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ECONOMIC HISTORY 

Until the mid-20th century Dummer’s economy was based on agriculture with most 

inhabitants engaged in farming or in an associated rural craft or industry. An 

unusually extensive collection of manorial court records survive providing a real 

insight into the management of the common agricultural system which lasted from 

medieval times until enclosure of the land in1743.  The enclosure award involved a 

transformation of the common fields and commons and set the pattern of the parish 

landscape which was largely unchanged in 2019. 

 Proximity to Basingstoke provided a local market for produce and the main 

London to Salisbury and Southampton road which traversed the parish enabled a 

wider distribution of goods. The woollen industry was important from the Middle 

Ages, peaking in the early 16th century, and an iron foundry existed in the village in 

the 19th and early 20th centuries. In the 21st century the majority of residents were 

employed outside the parish, many in Basingstoke but also further afield with rail 

links to London and the M3 motorway affording easy opportunities for travel. A 

communication firm based on the outskirts of the village employed over 200 people, 

few if any from the parish itself. A number of people worked from home and small 

businesses occupied converted farm buildings. The Queen Inn, two golf courses and 

a cricket centre provided other employment opportunities. 

 

Farming 

The Agricultural Landscape  

Before enclosure in 1743 large commons (507 a.) provided pasture for sheep and 

other animals. Dummer Down, Priest Down and Cow Down lay on the higher 

chalklands, Dummer Down on the western border of the parish, Priest Down on the 

south-eastern side adjoining Nutley and Cow Down probably south of Dummer 

Down, adjoining Popham.1 Common fields, divided into narrow strips, were cultivated 

for crops including wheat, barley, oats, peas and vetches. Four arable fields (1,174 

a.) Grange field, Dummer field, Breadless field and Stoke field surrounded the 

village.2 Paths and droves to the commons and to and between fields were important 

for access, their width and maintenance frequently the subject of orders in the 

manorial courts as was the making and maintenance of hedges that divided fields 

and provided security on the parish boundaries. Woodland was limited; small areas 

of mixed deciduous trees included Rowley Copse in the east with Helworthy Copse3 

and Stubbs Copse in the north of the parish. The 14th century familial name ‘de 

Stainford’ suggests a stony brook and a water course is mentioned in court records 

                                                             
1
  HRO, 10M57/74-5; Cow Down is not marked on the Enclosure map but is referred to in a list of 

roads and tracks: ‘from south end of Dummer Down drove to Popham across Cow Down’. 
2
  HRO, 10M57/74-5. Breadless field also known as Breadels. 

3
  Variants: Healworth (1743), Kelworth (1864), Peat (1872) and Peak Copse (2019). 
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of 1597.4 However, with no significant surface streams or rivers, water for animals 

and crops depended on ponds (dew ponds and man-made) and on wells bored into 

the chalk aquifer. The Grange was never subdivided, the land worked as one farm. 

Lying south of the village and the high point of Tidley Hill (174 m.) it contained two 

areas of woodland, Grange Copse and Bottom Copse.  

 

 
Map 1. Land enclosed by Act of 1743. Grange Farm in the south and Kempshott in the north are 
shown as unaffected.  © J. Chapman and S. Seeliger,  
 

The landscape changed markedly after 1743 with the enclosure of the common 

fields. Owners or right-holders of scattered arable strips were allocated blocks of 

land equating to their previous holdings with smaller, mostly rectangular fields 

created in Stoke field and Grange field for that purpose, divided by hedges, often 

hawthorn. The common downland pastures predominantly belonging to Michael 

Terry, lord of the manor, remained as open ‘prairie’ landscape until later conversion 

to arable farming and meadow, a pattern found across much of Hampshire.5
 A 

supply of water to the fields was first installed by Sir Richard Rycroft in 1898 and with 

                                                             
4
  Gilbert de Stainford, below, Social History; HRO, 55M67/M4. 

5
  J. Chapman and S. Seeliger, A Guide to Enclosure in Hampshire 1700-1900, HCC (Winchester, 

1997) xxiii. 
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improvements in 1926 reached most of the parish.6 Prior to the installation of mains 

water in 1950 a reservoir at Grange Farm fed from a deep bore held 20,000 gallons 

with a storage tank of 5,000 gallons.7 The soil was described in that year as ‘easy 

working, medium to heavy loam’.8 Chalk pits scattered throughout the parish were a 

feature found across the Hampshire downs, chalk blocks employed as building 

material and burnt lime used as a soil improver. 

Kempshott, in the period that it was included in the parish (1879-1989), consisted 

of parkland belonging to Kempshott House, two farms and more extensive woodland 

than found elsewhere in Dummer. By 2019 the agricultural landscape of Kempshott 

had been transformed by housing developments. Suburban housing estates had 

also spread from Basingstoke into parts of Dummer lying north of the M3 motorway. 

The larger part of the parish, south of the motorway, consisted of rolling farmland 

with well-hedged fields, hardwood trees and small woodland clumps, little changed 

from the late 19th century. 

 

Farming before 1536  

In 1086 the two manors known later as East and West Dummer both consisted of 

five hides and each possessed five ploughlands although only four were in 

cultivation in either manor. East Dummer had been worth 100s. in 1066 but only 60s. 

in 1086 whilst a similar reduction occurred in West Dummer which fell from a value 

of 60s. to that of 40s. These smaller post-Domesday manors were both in lordship, 

East Dummer with two villagers and three smallholders and West Dummer with eight 

villagers, nine smallholders and two slaves. More land was held in demesne in East 

Dummer where 1 a. of meadow was also recorded.9 In 1341 the ninth of sheaves, 

fleeces and lambs was said to be 50s. and the parish claimed itself unable to meet 

the church taxation.10 

A third manor, Dummer Grange, was acquired and developed by Waverley Abbey 

a Cistercian house in Surrey during the 12th century.11 It was a farmstead whose 

lands lay outside the open fields, probably representing the colonisation of 

downland. The Grange provided food and other comestibles for the abbey which was 

about 23 miles (37km) distant and within a day’s ride from the mother house. It 

would have been directly administered by the abbey and its reeve.12 It was one of 15 

granges belonging to the abbey. Arable crops were the prime requirement of the 

abbey and it is known that a barn at Grange was used for storing grain in 1276.13 Its 

value was given as 40s. in the Taxation Roll of 1291, rising to 50s. by 1535. By this 

                                                             
6
      HRO, 149A10/B17/1/1. 

7
  HRO, 5M70/27. Above, Introduction, Landscape 

8
  HRO, 5M70/27. 

9
  Domesday, 108, 121. 

10
  Inquisitiones, 121; below, Religious History. 

11
  M. Service, The home estate, granges and smaller properties of Waverley Abbey (Surrey Arch. 

Colls., 95, 2010) 240-1; Land Ownership, above. 
12

  M. Service suggests an officer of the abbey with a group of lay brothers supplemented by local 
tied peasants. 

13
  HRO, 8M68/1. 
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time the Grange, as with other similar ecclesiastical properties, was leased out to a 

secular landowner, the rental being a source of income for the abbey.14 

 

 
Map 2. Waverley Abbey estates. Dummer Boundary. © Crown Copyright 2019. 

