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Chairman’s Letter

There has been good progress with the 
Colwall volume. Alex Craven, an 
experienced researcher with the 
Gloucestershire VCH, took over as 
contributing editor in January and has now 
submitted a first draft to the committee. We 
will submit a final text to the central VCH 
staff in London later in the summer.

Work on Cradley is progressing very well 
indeed. Anastasia has drafted several sections 
for the period after 1550, and Fergus is 
searching the sources for the medieval period. We are most grateful to 
Duncan James for researching the early buildings of Cradley for us. 

Charles Watkins



The range of articles included in this Newsletter both 
highlights the ongoing work of our contributors and 
volunteers on the histories of Colwall and Cradley 
and, in the article on the siege of Hereford in 1264, 
reminds us that the VCH is interested in the whole of 
Herefordshire, even if we are concentrating on the 
Ledbury area for the present. Digging for Victory 
covers the agricultural history of the Second World 
War years. We have again included a copy of the 
accounts and of the Hon Treasurer’s report for the 
year, as we feel these should be circulated as widely 
as possible; both remind us of the importance of 
fund-raising if we are to maintain progress on our histories.

We have long been planning a ‘Red Book’ on the Ledbury area, and that plan became 
a step closer to being realised last month when the central VCH staff in London 
approved our proposal for the book. It will cover the town of Ledbury with the rural 
parishes of Bosbury, Coddington, Colwall, Cradley, Doddington, Eastnor, and 
Mathon. In writing it we will draw on the work done on Ledbury for the England’s 
Past for Everyone project, and on the ‘Shorts’ on Bosbury, Colwall, Cradley and 
Eastnor. The histories of the remaining parishes will have to be researched, and 
further work done on Ledbury, then the whole book will have to be drawn together. 
Our Hon Treasurer has emphasised in his report how important it will be to raise 
the funding for this work.

Our next fund-raising event is the visit to Whitfield Court on Saturday 22 June, 
details of which appear later in this Newsletter. There are still places available on 
what promises to be a fascinating day; get in touch with David Whitehead if you 
would like to come.

Finally, Anastasia is now producing a VCH Herefordshire blog, at 
https://victoriacountyhistoryherefordshireblog.wordpress.com/. Do look at it, as it 
contains some fascinating snippets of Cradley history! If any reader is interested in 
contributing anything on Cradley, or indeed on anything or anywhere else VCH 
Herefordshire-related, please get in touch. Additionally, in furtherance to her article 
later in this newsletter, she is hoping to write an article on womens’ lives in Cradley 
for a peer-reviewed academic journal. Any contributions from research, or any ideas 
or suggestions, can be emailed to her: anastasia.stylianou@nottingham.ac.uk.

Notes from the Editor
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Visit to Whitfield House
Treville Forest, Herefordshire

Whitfield House, lost in the midst of the great royal forest that once separated Wales 
from the city of Hereford, has been the home of the Clive family since the late 18th 
century. We are invited by Mr. and Mrs. Edward Clive to enjoy the ambience of 
their estate with its famous veteran trees, placid pools and verdant parkland, all of 
which provide the setting for the mid-Georgian country house and its delightful 
gardens. We will view the interior of the house and walk the landscape, but first we 
have two talks: one on the house by Edward Clive and one by our Chairman, 
Professor Charles Watkins, on ‘Trees, Art and Landscape History’.

If you wish to come, please send a cheque (for £30 per person) made out to ‘The 
Trust for the VCH Herefordshire’ to David Whitehead, 60 Hafod Road, Hereford 
HR1 1SQ. Please include your address or e-mail so we can contact you. You can 
reach David on 01432 269766 or by e-mail david.whitehead.hafod@care4free.net

The entrance to Whitfield House is on the A465 from Hereford to Abergavenny, on 
the right, just after the turn on the left to Kilpeck, about a mile from Wormbridge. 
It will be marked with a VCH event sign. Follow the drive for two miles for parking.  
For satnavs, the postcode HR2 9DG will take you to the entrance to the drive on the 
A465.

