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Checkendon’s economy was predominantly agricultural until the 20th century, its few trades 

and crafts including small-scale brickmaking and (in the 19th century) a small iron-foundry at 

the village forge. Its Chiltern woodlands (chiefly oak and beech) produced timber, fuel, and 

coppice-wood, while the Thames frontage at Littlestoke supported milling, fishing, and reed-

beds. Mixed sheep-corn farming was accompanied by dairying and (particularly in the 20th 

century) commercial pig-rearing, for which a local company manufactured pig shelters. A few 

other small businesses continued in 2019, when over 70 per cent of working inhabitants 

were commuters, many of them in professional or managerial jobs.1 

 

The Agricultural Landscape 

 

The parish’s elongated shape straddled a variety of landscape types, encompassing 

riverside meadows in the Thames valley, open fields on the lower slopes, and intermixed 

closes, coppices, and wood pasture on the Chiltern hills.2 Around 1800, enclosures covered 

c.55 per cent and woods and pasture c.29 per cent, with c.16 per cent in open fields.3 The 

small meadows (barely 1 per cent) belonged exclusively to Littlestoke manor,4 and until the 

13th century were probably shared with Ipsden; intercommoning was restricted from the 

1220s and ended c.1230, however,5 leaving c.35 a. of enclosed meadow of which 15 a. 

                                            
1 Census, 2011 (online datasets): av. journey distance 20.9 km. 
2 Above (boundaries). 
3 Based on acreages cited below. 
4 UCA, E24/E1/1; E24/M1/1; OHC, tithe award and map; though cf. DB, f. 160, mentioning meadow 
only on Checkendon manor.  
5 Boarstall Cart. pp. 18–19; below, Ipsden, econ. hist.  
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belonged to Ipsden until 1883.6 Checkendon’s and Littlestoke’s open fields were mentioned 

from the 13th century,7 covering 222 a. and 281 a. respectively in 1789. Littlestoke’s (divided 

from Checkendon’s by Icknield Way) then formed a single block,8 but had earlier been 

divided amongst North, Middle, and South fields. Checkendon’s comprised Checkendon and 

Pound fields,9 which covered 156 a. and 68 a. respectively at enclosure in 1864, when 

Littlestoke field contained 278 acres.10 

 

 

 

 

 

Checkendon’s and Littlestoke’s woodland (respectively one furlong square and 1½ 

furlongs square in 1086) lay presumably towards the centre of the parish, with Wyfold’s 

(covering at least 350 a. in the 13th century) further east.11 Medieval assarting and post-

medieval clearance left 783 a. in 1789, 753 a. in 1841, and 800 a. in 1911,12 coverage 

thereafter remaining fairly stable.13 

                                            
6 Boarstall Cart. pp. 26, 40; Berks. RO, D/EH/T64/2; D/EB/T13; UCA, E24/M1/1; above (boundaries). 
’Le towne medowe’ (mentioned 1445) was not necessarily common: Boarstall Cart. pp. 38–9. 
7 Boarstall Cart. pp. 20, 24, 37; Berks. RO, D/EH/T64/1−5. 
8 UCA, E24/E1/1; E24/M1/1. 
9 OHC, MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c 141, pp. 13−17; Berks. RO, D/EB/T13. 
10 OHC, enclo. award and map. 
11 DB, f. 160; Oxon. Fines, pp. 192−3; VCH Oxon. XVI, 314−15. Checkendon manor’s principal wood 
was evidently Haines (earlier ‘Hainge’ or ‘Hainges’) near Heath End: UCA, E24/E1/1, no. 145; 
E24/M1/1; Thame Cart. II, no. 166; N. Vincent (ed.), Norman Charters from English Sources (PRS 
n.s. 59, 2013), pp. 196−7, mistakenly identifying it as Hained-in-Wood in Ipsden. 
12 UCA, E24/E1/1; OHC, tithe award; ibid. PLU4/AS/A3/3/1. For assarting, below (woodland 
management); for woodland clearance in 1612, OHC, E1/13/1D/3. 
13 OS Maps 1:10560, Oxon. LII.NE and LIII.SW (1883 and later edns); 1:25000, sheet 171 (2009 
edn). 

Checkendon field before enclosure, with Braziers Park to the 
right. Source: 1840 tithe map (in OHC). 
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 Early private closes are reflected in medieval references to ‘parrucks’ and ‘crofts’,14 

particularly in the hills, where Wyfold tenants, with no open fields of their own, held land 

principally in ‘crofts’ and ‘groves’ in 1279, the latter probably enclosed woods or coppices.15 

Thirty acres called ‘Stocking field’ in 1564 was presumably assarted woodland, a process 

which left behind thick hedgerows or wooded strips known as ‘shaws’.16 By 1789 there were 

1,730 a. of closes including 139 a. at Littlestoke, of which 1,513 a. were arable and 217 a. 

grass,17 while private ornamental parkland existed around Checkendon Court, Braziers Park, 

and (later) Wyfold Court.18 A private rabbit warren at Littlestoke was mentioned in 1354.19 

