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Manor Courts and Officers 

 

Checkendon’s manor court was mentioned in 1269−70 (when only one session was held),1 

and continued to administer copyholds until at least 1651.2 No separate courts for Littlestoke 

or Wyfold are known, Littlestoke’s tenants presumably attending Checkendon’s court whilst 

the two manors were held together.3 Holders of Neal’s farm owed suit to Benson’s manor 

court, along with a 10s. annual quitrent.4 

 Inhabitants also owed suit to Ewelme hundred’s courts and annual view of 

frankpledge, not only in Wyfold (which formed a detached part of Ewelme hundred), but also 

in Checkendon and Littlestoke: an arrangement presumably reflecting pre-Conquest links 

with the Benson royal estate.5 By 1296–7 Checkendon and Wyfold respectively paid 3s. and 

12d. cert money at the view,6 and in the 14th and 15th centuries Checkendon’s and 

Littlestoke’s tithingmen made presentments mostly for brewing offences, paying the 3s. cert 

together.7 By 1541 (when hundredal jurisdiction belonged to the honor of Ewelme) a view 

covering several neighbouring places was held at Checkendon itself,8 and by the 1650s both 

Checkendon and Littlestoke tithings belonged to the honor’s Ipsden division, whose view 

(held latterly in various locations including Checkendon) ordered repairs to the Checkendon 

pound in 1712.9 A Wyfold tithingman also attended from 1829 until the views ended in 1847, 

the final court (held in Checkendon’s Four Horseshoes pub) marked by a dinner for 47 

people, and the issuing of seven certificates for exemption from market tolls.10  

 

 

                                            
1 TNA, SC 6/750/13; cf. W. Kennett, Paroch. Antiquities attempted in the History of Ambrosden, 
Burcester [etc.] (1818), II, 245, quoting a 1423 ct. 
2 TNA, C 8/263/77; cf. Pearman, ‘Notices', 44. 
3 Above, landownership. 
4 Rot. Hund. II, 752; TNA, LR2/224, f. 34; above, landownership. 
5 Rot. Hund. II, 42, 764, 779; above, landscape etc. (boundaries); vol. overview (Anglo-Saxon 
settlement; hund. govt). 
6 Cornwall Accts, I, 102; TNA, SC 6/1096/2. 
7 TNA, SC 6/1096/2; SC 2/212/1, 4, 7. 
8 Ibid. SC 2/212/20. 
9 OHC, CH/E/I/i/8; Bodl. MS dd Ewelme Honor d 1−3. 
10 OHC, CH/E VI/1−54; ibid. PAR61/9/MS1/3, ff. 25v.−28v. The Wyfold tithingman’s reappearance 
may reflect the earl of Macclesfield’s reassertion of his hundredal rights (above, vol. overview: hund. 
govt). 
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Parish Government and Officers 

 

Seventeenth-century officers included two churchwardens (mentioned from 1530), two 

overseers of the poor, and at least one constable,11 and by 1839 (the date of the earliest 

surviving vestry minutes) there were also two surveyors of highways,12 whose duties passed 

in 1863 to a waywarden representing the parish on the new Henley Highway Board.13 A 

police constable superseded the parish constable in the 1850s.14 

 The vestry’s civil powers passed under the 1894 Local Government Act to a new 

parish council, whose first chairman was R.F. Duff of Checkendon Court. In 1899 (as lord) 

he entrusted custody of the pound to the council, which in 1904 took action against the 

owner of Hammond’s Farm (H.R. Beeton) for encroaching on it and obstructing a right of 

way. From the 1890s the council also took over the rector’s library and rented various 

recreation grounds, finally purchasing one in 1952.15 Parish boundary changes the same 

year significantly altered the area for which it was responsible.16 The historic parish formed 

part of Henley Poor Law Union from 1834, of Goring Rural District from 1894, of Henley 

Rural District from 1932, and of South Oxfordshire District from 1974.17 

 

                                            
11 Visit. Dioc. Linc. II, 67; TNA, PROB 11/229/536; ibid. C 11/2544/1; Hearth Tax Oxon. 6. For a 1749 
poor rate assessment, OHC, MM II/9. 
12 OHC, PAR61/2/A1/1. 
13 London Gaz. 14 Apr. 1863, p. 2030. 
14 PO Dir. Oxon. (1854); OHC, QS1854/2/L2/15 and 17. 
15 OHC, PC61/A1/1−6; PAR61/10/C/1; above, social hist. (since 1800). 
16 Above, landscape etc. (boundaries). 
17 Youngs, Admin. Units, I, 394; Oxon. Atlas, 144−5. 


