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Social Character and Communal Life 

 

The Middle Ages 

 

Ipsden’s medieval lords held estates elsewhere and were probably only intermittently 

resident, although manor houses were maintained in the 13th--14th centuries and possibly 

later.1 Alan Basset (fl. 1233--55) inherited lands in nearby Shiplake and in Cornwall, and 

through exchange acquired the Cornish manor of Tehidy, which became the family’s 

principal seat.2 Even so William Basset’s widow Alice (d. 1346) was assessed on £6-worth of 

goods at Ipsden in 1327,3 and in 1374 the manor (and presumably the house) was let to 

Walter Garston, one of an established Ipsden family from whom Garsons Farm is probably 

named.4 The Huntercombes were more frequently resident in the 14th--15th centuries, 

Nicholas de Huntercombe leading an attack on the family’s former manor at nearby Nuffield 

in 1375,5 and retaining premises at Ipsden for his retirement in 1378--9, when the rest 

(including new-built lodgings) was settled on his daughter Joan and son-in-law John 

Hannington.6 Hannington later served as a local tax collector, but the family was not 

prominent in local administration, and moved to Kent following the manor’s sale in 1491.7 

 Most tenants by the 1270s were unfree villeins, though with differences between the 

two Ipsden manors despite their earlier close similarities.8 Ipsden Basset’s 9 half-

yardlanders (living probably at subsistence) each owed 3s. 4d. rent, various dues in kind, 

and labour services including demesne work, carrying corn to market, carting wood, and 

roofing the lord’s buildings, while 12 cottars owed proportionate rents and services. Ipsden 

                                            
1
 Above, landownership (manor hos); for other estates, e.g. VCH Bucks. IV, 81; VCH Sussex, IV, 41--

2; VCH Oxon. XVIII, 348. 
2
 Oxon. Fines, pp. 236--7; above, landownership. For residence in Cornwall, e.g. Cal. Fine 1319--27, 

302; 1445--52, 145; ODNB, s.v. Jas Bassett. 
3
 TNA, E 179/161/9. 

4
 Cal. Inq. p.m. XV, pp. 368--9; PN Oxon. I, 57. For family, Boarstall Cart. pp. 22--32, 34--7. 

5
 G.O. Sayles (ed.), Select Cases in Court of King’s Bench, Vol. VI (Selden Soc. 82, 1965), 175--6; 

VCH Oxon. XVIII, 356--7. 
6
 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. a 13, nos. 243--4. 

7
 Cal. Fine 1391--9, 27; 1405--13, 93; Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. a 14, no. 269 (mentioning Thos 

Huntercombe of Frindsbury); above, landownership. 
8
 Above, econ. hist. (medieval). 

VCH Oxfordshire Texts in Progress 
 

IPSDEN 

 
Social History 



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Ipsden (Dec. 2019) • Social History • p. 2 

Huntercombe’s tenures were more varied, comprising two yardlands, six half-yardlands, five 

smallholdings, and four free tenures; there the half-yardlanders owed 5s. rent, labour and 

carting services, and dues including bread and ale at Christmas,9 the differences probably 

reflecting lord--tenant negotiations over a long period. For taxation purposes tenants of the 

two manors were assessed together, but none are known to have held land from both, and 

they attended different manor courts,10 while many other inhabitants still held their lands of 

North Stoke manor.11 In 1352 (after the Black Death) some of the Bassets’ bond tenants left 

lpsden to take up tenancies elsewhere, but were ordered to be returned following 

interventions by the under-age lord’s father-in-law Sir Roger de Cotesford.12 

 Such manorial distinctions apart, Ipsden’s dispersed settlement and contrasting 

landscapes probably created disparate communities, reflected by the 1430s in the 

appointment of separate tithingmen for Ipsden and Stoke Row.13 Opportunities for assarting 

and expansion may have fostered greater independence in the wooded uplands, although 

recorded 13th-century assarts were merely small additional parcels held by established 

manorial tenants, both free and customary.14 Ipsden chapel (which had baptismal and burial 

rights) presumably provided a unifying focus, although some outlying inhabitants may have 

routinely attended nearer churches at Checkendon (as later) or North Stoke.15 Limited in- 

and out-migration probably affected all settlements, Ipsden manor bynames in 1279 

including Hogshaw (‘Hoggessae’) and Ilmer, both from places in Buckinghamshire.16  