Ancient grazing rights at Wyfold were renegotiated with Thame abbey in the early 

13th century, when several men with apparent South Stoke connections paid a collective £6 

fine and 6d. annual rent for confirmation of long-established rights in Rumerhedge.20 In 1211 

the lord of Rotherfield Peppard similarly gave up rights in commons adjoining the grange in 

return for rights for himself and his tenants outside the monks’ enclosure, an arrangement 

confirmed in 1263 when the men of Wyfold on the one hand and those of Rotherfield 

Peppard (and possibly Harpsden) on the other were assigned common grazing and pannage 

within 300 a. of woods extending into Rotherfield Peppard. Collection of wood for fuel and 

repairs was restricted to 150 a. for either party.21 By the 17th century (and presumably 

earlier) parishioners could also also collect wood and graze cattle, sheep, and pigs in 

various designated commons,22 including Haines wood (158 a.), Whitewood heath (55 a.), 

and Kipping hill (20 a.). Two 70-a. and 15-a. cow commons were enclosed in 1864, when 

allotments totalling c.9 a. were awarded in lieu of common rights in Haines wood, and 

customary grazing in the open fields after harvest also ended.23 Kipping hill and a part of 

Haines wood were later registered under the 1965 Commons Registration Act.24 

  

 

                                            
14 Boarstall Cart. pp. 8–9, 21, 27; Cooke, ‘Docs', 1. None relate to parks, ‘park’ names at Hook End 
referring either to early closes or to a park in Rotherfield Peppard (VCH Oxon. XVI, 315). 
15 Rot. Hund. II, 764; P.G. Preece, ‘Medieval Woods in the Oxfordshire Chilterns’, Oxoniensia 55 
(1990), 57. 
16 Pearman, ‘Notices', 43; cf. OHC, SL199/D/33−4.  
17 UCA, E24/E1/1. 
18 Checkendon Ct estate map (1711), in private possession; UCA, E24/M1/1; OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. 
LIII.10 (1879 edn); Sale Cat., Wyfold Court Estate (1929): copy in OHC, H9/C4/4. 
19 Berks. RO, D/EH/T64/4 (le conyggere). 
20 H.O. Coxe and W.H. Turner, Cal. Charters and Rolls in Bodleian Library (1878), 315; for S. Stoke 
connections, cf. VCH Oxon. VII, 97−8. 
21 Thame Cart. II, no. 177; Oxon. Fines, pp. 192−3; VCH Oxon. XVI, 231, 303, 307, 313−15. 
22 e.g. TNA, C 142/341/51 (Whitewood heath); OHC, E1/13/1D/7 (Beech wood); TNA, C 8/263/77 
(Checkendon heath, later the cow common: cf. Checkendon Ct estate map (1711)). 
23 UCA, E24/E1/1; E24/M1/1−2; OHC, PAR61/17/E/1; ibid. tithe award and map; ibid. enclo. award 
and map. For grazing rights in Checkendon and Ipsden fields, Berks. RO, D/EB/T13. 
24 https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx (Oxon. CL 50); https://www.acraew.org.uk, nos. 126368, 
274178 (both accessed Oct. 2019). 
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Medieval Demesne and Tenant Farming 

 

In 1086 both Checkendon and Littlestoke manors (by then held together) were under-

stocked, Checkendon more seriously with only three ploughteams on land for seven, and 

Littlestoke with two ploughteams on land for three. Since 1066 both had also declined in 

value from £4 a year to £3, although each retained a demesne with one plough worked by 

slaves, and tenants totalled 14 villani and 5 bordars. Checkendon’s 6 a. of (presumably 

demesne) meadow was probably by the Thames, and both manors included woodland, while 

Littlestoke had a mill.25 Wyfold was presumably accounted for as part of Benson manor.26 

  By 1279 Checkendon and Littlestoke manors had a combined demesne of four 

ploughlands (c.480 a.), excluding 22 a. of pasture, 24 a. of woods, and 15 a. of meadow. Six 

freeholders or their subtenants held at least ten yardlands between them, and another 15 

yardlands were occupied by 16 villeins and eight serfs (servi), of whom most had only a half 

yardland. Five (including two reeves) occupied up to two yardlands, however, while 

conversely seven cottagers had no lands. The villeins and serfs owed cash rents, hens, and 

mowing service, for which they received by custom a ewe, bread, cheese, a cartload of 

firewood, a basin of salt, and hay at a rate of six tods per yardland. Thame abbey’s Wyfold 

demesne comprised two ploughlands (c.240 a.) and 176 a. of woods, with another 50 a. of 

woodland let to Goring priory for 20s. rent. Nine other abbey tenants held 37 ‘crofts’ and 7 

‘groves’ between them, one held 2 groves and 2 yardlands, and four were cottagers, most 

tenants owing cash rents and harvest work without food, and one (Alice le Marler) perhaps 

digging or spreading chalk marl.27 

 In 1269−70 Checkendon and Littlestoke manors together produced £28 13s., though 

only £1 11s. clear after expenses. Rents yielded £5, the rest coming chiefly from mixed 

demesne farming. Crops were dominated by wheat, oats, and barley (some of it malted), 

along with rye, polbere (an early-ripening barley), peas, and vetches. Wheat, dredge, and 

malt were mostly sold for profit, but some grain was used to pay retained estate workers, 

who included ploughmen, a hayward, and a shepherd. Oats were used to feed the demesne 

livestock, which comprised 183 sheep (including 78 lambs), 11 cattle, and 4 pigs, some of 

which had been driven from Shinfield (Berks.). Four pigs were sold, together with 22 fleeces 

and a leather hide.28 A similar regime was followed on Checkendon’s 129½-a. glebe estate, 

which in 1272 comprised 109½ a. of arable, 13 a. of enclosed pasture, 6½ a. of woods, and 

a ½-a. garden, while five glebe cottagers owed 9s. 6d. rent and harvest work. Approaching 