Summer Fund Raising Event
Saturday 22nd June 2019 at 2:00 pm

mailto:david.whitehead.hafod@care4free.net
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The main news is the recent appointment of a new professor who 
will chair the Centre for the History of People, Place and 
Community at the Institute of Historical Research. This is a new 
research centre, which incorporates the VCH as well as the 
Centre for Metropolitan History. Catherine Clarke, formerly Professor of English 
at the University of Southampton, took up the post in February. A specialist in 
medieval language and culture, much of her research has explored intersections 
between place, power and identity in the medieval period, as well as uses of the 
medieval past in later centuries. Her latest book (forthcoming 2019) is on Medieval 
Cityscapes Today, and she is editor of Places and Spaces: Medieval to Modern, a 

series of publications exploring the material and 
imagined landscapes, environments and locales 
through which people in the Middle Ages 
engaged with each other and their surroundings. 
She has led several major projects on medieval 
places and their interpretation today. Her most 
recent project is of particular interest to 
Herefordshire as it was on developing ‘The St 
Thomas Way’: a new heritage route from 
Swansea to Hereford – research inspired by a real 
medieval pilgrimage.

The central editorial staff continue to oversee the 
production of histories. They are pleased to report 
the successful launch of three VCH ‘shorts’. The 
first, for Hampshire villages of Cliddesden, 
Hatch and Farleigh Wallop, by Alison Deveson 

and Sue Lane, is the fourth in the revived Hampshire series and forms another step 
on the long road to Red Books on the town and former hundred of Basingstoke. 
From VCH Middlesex comes the Westminster parish of St Clement Danes, edited 
by Francis Boorman; it concentrates on the period from 1660 to 1900, and includes 
a contribution by Jonathan  Comber. The most recent launch is of the first publication 
from VCH Cumbria whose work encompasses the historic counties of Cumberland, 
Westmorland and that part of Lancashire north of the sands. This ‘short’, Kirkoswald 
and Renwick, by Richard Brockington and Sarah Rose is the first VCH production 
for Cumberland since 1905.

News from the Centre
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The accounts for the year to the end of March (presented on the next page) 
show that the Trust made a loss of just under £4,500; this was due to paying 
our editors for work on Colwall and Cradley. Although it might appear from 
a superficial look that the Trust is in a healthy financial situation with just 
over £45,000 in the bank, once the remaining commitments on our contracts 
for Colwall and Cradley are taken into account, we are likely by the end of 
this calendar year to have less than £20,000 in the bank. 

As is noted elsewhere in this newsletter, we have approval from the Central 
VCH for our proposal for a Red book covering Ledbury and surrounding 
parishes. This work has not been fully costed, but it is likely to require around 
£100,000, so we need to raise £80,000. On our current income, which 
averages about £10,000 a year, raising this money would take at least eight 
years, delaying publication to around 2028.

Obviously, we would like the book to come out sooner than this, so we need 
to substantially increase our fund-raising efforts. The slower the fund-raising 
progress, the more likely it is we will need to use several different professional 
historians for different parishes or for different periods of the histories. Such 
multiple authorship will slow progress, as each contractor will need to learn 
the VCH methods of research and writing, and it will increase the risk of 
errors creeping in as work is passed from one researcher to another.

Now that the area of the Red Book has been agreed, a revised VCH 
Herefordshire leaflet should be out in the next few months, which will 
hopefully help in fundraising. Meanwhile donations of any size would be 
much appreciated to help maintain our current impetus, which I suspect is 
greater than it has ever been, with both Colwall and Cradley hopefully being 
published by the end of 2020.