Occasional instances of violence included an alleged rape and beating in a wood c.1240, a 

spate of burglaries for which a man was hanged in 1285,17 and in the 1320s an attack on the 

abbot of Rewley’s Nettlebed property, involving several Ipsden men.18 

 

1500--1800 

 

A unified Ipsden manor was created c.1500, but its owners were initially non-resident, and 

separate estates and freeholds persisted, amongst them the Uxmore estate owned from the 

1540s to 1840s by the Lydalls, and parts of neigbouring estates such as English in 

Newnham Murren,19 whose owner Thomas English (assessed on goods worth £40) was 

                                            
9
 Rot. Hund. II, 781--2. 

10
 Ibid.; TNA, E 179/161/195; below, local govt. 

11
 Above, landownership; below, N. Stoke. 
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 Black Prince’s Reg. I, 118--19; IV, 61, 109. 

13
 TNA, SC 2/212/4; SC 2/212/7. 

14
 Rot. Hund. II, 780. 

15
 Below, relig. hist. 

16
 Rot. Hund. II, 781; neither name was recorded later. 

17
 TNA, JUST 1/700, m. 2; JUST 1/705, m. 5d. 
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 Cal. Pat. 1321--4, 253; VCH Oxon. XVIII, 292. 

19
 Above, landownership. 
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Ipsden’s wealthiest taxpayer in 1524 and was buried in Ipsden chapel the following year.20 

Other prominent taxpayers included the sheep and cattle farmer John Brewer (d. 1543), who 

had connections in several surrounding parishes, and whose widow Agnes (d. 1548) had at 

least two servants and left goods valued at £40. Inhabitants as a whole were assessed in 

1524 on goods or wages worth between 20s. (the minimum) and £18, suggesting a broad 

but fairly even spread of wealth amongst those above the tax threshold.21 The Lydalls 

quickly became established as Stoke Row’s wealthiest and most influential family, although 

they initially had a disruptive impact, disputing tithe payments and over-grazing the 

commons.22 

The parish’s long-term lords the Reades had interests in the manor through marriage 

by the mid 16th century, and reportedly built a new house there,23 though they seem not to 

have been continually resident until the 1660s.24 Sir Thomas Reade (d. 1650) was the 

parish’s wealthiest landowner by the 1620s, his assessed income two-and-a-half times that 

of John Lydall;25 he lived chiefly at Abingdon and Duns Tew, however, and seems to have 

had little local involvement, becoming a committed Royalist during the Civil War.26 His 

grandson Edward (d. 1716) settled permanently at Ipsden, where in 1662 he was assessed 

on ten hearths,27 and his successors remained bound up in local society, intermarrying with 

the Blackalls of Braziers Park, the Lydalls, and the families of local clergy, and from the 

1720s occupying and remodelling Ipsden House.28 Lordly authority was enforced through 

their steward at the manor court, which oversaw grazing, resolved occasional disturbances, 

and collected ancient customary dues such as heriot.29 

The parish as a whole continued to support a mixed community of better-off yeomen, 

middling husbandmen or smallholders, and landless poor.30 In the 1660s almost three fifths 

of households were assessed on only one or two hearths, and under two fifths on three or 

four,31 while estimated wealth at death between 1601 and 1691 ranged from £6 to £485, with 

a median of £79.32 The yeoman John Crutchfield (d. 1666), taxed on three hearths, had a 

                                            
20

 TNA, E 179/161/195; below, relig. hist. (relig. life). 
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 TNA, E 179/161/195; OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 178, ff. 174--175v.; 179, f. 284 and v. 
22

 TNA, E 179/162/346; E 179/164/474; Oxf. Ch. Ct Deposns 1589--93, p. 26; Bodl. MS Rolls Oxon. 
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 Above, landownership. 
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 TNA, PROB 11/38/63; VCH Berks. IV, 41, 418. 
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 TNA, E 179/163/445; E 179/164/474. 
26

 Ibid. PROB 11/215/324; VCH Oxon. XI, 212--13; C. Reade, A Record of the Redes of Barton Court, 
Berkshire (1899), 18--22; cf. I.G. Philip (ed.), Jnl of Sir Samuel Luke, II (ORS 31, 1951), 89. 
27