                                            
25 DB, f. 160. 
26 Above, landownership (Wyfold).  
27 Rot. Hund. II, 764, 779; for Marler, cf. P. Hanks, R. Coates, and P. McClure (eds), Oxford Dictionary 
of Family Names in Britain and Ireland (2016).  
28 TNA, SC 6/750/13. 
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two thirds of the arable was sown (the rest perhaps lying fallow), with corn sold at Reading 

and elsewhere. Demesne labour was mostly bought in, additional hirelings including tithe-

collectors, an autumn reeve, a cowman, a shepherd, and a dairyman or dairymaid, who in 

1274−5 made 51 cheeses (all sold). Livestock typically comprised cattle, sheep, pigs, and 

horses, some given by tenants as heriot and others purchased from as far afield as 

Malmesbury (Wilts.), while 5 qrs of apples were sold in 1280−1.29 Much less is known of 

Thame abbey’s demesne farming at Wyfold, which may have specialized in timber and 

livestock. Tenants’ harvest work nonetheless shows that crops were grown.30 

 Littlestoke’s demesne still covered 90 a. of arable, 20 a. of meadow, and 5 a. of 

pasture in 1332, but high-medieval demesne farming presumably declined from mid century, 

reflecting both economic slump and Checkendon’s increasingly fragmented lordship.31 In 

1393 William Halyngrigge, lord of part of Checkendon and Littlestoke manors, leased a c.47-

a. Littlestoke farm (nearly all of it arable) for 40 years to William Grace, who paid his rent in 

grain, and was entitled to harvest and haymaking works by Halyngrigge’s customary 

tenants.32 The Rede lords of Checkendon nevertheless had sufficient confidence to 

accumulate extensive property in the parish from the late 14th century,33 and in 1445 

Edmund Rede secured his tenants’ access to the river partly for sheep-washing, while in 

1480 at least five Checkendon farmers leased additional meadow in Mapledurham.34 All 

three demesnes were presumably let by the 1490s, when Checkendon and Littlestoke 

manors were worth respectively £7 and £4 a year.35 

 

Farms and Farming 1500−1800 

 

Sheep-corn husbandry remained dominant from 1500, with most farmers keeping sheep for 

folding and wool, a few cattle for beef and dairying, horses for traction, and pigs for bacon 

and lard, often supplemented by bees and hens. Cereal crops were dominated by wheat, 

barley (often malted), and oats, although rye, peas, and vetches were also grown in quantity, 

and some hops for beer. A few orchards produced mainly apples and pears,36 although 

Beechwood and Neal’s farms had 60 and 46 cherry trees respectively in 1786.37  

                                            
29 Ibid. SC 6/751/16 and 21; SC 6/957/27; Pearman, ‘Notices’, 29−41. 
30 Above (agric. landscape); below (woodland management); Rot. Hund. II, 764. 
31 Boarstall Cart. p. 26; Berks. RO, D/EH/T64/2; above, landownership (Checkendon; Littlestoke). 
32 Berks. RO, D/EH/T64/6. 
33 Above, landownership (Checkendon; other estates). 
34 Boarstall Cart. pp. 38–9; Cooke, Mapledurham, 187. 
35 Cal. Inq. p.m. Hen. VII, II, 157; below, social hist. (Middle Ages) (Thos Cheyne). 
36 OHC, Checkendon wills and inventories. 
37 Ibid. MM II/43. 
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The largest farms c.1500 were probably still the three demesnes and the c.120-a. 

glebe.38 The Wyfold demesne was let to William Butler (the highest taxpayer in 1525), 

succeeded before 1535 by William Picton, who with other tenants paid a total of £8 annual 

rent to Thame abbey.39 He or a namesake died in 1555 owning over 230 sheep, and his 

descendants remained at Wyfold Court until at least 1611.40 A later tenant may have been 

Henry Paslow (d. 1675), whose goods (worth an exceptional £966) included 190 sheep and 

over £250 in crops, all grown in closes.41 His separate freehold (the later Rumerhedge farm) 

passed to his relatives the Wards, who remained there until the 19th century.42 The 

Checkendon demesne was let perhaps to the Pallings and in 1552 to William Lovegrove,43 

followed in 1564 (at 43s. 10d. a year for 21 years) by the lord of part of Wyfold manor, John 

Petty.44 The Keate lords of Checkendon later took some back in hand, John Keate (fl. 1639) 

reportedly ‘improv[ing] some lands’ but ‘[wearing] out others’, and spreading large quantities 

of chalk marl to improve soil fertility.45  

The Littlestoke demesne, meanwhile, was let first to the Bristows46 and probably later 

to the Wintershalls, who held other property in Checkendon, South Stoke, and Ipsden.47 

Thomas Stampe, lessee in the 1580s−90s, had perhaps married Ralph Wintershall’s 

widow.48 The Hildesleys took over as tenants by 1625, buying the manor c.1650 and 

improving farm buildings.49 The glebe or Parsonage farm was sublet c.1595−1630 to 