 

Farming 1536 – 1743  

Each manor had its own demesne farm – East and West Dummer and the Grange. 

The Grange, bought by the Dummer family in 1536 and added to its manor of West 

Dummer, remained as a separate unit with a farmer and employed labourers. In East 

and West Dummer the medieval system of farming continued with the demesne-

owned land and that of tenants intermingled in the common fields and their animals 

pastured together on the commons. A sheep and corn husbandry was practiced, as 

found in other downland manors in north Hampshire, with wheat and barley the main 

crops, and sheep the chief livestock providing wool for the local cloth industry as well 

as meat and manure.  

Records of the manorial courts provide detailed information about farming 

practices in the 16th and 17th centuries.15 They reveal the continuation of a tightly 

ordered system of land use in which large common fields divided into narrow strips 

were cultivated by numerous individuals and a stint (ration of animals) established 

for grazing on the commons. The court proceedings also show the need for co-

operation between farmers and tenants both in growing their crops and in protecting 

the common pasture from outside animals or loss of their animals to another parish. 

Regulations – the customary practices of the manor – were set out at the start of 

each new lordship, and intervening courts issued requirements for a particular 

season. Officers included haywards whose duties included care of the common 

hedges and the cornfield, as well as bringing in the cattle in the evening. Supervisors 

of sheep or cattle were appointed to monitor and report breaches of orders and fines 

                                                             
14

  M. Service, Waverley Abbey, 240-1. 
15

  HRO, 55M67/3-37; below, Local Government. 
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were imposed by the courts on offenders. A bailiff worked for the lord of the manor(s) 

overseeing his interests.16  

In 1537 the demesne farm of West Dummer had seven virgates (210 a.) of 

common arable land dispersed throughout the fields.17  Other holdings varied in size 

such as the 68 a. of George Withers, yeoman (d. 1586) or the 11 a. held by Stephen 

Minchin, husbandman (d. 1588).18 Withers grew 25 a. of wheat, 25 a. of barley and 

smaller amounts of oats, peas and vetches, valued at £45.19 Minchin grew a similar 

mix of crops which were valued at £6 13s. 4d. This common field agriculture required 

the community to work together for the general good and duties such as the making 

and maintenance of the hedges around the wheat field and the barley field were 

imposed by the courts. In 1560 the wheat field was to be sufficiently hedged by the 

Feast of the Nativity, with a fine of 10s. for non-compliance, but in 1598 the date was 

changed to St Leonard’s Day, perhaps reflecting changing seasons and planting 

practices.20  References to the ‘wheat field’ and ‘barley field’ suggest a three-course 

rotation.21 Once the crops had been harvested, animals were let onto the stubble 

fields but this too was tightly controlled with the lord’s farmer telling the haywards 

when this could happen and in what sequence. Horses were given priority, an 

ancient custom that only horses should be let in the stubble fields at the breach was 

replaced in 1583 by one that allowed a cow or calf to be substituted if a tenant had 

no horse, but only if he owned at least half a yardland.22 Cattle and swine followed 

with fines for any who contravened these orders. 

Large sheep flocks included the 470 sheep of Gilbert Withers (d. 1599) a yeoman 

who leased the demesne farm of East Dummer; the flock was valued at £130 and 

had been built up from the 124 sheep owned by his father, George. The Withers 

were a well-known Hampshire family.23 John Grant (Graunt) (d. 1557) of the Grange, 

three generations of whose family farmed in the parish during the 16th century, had 

a flock of 320 sheep, whilst Henry Dummer (d. 1540) lord of West Dummer left 120 

sheep amongst his children.
24

 Flocks were held not only by the three demesne 

farmers but the 34 wills and 29 inventories surviving from the 16th century show that 

most other testators kept sheep, the numbers varying from just two or three to the 

120 owned by Thomas Morrell (d. 1554).25 A typical smallholding was that of John 

Gold (d. 1599) husbandman who had 30 sheep and 12 a. of crops along with two 

cows, four horses and a plough.26
 

                                                             
16

  An example, 55M67/M13, ‘…  for a Heriot one cow which the Bailiff took for the use of the Lord’. 
17

  HRO, 55M67/M3. 
18

  HRO, 1586A/89; 1588B/013. 
19

  HRO, 1586A/89. 
20

  Feast of the Nativity, December 25th; St Lawrence day, November 6th. 
21

  VCH Oxon, Brightwell Baldwin, Farms and Farming 1500-1800. Vetches were probably grown in 
the third year or the land was left fallow.  

22
  HRO, 55M67/M35. 

23
  HRO, 1599B/50; Revd R.F. Bigg-Wither, Materials for a History of the Wither Family; also below, 

Social History. 
24

  HRO, 1557U/199; 1540B/26. 
25

  HRO, 1554B/069. 
26

  HRO, 1599AD/17. 
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Animals were pastured on the common downs. In 1560 East Dummer court 

ordered that there were to be no more than eight sheep an acre with six cows and 

two horses or there could be more horses but less cows. John Wodeson who 

overpastured the common by just one animal was fined 6d. but a fine of 6s. 8d. could 

be imposed for more serious breaches.27 A court held in West Dummer in 1583 set 

the number of sheep on Dummer Down as a maximum of 300 with 30 beasts or 

horses. This was a reduction of 20 sheep from an order of 1564 to enable the horses 

to have sufficient feed when they came out of their stables.28 Freeholders and 

copyholders were allowed 60 sheep and two beasts per yardland (30 a.) but 

cottagers were restricted to only 10 sheep and two beasts.29 Seasonal differences 

were recognised as in April 1597 when a court held for East and West Dummer 

ordered that with the consent of the freeholders and copyholders no cattle were to be 

pastured on Cow Down that year until the Feast of St Mark the Evangelist because 

‘Spring is backward by reason of the drith of the season’.30  

Sheep provided wool for the local cloth trade, so important in Basingstoke and its 

hinterland from the 15th-17th centuries, as well as meat and manure. Whilst sheep 

were the main livestock, cattle, pigs and poultry were also important. Cattle were 

kept primarily for milk production and for milk products such as cheese, meeting not 

only a family’s requirements but also as a marketable commodity in nearby 

Basingstoke. Numbers ranged from one or two cows per household to the 26 cows 

and bullocks owned by John Grant and Gilbert Withers respectively.31 Evidence of 

cheese and butter making is found in several inventories including that of the rector, 