 OHC, par. reg. transcript; TNA, E 179/255/4, f. 215. For his bro. Sir Compton, VCH Oxon. XIX, 45, 
64. 
28

 Reade, Rec. of the Redes, 65, 70--1; above, landownership (manor hos). 
29

 Bodl. MSS Rolls Oxon. 35--55. 
30

 Above, econ. hist. 
31

 TNA, E 179/255/4, ff. 194, 215; above, landscape etc. (built character). 
32

 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon., Ipsden wills and inventories (43 inventories). 
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servant’s chamber, a range of furnishings and pewterware, and an additional ‘new house’ 

with its own hall, but though the volume and variety of domestic furniture, linen, brass, and 

pewter probably increased over the period, luxuries such as silverware and gold rings 

remained rare.33 Turnover of tenants was generally low, long-standing families including the 

Frewins, who may have been lessees of Uxmore House in the 1660s and remained at 

Ipsden in the 19th century.34 The Buckeridges, sometime lessees of the former 

Huntercombe manor house, were mentioned regularly until the 1660s, while the Marks 

family was similarly prolific from the 1680s.35 Travellers were mentioned occasionally,36 

some of them possibly settling illegally on common-side encroachments.37 

At least two pubs existed by the 18th century: the Plough and Key (perhaps a 

predecessor of the surviving King William IV at Hailey), and the Black Horse at Scot’s 

Common.38 A ‘wrestling plot’ next to Ipsden chapel was mentioned in 1548,39 and in the 

1720s one of the Frewins had a bowling green,40 while occasional disturbances included odd 

cases of theft or accidental death and, from the 1710s, periodic outbreaks of smallpox.41 

Politically the parish’s freeholders were divided, judging from voting in the controversial 

Oxfordshire election of 1754.42 

 

Since 1800 

 

The Reades remained locally important into the 20th century. In the early 19th John Reade 

(d. 1849), ‘a tory squire of the old school’,43 occupied Ipsden House with his wife Anna Maria 

(d. 1863) and their eleven children,44 of whom the eldest, John Thurlow Reade (1797--1827), 

joined the East India Company but died of dysentery shortly after becoming magistrate of 

Saharanpur. His brother Edward Anderdon Reade (1807--86), after his own return from India 

in 1860, erected a memorial to him at Layend Pond, where his mother reported seeing his 

ghost:45 the square stone monument, inscribed on one face, is capped by a steep pyramid 

                                            
33

 Ibid. 120/2/36 and passim. 
34

 Ibid. par. reg. transcript; others included the Bartholomews, Browns, and Coxes. 
35

 Ibid.; cf. Bodl. MSS Rolls Oxon. 31--55. 
36

 OHC, par. reg. transcript, burials s.a. 1683, 1701, 1745, 1748, 1750 etc. 
37

 Ibid. Cal. QS, IX, 389 (1690--1). 
38

 Ibid. QSD/V/1--4; ibid. Cal. QS, IX, 151. Cf. ibid. MSS Wills Oxon. 120/2/36; 83/2/35 (brewing); 
163/3/7 (victualler). 
39

 SJCC, D86.21 (on the vicar’s glebe). 
40

 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 24/1/39. 
41

 Oxf. Jnl Syn. 8 Apr. 1760, 30 Mar. 1778; OHC, par. reg. transcript. 
42

 Oxon. Poll, 1754, 99--100. 
43

 ODNB, s.v. Chas Reade; TNA, PROB 11/2103/219. 
44

 OHC, par. reg. transcript. 
45

 Baker, Ipsden, 123--4. 
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(since damaged), and rests on a stepped plinth.46 Shortly before his brother’s death Edward 

also constructed a druidical stone circle on glebe land south of Ipsden chapel, using local 

help to move 27 large stones lying in the vicinity.47 From 1860 he settled at Ipsden House 

and turned to more practical projects, notably provision of clean water for the parish,48 and a 

local history of the neighbourhood.49 His younger brother Charles (1814--84), a renowned 

novelist, paid visits to Ipsden in the 1840s, indulging in cricket, hunting, boating, and fishing, 

and gathering material for his novels. Of those A Woman-Hater (1877) contains a lightly 

fictionalized portrait of Stoke Row, replete with cherry orchards but lacking an adequate 

water supply.50 

 