Thomas Corker,50 supporting 20 pigs and 19 cattle in 1599 (when it had a cheese press), 

and producing £60-worth of stored corn including wheat, barley, and lesser quantities of 

oats, peas, mixed rye and maslin, and vetches.51 

Checkendon manor as a whole was worth £7 a year in 1564 and 1623,52 its other 

tenancies including copyholds. Some were enfranchised by Richard Blount in the 1650s, and 

others on the Lybbes’ half were converted to leaseholds in the later 17th century, often still 

                                            
38 For the glebe, ibid. MS Oxf. Archd. Oxon. c. 141, pp. 13−17. 
39 TNA, E 179/161/198; E 179/161/201; Valor Eccl. II, 214. 
40 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 180.239; 185.394; 106.20; TNA, E 179/162/346; ibid. C 3/278/7. 
41 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 52/2/19, naming fields all close to Wyfold Grange: cf. UCA, E24/M1/1. 
42 OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 52/2/19 (‘Roomer’); 157/4/13; 159/3/29; TNA, PROB 11/779/173; PROB 
11/1485/105. 
43 TNA, WARD 2/9/28A/13 (Lovegrove); TNA, E 179/161/201; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 178.51. 
44 Pearman, ‘Notices’, 43−4; above, landownership. 
45 OHC, E372/D1/6. 
46 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 180.19; cf. TNA, PROB 11/17/212. 
47 Berks. RO, D/EH/T65; OHC, S. Stoke par. reg. transcript, App. C (calling Ric. Wintershall ‘lord of 
Dean farm dwelling at Littlestoke’; cf. VCH Oxon. VII, 95−6). 
48 TNA, C 8/3/48; ibid. E 179/163/394; cf. OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 186.153 (naming Wintershall’s widow 
Eliz.); ibid. S. Stoke par. reg. transcript (baptism 1589). 
49 H.E. Salter, ‘Recusants in Oxfordshire 1603−33’, OAS Rep. (1924), 44 (‘Jelsley’), 49 (‘Elsley’); 
above, landownership (Littlestoke). 
50 Berks. RO, E372/D1/3; cf. ibid. E1/13/1D/2. 
51 Bodl. MS Rolls Oxon. 92b. 
52 TNA, WARD 2/9/28A/3; OHC, E372/D1/1. 
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held for two or three lives.53 By 1711 the Lybbes’ estate had only leaseholds, the whole 

comprising c.360 a. of closes as well as open-field lands.54 Common rights pertaining to both 

halves of the manor caused ‘great quarrels and disturbances’ by 1682, when tenants 

believed they could graze cattle without stint on Checkendon’s commons, and 40 sheep for 

each yardland held.55  

 

 

 

Freeholds included the Goswells’ Neal’s farm, which in 1606 comprised 62 a. of 

arable and woods in eight closes, and had a granary, stable, dovecot, hay house, and 

orchard;56 in 1635 it supported 43 sheep, 14 cattle, and 10 pigs, and generated £60-worth of 

stored and growing corn.57 Wheeler’s (a Checkendon manor copyhold enfranchised in 1650) 

was run with Rumerhedge by the Wards,58 while Beechwood farm (sold to John Body in 

1634) was worked for much of the 18th century by the Frewins.59 Larger leaseholds included 

Braziers and Bottom farms (187 a. and 163 a. in the 1740s when they belonged to the 

Blackalls’ Braziers estate),60 while Littlestoke became a leasehold of 384 a., run from a ‘very 

large’ farmhouse near the manor house, and let at £230 a year for 15 years. Of that 131 a. 

lay in closes and the rest in open fields, principally Littlestoke field, which included ‘a large 

sheep slay without admitting any intercommoners’. Another 17 a. was in Ipsden (with 

                                            
53 Ibid. C 5/519/13; C 8/263/77; OHC, E372/D1/1–2; E372/D1/11; E372/D1/14; E372/D1/23. 
54 Checkendon Ct estate map (1711). 
55 TNA, C 8/263/77; cf. C 8/386/33. 
56 Ibid. LR 2/224, f. 34; above, landownership (Neal’s). 
57 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 26/1/51. 
58 TNA, WARD 2/9/28A/14; ibid. C 8/263/77; above. 
59 OHC, E1/13/1D/5; ibid. MSS Wills Oxon. 127/4/18; 128/4/16; ibid. par. reg. transcript (burial 1740). 
60 OHC, MM II/1; MM II/6; MM II/8; above, landownership (Braziers). 