William White (d. 1588).32 Ownership of swine was widespread, Gilbert Withers kept 

38 hogs and pigs, probably the highest number in the parish, and had four flitches of 

bacon in his larder.33 Withers also kept 10 ducks, along with a cock and 19 hens, 

many others also kept poultry, usually a cock and a number of hens. Horses appear 

to have been most often used for tractive power. About 50 horses are recorded, 

sometimes designated as ‘cart horses’, only one mention is made of oxen.
34

 The 16 

horses recorded at East Manor farm with ‘all harness and furniture’ and also two 

saddles suggest that most were used with the three ploughs and carts but that two 

were reserved for riding.35 

In the 17th century extant probate material which consists of 40 wills and 41 

inventories, the latter totaling £4,060 and ranging from £5 to £690, reveals those with 

limited means as well as some very prosperous yeomen. Sheep flocks of 450 owned 

by Richard Penton (d. 1688) and 270 held by Walter Madgwick (d. 1626) equalled 

those of the previous century. Madgwick had both freehold and copyhold land in the 

                                                             
27

  HRO, 55M67/M19. 
28

  HRO, 55M67/M35. 
29

  HRO. 55M67/M35. 
30

  HRO, 55M67/M4. St Mark the Evangelist, April 25th. 
31

  HRO, 1588A/030; 1557U/119; 1599B/50. 
32

  HRO, 1588B/73. 
33

  HRO, 1599B/50. 
34

  HRO, 1561U/22; 1558U/054. 
35

  HRO, 1599B/50. 
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parish and his inventory, valued at £211, included 28 cattle. At the Grange, William 

Soper, gentleman (d. 1688) and his widow Amy (d. 1700) had a flock of 250 sheep 

and with cattle and swine the total value of their livestock amounted to £138. Their 

crops which included 35 a. of wheat, 26 a. of peas and barley in the barn were 

valued at £100. The 14 sides of bacon and beef in the cellar along with eight (beer) 

barrels indicate a comfortable standard of living. On a more modest scale, yet 

nevertheless with a substantial holding, George Ilsley (d. 1668), yeoman kept 80 

sheep, two horses, 11 beasts, nine hogs and pigs which, with corn and his plough, 

cart and two harrows, was valued at £117. It was not until 1655 that every poor man 

was allowed to keep one hog or pig, rescinding a requirement for arable land 

ownership.36 An interesting combination of activities is shown by a weaver, Ralph 

Curtis (d. 1612), who had 16 stalls of bees sufficient to supply honey for the village 

and perhaps to be sold more widely. 

The manorial courts remained active in protecting the common land. In 1604 

Walter Madgwick encroached on waste or common land at Staples in Cow Lane by 

erecting his own ditch there and digging beyond what was allowed. Five men were 

appointed to see that he reinstated the land and restored the water course as it had 

been.37 In 1615 orders were made, doubtless reflecting earlier ones, that ‘no hedge 

[to] be removed until thought good or convenient without general consent’ and that 

‘no man [to] carry away any other man’s hedge or fence’.38 There was to be ‘no 

gleaning of corn on any other man’s land by self, children or servants’ and ‘no 

weeding other than in own corn’. Verges were to be kept around fields, crops were 

not to be sown out to the hedges, traditional harvest ways were to be maintained and 

the width of the Drove was to be kept at 14 yds between Stubbs Copse and Grove 

Gate, presumably to enable the use of large carts and wagons.39 Care was taken to 

preserve the grazing quality of the commons and the court orders of 1623 reflect 

others made throughout the period - cattle had to be taken off Dummer Down by the 

day before All Saints, the downs were then to be laid afresh at Candlemas and 

broken (animals allowed back in) on Hockmonday.40  

The management and use of the common woods and coppices was also carefully 

regulated. A pattern of coppicing each year for seven years was practiced with the 

woods then left for a year to recover. In 1623 tenants were ordered to depasture and 

feed their cattle in Rowley, Helworthy and Stubbs coppices from the time of seven 

years growth until the coppices were felled.41 In 1666 the common woods were to be 

laid open at seven years growth for that year.42 Oak trees received special attention; 

oak was needed to provide suitable wood for building ships for the navy – supplying 

such was regarded as almost a national duty. These trees do not grow well on chalk 

                                                             
36

  HRO, 55M67/M11; M29. 
37

  HRO, 55M67/M4. 
38

  HRO, 55M67/M11. 
39

  HRO, 55M67/M3. 
40

  HRO, 55M67/M37. All Saints, 1st November; Candlemas, 2nd February; Hocktide was a 
movable feast as it referred to the week following Easter. 

41
  HRO, 55M67/M37. 

42
  HRO, 55M67/M15. 



8 
 

soil which is more suited to those with shallow roots but there were oak trees in the 

parish and in 1615 it was ordered that no one was to cut any oak or sprig of oak 

likely to become a tree on the waste common unless between Christmas and 

Candlemas under threat of a fine of 10s.43 As late as 1729 tenants were forbidden 

from cutting oak rods or bushes within 1 a. breadth of the common hedges by the 

manor’s ways and were to protect oak trees in their own hedges, with fines of 6s.8d. 

for any offences.44   

The reason why this traditional way of farming and, indeed of a way of life, was 

(soon) to end may perhaps be glimpsed in a lease of 1723 concerning land 

belonging to a yeoman, Richard Poynter, which read thus: 
 

Eight and a half acres arable dispersed in common field (i.e. one and a  

half acres in Bridles Field on Sturrum Hill; one and a half acres in Bridles  

Field beside footway from Dummer to Nutley; one acre in Grange Field  

at Paine Stile; one and half acres in Dummer Field crossing the Milkway  

from Dummer to the Cow Down; one acre in Dummer Field at place called  

Hendon; one acre in Stoke Field at Thorn Dell; one acre in same near Bunting 

Dell with all commons, ways etc.45  
 

The difficulties in cultivating such scattered pieces of land and the advantages of 

being able to implement new, advanced agricultural techniques in consolidated fields 

led the lord of the manor and others to seek an act of parliament for enclosure of the 

common fields and of all common land within the parish. Parliamentary enclosure 

with outside arbitrators was often preferred to informal enclosure when numerous 

owners, rights and interests were involved and enabled objective, and legally 

binding, decisions to be made on the best division of the land.46 How agreement to 

this course of action was gained and whether there was opposition from those who 

lost use of the common wastes and gleaning rights is not known. The system 

certainly favoured the larger landowners. 