   

 

 

 

Three fifths of those living west of Ipsden Heath were still native to the parish in 1851, most 

of them dependent on agriculture, and occupying cottages belonging to the Reade or 

Uxmore estates. In the uplands, by contrast, less than half the population was parish-born, 

and more than a third came from other places in Oxfordshire, attracted probably by more 

varied employment. Stoke Row was certainly more ‘open’ than other settlements in the 

parish, with its more fragmented landownership, long-standing religious Nonconformity, 

speculative house-building, and numerous pubs, including (by the 1840s) the Cherry Tree, 

                                            
46

 NHLE, no. 1088074; SMA 14 (1984), 39--40; Pevsner, Oxon. 664. 
47

 H.G.W. D’Almaine, ‘The Devil’s Ninepins’, Proc. Soc. Antiq. 2nd ser. 32 (1920), 111--12; SMA 14 
(1984), 42--3; Pevsner, Oxon. 664. 
48

 ODNB, s.v. Edw. Anderdon Reade; above, landscape etc. (landscape; built character). 
49

 Bodl. MSS Top. Oxon. c 39; d 342; d 343. 
50

 ODNB, s.v. Chas Reade; Baker, Ipsden, 86. 

Both E.A. Reade’s memorial to his brother John (d. 1827) (left) and his 
stone circle (right) now lie hidden in small thickets close to Ipsden ‘village’. 
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Horse and Jockey, and Oak, and (by the 1870s) the Hope.51 A police constable lived in the 

village by the 1870s,52 and a friendly society was mentioned in the 1890s,53 when under-

privileged children from London were boarded in a cottage there apparently as part of an 

Anglican philanthropic initiative, causing overcrowding.54 Stoke Row’s growing population no 

doubt increased its vibrancy, but Ipsden, too, developed community activities. Cricket was 

promoted by the Reades at Dogmore End in the 1850s55 and on a ground adjoining Ipsden 

House,56 both clubs flourishing thereafter,57 and in the early 20th century Stoke Row and 

Ipsden each acquired village halls, used by groups such as Ipsden’s Women’s Institute 

(established in 1917), and for various entertainments.58 

 

 

 

 

 

 Following Herbert Reade’s death in 1929 his widow moved to Scot’s Farm near 

Stoke Row, letting Ipsden House to the artist Wogan Philipps (d. 1993), later Baron Milford, 

and his wife the novelist Rosamond Lehmann (d. 1990), who entertained a wide circle of 

literary and artistic friends there.59 The Second World War brought the usual disruptions and 

                                            
51

 TNA, HO 107/1725; OHC, tithe award and map; Spencer-Harper, Wells, 154--64; above, landscape 
etc. (settlement; built character); econ. hist. (trades); below, relig. hist. 
52

 TNA, RG 10/1427; below, local govt. 
53

 Oxon. FS, p. 267; Henley Advertiser, 13 June 1896. 
54

 Berks. Chron. 5 Sept. 1891. 
55

 Oxf. Jnl, 15 Sept. 1855; Reading Mercury, 30 Apr. 1859. Wm Barrington Reade lived at Dogmore 
End in 1861 (TNA, RG 9/883, no. 22). 
56

 Reading Mercury, 28 July 1866; OHC, DV XII/32, no. 236. 
57

 www.ipsdencc.co.uk (club hist. compiled 2010; accessed May 2019); Stoke Row Dir. (1982 and 
1997 edns): copies at OHC. For tennis, Baker, Ipsden, 6. 
58

 Baker, Ipsden, 110--11, 114--15; Spencer-Harper, Wells, 221--2, 234--5; OHC, O3/2/126/A4/1 (for 
WI); Small, Ipsden, 27--9 (Ipsden hall’s later refurbishment). 
59

 ODNB, s.v. Wogan Philipps; Rosamond Lehmann; S. Hastings, Rosamond Lehmann (2002), 117--
22, 145--7, 182, 200--1, 208; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1931--9 edns). 