Closes around Hammond’s 
Farm, as depicted on the 1711 
Checkendon Court estate map 

and redrawn in the 
Checkendon WI scrapbook. 
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commons for Littlestoke sheep ‘several days in the week’), while 4 a. in Checkendon field 

included common pasture ‘at pleasure’.61 

By the later 18th century increasing numbers of farms were held of the enlarged 

Braziers estate at commercial rates, amongst them Littlestoke farm (then 400 a. let for £314 

a year), Bottom and Braziers (286 a. at £180), Neal’s (121 a. at £52), and Beechwood (29 a. 

at £20).62 By 1800 Braziers had been largely supplanted by the Woodcote manor estate, 

which included Hook End farm (228 a. in hand), Checkendon farm (162 a. let for £105), and 

Hammond’s farm (131 a. let for £79),63 those rents being below the South Midlands 

average.64 The glebe farm still covered 116 a. including 40 a. in open fields, and Lord 

Cadogan’s leasehold Wyfold Court farm was 282 acres.65 

 

Farms and Farming Since 1800 

 

During the earlier 19th century traditional mixed agriculture continued, two farmers being 

fined in 1818 for rescuing heifers from Wyfold pound, and livestock on Wyfold Court farm in 

1842 including 180 South Down sheep, 2 Alderney cows, 8 carthorses, pigs, and c.120 

poultry.66 The seven largest farms in 1820 (all over 100 a.) were Littlestoke (392 a.), Bottom 

(285 a.), Wyfold Court (280 a.), Hook End (270 a.), Hammond’s (177 a.), Checkendon Court 

(171 a.), and Neal’s (128 a.), of which Littlestoke and Hammond’s were owner-occupied, 

while the glebe (117 a.) was divided amongst six tenants.67 By 1841 Littlestoke, Hook End, 

and Wyfold Court farms were in hand, and Francis Dodd of Bottom Farm worked 533 a. 

under four landowners,68 increased to 756 a. twenty years later when he employed 24 

labourers. At Littlestoke (then 415 a.) his nephew William Charles Dodd employed another 

22 workers, and Hook End, Neal’s, and Wyfold Court (each between 272 a. and 340 a.) 

employed a further 22 between them, agricultural employment over all requiring slightly more 

labour than was recorded within the parish.69 Francis Dodd gave up his farms in 1867,70 but 

William continued at Littlestoke (latterly as owner-occupier) until his death in 1916, when he 

was remembered as ‘a well-known and capable agriculturist’.71  

                                            
61 Berks. RO, D/EB/T13 (undated but possibly c.1720). 
62 OHC, MM II/40; Oxf. Jnl Syn. 1 July 1786. 
63 Sale Cat., Woodcott or Rawlins Estate (1800): copy in Bodl. GA fol. A 266 (43); above, 
landownership. 
64 Cf. R.C. Allen, ‘The price of freehold land ... in the 17th and 18th centuries’, Econ. Hist. Rev. 2nd 
ser. 41.1 (1988), 43. 
65 UCA, E24/E1/1; E24/M1/1; cf. OHC, QSD/L/71−2. 
66 OHC, Cal. QS, II, f. 248v.; The Times, 9 Sept. 1842. 
67 OHC, PAR61/17/E/1; UCA, E24/M1/2. 
68 OHC, tithe award and map; cf. TNA, HO 107/882/1. 
69 TNA, RG 9/883; RG 9/882 (Wyfold Ct); Oxon. Atlas, p. 116. 
70 OHC, PAR61/9/MS1/1, f. 152v. 
71 Reading Mercury, 27 May 1916; above, landownership (Littlestoke). 
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 Enclosure (in 1864) was amongst the last in Oxfordshire,72 and though it affected 

only 19 per cent of the parish the loss of commons presumably had a major impact on the 

labouring population. The main beneficiaries were Anna Maria Reade and Coventry Henry 

Litchfield (allotted 241 a. for Littlestoke), Frederick Keats (185 a. for Braziers), Mary Maria 

Wake (70 a. for Hammond’s farm), and the Revd William Crabtree (53 a. for the glebe), the 

remaining eight parties each receiving 12 a. or less.73 Within a few years the agricultural 

depression was affecting local farming, the proportion of arable (as corn prices fell) dropping 

from 74 to 42 per cent between 1870 and 1930, and sheep numbers from 2,075 to 754, 

reflecting a move away from traditional folding and increased use of artificial fertilizers. Cattle 

numbers, meanwhile, rose from 93 (with 36 in milk) to 258 (43 in milk), although wheat, 

barley, and oats still dominated arable farming, alongside fodder crops such as turnips and 

mangolds.74 Lovegrove’s (run as a poultry farm by 1899) acquired a dairy herd supplying its 

own creamery and milk round,75 but even so the tenant of Bottom Farm was bankrupted in 

1901, and the same year Littlestoke farm failed to sell at auction.76 

 In 1904 Hammond’s farm was bought by Henry Ramié Beeton, who with his agent 

(and later tenant) Harold Hart turned it into a pedigree pig farm. The king of Spain bought 

two sows in 1920,77 and in 1928 Hart established the Pig Breeders’ Supply Co., which 

manufactured pig-breeding equipment at the village forge until 2000.78 The other largest 

farms in 1910 (157–400 a.) still included Littlestoke, Bottom, Wyfold Grange, Neal’s, and 

Hook End, the last three all on Lord Wyfold’s estate until Hook End was bought in 1921 by 

Lawrence Hignett, who raised prize-winning pedigree shorthorn cattle.79 That continued as a 

dairy farm (along with Lovegrove’s) in 1941, when Littlestoke exceeded 750 a. (including 

land elsewhere), and the parish’s eight main farms still employed a total of 63 workers. The 

parish as a whole was then c.56 per cent arable, rising to 62 per cent by 1950.80  

 From 1954 Harold Hart’s son Stephen converted Hammond’s farm to arable and 

sheep, developing a new commercial sheep breed (the Hartline) in the 1960s and continuing 

there until his death in 2006.81 Pig-breeding was moved in 1967 to Hammond’s End, where a 

decade later some 240 sows reared piglets for bacon.82 Dairying continued at Wyfold 

