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Manor Courts and Officers 

 

Regular manor courts were held by the late 13th century, court profits varying from 6s. 8d. a 

year in 1310 to just 2s. in 1378.1 Following the manor’s subdivision, separate courts were 

apparently held for both halves: a court for ‘Stoke Basset and Ipsden’ (presided over by Sir 

Thomas Dynham) settled a land transfer in 1514, collecting heriot and an entry fine,2 while 

the Stonors held a court for their North Stoke manor in the early 17th century.3 No later 

references are known, although a court may have continued for field regulation until 

enclosure in the 1840s–50s.4 

 The hundred’s leet jurisdiction over North Stoke belonged to the honor of 

Wallingford,5 at whose annual view in 1296–7 North Stoke’s tithingman paid 6s. 8d. cert 

money and fines for misdemeanours.6 Then as in the 15th century the view was held at 

North Stoke itself, where in the 1280s a man apprehended for murder in Mongewell was 

hanged before the earl of Cornwall’s steward.7 Occasional assault cases continued in the 

1430s, when the court’s chief business was regulation of mill tolls and the assize of ale.8 A 

North Stoke constable was mentioned in 1377, and in the 1530s–40s his successor made 

joint presentments at the annual view (by then transferred to Checkendon) with the manor’s 

tithingman, who had previously appeared alone.9 

Following the honor’s reconfiguration as the honor of Ewelme in 1540 North Stoke 

attended courts for its Ipsden division, presentments during the 18th and 19th centuries 

including maintenance of ditches, watercourses, bridges, and hedges. From the 1810s–30s 

the constable and tithingman were joined by a hayward, but the honor courts ceased soon 

after.10 
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Parish Government and Officers 

 

Early parish officers included two churchwardens (by 1530),11 two overseers of the poor (by 

1594),12 and possibly a parish clerk (by 1673).13 Only one churchwarden was appointed by 

the 18th century, when leading farmers and others often served for several years, the miller 

Joseph Clarke continuing from 1814 until the early 1840s. Thereafter the vestry appointed 

two churchwardens in the usual way (one chosen by the vicar and the other by the parish),14 

though in the 1880s they reportedly served with extreme reluctance.15 Other officers in 

the 1840s included a guardian of the poor and two surveyors of highways, replaced in 1864 

by a single waywarden, and following the honor court’s demise the vestry also appointed the 

constable and hayward.16 The parish clerk received only c.£2 a year in 1805, comprising a 

5s. stipend and variable church dues,17 and in 1882 he was forced to resign for stealing the 

offertory collection, later also relinquishing the post of sexton.18 

 The vestry continued for church affairs following the 1894 Local Government Act, but 

after a parochial church council was established in 1920 its sole remaining responsibility was 

the annual election of churchwardens.19 Its civil powers passed to a parish meeting, and 

following the civil parish’s abolition in 1932 the village was represented on an enlarged 

Crowmarsh parish council.20 The parochial church council continued after the benefice’s 

incorporation into Langtree team ministry in 1993, the parish also retaining its two 

churchwardens.21 
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