The Cherry Tree pub at Stoke Row. 
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an influx of children from the East End, accommodated at Ipsden House and Stoke Row,60 

while an American military camp was established in dense woodland at Covert Common, 

and was later used to house prisoners of war and Polish refugees.61 After the war renewed 

house-building at Stoke Row and Ipsden provided for both the existing population and for 

newcomers, who established a growing number of village clubs and societies.62 Stoke Row 

remained the larger and livelier place, and in 1952 was formally separated from Ipsden, with 

which (according to one parish councillor) it had little in common.63 The parishes’ social 

make-ups were broadly similar in 2011, however,64 and both attracted wealthy incomers, 

among them the artist Eric Kennington (d. 1960) at Homer,65 the Conservative MP Peter 

Remnant (d. 1968) at Ipsden House,66 the diplomat Sir Peter Hayman (d. 1992) at Uxmore 

House,67 and the actor Rowan Atkinson at Handsmooth.68 

 

   

 

 

 

Education 

 

Lent and summer catechizing (mentioned in the 1730s--50s) was revived by Peter 

Murthwaite (vicar 1767--1800), and though his Lent classes failed his June ones reportedly 

                                            
60

 Spencer-Harper, Wells, 267--73; Small, Ipsden, 31--2. For memorials, below, relig. hist. (relig. 
bldgs); 17 men were killed in the First World War and 4 in the Second. 
61

 Spencer-Harper, Wells, 279--81; Checkendon: A Short History (2011), 71--3; above, landscape etc. 
(settlement). 
62

 Spencer-Harper, Wells, 224--33; Stoke Row Dir. (1982 and 1997 edns); Small, Ipsden, 19--21, 27--
30; www.ipsdenvillage.co.uk (accessed May 2019). 
63

 Small, Ipsden, 19; http://stokerow.info (accessed May 2019); above, landscape etc. (boundaries; 
popn). 
64

 Census, 2011. 
65

 ODNB, s.v. Eric Kennington; OHC, RDC8/3/F7/6. 
66

 Reading Mercury, 27 June 1953; Baker, Ipsden, 6. 
67

 The Times, 18 Mar. 1981; Spencer-Harper, Wells, 291. 
68

 Above, landscape etc. (built character). 

Village halls at Ipsden (left) and Stoke Row (right). 
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drew children from ‘a great distance’, perhaps including Stoke Row.69 A Sunday school 

supported by John Reade opened at Newtown in 1802, and by 1808 taught 15 children to 

read the bible. By 1815 it was also a day school. A further 20 children attended a so-called 

‘Methodist’ school run probably by Independents at Stoke Row.70 Two day and two Sunday 

schools continued (though possibly not without interruption) in 1835, when Reade 

maintained the Anglican day and Sunday schools at Ipsden, and Stoke Row had a non-

denominational day school funded by subscription.71 The Ipsden schools met in a cottage at 

Newtown, which was probably extended for school use in 1846 (below). The Stoke Row 

Sunday (and perhaps day) school met presumably in the Independent chapel built in 1815, 

replacing an earlier licensed dwelling.72 

 

  

 

Ipsden Primary School (1846--1992)   A tiny schoolroom was probably added to the 

Newtown cottage leased by John Reade in 1846.73 In the late 1860s the school taught c.27 

children and received government grants,74 but though affiliated to the National Society it 

was privately run by the Reades until 1894, when it was vested in trustees.75 An infants’ 

room added in 1897 increased accommodation to 84, and average attendance rose from 51 

in 1900 to 67 two years later.76 Government inspectors in the early 20th century usually 

                                            
69

 Secker’s Visit. 87; OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 556, f. 55; d 559, f. 147; d 562, f. 165; d 565, f. 35. 
70

 OHC, MSS Oxf. Dioc. d 566, f. 190v.; d 707, f. 96; c 433, f. 123. 
71

 Educ. of Poor Digest, II, 726; Educ. Enq. Abstract (Parl. Papers 1835 (62), xlii), p. 748. 
72

 Below, relig. hist. (relig. life). 
73

 OHC, CC4/121; ibid. MS Oxf. Dioc. b 70, f. 556; ibid. tithe award and map; TNA, HO 107/1725, no. 
62; ibid. ED 21/14474; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LII.8 (1878 edn). 
74

 Rept of Educ. Cttee of Council (Parl. Papers 1868--9 [4139], xx), p. 589; TNA, RG 9/883, no. 37; 
RG 10/1427, no. 29. 
75

 Returns relating to Elem. Educ. (Parl. Papers 1871 (201), lv), pp. 318--19; CERC, NS/7/1/6900; 
Baker, Ipsden, 10. 
76

 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1899); OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LII.8 (1898 edn); Schs. in Receipt of Parl. Grants 
1899--1900 (Parl. Papers 1900 [Cd 332], lxiv), p. 200; Elem. Day Schs. Aided by Parl. Grants (Parl. 
Papers 1902 [Cd 1277], lxxix), p. 200. 