Donations please, including requests for Standing Order forms, to 
Jonathan Comber 49 Old Hollow Malvern WR14 4NP 
or Jonathan.Comber@easynet.co.uk

Report from the Treasurer

mailto:Jonathan.Comber@easynet.co.uk


THE VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORY OF HEREFORDSHIRE
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2019

Y/E 
31/3/19 

Y/E 
31/3/18

INCOME 

Grants and Donations 9,135 4,490
Gift Aid Tax Recovery 1,134 1,769
Interest 17 124
Sale of Publications 294 439
Fund Raising Events including talk 
fees 1,545 1,046

Total Income £12,125 £7,868

EXPENDITURE

Research Fees 15,940 4,281
Travel and Other Direct Costs 67 0
Stationery and Sundry 216 201
Website 0 0
Job Advert 245 0
Archaeological research 0 1,500
Books 144 140

Total Expenditure £16,612 £6,122

(LOSS)/SURPLUS -£4,487 £1,746

FUNDS AT 1st April 2018 49,784 48,038
FUNDS AT 31st March 2019 45,297 49,784

REPRESENTED BY CASH AT BANK 45,297 49,784
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One of the problems facing the writer of a parish history is the need for context. It is 
all very well to report the value of a Victorian rector’s stipend, the size of the largest 
estates in 1913, or the foundation year of a village school, but the reader can rightfully 
be expected to think ‘so what?’. Without some form of comparison with similar 
information at a national, county or neighbouring parish level, she or he will usually 
have little idea of the significance of the material in question.
Recent and ongoing research by VCH staff and volunteers in Colwall and Cradley 
parishes  provides an interesting comparison between what might be regarded as an 
exceptional case (Colwall) and a more normal one (Cradley). In many ways they are 
similar, of course, both being large parishes at similar distances from the rapidly-
growing Victorian town of Malvern. Yet, while the railway arrived in Colwall in 1861, 
heralding the development of a number of commercial and recreational activities over 
the next half century, Cradley had only the Worcester-Bromyard turnpike road to 
provide access further afield. In addition, while Colwall’s magnificent scenery and 
spring water began to attract a growing population that included many wealthy 
households and retinues of servants, Cradley’s more subtle rural landscape registered 
a decline in residential numbers.
Much of the evidence for what appear to be contrasting nineteenth-century histories 
can be found by comparing the occupational data for the two parishes as recorded by 
the census enumerators in 1851 and 1901. This source of information is not ideal, 
however, particularly with regard to females whose occupations are often described 
as ‘farmer’s wife’, clergyman’s daughter’, ‘agricultural labourer’s wife’, ‘teacher’s 
daughter’, etc. It is likely that in many such cases the wife or daughter concerned 
actually contributed to the work of the farm, parish, or school, but a further 
complicating factor is that this sort of designation tended to be far less common by 
1901 than it had been hitherto. For the purposes of this article, therefore, only women 
described as farm workers in their own right have been included in the tables. An 
additional complication is that some enumerators used the term ‘general labourer’ 
without specifying the industry or tasks involved. Thus in 1851, whereas three of 
Cradley’s four officials used the term ‘agricultural’ or ‘farm labourer’, the fourth used 
the more general designation. Careful examination of the data suggests that all 
‘generals’ in 1851 and 1901 can be safely added to the farm worker category, but this 
is not necessarily true elsewhere.
Tables of figures for Cradley’s male and female occupations between 1851 and 1901 
have been compiled, counting men with two occupations as 0.5 in each category and 
excluding data for the North Hill district (which was part of Cradley in 1851 but which 
had become part of West Malvern by 1901). The numbers make it immediately 
apparent that, whereas Colwall’s total of working men increased by two-thirds, the 
Cradley number – like much of rural England – declined by 21 per cent. About 

