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Institute of Historical Research 
School of Advanced Study, University of London 

 
SCOULOUDI HISTORICAL AWARDS: PUBLICATION AWARDS, 2020 

INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS 
 
 

The purpose of a Scouloudi publication award is to subsidise a portion of the cost of 
publishing a scholarly book or article, or an issue of a learned journal in the field of history, 
either in hard copy or through electronic publication. 
 
These awards will not be made for requests that amount to direct subsidies to the publisher, 
typically to reduce costs; these awards are to subsidise the copyright and reproduction costs 
of images. 
 
Please note that we also offer separate Scouloudi research awards, which are intended to 
cover relevant research expenses. Publication awards and research awards have separate 
application forms; please ensure that you are completing the correct one. If you are in any 
doubt as to which of the two funds you should apply to, please contact 
Vanessa.Rockel@sas.ac.uk.  
 
 

ELIGIBILITY  
Applicants must be either graduates of a university in the United Kingdom with an honours 
degree (or postgraduate degree) in history, or a related subject; or British citizens with a 
similar qualification from a university outside the United Kingdom. Awards are not available 
to those registered for undergraduate or postgraduate courses or degrees. 
 
Applicants may only apply for one Scouloudi Historical Award per year (either for Publication 
or Research, and regardless of whether the applications relate to different projects).  
 
Applications will be considered only in those cases where the applicant’s manuscript or 
electronic text has been provisionally accepted for publication by a reputable publisher, 
publishing house, web site or digital library subject to the provision of a subsidy.  
Applications will be accepted from editors of learned journals or e-journals seeking 
subvention of individual issues of their journals.  Such applications should be made in the 
name of the editor and should include a list of contributors to the issue for which support is 
requested.   
 
 

VALUE OF SUBSIDIES 
Applicants should not ask for more than their minimum requirements for the year 
concerned. As a guide, individual awards may range between £100 and £1,000.  
 

Please do not apply for a subsidy in excess of £1,000 as this will automatically disqualify 
your application. 
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Awards will not normally be paid until publication is well advanced at final proof stage. The 
award is then paid to the publisher. If the award is not taken up within two years it will lapse 
and must be re-applied for if later required. 
 
 

DEADLINES 

 Complete applications must be received at the Institute of Historical Research no later 
than 3 April 2020. Incomplete applications or applications submitted after this date will 
not be considered. It can take up to 24 hours (or longer over the weekend) for your 
online application account to be approved when you initially set it up so please be sure 
to open the account well in advance of the submission deadline. 
 

 Two supporting letters of reference and a publisher’s letter must be received no later 
than 17 April 2020. 

 

 Decisions will be made by the end of May 2020.   
 

SUPPORTING LETTERS 
 
References 
Once an application has been submitted, a standard email will be sent to the academic 
referees’ addresses supplied by the applicant in the ‘Supporting Letters’ section of the 
online application form. Ideally, both referees should not be affiliated with the same 
institution. 
 
Publisher’s letter 
Applications must also be supported by a letter from the publisher, giving the expected date 
of publication, the estimated cost of production, the number of copies to be printed and the 
proposed sale price of the work. This letter must also explain precisely how the grant will be 
spent in the production process and justify the amount applied for by marrying it to specific 
items within the production costs; applications made for a general subsidy towards 
production costs will not be considered. 
 

Once an application has been submitted, a standard email will be sent to the publisher’s 
address supplied by the applicant in the ‘Supporting Letters’ section of the online 
application form.  
 

All letters must be emailed as Word document attachments to IHR.Fellowships@sas.ac.uk 
and the applicant’s surname must appear in the subject line of the email.  
 
It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that his/her referees and publisher supply letters 
in support of the application, and that the publisher is aware of the detailed content 
required in the letter. It is strongly advised that these individuals are contacted well before 
the application is submitted. Applications which do not receive their full complement of two 
supporting letters of recommendation and a publisher’s letter by 17 April 2020 will not be 
considered.  
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Letters received in hard copy, either from referees or publishers, will not be accepted, and 
will disqualify the application. 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Any publication assisted by an award shall acknowledge in a prominent place that the 
publication was made possible by ‘a grant from the Scouloudi Foundation in association 
with the Institute of Historical Research’. Payment of a subsidy will be authorised only when 
a proof of the page on which the acknowledgement is made has been submitted to the 
Institute of Historical Research.  One copy of the publication must be presented to the 
Foundation, which will offer suitable works to the City of London’s Guildhall Library, and one 
to the Institute of Historical Research. 
 
 
APPLICATION FORMAT  
Hard copy applications will be deemed ineligible. Only applications made using the IHR’s 
online application system will be considered. 

 
 
 
SELECTION POLICIES 
A committee of historians and Scouloudi Foundation Trustees, chaired by the Director of the 
IHR, will assess all eligible applications. The committee’s decision is final. All applications are 
regarded as confidential and no announcement is made of the amounts awarded.  Decisions 
will be made according to the following criteria: 
 

 The importance of the publication to the applicant’s field; 
 

 The importance of the items applied for to the publication as a whole; 
 

 The academic record of the applicant as detailed in the application and references.  
 
 
APPLICATION CONTENTS 
Applicants must complete fully the ‘Personal Details’, ‘Education’, ‘Subsidy Details’ and 
‘Supporting Letters’ sections of the online form. They must also submit the following 
documents in the ‘Uploads’ section of the online form: 
 

 An academic CV (of no more than two pages) giving details of publications authored and 
edited, research papers given, current and previous academic posts held, and any other 
relevant details not included elsewhere in the application. Your name must be included 
on all pages. 

 

 A statement (of no more than 800 words) explaining precisely how a Scouloudi subsidy 
would be used, if awarded, and what value the item(s) being subsidised would bring to 
the publication as a whole. Your name and page numbers must be included on all pages. 

 



4 

 

 Applications which do not receive their full complement of two supporting letters from 
referees and one from the publisher will not be considered. It is the applicant’s 
responsibility to ensure that letters are supplied in support of their application. Your 
name and page numbers must be included on all pages. 

 
 
THE DEADLINE DATE FOR THE RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS IS 3 APRIL 2020. TWO LETTERS 
OF REFERENCE AND A SUPPORTING LETTER FROM THE APPLICANT’S PUBLISHER MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY 17 APRIL 2020.  