Grange farm (254 a. extending into Rotherfield Peppard), which in 1964 combined cattle 

                                            
72 VCH Oxon. II, 209; Oxon. Atlas, pp. 114–15. 
73 OHC, enclo. award and map. 
74 TNA, MAF 68/255; MAF 68/3525. 
75 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1899); Check. Echoes, 36. 
76 London Gaz. 26 Mar. 1901, p. 2157; Reading Mercury, 27 Jul. 1901; cf. Sale Cat., Littlestoke 
Estate (1901): copy in Bodl. GA Oxon. b 92 (2). 
77 OHC, PAR61/10/C/1; Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1907−31 edns); The Times, 6 Dec. 1920. 
78 Check. Hist. 55−6; below (trades). 
79 OHC, DV/XII/13; The Times, 30 Jul. 1926; above, landownership (Wyfold). 
80 TNA, MAF 32/910/126; MAF 68/4323. 
81 Check. Hist. 55. 
82 Checkendon Autumn Leaves Club scrapbk (1977), in Checkendon Hist. Group archive. 
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rearing and barley growing,83 while Hook End farm bred Dexter, Dairy Shorthorn, and 

Aberdeen Angus cattle,84 and Lovegrove’s was a horse stud by 1973, when farms within the 

reconfigured civil parish employed only ten men full-time, four of them on intensive pig 

units.85 Pigs and sheep (numbering 3,891 and 1,835 respectively) remained important in 

1988, when wheat and barley constituted nine tenths of all crops grown, and 184 cattle were 

reared for beef.86 Land near Braziers Park formed part of a large cereal farm run by the 

Hildreds of Ipsden in 2019,87 and the Duckers (as earlier) farmed cereals over a large area 

from Littlestoke Manor Farm, where cattle were kept in riverside pastures, and an organic 

smallholding established in 2002 developed into a commercial flower garden.88 Other 

enterprises included a vineyard near Wyfold Grange (planted in 2003), and an equestrian 

centre at Lovegrove’s Farm.89 

 

       

 

 

 

Woodland Management 

 

All three manors had woods from an early date, managed for timber, coppice-wood, and 

fuel.90 In 1354 the lord Geoffrey Marmion allowed a tenant timber from his woods to build a 

house at Littlestoke,91 and the following year Thame abbey sold three men timber and 

underwood in ‘Notepotegrove’ (in Wyfold) on condition they clear it for enclosure within ten 

                                            
83 VCH Oxon. XVI, 319. 
84 TNA, MAF 124/119; Reading Evening Post, 9 Oct. 1967. 
85 Check. scrapbk, p. 129. 
86 TNA, MAF 68/6123. 
87 Notice at Ouseley Barn; cf. Farmers Weekly, 1 Sept. 2008.  
88 Baker, Ipsden, 108; Oxford Mail, 8 Nov. 2002, 23 May 2003; www.thecoachingbarn.com; 
www.greenandgorgeousflowers.co.uk (both accessed Oct. 2019). 
89 www.wyfoldvineyard.com; www.checkendonequestrian.co.uk (both accessed Oct. 2019). 
90 Above (agric. landscape; medieval). 
91 Berks. RO, D/EH/T64/5. 

Pig Breeders’ Supply Company: (left) new office behind the forge completed in 1972; 
(right) pig unit at Hammonds End in the 1970s. Source: Checkendon WI scrapbook. 
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years, presumably because the abbey wished to cultivate it.92 A lease of lands on 

Checkendon manor in 1383 prohibited the lessee from cutting oak or ash in the 

hedgerows,93 and in 1390 the rector was reported to have cut down beech trees and other 

timber worth 10 marks (£6 13s. 4d.) in Church Grove wood, allegedly appropriated to the 

glebe without licence in 1345.94 

 

   

 

 Coppicing was mentioned in 1564, when 16 a. on Checkendon manor (containing 

hazel, willow, ash, and oak) was common to its tenants, who cut wands for wattles and 

hurdles.95 Timber on the glebe (worth £500 in 1599) comprised oak, ash, and beech, and in 

1807 glebe hedgerows included 29 elms and 17 oaks.96 The Braziers estate contained more 

than 250 a. of woods by 1785, overseen by an estate woodsman and producing c.£400 a 

year from timber and firewood sales,97 while in 1820 the Wyfold Court estate included 189 a. 

of beech wood, Neal’s 142 a., and the Hook End estate 87 a., all of it tithe-free. Lackmore 

wood (53 a.) was owned by the Goring Heath almshouse charity.98 Men working and 

sometimes living in the woods in the 19th century included sawyers, charcoal burners, 

hurdle makers, and chair turners (or bodgers),99 and in the 1890s a timber merchant lived at 

Heath End.100  

By 1911 over half the parish’s 800 a. of woodland belonged to the Wyfold Court 

estate,101 which in 1930 contained at least 600,000 cubic feet of ‘straight and clean-grown’ 

                                            
92 Cal. Close 1354−60, 178; for a different interpretation, P.G. Preece, ‘Medieval Woods in the 
Oxfordshire Chilterns’, Oxoniensia 55 (1990), 61. 
93 Cooke, ' Docs', 6. 
94 Cal. Fine 1383−91, 313; TNA, C 44/14/19. 
95 Pearman, ‘Notices’, 44. 
96 TNA, C 2/Eliz/T6/54; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. c 2202, no. 12. 
97 OHC, MM II/30; MM II/34−5; MM II/40; MM II/43.  
98 Ibid. PAR61/17/E/1; UCA, E24/M1/2; above, landownership (other estates). 
99 e.g. TNA, HO 107/882/1; ibid. RG 9/883; RG 12/1157. 
100 Elisha Hunt: above, landownership (Checkendon). 
101 OHC, PLU4/AS/A3/3/1. 