 

Farming 1743 – 1926 
 

Enclosure of the common lands in Dummer (1,174 a. open fields and 587 a. 

commons) was carried out by an Act of Parliament in 1743 promoted by Michael 

Terry (d.1755), lord of the manor, Thomas Stockwell, rector, and other owners and 

proprietors of land in the parish.47 A map or plan prepared by Robert Scullard 

shows the new fields or blocks of land agreed by the specially appointed  

commissioners superimposed upon the earlier boundaries. Michael Terry was 

awarded 1,101 a., 16 other owners, or those with rights, were granted 688 a. of land 

                                                             
43

  Example, HRO, 55M67/M11. 
44

  HRO, 55M67/M3. 
45

  HRO, 55M67/T81. Poynter was awarded 43 a. in the Enclosure Act of 1743. He presumably had 

other rights or lands. 
46

  Chapman and Seeliger, Enclosure in Hampshire, 1700-1900, xiv-xxiv. 
47

  HRO, 55M67/E3. 
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between them.48 Twelve of these other land holders were yeomen and one the  

widow of a yeoman; probate material shows several of them to have had substantial 

means.49 
 

 

Map 3 Enclosure award map of 1743. 

 

Field boundaries were set, many of which remain in the 21st century. These 

divisions formed the basis of future farms, examples including land in Stoke field 

allocated to William Smith which became known as Little Manor farm and Richard 

Soper’s allocation of the larger half of Dummer field becoming Soper’s farm.50 The 

commons remained predominantly in the ownership of Michael Terry but with an 

area of Dummer Down attached to Grange farm and an area of Priest Down 

attached to Minchin’s farm.51 A major beneficiary of enclosure was the rector, 

Thomas Stockwell, whose award of just over 78 a. of land in Stoke field replaced an 

extraordinary 50 pieces of glebe land scattered across the parish, as well as his 

rights to cow and sheep commons.52 The allocation allowed the creation of Glebe 

farm. 
 

                                                             
48

  There is an unexplained difference of 28 a. between 1,789 a. common land and 1,761 a. of land 
awarded. 

49
  HRO, 1746B/003; 1749A/084; 1760B/39. 

50
  HRO, 12M49/A20/7l. 

51
  HRO, 10M57/A7/1-2. 

52
  HRO, 10M54/A7; 21M65/E15/32; below, Endowment, Religious History. 
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Map 4 Extract from Enclosure award map showing allotment of land (apart from Michael Terry). 

 

By the beginning of the 19th century the consolidation of land appears to have led 

to the desired effect of improved arable farming outputs with crop returns of 1801 

showing 305 a. of wheat, 290 a. of barley, 250 a. of oats, 90 a. of turnips or rape, 60 

a. of peas and 10 a. of potatoes.53 In 1820 the Grange was 80 per cent arable, a 

figure that was reflected in the tithe award of 1840 which estimated 1,613 a. to be 

under arable cultivation of the 1,770 a. subject to tithes; the total parish acreage was 

2,081.
54

 This included 359 a. of wheat valued at £2,511, 240 a. of barley at £1,152 

and 120 a. of oats at £660 as well as 519 a. of fodder crops, including sainfoin, 

turnips and vetches, valued at £958.55 A drive to improve standards of husbandry 

was evident when tenancies were agreed; a lease of Little Manor farm in 1842 

required the tenant to ‘cultivate, crop, till, manure and manage the farm lands in a 

fair, proper and careful manner and not take two successive crops of wheat or other 

grain unless the same is followed with a summer fallow of at least three ploughings 

or a green crop (clover, peas, beans)’. If hay or straw was sold off the farm then one 

wagon of good rotten horse dung of 12s. value plus £3 was to be paid for every ton 

of straw sold, with a penalty of £2.56 From 1866 turnips and swedes were 

                                                             
53

  TNA, HO 67/24. 
54

  M. Service, Waverley Abbey, 241; HRO, 34M95/3. 
55

  TNA, IR 18/8966. 
56

  HRO, 55M67/T55. 
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increasingly used as fodder crops.57 Rape output also increased from 10 a. in 1875 

to 88 a. in 1921.58  

Further consolidation of land took place during the century as opportunities were 

taken to purchase plots as they became available through the death of previous 

owners. Thomas Terry (d. 1829), lord of the manor, purchased about 15 a. of land in 

1820 that had belonged to Thomas Baker in Stoke field and nearly 3 a. of land that 

had belonged to John Savage.59 By 1835 Soper’s farm had been joined with 

Dummer Down farm and following the fire at Little Manor farmhouse in 1877 the farm 

buildings and arable land in Stoke Field were sold to Sir Nelson Rycroft and added to 

the estate land farmed in hand.60  

Sheep farming on the downlands continued throughout this period. Stephen Terry, 

lord of the manor and diarist, recorded 240 lambs ‘doing well’ in January 1842 and 

some fine Southdown wethers, a dual purpose breed, feeding on turnips, hay, barley 

and chaff in November of the same year.61 A sale of a breeding flock of Hampshire 

Downs at Dummer Down farm in July 1857 included 520 ewes and ewe lambs, and 

29 rams and ram lambs. The flock was described as ‘well-selected and highly 

esteemed’ and must have been built up over a good number of years.62 Numbers of 

sheep in the parish were 2,337 in 1866 but had nearly halved to 1,146 by 1875 and 

fell to 924 in 1880 during the prolonged agricultural depression that started in the 

1870s.63 This was a picture that was replicated in neighbouring parishes which also 

depended on arable-based mixed farming systems as farmers competed with cheap 

imports of wheat and wool.  A steep rise to 2,608 in 1890, a level which was 

sustained until at least 1911, can only partially be explained by the inclusion of 

Kempshott figures, then part of the parish.64  

Cattle were also important and whilst dairy farming predominated, dual purpose 

breeds such as the 18 shorthorn Durham cows mentioned by Stephen Terry in 1842 

show that beef production was also undertaken. Dairy cows numbered 30 in 1866 

with 21 other cattle which may refer to calves, bulls or beef cattle; 55 milkers and 49 

others in 1890, 45 milkers and 157 others in 1901 and 37 milkers and 96 others in 

1920. 65 Pig numbers grew from 65 in 1875 to 218 in 1890 but were half that number 

by 1911 and continued to decline thereafter.66 The use of horses in agriculture is well 

illustrated by Terry who wrote in his diary ‘2nd September: The last full load of oats 

came in from Windmill, 13 horses employed in carrying the oats to the home 

rickyard’; he also recorded five teams of horses stoning for turnips in Dell field.67 The 

                                                             
57

  TNA, MAF 68/27. 
58

  TNA, MAF 68/413; 68/3026. 
59

  HRO, 55M67/T110. 
60

  HRO, 12M49/A20/7; 55M67/T58. 
61

  HRO, 24M49/1. 
62

  Hants Chronicle, 11 Jul. 1857. 
63

  TNA, MAF 68/27; 68/413; 68/698. 
64

  TNA, MAF 68/1268; 68/2465. 
65

  TNA, MAF 68/27; 68/1325; 68/1895; 68/3026. 
66

  TNA, MAF 68/413; 68/1268; 68/2465. 
67

  HRO, 24M49/1. 
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highest number of horses so employed in the parish was 87 in 1880 with 55 still in 

use in 1921. That year poultry were recorded with over 1,000 fowls reported.68  

Although woodland was limited – 95 a. in 1837 when it was stated that one tenth 

of the wood was cut annually - regular sales of underwood and prime wood took 

place between 1829 and 1868 at Helworthy, Stubbs, Bottom and Fuller’s coppices. 

