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From the Middle Ages Ipsden’s economy was predominantly agricultural, combining sheep-

and-corn husbandry with cattle rearing and dairying. Woodlands were exploited for timber, 

coppice-wood, and grazing, and from the 18th century Stoke Row became a local centre for 

brickmaking and woodland crafts, accentuating differences between upland and lowland and 

prompting the opening of several shops and pubs, of which some continued in 2019. 

 

The Agricultural Landscape 

 

Ipsden’s medieval open fields (partly shared with North Stoke) extended from the Thames to 

the Chiltern scarp and possibly beyond, and in an embryonic form apparently pre-dated 

establishment of the later parish boundaries.1 Ipsden field, mentioned in the 13th century, 

occupied the narrow strip of land between North Stoke and Checkendon, abutting Icknield 

Way,2 while an East field and a field ‘beneath the town of Ipsden’ were mentioned in 1442.3 

Some fields were perhaps extended eastwards through piecemeal woodland clearance: 

open-field land in the 1670s included Rowstock and White fields, carved possibly from 

surrounding woodland west of Homer,4 while Breach (i.e. newly broken) ground at Stoke 

Row was taken probably from the adjoining Breach wood, and may have once formed part of 

an irregular upland field system.5 Enclosure of Goring priory’s Uxmore estate was under way 

by the early 16th century,6 and by the mid 19th only 521 a. of open-field ground remained, 

most of it in the west in Church and Wix fields (still shared with North Stoke), and the rest in 

scattered outliers south and east of Warren Hill. All were enclosed by Act of Parliament in 

1856.7 

 Ipsden’s commons then covered 230 a., including Hailey Green (4 a.), Berins Hill (39 

a.), Ipsden Heath (75 a.), Scot’s Common (29 a.), and Stoke Row Common (60 a.).8 Those 

                                            
1
 Above, landscape etc. (boundaries). 

2
 e.g. Boarstall Cart. p. 34; Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. a 13, no. 235; OHC, E149/2/D/1. 

3
 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. a 13, no. 246; cf. below (medieval). 

4
 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 3710; OHC, tithe award and map. 

5
 OHC, tithe award and map; PN Oxon. I, 57; below (medieval). 

6
 Below (1500--1800). 

7
 OHC, QSD/A/bk 43 (enclo. award and map); below, N. Stoke, econ. hist. (since 1800). 

8
 OHC, tithe award and map. 
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in Stoke Row liberty were enclosed under an award of 1863 and were allotted or sold to 

around 30 separate landowners,9 but Ipsden Heath (attached to English manor in Newnham 

Murren) remained unenclosed, forming the parish’s largest surviving area of common in 

2019.10 As elsewhere grazing in fields and commons was regulated by the manor court,11 

but disputes arose intermittently, one in the 1230s (between the lords of Ipsden Basset and 

Ipsden Huntercombe) demonstrating how some formerly shared commons were 

subsequently partitioned and enclosed.12 In the 17th century some tenant holdings lacked 

any common rights, although most were let with specified stints.13 Widespread grazing of 

cattle and gathering of brushwood was still allowed at Stoke Row in the 20th century, though 

the village failed to secure registration of several former areas of common under the 1965 

Commons Registration Act, including Berins Hill and Scot’s Common.14 

 

 

 

 

 

The largest common meadows lay near the Thames, some of them shared with 

Checkendon until 13th-century disputes led to their more careful demarcation. In the 1220s 

the lords of Ipsden Basset and Stoke Marmion agreed to exclude their tenants’ animals from 

each other’s meadows, while allowing access for their own demesne cattle, but a few years 

later the Marmions surrendered their intercommoning rights, and the meadows were jointly 

                                            
9
 Ibid. QSD/A/bk 53. 

10
 Ibid. P402/2/M/1; above, landscape etc. (landscape). 

11
 Bodl. MSS Rolls Oxon. 31--55; below (1500--1800). 

12
 Cur. Reg. XV, pp. 304--5. 

13
 Boarstall Cart. p. 34; Bodl. MSS Rolls Oxon. 40, 46. 

14
 www.acraew.org.uk, no. 274178, doc. dated 21 Nov. 1974 (accessed Jan. 2019). 