Coppice stools in 
Braziers Common (left), 
and a bodger at work, 
from the Checkendon 
WI scrapbook (right). 



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Checkendon (March 2020) • © VCH Oxfordshire • Economic • p. 12 

 

oak and beech timber with some larch and spruce.102 Bodgers still worked in the woods until 

the 1950s, switching from turning legs and spars for the High Wycombe chair-making 

industry to making tent pegs and brushes, the latter for the Star Brush Co. at Stoke Row.103 

Forestry employed similar numbers to agriculture in 1973, when a company with a depot at 

Hook End managed c.500 a. of beech woods and conifer plantations in and around 

Checkendon.104  

 

Trades, Crafts, and Retail 

 

Checkendon’s trades and crafts remained small-scale throughout, supporting only 6 per cent 

of families (4 out of 65) in 1831.105 A blacksmith mended carts and ploughs in the 1270s,106 

and two Wyfold inhabitants named Croc in 1306 may have been potters.107 Several 15th-

century inhabitants paid brewing fines,108 and Thomas Pearman was a butcher in the 

1530s,109 while Richard Keene (d. 1589) was owed 2s. for 200 bricks made in a kiln probably 

at Hook End.110 A slightly later brick kiln may have existed near Checkendon Court.111 As 

tenants of ancient demesne, all Wyfold inhabitants had their ancient freedom from tolls and 

dues throughout England reconfirmed in 1588.112 

Seventeenth- and 18th-century craftsmen included a few weavers, cordwainers, 

joiners, and thatchers,113 while the Four Horseshoes pub existed probably by 1753,114 

passing before 1804 to the Whitchurch brewer William Fuller, and by 1819 to the Reading 

brewer William Garrard.115 A long-standing blacksmith’s forge in Checkendon ‘village’ (on the 

site of the present-day Langtree Cottages) was expanded before 1847 into an iron foundry 

run by Fletcher Hope (d. 1861), along with a grocery shop and post office.116 The post office 

shop and bakery continued until c.1902 under Fletcher’s son-in-law James Winkworth, while 

                                            
102 Sale Cat., Remaining Portions of the Wyfold Court Estate (1930): copy in OHC, H9/C4/4. 
103 Check. scrapbk, p. 131; Check. Hist. 58. 
104 Check. scrapbk, p. 130. 
105 Census, 1831.  
106 TNA, SC 6/751/16. For 17th-cent. examples, OHC, MSS Wills Oxon. 6/4/29, 209.34; ibid. 
E372/D1/8. 
107 TNA, E 179/161/10; P. Hanks et al., Oxford Dict. Family Names in Britain and Ireland (2016), s.v. 
‘Crock’. 
108 TNA, SC 2/212/1, 4, and 12. 
109 Ibid. SC 2/212/18−19. 
110 OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 188.29, mentioning his lease of nearby Nippers Grove. 
111 Above, landownership (Checkendon Court).  
112 Reflecting the ancient Benson connection: Cal. Pat. 1587−8, 180; above, landownership. 
113 OHC, par. reg. transcript; ibid. O15/2/2D/2; ibid. E1/9/16D/35; ibid. MS Wills Oxon. 100.213; TNA, 
C 11/2013/19. 
114 OHC, QSD/V 1−2 (so named by 1775). 
115 Oxf. Jnl, 13 Oct. 1804; Berks. RO, D/ECG/T40 and /T226; below, Whitchurch, econ. hist. For later 
ownership, The Times, 2 May 1843; OHC, PAR61/9/MS2/1; Henley Standard, 15 Feb. 2016. 
116 PO Dir. Oxon. (1847); OHC, par. reg. transcript; for earlier hist., Berks. RO, R/D110/1; UCA, 
E24/E1/1 and E24/M1/1; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 214.436. 
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the forge and foundry passed to Fletcher’s son Henry (d. 1892), who employed four men and 

an apprentice, and moved the premises to their later site next to Foundry House. His son 

Thomas sold the business in 1903,117 and iron-founding ended soon after, replaced by the 

Cox family’s smithing (and later building and decorating) business.118 Other Victorian 

tradesmen included a builder (Stephen Swain), carpenters, wheelwrights, and 

shoemakers,119 while the Four Horseshoes was joined c.1840−80 by the College Arms 

beerhouse at Kempwood, south of Hook End.120 Bricks and tiles for the new Wyfold Court 

were made in the 1870s at a short-lived kiln north of Neal’s Farm.121 

 

  

 

 

 