In 1850 William Tubb sold 50 oak and 22 ash trees in Grange Copse.69 In 1870 

woodland had increased to 149 a.70 The highest acreage of woodland recorded was 

268 a. in 1905 when Kempshott, more heavily wooded, was included.71  

Land use varied considerably, particularly the area given to pasture or permanent 

grass. In 1872 there were 94 a. of pasture and 1,904 a. of arable land  whilst in 1905  

there was said to be 654 a. of permanent grass, largely in the east of the parish and 

2,131 a. of land cultivated for crops including wheat, barley, oats and turnips.72 This 

is partly explained by the number of sheep and cattle both of which rose after 1870 

leading to changes in land use and partly by the inclusion of Kempshott in the parish 

from 1879. 

Agricultural Workers   

A comparison of occupations between 1851 and 1901 shows that agriculturally 

linked jobs remained predominant. In 1851 of a population of 409, there were five 

farmers, and a bailiff with over 50 agricultural labourers, including two shepherds. All 

the farms had resident farm servants, young men aged between 15 and 23, hired on 

an annual basis. Fifty years later in 1901, with a population of 390, there was one 

farmer, two farm bailiffs, a farm steward and about 70 men and boys employed in a 

variety of agricultural work including six shepherds, two cattlemen and a game 

keeper. No servants in husbandry remained.73 Records for 1911 show an increase in 

cowmen to six and an assistant, a dairyman and assistant, a new occupation of 

traction engine driver and a few men acting as hedgers and thatchers as well as 

farm labourers. An unusual occupation was that of truffler in 1861. 

A picture of the intensity of manpower involved in agricultural work is given by 

Stephen Terry who in 1841 recorded 32 people cutting and tying ‘magnificent’ white 

oats and later that year described 63 people enjoying the harvest supper. His 

comments on ‘thankfulness for the crops in such hard times’ is a reminder of the 

economic hardships faced by agricultural workers and of the conditions which had 

led to the Swing Riots of 1830.74 Wages of 9s. a week in 1795 had risen only 

marginally after the riots and attempts to prevent the introduction of threshing 

machines – seen as a threat to jobs – had been unsuccessful. Terry records, ‘14 

August, 1842: Barber’s threshing machine at work and on our wheat’. Workers came 

together in forming branches of two Friendly Societies to help support themselves 

                                                             
68

  TNA, MAF 68/698, 68/3026. 
69

  Hants Chronicle, 26 Oct. 1829; 27 Oct. 1834; 19 Oct. 1850; 17 Oct. 1868. 
70

  TNA, MAF 68/242. 
71

  VCH Hants III, 357. 
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  OS 1st edn, 1:25,000, sheets XXVI.1, .2, .5, .6, .9, & .10, 1872, area book; VCH Hants III, 357. 
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  Census, 1851, 1901. The 1851 census include Winslade with Kempshott, inflating these figures. 
The 1901 figures relate to the civil parish of Dummer with Kempshott 

74
  HRO, 24M49/1; below, Social History. 
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and their families and the invitation to Joseph Barr, president of the National 

Agricultural Labourers’ Union, to address a meeting in the Primitive Methodist chapel 

in Dummer in 1882 signifies the level of their concerns. 75 

 

Farming after 1926  

 

The sale of the Kempshott and Dummer estate in 1926 following the death of Sir 

Richard Rycroft, lord of the manor, marked a turning point in farming and in parish 

life as a whole. Nine farms, many cottages and 2,150 a. of land were sold.76 A 

previous agent was reported as saying that Rycroft had kept a large area of land in 

hand and whilst at one time it had made a good return, for several years past it had 

lost heavily, adding that generally speaking it was poor farming country.77 A number 

of farmhouses were sold away from the land and with some new landowners now 

living outside the parish farm managers or farm companies were appointed with 

responsibility for one or more farms.78 The farms sold were Manor, Little Manor, 

Glebe, Clump, Tower Hill, Village, Southwood, Kennel and Kempshott. The last was 

partially a market garden holding with 2 a. of walled kitchen garden, two vineries, a 

tomato house, soft fruit and orchards. Southwood and Kennel farms were tenanted. 

Kennel was a mixed farm of 153 a. Southwood had land in Deane and Wootton St 

Lawrence parishes as well as Dummer with Kempshott. The farmhouse, 48 a. arable 

and 28 a. pasture were in the parish and over 3 a. of woodland.  
 

 
Figure 1 Manor Farmhouse, 1926. 

                                                             
75

  Hants Chronicle, 7 Oct. 1882; Howkins, A. (2004-09-23) Arch, Joseph (1826–1919), trade 
unionist and politician, ODNB (accessed 9 Jul. 2018); below, Social History.  

76
  HRO, 19M57/SP375; 149A10/B17/1. 

77
  HRO, 174A12/A2, 102. 

78
  An example, Heathfield Growers farmed Grange, Manor, Clump, Glebe and Dummer Down 

farms in 1941 TNA, MAF Farm Surveys 1941. In 1981 there were 7 farmers and 3 managers. 
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Manor farm with 307 a. of land was the main agricultural holding sold, described 

as a ‘valuable dairy and corn farm’ with an ‘excellent set of farm buildings’. Apart 

from 22 a. of land and two cottages all the land was held in hand, divided between 

pasture and arable. The buildings were separated by a concrete road with a barn, 

timber store, stabling for six cart horses, loose boxes and a cow shed for 12 on one 

side, on the other side ‘modern buildings’ included a dairy and cooling room, cow 

stalls for 16 and a detached cow house for six, a bull box and yard a cow house for 

four and a range of 10 piggeries. At Village farm, also dairy and corn, 177 a. were 

sold, at Clump farm 187 a. of pasture and arable land were sold, as was the meadow 

land behind Little Manor farm house and the meadow land of Glebe farm. Tower Hill, 

described as a mixed farm of 87 a. with a large two-bay barn, granary and other farm 

buildings, completed the sale.  