A Tale of Two Parishes
Occupational Change in Colwall and Cradley, 1851-1901
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two-thirds of male employment in both parishes in 1851 had been directly in 
agriculture, and both experienced heavy job losses in this sector. At a national level 
this decline in the farm workforce has been ascribed to a combination of factors: the 
decline in prices following a rise in imports from the ‘new world’, a gradual increase 
in mechanisation on the farm, and the higher wages that attracted rural folk to the 
rapidly-growing Victorian cities. In Colwall, however, the loss of nearly 80 farm-
based jobs was more than compensated for by the growth of other sectors. In 
manufacturing, for example, the brewery, vinegar works and mineral water bottling 
plant were important new ventures, while the railway created a need for station, signal 
and track maintenance workers. The arrival of wealthy in-migrants created jobs in 
construction and domestic service while also adding to the list of those in professional 
practice.
In Cradley the range of off-farm occupations was so severely limited that, despite 
heavy job losses, the agricultural sector in 1901 retained over 60 per cent of the total 
male workforce. Manufacturing, only seen in the form of traditional ‘cottage’ trades 
like shoemaking and tailoring, declined markedly too. Most other sectors grew very 
slowly, often in response to national developments in policing, compulsory schooling 
or the Post Office.
A similar situation applied to female occupations. The number of agricultural workers, 
for example, fell by nearly 60 per cent, yet the sector actually increased in terms of 
its relative importance! The decline in ‘cottage industries’ was catastrophic, however, 
with a massive loss of 144 jobs in glove making arising from foreign competition and 
the tendency of Worcester firms to take on more sewing work ‘in house’. Colwall 
gloveresses were similarly affected, but their number in 1851 was less significant. 
Moreover, while the dressmaking trade in Colwall appears to have grown in relation 
to a rising and more affluent population, that of Cradley suffered from declining local 
demand. The same patterns can be seen with respect to jobs in the few local shops 
and in domestic service. Only public services showed any modest signs of growth, 
albeit in more aspirational occupations.
By comparing mid- and late-Victorian occupational structures in Colwall and Cradley, 
the local historian is made acutely aware of the exceptional nature of the former’s 
economy. The coming of the railway is an obvious factor in its metamorphosis, but 
one that unlocked the potential residential and recreational use of the Malvern Hills 
environment and fostered the development of local entrepreneurship. Employment 
growth occurred despite the heavy loss of jobs in agriculture. Cradley’s must have 
been the more normal experience of Herefordshire parishes,where a cycle of 
agricultural decline, the collapse of some important cottage industries and net 
outmigration led to, at best, the relative stagnation of local services.
 
Tables and sources are presented on following pages; these pages are not included in the page numbering.

John Fagg



Table 1. Male Occupations in Cradley in 1851 & 1901
Industry Group Occupation 1851 1901 Change
  No. % No. % No. %
Agriculture  334.5 67.6 243 62.1 -91.5 -5.5
 Farmers, Farmers' Sons & Bailiffs 54.5 11 49 12.5 -5.5 1.5
 Farm Labourers (inc.Wagoners) 275 55.6 183 46.8 -92 -8.8
 Other land-based manual workers 5 1 11 2.8 6 1.8
Extractive  8 1.6 10 2.6 2 1
 Quarrymen 8 1.6 10 2.6 2 1
Manufacturing  61.5 12.4 23 5.9 -38.5 -6.5
 Blacksmiths & Wheelwrights 15.5 3.1 17 4.3 1.5 1.2
 Shoemakers & Tailors 24 4.9 4 1 -20 -3.9
 Millers 5 1 2 0.5 -3 -0.5
 Other Manufacturing Trades 17 3.4 0 0 -17 -3.4
Construction  43 8.7 47 12 4 3.3
 Bricklayers, Builders & their Labourers 16 3.2 23 5.9 7 2.7
 Carpenters and Sawyers 14 2.8 17 4.3 3 1.5
 Stone Masons & Cutters 10 2 4 1 6 -1
 Other Construction Workers 3 0.6 3 0.8 0 0.2
Distribution  8 1.6 12.5 3.2 4.5 1.6
 Butchers & Bakers 3 0.6 7.5 1.9 4.5 1.3
 Grocers & Other Shop Workers 5 1 5 1.3 0 0.3
Transport  4 0.8 5.5 1.4 1.5 0.6
 Carters(off farm), Cab & Stable Staff 4 0.8 5.5 1.4 1.5 0.6
 Public & Professionals.  4.5 0.9 13 3.3 8.5 2.4
 Teachers 1 0.2 6 1.5 5 1.3
 Clergy & Other Professionals 3 0.6 3 0.8 0 0.2
   Police & Post Office Workers 0.5 0.1 4 1 3.5 0.9
House Servants  15 3 17 4.3 2 2
 Butlers, Coachmen, Grooms, etc 11 2.2 6.5 1.7 -4.5 -0.5
 Gardeners 4 0.8 10.5 2.7 6.5 1.9
Hospitality  3 0.6 3 0.8 0 0.2
 Publicans, Innkeepers & their Staff 3 0.6 3 0.8 0 0.2
Other  13 2.6 17 4.3 4 1.7
 Labourers not elsewhere specified 7 1.4 5 1.3 -2 -0.1
 Roadmen 4 0.8 9 2.3 5 1.5
 Other, non-manual workers 2 0.4 3 0.8 1 0.4
  
