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Manor Courts and Officers 

 

Separate courts for Ipsden Basset and Ipsden Huntercombe manors were held by the 13th 

century, the latter valued at only 12d. a year in 1328,1 while tenants of North Stoke manor 

(including the freeholders) owed suit at the North Stoke manor court.2 Ipsden Basset tenants 

owed additional suit to the honor of Wallingford’s courts, where in the late 13th century their 

tithingmen paid cert money and fines for minor misdemeanours.3 Tenants of Ipsden 

Huntercombe (which belonged to the honor of Giffard) owed additional suit at Caversham’s 

manor court.4 By the 15th century the tithings of Ipsden and Stoke Row paid cert money 

jointly with North Stoke, but still sent separate tithingmen to the honor of Wallingford’s view, 

where presentments included brewing offences.5 

 A court baron for the reunited Ipsden manor continued in the 18th century and 

possibly until enclosure in the 1840s--50s, meeting periodically to grant copyholds and 

receive entry fines and heriots. In the 17th century the Reades additionally claimed their own 

view of frankpledge at Ipsden, which their steward held twice a year with the court baron, 

and which periodically rehearsed the manor’s field customs.6 In the 18th century Ipsden and 

Stoke Row still nevertheless each sent a constable and tithingman to the honor of Ewelme’s 

view (which had succeeded that for Wallingford), typical business including upkeep of roads, 

gates, and hedges. The courts continued until the 1840s.7 
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Ipsden had two churchwardens by the mid 16th century,8 assisted by two sidesmen in 1613 

when they accounted for £7 annual expenditure.9 By the 18th century they often served for 

several years,10 and in the 19th (when surviving accounts resume) they were elected at 

vestry meetings in the usual way, one by the incumbent and the other by parishioners.11 Two 

overseers of the poor and two constables (one each for Ipsden and Stoke Row) are 

mentioned from the 17th century,12 and by the time of the earliest surviving vestry book in 

the 1840s there were also two surveyors of highways for Stoke Row and one for Ipsden, 

replaced in 1864 by a single waywarden for each place.13 The parish clerk received 50s. a 

year in the 1810s, and a salaried overseer was appointed in 1849,14 while in 1871 haywards 

oversaw livestock pounds in both the lowland and upland parts of the parish.15  

 The new ecclesiastical parish of Stoke Row had its own churchwarden from 1849, 

although Ipsden vestry retained oversight until 1865.16 Stoke Row churchyard was vested in 

Ipsden’s churchwardens at the enclosure of Stoke Row’s commons in 1863, and with the 

overseers they also acted as trustees for Stoke Row’s 1½-a. recreation ground.17 In the 20th 

century responsibility for church matters passed to separate parochial church councils, 

which continued (alongside a joint team council) after Ipsden’s incorporation into Langtree 

team ministry in 1993.18 

In 1894 (under the Local Government Act) Ipsden became part of Henley Rural 

District, the vestry’s civil powers being transferred to a parish council.19 A separate council 

for Stoke Row was established in 1952,20 and in 1974 both parishes became part of South 

Oxfordshire District.21 A resident police constable lived at Stoke Row from the 1870s, 

accommodated by 1903 in a purpose-built police station which closed in the late 20th 

century. A county police station at Ipsden, opened by 1924, closed probably in the 1950s.22 
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