In the Second World War whilst arable farming necessarily took precedence over 

livestock actual numbers of animals in the parish were quite high. The group of farms 

- Manor, Clump and Glebe - had 122 sheep and 22 cattle, Grange farm had 102 

sheep and 70 cattle, Kennel farm had 91 sheep and Southwood farm had over 70 

each of sheep and cattle.79 By 1951 there were no sheep in the parish but they were 

re-introduced with 800 in 1961 and nearly 600 in 1981, before economic conditions 

saw their eventual demise.80 In 2019 the only sheep in the parish were a small flock 

kept to maintain an 8 a. field close to Dummer House and 25 sheep at Dummer 

Down farm, also kept for land maintenance and for sustainable meat.81 Cattle 

numbers increased steadily after the war rising to 1,559 in 1981. The Dummanor 

herd of pedigree Holstein Friesians established in 1948 by Colonel A.H. Ferguson (d. 

1966) was sold in March 1991.82 In 1950 a pedigree Ayrshire herd formed part of a 

sale of Dummer Grange.83 A beef herd called was added and fattened over 18 

months, giving a break to the arable fields.84 The dairy operation at Manor farm, 

owned by Colonel Clifton (d. 1996) ceased in the late 1970s/early 1980s after two 

episodes of brucellosis.
85

 In 2019 a small herd of Longhorn cows was kept by a 

‘hobby’ farmer.86  Pig numbers also rose after the war, reaching 317 in 1961.87 Peter 

Chase took over Southwood farm from Sir David Beale in 1968 and his venture of 

240 sows for weaner production was still operating in 1986.88 The total number of 

pigs in the parish by the early 1980s was over 1,200. Twelve horses were still in 

agricultural use in 1951. Poultry, important from 1920 to the 1960s peaked in 1951 

with 2,267 fowls.89 Village farm kept nearly 1,000 fowls in 1941 but struggled during 
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  TNA, MAF 32/974/64. 
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  TNA, MAF 68/4349; 68/4724; 68/5750. 
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  B. Dodd and A. Ferguson. pers. comms 2019. 
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  HRO, 5M70/27. 
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     C. Palmer -Tomkinson, pers. comm., Oct. 2019. 
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  Ibid. 
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  Pers. observation, Jun 2019.  
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  TNA, MAF 68/4724. 
88

  Scats Sentinel, Jul/Aug 1988, 2. 
89  TNA, MAF 68/ 5750. 
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the war to obtain feed and were reduced to using baker’s sweepings.90  Turkey 

farming in 1961 (361 birds) appears to have been a short-lived venture.  

The amount of land under crops varied throughout this period. At the Grange in 

1950 ley farming was practiced with 130 a. grass of a total 346 a. and water laid on 

to every field. Crops included wheat, barley and oats.91 Wheat crops in the parish 

ranged from 271 a. in 1941 to 841 a. in 1981, barley from 549 a. to 778 a., whilst the 

quantity of oats grown dropped from 391 a. to 31 a. in the same period. Turnips (74 

a.) used for fodder in 1941 had almost disappeared by the 1970-80s. Cabbage, kale 

and rape were important crops during the Second World War with mustard 

introduced after the war; 222 a. of mustard were produced in 1951.92 In 1950, 35 a. 

of woodland and a newly planted larch plantation of 4-5 a. were recorded at Dummer 

Grange.93 A new mixed plantation, Sunset Wood (8 a.) was planted north-west of 

Dummer Down Lane in the late 20th century by Geoffrey and Fiona Squire.94  
 

 
Figure 2 Cow shed/milking parlour at Dummer Grange Farm, 1950; a modern development. 
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The Hutton family of Mapledurwell made Dummer the base of their farming 

activities from 1948, first at Oakdown and then also Village farm.95 In 2019 Alan 

Hutton farmed a number of fields between the village and the A30, other land having 

been developed for housing.96 [Major] Archie Coats (d. 1989) bought Tower Hill 

farmhouse and surrounding land in 1953 becoming one of only a few professional 

pigeon shooters in the country and where he was known for his Ten Acre Shoots 

held twice a year until the 1980s. He was also a member of the Rabbit Clearance 

Society, pest control being one of his great preoccupations. His books, The Amateur 

Keeper, A Handbook for the Small Shoot (1962) and Pigeon Shooting (1963) remain 

standard texts.97  Also in 1953, the Ferguson family moved to Dummer Down farm 

and ran a large dairy farm until 1991 when they diversified, letting redundant farm 

buildings to small businesses, with a limited acreage of land farmed by a contractor.  

 

  
Figure 3 Manor farm buildings, 2019. They were converted to offices in 2003.98 

 

Farming in 2019 was largely arable, the main crops wheat and barley, with an 

exception at Kennel farm where an equestrian business was run on a small area of 

land adjacent to the farmhouse, the M3 motorway having decimated the holding. A 

number of farms in the area had come together in 2003 to form The Wheatsheaf 

Farming Company forming a single arable business aiming to increase the soil’s 

ability to look after itself and reduce the need for chemical and mechanical 

intervention. Dummer Down, Dummer Grange and Southwood farms were initial 

participants, with Folly farm in North Waltham. A practice of minimum tillage and 

                                                             
95
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break crops, such as beans, rape and linseed, was altered in 2015 to one of zero 

tillage and cover crops, a mixture of six to eight species including clover and vetches 

– the roots providing essential nutrients. 99 Dummer Grange, also farming Manor and 

Clump farmland and known as Grange Manor farms, and Folly farm remained part of 

the group in 2019.100 
 

Agricultural Workers 

The number of people engaged in agriculture varied from 78 in 1921 to just 39 in 

1941 before rising after the Second World War to reach 76 in 1981, almost the same 

level as 60 years earlier. Considering the introduction of machinery this was an 

unusually high figure at this date, probably explained by an increase in horticulture 

from 12 a. in 1971 to 87 a. in 1981.101 Market gardening was undertaken on land 

which later became used as Dummer Golf Club. Crops included 46 a. of Brussels 

sprouts and 10-15 a. of cabbage; workers packed sprouts on site which were 

supplied to a major supermarket.102 Pig and poultry farming were also labour 

intensive enterprises. By 2001 only 13 people were working on the land and this fell 

to nine people involved in agriculture in 2011.103 

 

Industry, Crafts, Commerce and Services 

The Cloth Industry 

 
By the early 16th century Basingstoke had a flourishing cloth industry which 

depended on wool from flocks of sheep pastured on the surrounding chalk 

downlands. Basingstoke merchants supplied the textile industry in England and 

Europe, selling wool and cloth often spun and woven in the nearby villages. Dummer 

formed part of this wider industrial hinterland. The earliest records are those of 