Total All Occupations 494.5 100* 391 100* -104 0
* Does not add up due to rounding



Table 2. Female Occupations in Cradley in 1851 & 1901
Industry 
Group

Occupation 1851 1901 Change

  No. % No. % No. % Points
Agriculture  48 16.2 20 19.4 -28 3.2
 Farmers 3 1 4 3.9 1 2.9
 Farm Labourers (inc.Wagoners) 45 15.2 16 15.5 -29 0.3
Manufacturing  183 61.9 18 17.5 -165 -44.4
 Drerssmaker, Needlewomen, etc 25 8.5 11 10.7 -14 2.2
 Glove Makers 151 51.1 7 6.8 -144 -44.3
 Other Crafts 7 2.4 0 0 -7 -2.4
Distribution  6.5 2.2 6 5.8 -0.5 3.6
 Butchers & Bakers 0 0 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
 Grocers & Other Shop Workers 6 2 4.5 4.4 -1.5 2.4
 Hawkers, Market Women 0.5 0.2 1 1 0.5 0.8
Public & Profl.  4 1.4 8.5 8.3 4.5 6.9
 Teachers 2 0.7 5 4.9 3 4.2
 Nurses & Midwives 0 0 2 1.9 2 1.9
   Post Office Workers 2 0.7 1.5 1.5 -0.5 0.8
Servants , etc  53 17.9 46 44.7 -7 26.8
 Domestic Servants 44 14.9 38 36.9 -6 22
 Laundresses & Washerwomen 6 2 6 5.8 0 3.8
 Charwomen 3 1 2 1.9 -1 0.9
Hospitality  1 0.3 2.5 2.4 1.5 2.1
 Publicans, Innkeepers & their Staff 1 0.3 2.5 2.4 1.5 2.1
Other  0 0 2 1.9 2 1.9
 Other, non-manual workers 0 0 2 1.9 2 1.9
        
Total All Occupations 295.