 In 1933 the forge was taken over by George Corbishley (a former apprentice 

there),122 who began making hurdles and pig housing for the Pig Breeders’ Supply Co. The 

firm bought the premises on Corbishley’s retirement in 1962, erecting adjacent workshops 

and an office, employing over 20 local people in the 1970s−80s, and manufacturing mainly 

pig shelters until it ceased trading in 2000.123 By 2019 the forge (rebuilt in 2010) was 

occupied by an IT firm and the former office by a dental practice, nearby workshops housing 

two joinery companies,124 and a barn at Wheeler’s Farm a wooden furniture design studio 

                                            
117 TNA, RG 9/883; PO Dir. Oxon. (1869−77 edns); Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883−1903 edns); Check. 
Echoes, 77−8. 
118 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1903−39 edns); Check. scrapbk, p. 71; Check. Echoes, 78. 
119 PO Dir. Oxon. (1847−77 edns); Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1883−99 edns); TNA, RG 9/883; RG 10/1427. 
120 OHC, tithe award and map; TNA, HO 107/882/1; ibid. RG 10/1427. 
121 OS Maps 1:2500, Oxon. LIII.10 (1879 edn); J. Bond et al., Oxon. Brickmakers (1980), 18. 
122 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1931−39 edns); Check. scrapbk, p. 71; Check. Echoes, 78. 
123 Check. scrapbk, pp. 72−3; Checkendon Autumn Leaves scrapbk (1977), in Checkendon Hist. 
Group archive; Reading Mercury, 30 Sept. 1982; Check. Hist. 56; Check. Echoes, 78. For the 
company’s origins, above (since 1800).  
124 www.ripcaster.co.uk; www.bywaysdental.co.uk; www.theridgewayoak.com; 
www.martinleighfield.co.uk (accessed Nov. 2019); Check. Echoes, 80. 

(Left) Checkendon forge, as depicted on an early 20th-century postcard. 
(Right) The village shop c.1955. Source: Checkendon WI scrapbook. 
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and workshop.125 The Four Horseshoes closed in 2013,126 and the village shop (located near 

the recreation ground c.1930−62 and in Whitehall Lane from 1962) in 2016.127 A commercial 

recording studio established at Hook End Manor in the 1970s continued in 2017.128 

 

Milling and Fishing 

 

Littlestoke manor had a riverside watermill by 1086, valued then at 20s. a year, and in 1292 

at 13s. 4d.,129 and apparently known also as South mill.130 In 1398 its weir allegedly flooded 

adjoining meadows and obstructed passing river traffic, for which the manors’ lords were 

presented.131 Edmund Rede leased the mill and its adjoining fishery to Reading abbey in 

1445 for 40s. a year,132 but though a miller was mentioned in 1539 the mill probably became 

disused soon after, and had certainly gone by c.1720.133 ‘Windmill field’, marked on a map of 

1711 near Hammond’s Farm, was a corruption of the name Wymble or Wimble field, and 

probably never contained a windmill.134 

 The fishery adjoining the mill was divided in 1219 between Reading abbey (as lord of 

Cholsey on the Berkshire bank) and the lord of Littlestoke, both parties undertaking to 

confine fish-traps, nets, and boats to their respective side.135 The Littlestoke fishery 

(extending for two furlongs) yielded 3s. profit in 1269−70,136 and in 1445 was let to Reading 

abbey with the mill.137 It remained attached to Littlestoke manor into the 20th century, and 

was often leased,138 in 1784 for £2 a year.139 A separate fishpond at Littlestoke was 

mentioned c.1280.140  

 

                                            
125 www.philipkoomen.co.uk (accessed Nov. 2019). 
126 Henley Standard, 15 Feb. 2016. 
127 Check. scrapbk, pp. 92−3; Autumn Leaves scrapbk; Wallingford & District News, 15 Jun. 1962; 
Check. Hist. 31−2, 35; Check. Echoes, 95−6. 
128 www.recordproduction.com/hook_end_studios.html; www.redsharknews.com/audio/item/4183-
studio-profile-hook-end-manor (both accessed Nov. 2019); Check. Echoes, 69; above, landownership 
(Wyfold). Its future was subsequently uncertain. 
129 DB, f. 160; TNA, C 133/62/5. 
130 R. Peberdy, ‘Navigation on the River Thames between London and Oxford in the Late Middle 
Ages: A Reconsideration’, Oxoniensia 61 (1996), 337−8; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 180.19. 
131 Berks. RO, D/EH/L1; C.T. Flower (ed.), Public Works in Medieval Law, II (Selden Soc. 40), 124−9. 
132 Boarstall Cart. pp. 38–9. 
133 TNA, SC 2/212/19; Berks. RO, D/EB/T13. 
134 Checkendon Ct estate map (1711); cf. Pearman, ‘Notices’, 43; UCA, E24/M1/1 (no. 38). 
135 Reading Cart. II, no. 779; Boarstall Cart. p. 17. 
136 Rot. Hund. II, 779; TNA, SC 6/750/13. Cf. Berks. RO, D/EB/T13, describing it c.1720 as ‘about a 
mile long’. 
137 Boarstall Cart. pp. 38–9. 
138 Berks. RO, D/EB/T13; OHC, SL146/4/D/1; Sale Cat., Littlestoke Estate (1917): copy in Bodl. GA 
Oxon. b 92 (3). 
139 OHC, MM II/24. 
140 Boarstall Cart. p. 21 (vivarium). 


