: Author, Title, Year of Publication, Subject, Place, 
Period, Person, etc.

  Auto-complete function

  Automatic counting of number of responses for each search term

  Several export formats (EndNote, Zotero, Ref Works, Microsoft Office Word)

  Multi-lingual interface

  Use of Boolean and truncation operators

  Email alerts in order to stay up to date with new research

  Metrics component 

  Embeddable search widget 

  Compatible with OpenURL, facilitating linkage to full text

  Ability to find out more about people covered using the integrated links 
with the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, the National Register of 
Archives and Who Was Who 

  Also including links to British History Online, Reviews in History, H-Albion 
Reviews, Google Books, and COPAC 

FeATUReS



The global reach of the Bibliography

G iven the global reach of British and Irish history, 
the Bibliography provides extensive coverage of 

scholarly content relating to Britain, Ireland, the British 
empire and Commonwealth and the British world. 
Using data visualization tools, we mapped the number of 
resources available onto a global frame using the figures 
from an update in 2019 and the place names listed.

The expansion of the British empire explains the signi-
ficant number of resources concerning North America, the 
Indian Subcontinent, Australia, South Africa. However, 
other less obvious areas also feature prominently. There 
are nearly 2,500 records of books, chapters and articles 
relating to Russia, over 1,500 to China, and nearly 1000 
to Japan.

Visit the website of the Institute of Historical Research for more details on the global scope of the Bibliography: 
https://www.history.ac.uk/projects/bbih
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BREPOLiS is the home of all online
databases of Brepols Publishers and

its partners, aimed at the 
international community of 

humanities scholars

Subscriptions  
and information

One-year trial at 50% off
We are pleased to offer a one-year trial to this database at 
half price ! Offer only available to those who have not held 
a subscription to the database in the last five years preceding 
this subscription year.
For more details, contact us: brepolis@brepols.net

Please contact Brepols for:
- A 30-day free trial period (institutions only)
- A price quotation
- Details on a licence agreement

Information and updates:
Visit https://about.brepolis.net for more information on 
BBIH and other databases.

Brepols Online Databases

Begijnhof 67
B-2300 Turnhout

Belgium
Tel.: +32 (14) 44 80 34
Fax: +32 (14) 42 89 19

brepolis@brepols.net
www.brepolis.net

www.brepols.net

The Bibliography of British and Irish History is, quite simply, indispensable. A superb resource—well maintained, regularly 
updated, and with the very best search tools—this is the indispensable ‘go to’ for all serious scholarship on British and Irish 
History.

Professor Mark Ormrod, University of York, UK

The Bibliography is the first resource I recommend, and rely on for myself, when starting research on the history of British 
Atlantic. Searches reveal the latest work on the Atlantic World, and the British in colonial America—including scholarly 
articles, book chapters, monographs and reviews.

Dr Jordan Landes, Curator, Friends Historical Library, Swarthmore College, Pennsylvania

It’s hard to imagine historical research and teaching without BBIH at my side. The Bibliography offers a great deal not only 
to historians of Britain and Ireland, for it also reflects an expansive view of what students and researchers need to know 
about this country’s European and global entanglement. 

Professor Miri Rubin, Queen Mary University of London, UK

BBIH is an invaluable, long-established, hand-curated resource. It not only provides powerful tools to help students and 
scholars find relevant secondary content, but also makes possible large-scale, quantitative and qualitative surveys of whole 
fields of historical study.

Professor Joanna Innes, University of Oxford, UK

Reviews