5
100* 103 100 -192.5 0

* Does not add up due to rounding

Sources include: Census Enumerators’ Books for Colwall and Cradley parishes in 1851 and 1901, accessed via 
Ancestry.com;  E. Higgs, Making Sense of the Census (London, 1989); D. C Lyes, The Leather Glove Industry 
of Worcester in the Nineteenth Century (Worcester, 1973); P. J. Perry, British Farming in the Great Depression 
(Newton Abbot, 1974); J. Saville, Rural Depopulation in England and Wales 1851-1951 (London, 1957).
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There are two fascinating drawings by the Irish painter John James Barralet 
(1747-1815) in the Paul Mellon Collection of the Yale Center for British Art at New 
Haven, Connecticut (http://collections.britishart.yale.edu/vufind/). Anne Crookshank 
in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography notes that Barralet was born in Dublin 
and started specialising in landscapes from an early age. He was recognised as being 
skilled at drawing figures and trees. He moved to London in 1770 living for a time at 
Golden Square, and then Pall Mall. He exhibited at the Royal Academy between 1770 
and 1776 and became a fellow of the Society of Artists in 1777. He moved back to 
Dublin in 1779 staying there until 1795 when he moved to Philadelphia, USA, were 
he remained for the rest of his life. 
Neither of the two drawings of Ledbury is dated, but it is likely that they were made 
in the 1770s while Barralet was living in England. They are both drawn in pen and 
black ink with a light grey wash on cream paper. The spire of Ledbury Church is a 
focal point in both drawings. This had been built in 1732-3 and so was only about 40 
years old when the drawings were made. 
One view is taken from Ledbury Park which was then known as New House Park and 
owned by Michael Biddulph from 1772 to 1800. The view is from the south and today 

it is largely obscured by the housing in Horse Lane Orchard. The spire and upper stage 
of the tower are accurately depicted; housing hidden by foliage is hinted at to the left 
of the church. The drawing shows an artist seated on a tree stump with a companion 
lying on the ground with his dog. The park palings are depicted clearly and a row of 
hurdles divides the park. Deer are lying down in the foreground and running across 

Two landscape drawings of Ledbury from the 1770s

Landscape with Ledbury Church Spire - /Record/3647066

http://collections.britishart.yale.edu/vufind/)


running across the park from left to right in the mid distance. The trees in the park 
could well be elms which have been 
regularly cropped causing their columnar 
form. This was a practice hated by the 
Herefordshire picturesque theorist Uvedale 
Price who wrote in the Annals of Agriculture 
in 1786 that such stripping was ‘pernicious’ 
and ‘disfiguring’.
The second view shows the approach to 
Ledbury from the Ross road. The viewpoint 
is not far from the present day entrance to 
the Ledbury Co-op carpark in New Street. 
The view shows a man driving a two-
wheeled cart towards the town accompanied 
by a man and a dog. The road is fenced with 
wooden palings. The spire of the church 
dominates the view with Dog Hill Wood in 
the background. Various buildings are 
indicated by their chimneys, but most of the 
town is lost by the foreshortening. One row 
of half-timbered cottages has a steep 
thatched roof with dormer windows. Both 
these views provide valuable insights into the appearance and layout of Ledbury in 
the late 18th century. 

Charles Watkins

Ledbury Church and Village – /Record/3647060

Brian Smith: A Memoir of his VCH work
After a long career in archives, culminating in service as Secretary to the Royal 
Commission on Historical Manuscripts from 1982 to 1992, Brian Smith retired to 
Vowchurch Common, and was soon integrated into the local antiquarian world via 
the Committee of the Friends of the Hereford Record Office and the Woolhope Club. 
When, in 1994, I was seeking support from prominent local figures and institutions 
to set up a steering committee for a Herefordshire VCH, Brian was one of the notables 
on my list. As a Birmingham post-graduate student I had spent a lot of time in the 
Worcester Record Office, where Brian had once been an archivist. I also knew him 
as the author of the History of Malvern – a model local history. In March 1995 Brian 
responded positively to my letter, reminding me that he had spent twelve years on the 
VCH central committee at London University and earlier had contributed to a 
Staffordshire volume.