Ipsden Farm’s square granary on staddle stones attests to the continuing 
importance of arable farming. 
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enclosed by the lords of the two main Ipsden manors.15 A detached 15-a. meadow remained 

attached to Ipsden until transferred to Checkendon in 1883.16 The meadows’ scarcity 

attracted high prices, with some on Ipsden Huntercombe manor valued at 5s. an acre in 

1328 compared with 6d. for arable and pasture.17 In the 17th century they were cut annually, 

with cattle admitted according to custom,18 but by the 19th century (when they covered 22 a. 

by the river) they were fully enclosed. Parcels of private meadow at Stoke Row, fed by 

ponds, totalled 24 acres.19  

In all around three quarters of the parish was enclosed before the 19th-century 

awards, particularly on the Reades’ Ipsden manor and the Lydalls’ Uxmore estate.20 As early 

as 1379 Ipsden Huntercombe manor included 60 a. of demesne arable lying partly in 

closes,21 and by the 16th and 17th centuries many tenants held a mix of enclosed and open-

field land.22 Loss of common rights presumably created tensions, one husbandman in 1556 

allegedly breaking into another’s close and grazing his cattle there.23 A small undocumented 

park may have been established by the Arundells at Hailey, where 15 a. of open-field ground 

called ‘The Park’ was later held under St John’s College, Oxford.24 The nearby field names 

‘Warren Hill’ and ‘Long Warren’ probably recall a rabbit warren on the Blackalls’ Well Place 

estate.25 

 

Woodland   Both North Stoke manor and the two Ipsden manors included woodland in 

1086,26 all or most of it probably within the later Ipsden parish. Some of that bordering 

Checkendon and Rotherfield Peppard may have once been shared, but like other resources 

became more closely demarcated by the 13th century, when some common woods within 

the parish were partitioned between the Basset and Huntercombe manors.27 Demesne 

woods provided timber, coppice-wood, and fuel: 13th-century labour services included 

carting the lord’s wood at Christmas, and 50 a. of brushwood at Ipsden Huntercombe was 

valued in 1328 at 8d. an acre.28 The Bassets excluded a 60-a. wood from a lease of their 

                                            
15

 Boarstall Cart. pp. 18--19; above, Checkendon, econ. hist. (agric. landscape). 
16

 OHC, tithe award and map; above, landscape etc. (boundaries). 
17

 TNA, C 131/3/28. 
18

 Bodl. MS Rolls Oxon. 40. 
19

 OHC, tithe award and map. 
20

 Ibid. 
21

 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. a 13, no. 244. 
22

 Ibid. MSS Rolls Oxon. 33--4; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 141/1/26; SJCO, MUN.XXV.9. 
23

 TNA, CP 40/1168, m. 1252. 
24

 Bodl. MS Top. Oxon. c 39, f. 258v.; OHC, tithe award and map; SJCO, MUN.XXV.14. 
25

 TNA, PROB 11/726/232. Held probably by Thos Adams (d. 1647) gent.: ibid. PROB 11/201/408. 
26

 VCH Oxon. I, 418, 421--2. 
27

 H.E. Salter (ed.), Thame Cartulary, II (ORS 26, 1948), pp. 124--6; Cur. Reg. XV, pp. 304--6. 
28

 Rot. Hund. II, 779--81; TNA, C 131/3/28. 
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manor in the 1370s, allowing the lessee (Walter Garston) to take wood for repairs.29 Wood to 

maintain ploughs and carts and for fuel was mentioned in a later manorial lease,30 and by 

the 16th century some ordinary tenants, too, had limited rights to fuel or wood, while some 

others held small pieces of woodland.31 

From the 16th century the parish’s woods belonged mostly to the Reades of Ipsden 

manor and the Lydalls of Uxmore. In 1590 John Lydall refused to pay tithe on wood felled on 

his estate,32 and in the early 1700s two Ipsden men who had agreed to buy several hundred 

pounds-worth of timber from Philip Reade (d. 1705) allegedly swindled him by getting him 

drunk in a local pub.33 In the mid 19th century around a fifth of the parish was wooded, most 

of it lying on the higher ground and comprising chiefly beech, with smaller quantities of oak, 

ash, and larch.34 Wood sales continued35 alongside maintenance of woodland for sport, 

while emergent woodland crafts including chair-making.36 

 