William Reading (d.1555) whose inventory included looms and weaving equipment 

and that of a weaver, Robert Weston, who died in the same year and whose 

inventory included a loom and three yards of kersey – a coarse, narrow cloth 

originally made in Kersey, Suffolk.104 Both families continued as spinners.105 Working 

on a larger scale, Nicholas Madgwick (d.1566) a clothier, employed spinners in 

nearby Northington as well as Dummer and left 70 tod of good fleece wool and cloth 

in his will.106 His son Nicholas (d. 1577) lived at Dummer but had a workshop in 

Overton – a local centre for the cloth trade to the west of Basingstoke - with three 

looms and a range of cloth including 19 white kerseys worth £50.107 Evidence of the 
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industry continued in the early 17th century with Ralph Curtis, a weaver (d. 1612), 

whose inventory which was valued at £55 included a loom and implements for 

weaving in his shop as well as 90 sheep.108 Other testators possessed quantities of 

wool but the last record is that of 1668 from when it would appear that the great cloth 

production years had passed.109 

 

Milling 

With no rivers in the parish, farmers relied on windmills for processing their grain. 

There were two windmills in Dummer, one featured in the 1743 enclosure awards110 

and in 1838 was described as a post mill with four common sails, situated on the 

highest point in the parish at Priest Down, Dummer Clump near the border with 

Farleigh parish.111 The date of its construction and demise are unknown. 

The other mill was a smock mill belonging to Little Manor farm occupied by the 

Smith family for several generations who described themselves as yeomen. It was 

built in 1811 by Mr Day of Westerham, Kent112 when James Smith senior assigned 

the lease of the farm to his son James and John Banister of Eversley, yeoman ‘with 

the addition of a windmill erected thereon’.113 As well as the Smith family, mortgage 

records from 1810-1827 variously show shared interest in the mill from John Kidgell 

of East Oakley, John Webb of Quidhampton and Nathaniel Loader of Basingstoke. 

The mortgage in 1810 for the farm was £500 but by 1827 had increased to £2,300 

indicating that the farm and mill was a successful business with shareholders 

prepared to risk investment.114 John Thorp, a farmer in Preston Candover, noted a 

payment to Mr Smith in 1818 for grinding two sacks of barley at a cost of 4s.,115 

suggesting that the mill served a wider area than just the village.  
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Map 5 Scullard’s map, 1743, showing Clump Mill. 

 

Revd Arthur Atherley Hammond of Southampton leased Little Manor farm for 14 

years to William Drinkwater, yeoman of Dummer in 1830 at a rent of £120 per 

annum.116 The milling equipment valued at £55 included two pairs of 4ft French 

stones for milling wheat and two worn out millstone grit stones for barley complete 

with flour and grist machines and bolting mill.117 The newspaper advertisement said 

that the village had the advantage of a mealman and that the next nearest mill was 

six miles away. The Basingstoke canal was within easy distance for conveyance of 

goods to London in 24 hours.118 The last miller in the Smith family, another James, 

died intestate in December 1831 leaving administration of his goods valued at 

£450.119
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Map 6. Greenwood’s map, 1826 showing Little Manor mill. 

 

There are no records of who took over the mill after James’ death. Disaster struck 

during the night of 31 May 1833 when a traveller on the turnpike road noticed the mill 

was on fire.120 Flour dust mixed with air is very flammable and mill fires were 

common. The newspaper reported that as the mill had not been worked for the 

previous three weeks it was assumed that it had been the victim of an arson attack 

following another in the village a few weeks previously.121 The mill was not rebuilt but 

millwrights William Hosier and William Flowers still lived in the village in 1839 and 

1841 respectively.122 The next nearest mills were in Basingstoke and Sherborne St 

John some four and five miles away and a considerable inconvenience for Dummer 

villagers.123 There was little evidence of either mill in the landscape in 2019 apart 

from a field named Millfield. 

 

Smiths and Other Crafts  

A blacksmith has worked in the village since 1638 when Richard Willmott’s anvil, 

vices, scales, hammers and other equipment were valued at £5 13s. 4d. in his 

inventory.124 He appointed Robert Warner (d. 1640) another blacksmith to be one of 

his overseers.125 No equipment was listed in Warner’s inventory suggesting that he 

may have worked with Willmott rather than running his own business. John Hare the 

elder, leased his smith’s shop called Monks in 1767,126 one occupant was John Hall, 

blacksmith (d. 1774).127 Richard Geary (d. 1761) was also a blacksmith.128 Monks 
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had ceased to be a smithy by 1812.129 In 1841 there were five blacksmiths, three 

founders and a founder apprentice.130 The Holland family became foremost in the 

trade. John Holland (d.1828)131 passed the business on to his grandson Henry 

Holland and when he died in 1846.132 His large foundry opposite the village school in 

Up Street133 was put up for sale having a 139ft. frontage to the street, yard with 

roomy workshops, 237ft. 6ins shed and paddock. The sales particulars stated that 

the business had been carried on for many years conducting an extensive trade and 

was gradually improving in a respectable neighbourhood.134 Censuses listed other 

blacksmiths, founders and moulders clustered around the property but James Allen 

(d. 1878) carried on the business for at least the next two decades employing five 

men including his step-sons James and William Holland as apprentices.135 His wife 

Hannah, described herself as a blacksmith in 1885, an unusual occupation for a 

woman.136 James Allen, whitesmith worked in Dummer between 1834 and 1841.137 
The trade in the village was sufficient to still support four blacksmiths in 1901 as 

well as George Page iron founder.138 The smithy continued under successive owners 

and was still operating in 1939 when Reginald Page was a master blacksmith.139 

James Wilmot ran a separate smithy at Tower Hill in 1881 to at least 1911.140 With 

the decline in horsepower required on farms presumably the business soon closed 

after the Second World War. Another essential trade for agriculture was the 

wheelwright; the earliest recorded was Richard Bignell in 1803.141 Three were 

mentioned from 1822-1830 with the Bignell family running a shop and sawhouse 

through two generations.142 Two apprentices were taken on by two wheelwrights in 

the 1841 census but only one entry appeared in 1851, 1861 and two in 1901.143  

Occupations in the timber trade were well represented from 1815-1939 with 

carpenters, sawyers, cabinet makers and joiners. Some carpenters worked 

independently while others were employed on the large estates.144 Hurdle makers 

and a sheep cage maker were employed in the mid-19th century when sheep 

farming was dominant.
145

 Hurdles and windbreaks were still being made in the 1930s 

as well as rods which were shipped to Staffordshire for the manufacture of crates for 
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packing pottery.146 As the village grew, building trades such as bricklayers, plumbers 

and plasterers developed alongside the carpenters, peaking in numbers in 1881. 