The former Ipsden 
primary school showing 
the 1962 flat-roofed 
extension (left), the 
c.1846 schoolroom 
(centre), and the 1802 
cottage (right). 
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judged the school satisfactory, in 1934 highlighting its ‘happy vigorous spirit’.77 It continued 

to serve pupils of all ages until Langtree (Woodcote) secondary school opened in 1957,78 

and in 1962 the building was more than doubled in size; with only 38 pupils in 1978 it was 

vulnerable to closure, however, and in 1992 it was replaced by a privately-run nursery for 

children under five, which continued in 2019.79  

 

Stoke Row Primary School (built 1853)   Following the opening of the Anglican church at 

Stoke Row in 1846, a Church of England school and teacher’s house were built opposite in 

1853, on a part of Stoke Row Common conveyed to trustees by St John’s College, Oxford.80 

The mistress (Sarah Needle) also ran the village post office, and like most of her successors 

did not remain for long.81 Nonetheless average attendance rose from 33 in the late 1860s to 

58 by 1880, and would have been higher but for persistent absenteeism caused by poverty, 

bad weather, and childrens’ employment.82 An infants’ room added in 1899 increased 

accommodation to 118; even so in 1904 (when attendance averaged 69) inspectors thought 

the school ‘inconveniently crowded’, and by 1913 numbers exceeded the recommended 

maximum.83 Despite the cramped conditions pupils’ attainments were ‘very creditable’, and 

further progress was made in the 1920s under the headmaster George Wilson. In 1932 the 

school was reorganized as a junior school, those over 11 moving to the new senior school at 

Rotherfield Peppard.84 London evacuees swelled numbers during the Second World War, 

and in the 1960s the school was twice extended, followed by further improvements in the 

early 21st century.85 In 2018 it taught 92 pupils aged 5--11.86 

 

Private Schools   Short-lived private schools may have existed at Stoke Row in the early 

1860s,87 and by 1866 Henry Morris of Oxford ran Dogmore End House (Basset Manor) as a 
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 OHC, CC4/121. 
78

 VCH Oxon. VII, 110. 
79

 SODC online planning docs, P56/H0327; P62/H0137; Small, Ipsden, 42, 49; OHC, PC146/A1/3, 
s.a. 1978; www.earlydays-nursery.co.uk (accessed Jan. 2019). 
80

 OHC, S256/1/D1/1; ibid. tithe award and map; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. LIII.6 (1879 edn); below, 
relig. hist. 
81

 PO Dir. Oxon. (1854); Spencer-Harper, Wells, 90--100, 115. 
82

 Rept of Educ. Cttee of Council (Parl. Papers 1868--9 [4139], xx), p. 589; Rep. of Educ. Cttee of 
Council (Parl. Papers 1880 [C 2562-I], xxii), p. 677; Spencer-Harper, Wells, 101--3, 106--8, drawing 
on sch. log books 1865--1921 (OHC, S256/1/A1/1--3). 
83

 OHC, CC4/122; Public Elem. Schs 1906 (Parl. Papers 1906 [Cd 3182], lxxxvi), p. 527; Spencer-
Harper, Wells, 87--9. 
84

 OHC, CC4/122; VCH Oxon. XVI, 327. 
85

 OHC, S256/1/C1/2; S256/1/Y2/1; Spencer-Harper, Wells, 273--4; SODC online planning docs, 
P60/H0217; P69/H0494; P04/E0384; P05/E1177/CC; Henley Standard, 3 Nov. 2014. 
86

 Ofsted rep. no. 123136 (accessed online). 
87

 TNA, HO 107/1725, nos. 14, 17; Dutton, Allen & Co. Dir. Oxon. (1863). 
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boarding school for ‘sons of gentlemen occupied in commercial and agricultural pursuits’.88 