Medieval Tenant and Demesne Farming 

 

In 1086 both Ipsden manors contained land for 4 ploughteams, woodland 1½ furlongs by 1 

furlong, and 7 a. of meadow, their symmetry reinforcing the likelihood that they represented 

a single, recently divided estate. Both (as in 1066) yielded 50s. including rents, both had 

demesne farms stocked with a single ploughteam (that at Bispesdone covering a hide), and 

both had 3 tenant ploughteams, although Bispesdone had 7 villani and 3 bordars compared 

with Ipsden’s 6 and 5.37 

By the 13th century the cultivated area had been extended by newly-broken land 

held by both free and customary tenants, the latter mostly half-yardlanders.38 Recorded 

tenant labour services39 imply that the demesnes focused on grain production for market, 

and in the 1270s both the Basset demesne (in hand) and the Huntercombe demesne (let to 

Walter de Huntercombe’s brother-in-law Richard Newbaud) comprised a carucate of arable 

(c.120 a.), with smaller amounts of meadow, wood, and permanent pasture.40 By 1325 the 

                                            
29

 Cal. Inq. p.m. XV, pp. 368--9. 
30

 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. a 14, no. 262. 
31

 Ibid. MS Rolls Oxon. 40 (dated 1657); below (1500--1800). 
32

 Oxf. Ch. Ct Deposns 1589--93, p. 26; cf. OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 41/2/37. 
33

 OHC, CJ V/8. 
34

 Ibid. tithe award and map; Sale Cats, Homer Estate (1898 and 1900); Sale Cat., Basset and Ipsden 
Woods (1910): copies in Bodl. GA Oxon. b 91. 
35

 e.g. Oxf. Jnl, 2 Mar. 1844 (beech poles and ash). 
36

 OHC, Will. I/iii/1; ibid. RDC8/3/F7/5; below (trades). 
37

 VCH Oxon. I, 421--2; above, landownership. 
38

 Cur. Reg. XV, pp. 304--6 (assarting in common woodland); Rot. Hund. II, 780; above, landscape 
etc. (medieval settlement). 
39

 Below, social hist. (Middle Ages). 
40

 Rot. Hund. II, 781--2. 
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Huntercombe demesne included 200 a. of arable worth 5d. an acre (roughly average for the 

county), crops sown three years later including wheat, maslin, barley, and dredge and oats. 

Around 95 a. was sown in all, implying two open fields ploughed and fallowed alternately and 

producing winter- and spring-sown grains,41 while in 1296 mention of a ‘hitching’ suggests 

that part of the fallow field had been sown temporarily.42 Differences between lowland and 

upland are not obviously identifiable: labour services on Laurence Basset’s 4-yardland 

holding in the 1270s (probably at Stoke Row) imply similar arable-based mixed farming, 

while a report on the enclosure of 60 a. of arable on Goring priory’s Uxmore estate in 1511 

suggests that it was formerly held as two yardlands of 30 a. each.43 

Following the Black Death the parish probably shared in the widespread decline of 

arable farming as grain profits fell, though when North Stoke’s vicarage was ordained in 

1396 the chapel’s grain tithes were valued at £13 6s. 8d. a year compared with wool tithes of 

only £2 2s. 6d. and lamb tithes of 16s.44 No sheep were mentioned on the Huntercombe 

demesne in 1328 (when six pigs worth 12d. were the only livestock listed), although sheep 

farming probably increased in significance during the 14th and 15th centuries, and was well 

established by the 16th.45 

 

Farms and Farming 1500--1800 

 

By the 16th century medieval villein tenure and labour services had been replaced by 

copyholds granted for lives for cash rents only. Size of holdings varied considerably: at 

Hailey in 1538 John Brown and his son Roger paid a £7 entry fine for a copyhold comprising 