Considering the number of 18th and 19th century thatched houses in the village 

there were very few thatchers listed with just one in 1851 and two in 1911.147  

The Billimore family ran a thriving boot and shoemaking business from 1825, 

employing one, two or three men up until 1871; two women worked as shoe binders 

in 1851. Thomas Billimore was still working aged 81, but the trade seems to have 

ceased after his death in 1876 and that of George Willis who died in 1885 aged 

84.148 Modern crafts housed in the converted farm buildings of Dummer Down farm 

included a cricket bat maker and cabinet maker. 

 

Malting and Brewing  

Malting and brewing were frequently undertaken in medieval households, beer was 

an important part of a families’ consumption. Evidence from 16th century probate 

material indicates that a domestic-scale production existed in Dummer with 

references to a malt house, malt mill and quantities of 9-12 bushels of malt.149 This 

was mirrored in 1803 when sales particulars of Stephen Dicker’s farm included a 30 

gallon copper and brewing equipment – significant, but hardly commercial.150 No 

other records refer to malting and brewing in the parish until the Breach Farm 

Brewing Company set up a micro-brewery in a converted barn at the Dummer Down 

farm complex in 2019.151  

  

Commerce and Services   

From the mid-18th century to the early 21st century Dummer was served with basic 

essentials. It even had an estate laundry at Tower Hill farmhouse in the late 

19th/early 20th century.152 James Kinchin (d. 1748) was described as a grocer in his 

will,153 and James Stevens was the earliest shopkeeper mentioned in 1830.154 John 

Budd may have taken over this business in 1837 and by 1841 was assisted by his 

son, a butcher.155 The Englefield family ran a grocery shop alongside the beer off-

licence at Tower Hill from at least 1867 to 1907.156 A baker served the village from 

1844 to 1907 when in the later years it was on the same premises as a grocer’s shop 
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and post office which opened in 1854 in Up Street.157 James Allen (d. 1881) acted as 

post master as well as running his blacksmith, wheelwright and foundry business on 

the same site.158 This cluster of services provided a small focal centre for the village. 

The grocery shop appears to have moved after Allen’s death to Little Manor 

farmhouse in Down Street159 where farmer Rowland Davis Drinkwater took on the 

role of post master, grocer, baker and coal dealer.160 At some time the shop and post 

office moved across the road to the corner of Post Office Lane and was run by Arthur 

Porter but eventually closed in 2006161 leaving the village with no local shops, 

Basingstoke being the nearest retail centre. In the 1950s Major Archie Coates 

supplied wild strawberries and employed local women to dress game birds from his 

shoots purchased by an exclusive London retailer.162 

The tithingmen’s returns of the early 17th century stated that there were no 

persons selling beer in the parish,163 but by 1839-41 James and John Stevens and 

John Barber were recorded as beer sellers.164 William Tubb (d. 1858) owned and ran 

a beer house in a thatched cottage in Down Street where customers could drink on 

the premises.165 Tubb’s widow Mary (d. 1880) and daughter Charity continued the 

business and the cottage was altered and extended and bought by May & Co Ltd., 

brewers of Basingstoke in 1893 and named the Queen Inn.166  
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Figure 4 The Queen Inn, Down Street, 2019 
 

George Page took over the licence in November 1899 but four months later he 

was fined £1 with £1 16s. 8d. costs for allowing drunkenness at the premises and his 

licence was revoked. Retired army pensioner Benjamin Bird Crofts took on the 

business in May of the following year.167 Frank Bone was registered as the landlord 

in 1939.168 The Stonegate Pub Company owned the Queen Inn in 2019 which was 

run by tenants.169 

The Englefield family ran the Tower Hill off licence and grocer’s shop for over forty 

years where customers could purchase a bottle or jug of beer to drink off the 

premises. On Henry Englefield’s decease (1885) his son William took over the 

business which was purchased by May & Co. a year later but the Englefield family 

retained the licence until at least 1907. They appear to have given it up when William 

retired.170 The house was sold in 1950 but still retained the name of the Old Brewery 

in 2019.171  

 

Commercial developments 

Redundant agricultural buildings were converted from agricultural use to 

office/commercial use on a number of farms. At Kennel farm they were converted to 

residential properties. Diversification at Dummer Down farm led to the unwanted 
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barn complex being occupied by a wide range of small businesses.172 The fields 

around the farm were available to rent for camping, music festivals and as a wedding 

venue. This site continued to develop in the 21st century with new industrial units 

being built for small enterprise businesses. Similarly, the former stables at Manor 

farm provided small office facilities. The coach house and clock house in Kempshott 

Park were converted to offices and a telecomm provider employing 200 staff was 

based on the site of the former piggery at Glebe farm which was abandoned when 

the M3 motorway was constructed. Employees for these businesses came from 

outside the village.173 The village also featured self-employed home-based 

businesses. 

When Basingstoke golf course opened in 1926 it offered new employment for 

some professionals and groundsmen from the village174 and a number of jobs arose 

when Dummer golf course opened in 1992 but few villagers were employed there in 

2019. In 1952 Kempshott House was registered as a hotel, country club and 

restaurant but this business seems to have failed as it was wound up in 1958 and 

the house subsequently demolished.175 In 2019 Tower Hill farmhouse offered bed 

and breakfast facilities. The former Methodist chapel in Down Street was an art 

gallery in the 1980s but was later converted to a home and office.176 A specialist 

plant nursery operated at the former site of Oakdown farm in Trenchards Lane 

opposite Ganderdown cottages.  

 

 
Figure 5 Former coach house, Kempshott Park, converted to offices, photographed in 2019. 
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In 1907 Charles Barnes described himself as a cycle agent but may have had his 

business outside the parish.177 A map dated 1948 depicted a petrol filling station 

adjacent to the general store and post office in Down Street,178 run by Arthur Porter 

until the mid 1970s. Harold Hounsome purchased a property in 1926 at the top of 

Kempshott Hill in the north of the parish on the A30 which became a very successful 

petrol station and was bought in 1954 by Esso Petroleum. Adjacent to this was the 

Blue Hut roadside all-night café popular with bikers run by Wilfred Appleton of 

Kennel farm.179 This started as a tarpaulin stretched between trees but upgraded to 

an ex-army hut, painted blue.180 Both the Hut and Kennel farm were sold in 1964. 

The café was demolished in 1985 as part of the Beggarwood Estate development 

where its memory is recorded in a road named ‘Blue Hut Way’. Close to this site a 

motorcycle clothing, sales and repair service was established in 1975 and still 

operated in 2019.181 Highways England had a depot adjacent to the motorway 

junction housing offices, salt storage barns and equipment stores. 
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