- 11 -
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It seemed that I had struck gold. We met several times in the Orange Tree pub in King 
Street where we drew up lists, looked at the Herefordshire hundreds and read the 
constitutions of other VCH trusts. In July 1995 we called together our steering 
committee, which contained representatives from Keele, Birmingham and Warwick 
universities, a cohort of local historians and archaeologists and a prominent councillor, 
Basil Baldwin, who helped obtain a priming grant of £1000 from the county council. 
We were being taken seriously, and Brian was our obvious chairman. Our first 
objective, like that of some other recently founded county trusts, was to seek a Heritage 
Lottery award. With unwarranted confidence we sought £240,000 for a four-year 
project to produce the history of Hereford city. Brian and I laboured over the detail 
of the application for several weeks. Of course, it failed but it helped develop a 
dialogue between the Lottery and the central VCH out of which eventually emerged 
the ‘England’s Past for Everyone’ (EPE) project. Our steering committee continued 
to meet, but we were now directed by representatives from the VCH central office. 
We inaugurated a newsletter, began collecting subscriptions, held an occasional public 
lecture, and made contact with Gloucestershire University and with the 
Gloucestershire VCH team then working just over the border around Newent and in 
the Forest of Dean. We decided that we would start our Herefordshire research in the 
Ledbury area, which was close to Gloucestershire.

In 1997 Brian decided that it was time to make the steering committee permanent and 
launch the Herefordshire VCH Trust. We found patrons: I remember driving Brian 
out to Gatley Park to beard Sir Thomas Dunne, the Lord Lieutenant, in his home. He 
was very hospitable and added lustre to our notepaper. We organised two events: a 
launch party for the great and good – and potential subscribers – in the Bishop’s Palace 
with Sir Roy Strong as our guest speaker, and a local history event for the general 
public in the Town Hall, which celebrated the work of some of earlier Hereford 
historians such as Alfred Watkins and F.C. Morgan.

With the Trust firmly founded and registered with the Charity Commission we went 
on the offensive to raise funds. By the middle of 1998 we had pledges and income 
amounting to £4000 a year; Herefordshire Council had offered office accommodation, 
and we were firmly integrated into the central VCH Lottery application.  Brian’s very 
creditable reputation in London paid dividends and put the Herefordshire VCH Trust 
firmly on the map. Nevertheless, there were many frustrations and dead ends. Local 
history was well below most people’s charitable horizons. EPE was endlessly delayed, 
but the Lottery award was finally made in 2005. Sylvia Pinches was appointed as 
Team Leader for Herefordshire, and work on the two Ledbury books (published in 
2009 and 2010) started. Brian continued as chairman for two more years, supporting 
Sylvia and the volunteers, and continuing work to secure the future of the 
Herefordshire VCH after the end of the EPE funding in 2009. When he retired in 
2007, after 10 years as chairman, he left an established Herefordshire VCH.

David Whitehead
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Men necessarily dominate the sections of the VCH Short on landownership, economy, 
society, religion, and politics in Cradley. Most of the surviving sources primarily 
relate to men and they held most of the positions of power. I thought it would be an 
interesting counterbalance, therefore, to write this short piece on women. Often we 
can only see women in our Cradley sources when they were unusual in some way, 
and the further back in time we go the more true this is. Thus, trying to piece together 
the history of women’s lives in Cradley is like having only some scattered pieces of 
a jigsaw.
For the early modern period, legal sources supply us with much of our information 
about women’s lives in rural parishes. Of these, wills and inventories comprise one 
of the largest sources bases. However, their limitations must be recognised: the poorer 
an individual was, the less likely they were to make a will, meaning wills provide 
limited insight into the lives of women scraping a living at the lower levels of society. 
Similarly, inventories were usually only taken upon the property of wealthy 
individuals. Nevertheless, in the corpus of Cradley’s wills and inventories, women 
regularly feature in two important ways. 
First, some wills were by women; these were most often wealthy widows. Similarly, 
inventories were sometimes taken upon the property of wealthy widows or single 
women upon their deaths. These paint quite a vivid picture. An inventory done on 
the property of Eleanor Stowers upon her death in 1681 recorded that her goods 
(excluding the value of her house and land, but including furniture) were worth a 
total of £117 17s 4d. The rooms in her house listed in the inventory are: hall, buttery, 
kitchen, room above the kitchen, solar above the buttery, and solar above the hall. 
She owned china, brass, pewter, iron, turned and treenware [wooden dishes], and 
earthenware ‘of all sort’, and a multitude of farming equipment, including ‘tack of 
team’ and a cider mill. She had grains of various sorts on the ground, in the barn, and 
in the house, as well as lumber. Her livestock included poultry of all sorts, and 44 
farm animals: oxen, cows, sheep and pigs; she also had a horse, with gear, bridle, 
and saddle.
Secondly, many wills left bequests to women – most often wives and daughters, but 
also stepdaughters, maidservants, godchildren, neighbours, and occasionally local 
poor women. To take a few interesting, and more unusual, examples: in 1539, William 
Bolocke left 20d to the brethren and sisters of Ann, his daughter by adoption. In 1546, 
Margery Tomes left a poor woman named Elinor a petticoat. The property Richard 
Fawke the younger of Mathon left to his wife Amy, in 1661, included two ‘waterborne 
mills’ in Cradley. In his will of 1772, Richard Chambers left to his daughter Mary 
£3000 plus a dowry for when she came to marry, and added, sternly, that if his son 
Richard should keep a pack of hounds or beagles, or run a horse or mare in a race, 
then the estate called Whitbourne Court should also go to Mary. 