120 a. of arable, 3 a. of meadow, 15 a. of coppice-wood, and 1½ a. of oaks, though some 

copyholds still comprised only 30-a. yardlands with hedgerow trees and meadow, and others 

less.46 Some larger holdings had resulted from accumulation of formerly separate yardlands, 

which at Uxmore (where the land was also enclosed) led to abandonment of a redundant 

house. Decay of unused buildings elsewhere in the parish (including at Homer) prompted 

fines in the manor court.47 Sheep numbers probably increased, reflecting a general trend, 

and complaints were made of over-grazing. In 1581 John Lydall of Uxmore and his mother 

Christian exceeded their allowance of 30 sheep on Ipsden Heath more than six-fold,48 while 

                                            
41

 TNA, C 131/2/36; C 131/3/28. 
42

 Boarstall Cart. p. 37. 
43

 Rot. Hund. II, 781; I.S. Leadam (ed.), Domesday of Inclosures 1517--18 (1897), I, 379--80. 
44

 Lincs. Arch. REG/12, f. 442v. 
45

 TNA, C 131/3/28; below (1500--1800). 
46

 SJCO, MUN.XXV.5--6. 
47

 Leadam (ed.), Inclosures, I, 379--80; Bodl. MSS Rolls Oxon. 33--5. 
48

 Bodl. MS Rolls Oxon. 33. 
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another farmer was accused of shearing sheep on a holiday (St Peter’s Day).49 Amongst 

ordinary copyholders one of the prolific Brown family left his daughter 30 sheep, 2 cows, and 

4 qrs of barley in 1549, while a poor inhabitant in 1588 left a horse and plough, 8 sheep, and 

small quantities of grain.50 

 Similar patterns continued through the 17th century and into the 18th, with increased 

cattle-rearing and dairying. Amongst the largest farmers Nicholas Frewin (d. 1639), an 

associate and possibly tenant of the Lydalls of Uxmore, left £485-worth of goods including 

crops worth £225 10s. (mostly barley, wheat, oats, maslin, peas, and vetches), sheep worth 

£100, and cattle worth £34, along with horses and pigs, ploughs and carts, cheese, bacon, 

hops, and hemp.51 John Crutchfield (d. 1666), a newcomer from South Stoke, was broadly 

comparable,52 alongside more middling tenants such as Richard May (d. 1634), Richard 

Brown (d. 1649), and Clement Cox (d. 1667).53 Smallholders may have included the Stoke 

Row labourer Ralph Mattingley (d. 1668) and his neighbour Thomas Frewin (d. 1680), the 

former leaving a pig and poultry and small quantities of grain and hay, and the latter keeping 

a cow and making cheese.54 Some inhabitants were apparently landless, however. David 

Sparks (d. 1724), one of a Crowmarsh Gifford family, reportedly built a cottage without the 

required 4 a. of land in 1690, presumably on one of Ipsden’s commons,55 while other people 

were employed as wage labourers56 or live-in servants.57 

 As earlier, individual farms combined open-field and enclosed land. In 1755 

Quatremain farm at Berins Hill (owned with Well Place and let to tenants)58 included 102 a. 

spread across five open fields and 28 a. in six closes,59 while in 1688 Matthew Allnatt’s 75-a. 

farm at Hailey was more evenly divided, one of his closes accommodating a new wheat 

barn.60 Surviving 17th- or 18th-century barns at Grove Barn, Ipsden Farm, Poors Farm, 

Uxmore Farm, and Well Place attest to the continuing importance of arable farming,61 

reflected also in the Reades’ alleged breaking up some commons in the 1760s to extend the 

arable acreage.62 Farms were still generally leased rather than owner-occupied (with only 

                                            
49

 E.R. Brinkworth (ed.), The Archdeacon’s Court: Liber Actorum, 1584, I (ORS 23, 1942), 43, 51. 
50

 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 179, f. 318; 25/1/28. 
51

 Ibid. 127/1/18. 
52

 Ibid. 120/2/36; VCH Oxon. VII, 101. 
53

 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 141/1/25; 6/1/5; 13/5/7. 
54

 Ibid. 45/2/17; 127/3/5. 
55

 Ibid. Cal. QS, IX, 389; ibid. par. reg. transcript. 
56

 Ibid. MS Wills Oxon. 161/1/8. 
57

 e.g. ibid. 41/2/6; 120/2/36; 172/5/28. 
58

 TNA, PROB 11/726/232. For the Quatremains (originally from Chalgrove), OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 
13/5/7; 146/4/20; ibid. par. reg. transcript; VCH Oxon. XVIII, 134, 142--3. 
59