Ten boys aged 8--15 (most of them from Oxfordshire) boarded there in 1871, and ten years 

later there were 21 boys and 8 girls aged 5--15, drawn mostly from London. The school was 

still flourishing in 1891, but by 1901 there were only 5 boys and 4 girls,89 and it closed 

following Morris’s death in 1906 and his widow’s the following year.90 

 A mixed preparatory school at Homer Farm opened by 1935, and was probably the 

‘tiny school’ where Rosamond Lehmann’s daughter boarded aged 6--7 in 1940--1.91 In 1945 

it was seeking larger premises with 15--20 bedrooms, and it presumably moved soon after.92 

 
Welfare 

 

A poor men’s box was mentioned in 1576,93 while late 16th- and 17th-century charitable 

bequests included 7 groats (28d.) left for 7 poor householders in 1588, and ½ qr of wheat 

(left by Roger Frewin of Stoke Row in 1591) to provide bread for poor people in Ipsden and 

Checkendon.94 An endowed charity was established by William Emery of Newnham Murren 

in 1691, comprising land at Crowmarsh Gifford whose rent was to be distributed among 

Ipsden’s poorest people at Whitsuntide. Ipsden’s vicar Richard Headlam added £100 in 

1730, the interest to provide coats for poor men, especially those with families who received 

no parish relief, and those ‘above hill’ (i.e. from Stoke Row) who ‘frequent their parish church 

when the weather and ways are good’.95 By 1759 part of Headlam’s endowment had been 

invested in a cottage and 7½ a. of land at Well Place worth £7 a year, the remaining £40 

being let out at interest.96 In the 1770s the combined endowments produced £14 a year, 

rising to £18 by 1781 when the rest of Headlam’s money was used to build two new cottages 

adjoining the first.97 

 Offertory money was also distributed to the poor,98 though by the late 18th century 

the main burden of poor relief fell on the parish ratepayers. Expenditure rose sharply from 

£139 in 1776 to almost £252 in 1783--5, climbing to £724 in 1803 when 60 adults and 47 
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 Reading Mercury, 29 Dec. 1866, 5 Jan. 1867; PO Dir. Oxon. (1869); above, landownership (manor 
hos). 
89
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children (over a fifth of the population) received permanent outdoor relief, and 19 people 

were relieved occasionally.99 Costs increased further to £978 in 1813, falling to £623 in 1815 

when c.12 per cent of the population received relief (52 permanently and 14 occasionally).100 

Post-war slump increased expenditure to £1,036 by 1817, but thereafter costs generally fell, 

averaging £662 in the 1820s, and totalling £596 in 1834.101 The following year Ipsden 

became part of Henley Poor Law Union, although relatively few inhabitants were admitted to 

the union workhouse.102 

 By 1820 Emery’s and Headlam’s charities were distributing around ten coats a year, 

enough for every poor person in the parish to receive one every six years.103 In the 1870s 

they still generated c.£14 a year, and in the 1920s the cottages and land were sold and the 

proceeds invested.104 An additional charity was endowed by William Dodd (d. 1875), who left 

£419 stock for an annual distribution of flannel and blankets,105 and the parish also benefited 

from Shute Barrington’s Mongewell-based educational charity, which provided £15 a year to 

Stoke Row school and £5 a year to Ipsden school.106 A charity to support the Maharajah’s 

well at Stoke Row was endowed in 1866 with a 4-a. cherry orchard, producing £5 a year in 

1871.107 The Emery and Headlam charities still distributed £18-worth of coal a year in 1979, 

but had ceased by 2000, followed by Dodd’s charity before 2010. The Maharajah’s well 

charity continued in 2019, however, when its annual income was c.£10,000.108 Other 

charities in 2019 supported Ipsden parish church and village hall, and Stoke Row’s village 

hall, school, Women’s Institute, and sports and leisure club.109 

An open-air sanatorium for the treatment of tuberculosis operated at Hailey c.1900--

10, aimed reportedly at the ‘poor’, but with fees of 32s.--42s. a week. In 1901 it housed 21 

people in scattered chalets and a staff bungalow.110 By the 1930s Stoke Row was attended 

by visiting doctors, and there were resident agents for the Compton Pilgrims and Hearts of 

Oak benefit societies.111 
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