 OHC, SL146/1/D/2. 
60

 TNA, PROB 11/393/355; OHC, P7/6/D1/1. 
61

 Above, landscape etc. (built character); cf. OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 163/3/16 (£76-worth of wheat and 
barley in barns). 
62

 SJCC, D54.40, p. 10. 
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woodland kept regularly in hand), and by the 1780s several farmers held land from more 

than one owner. One was William Hewett (d. 1796), who paid three fifths of Ipsden’s total 

land tax and a further 11s. at Stoke Row, while William Rhodes (d. 1837) leased Homer farm 

from the Reades and Uxmore farm from the Lydalls, and John Allnatt (d. 1804) occupied 

land under five separate owners.63 Smaller farms nevertheless continued, James Button 

receiving a 21-year lease in 1784 of a 40-a. arable and pasture farm for £26 a year, with 

associated common rights and 13 a. of underwood.64 

 

   

 

 

 

Farms and Farming Since 1800 

 

By the 1840s the largest farms were Ipsden (673 a.), Well Place (317 a.), Uxmore (209 a.), 

and Homer (152 a.), Ipsden and Homer still leased from the Reades, and the rest from the 

Lydalls. Other Reade-owned farms were Poors (99 a.), Dogmore End (78 a), and Scot’s (51 

a. kept in hand), while Berins Hill (118 a.), Stone (112 a.), and Hailey (67 a.) farms were 

leased from other landowners.65 Eleven farmers were listed in 1851, employing between 

them more than 90 agricultural labourers, and in all 92 inhabitants at Ipsden and 50 at Stoke 

Row depended directly on farm work, the difference reflecting the uplands’ then more 

diverse economy.66 Agricultural depression and mechanization (including steam engines) 

subsequently reduced agricultural employment, with only around 80 inhabitants relying 

                                            
63

 OHC, QSD/L/167--8. 
64

 Oxf. Jnl Syn. 1 July 1786. 
65

 OHC, tithe award and map. 
66

 TNA, HO 107/1725; below (trades); cf. Oxon. Atlas, pp. 116--17. Not all the parish’s farm labour 
was noted in 1851. 

Surviving barns at Uxmore (left) and Grove Barn (right), the latter 
recently converted into a residence. 
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chiefly on farm work by 1901.67 Even so in the early 20th century farming remained the 

parish’s dominant activity.68 

 Arable farming was ascendant in the 1840s--50s when the parish’s remaining open 

fields were enclosed,69 and in 1870 over three quarters of the cultivable land remained under 

crops or temporarily fallow. Livestock numbered 51 cattle and 1,933 sheep, wheat, barley, 

and oats accounting for three fifths of the crops sown, and fodder crops two fifths.70 As 

elsewhere, dairying expanded from the 1880s as profits from grain farming fell: by 1900 

(when there were 36 farmers or smallholders) just over half the land was arable, while cattle 

numbers had risen to 165 alongside 1,278 sheep.71 At Stoke Row market gardening also 

developed, around half the parish’s 33 a. of orchards growing cherries by 1910, and the rest 

apples and other fruit.72 Dairying remained prominent c.1940, especially at Stoke Row, 

where most farms remained under grass until wartime demand prompted a return to 

cropping. Arable acreages further west were higher, though inspectors acknowledged the 

difficulty of working hillside farms such as Garsons and Homer (110 a. each), and at Hailey 

farm (140 a.) the owner-occupier was said to be ‘dilatory’.73 

 A slightly greater pastoral bias persisted on the uplands in 1960, when Stoke Row 

farms were three fifths grass compared with a third around Ipsden. The chief crops were 

wheat and barley. Sheep, previously kept for folding on the arable, had all but vanished from 

the parish by the 1930s and returned only slowly at Ipsden and not at all at Stoke Row, 

although both places retained significant numbers of cattle, pigs, and poultry. Cereal farming 

and dairying continued at Ipsden in the 1980s, while at Stoke Row dairying was combined 

with cattle rearing and fattening.74 By 2017 Poors farm formed part of a massive 566-ha. 

(1,399-a.) enterprise belonging to Woodhouse Farm Partners, and required a new grain 

storage facility,75 although smaller holdings continued: Homer farm (160 a. in 2016) kept 

beef cattle and sheep, while the 17-a. Paddock farm near Uxmore bred alpacas for sale, fed 

on locally produced hay.76 Further diversification included a children’s zoo opened at Well 

Place farm in the 1960s, but closed in 2006.77 

 

 

                                            
67

 TNA, RG 13/1370. 
68

 For early 20th-cent. farming, Baker, Ipsden, 130--4; Small, Ipsden, 8--14. 
69

 OHC, tithe and enclo. awards. 
70

 TNA, MAF 68/255. 
71

 Ibid. MAF 68/711; MAF 68/1281; MAF 68/1851; Hepple and Doggett, Chilterns, 208--9. 
72

 TNA, MAF 68/2421; Spencer-Harper, Wells, 209--10. 
73

 TNA, MAF 32/914/132. 
74

 Ibid. MAF 68/3525; MAF 68/4693; MAF 68/5189; MAF 68/6123. 
75

 SODC online planning docs, P17/S4444/AG. 
76

 Ibid. P16/S0079/AG; P13/S1065/AG. 
77

 Didcot Herald, 12 July 1979: cutting in OHC; SODC online planning docs, P08/E0876. 
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Trades, Crafts, Industry, and Retailing 

 

Medieval occupational surnames included baker, carpenter, smith, and wheelwright,78 and 

from the 13th century pedlars may have followed the Thames-side ‘chapman’s path’.79 A 

fishery belonged to Ipsden Huntercombe manor in the 1320s, and by the 15th century a few 

inhabitants brewed ale.80 A blacksmith’s forge was occupied by Thomas Davy in the 1480s, 

and in the 17th century by the Bartholomews;81 by then several blacksmiths may have 

operated simultaneously,82 and four smithies are known in the 19th century, at Ipsden 

‘village’, near the church, and at Stoke Row.83 

 From the 17th and 18th centuries carpenters, cordwainers, tailors, weavers, and 

wheelwrights were recorded regularly,84 and by 1811 eleven families at Stoke Row and five 

at Ipsden were chiefly employed in trade, craft, or manufacture. The brick and pottery 

industry, various woodland crafts, and milling (all by then focused at Stoke Row) contributed 

to the uplands’ more diverse economy, and by the 1840s most of the parish’s craftsmen 

(including carpenters and shoemakers) were based there.85 A baker and grocer’s shop at 

Ipsden ‘village’ occupied the site of the later post office and general store,86 and similar 

shops were established at Stoke Row in the 1850s--60s, and at nearby Dogmore End the 

following decade.87 Stoke Row’s main village store by the 1880s was William Taylor’s 

grocer’s, baker’s, and draper’s shop on Main Street, known as the London House Stores. It 

served as the post office until the 1970s, only finally closing in 1979.88 

 A motor-car garage at Stoke Row opened in the 1920s, and in the 1940s its owner 

Roland Page opened a second village store on an adjoining plot.89 Around the same time a 

light industrial estate (later the Vanalloys business park) was established in former woodland 

south of Main Street, supporting 14 businesses in 2019, while a smaller light industrial estate 

further west opened in the 1970s.90 Stoke Row’s last blacksmith (George Seymour) retired 
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 Rot. Hund. II, 781--2; TNA, E 179/161/9; Boarstall Cart. pp. 23--4, 34. 
79

 Boarstall Cart. pp. 25, 29, 34; PN Oxon. I, 59. 
80

 TNA, C 131/3/28; ibid. SC 2/212/4; SC 2/212/7; SC 2/212/12. 
81

 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. a 14, no. 266; ibid. MS Rolls Oxon. 38; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 115/3/28. 
82

 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 41/2/6; 13/4/4; 52/3/28. 
83

 Ibid. tithe award and map; OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LII.4, LII.8, LIII.6 (1878--9 edn). 
84

 OHC, Ipsden wills, passim; ibid. Cal. QS, I, 353; TNA, PROB 11/280/557; PROB 11/1159/101. 
85

 Census, 1811; TNA, HO 107/882; below. 
86

 TNA, HO 107/882, s.v. John Wilder; OHC, tithe award and map; PO Dir. Oxon. (1847--77 edns). 
87

 TNA, HO 107/1725; Gardner’s Dir. Oxon. (1852); Dutton, Allen & Co. Dir. Oxon. (1863); Cassey’s 
Dir. Oxon. (1868); Harrod’s Dir. Oxon. (1876). 
88

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1887--1939 edns); SODC online planning docs, P80/S0302/CU; above, 
landscape etc. (communics). 
89

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1928--39 edns); Spencer-Harper, Wells, 239, 371; SODC online planning docs, 
P52/H0227. 
90

 Spencer-Harper, Wells, 212--13; SODC online planning docs, P50/H0266; P79/S0656 etc. 
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around the 1950s, and its bakery closed in 1969,91 leaving just the garage and a single store 

in 2019. Ipsden ‘village’ lost its forge and bakery earlier in the 20th century, though a post 

office and shop opened in 1947 continued.92 Surviving pubs included the King William IV at 

Hailey, the Black Horse at Scot’s Common, and the Cherry Tree at Stoke Row.93 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Brick- and Pottery-Making   William Swain (d. 1702), styled a bricklayer, probably made 

bricks at Stoke Row, where numerous clay pits were dug in the woods south of Main 

Street.94 Other local ‘bricklayers’ included Richard Frewin (d. 1724) and Henry Swain (d. 

1779), while Ann Smith (d. 1800) was a potter.95 A pot kiln on the Uxmore estate was 

mentioned in 1826, and during the 19th century the village became a centre for brick, tile, 

pipe, and pottery manufacture.96 By 1861 George Hope was both a brickmaker (employing 

six men) and a red-ware potter (employing eight men), and in the following decades he 

increased production still further, probably opening the new brick and tile works on a site 

adjoining the earlier kiln.97 In the early 20th century the works may have temporarily 

                                            
91

 Spencer-Harper, Wells, 208, 240--2; OHC, RDC8/5/R4/2; SODC online planning docs, P07/E0461; 
P13/S3232/FUL. 
92

 Baker, Ipsden, 6; above, landscape etc. (communics). 
93
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closed,98 but by the 1920s production had resumed under Henry Vanderstegen, and in the 

1930s was continued by the Stoke Row Brick & Tile Co., prompting complaints from local 

residents about pollution.99 The works closed in 1940,100 presumably through competition 

from larger-scale producers. 

 

Woodland Crafts and Trades   From the Middle Ages the parish’s woodlands were 

carefully managed to provide fuel and timber,101 although specialized woodland crafts 

probably only emerged in the 19th century. In the 1830s--50s Stoke Row supported several 

sawyers and woodmen,102 and by 1861 three men worked as chair turners, a successor in 

1881 (George Page) employing eight men.103 Like others in the area they presumably made 

chair legs and spars for the chair-making industry centred on High Wycombe (Bucks.), their 

trade (known as bodging) remaining significant at Stoke Row until the early 20th century, 

when machine-based mass production reduced the demand. Bodgers then turned to making 

tent pegs for the military, often buying a stand of timber at auction and working on-site in 

makeshift huts, until the craft ceased in the 1950s.104 From the 1920s Stoke Row also 

supported the Star Brush Co., which built a sawmill on the village’s western edge for the 

manufacture of brush backs, and felled considerable quantities of local timber.105 The 

sawmill closed in 1982, although the site remained in industrial use until 2014 when it was 

redeveloped for housing.106 A second sawmill occupied the site of the former Polish refugee 

camp at Covert Common from 1961.107 

 

Milling   Though no mill was mentioned in 1086, one on Ipsden Basset manor existed by the 

1230s, when Alan Basset was alleged to have damaged William de Huntercombe’s meadow 

by scouring the mill leat and pond. It was evidently already old, and as the manor included 

rights in the Thames and its islands presumably lay by the river.108 A former miller was 

mentioned in the late 13th century, but no later references have been found.109 A windmill 
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established at Stoke Row by the 1820s was occupied 20 years later by the miller and baker 

George Munday,110 but fell into disuse and in the late 19th century was dismantled and 

replaced by housing.111 
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