Women in Early Modern Cradley



- 14 -

Wills also provide a limited insight into women’s literacy in Cradley. For much of 
the 16th and 17th century, even wills by wealthy women in the parish are signed 
simply with ‘her mark’, which is sometimes a shaky letter and other times simply a 
symbol such as a cross. This does not, of course, imply that these women could not 
read; scholars have demonstrated that far more people could read than write in this 
period. Female literacy steadily increased during this period, and this is reflected in 
the Cradley wills and related documents; towards 
the end of the 17th century we see more women 
able to sign their own name. This does not 
necessarily mean that they could write much more 
than their name, as scholarship again reminds us, 
but it indicates a possibility that they could, 
especially when their signatures were well-
formed. For example, see the signatures right of 
Elinor and Izabella Pichard, who signed a Condition of Obligation in 1671 in which 
Elinor agreed to pay any debts her deceased mother Dorothy had, and to have an 
inventory made of her mother’s possessions.

We find elite early modern women in other legal sources relating to ownership of 
land and property, including inheritance-related indentures and court cases. For 
example, during the 17th century, Cradley manor was in the hands of the Hill family. 
When Richard Hill died c.1680 he left the manor to his daughter Alethea. It was 
through Alethea that the manor became the property of the Cotton family, as she had 
married John Cotton. Alethea evidently had a reasonable portfolio of property. She 
(along with her sister Susanna) also inherited from their father the Worcestershire 
manor of Brace’s Leigh. Additionally, in 1694 she (by then widowed) and Robert 
Cotton (probably her son) were the plaintiffs in a court case against Charles 
Dowdeswell and five members of the Berkeley family, in the Court of Chancery, 
concerning property in Cradley and Evesbach. 

Additionally, we find not only men but also women in documentation concerning 
charitable enterprises and their founders. In Cradley, the women who founded or 
co-founded small scale charities were generally not of gentry status, but rather the 
wives or widows of well-off craftsmen or yeomanry. For example, in 1718 an 
indenture arranged that, after the death of Emma Watkins (wife of John Watkins, a 
carpenter), the rent (currently 20s) of the messuage, lands and hereditaments 
mentioned in the indenture should be used for good causes. These included the 
distribution of 2d loaves of wholesome wheaten bread at the porch of the parish 
church between 11 a.m. and 12 noon upon the feasts of the Annunciation (25 March), 
St Andrew the Apostle (30 November), Easter Eve, and the Sunday after the Feast 
of St Thomas the Apostle (21 December). The charity survived into the 19th century; 
by 1837, the rent was being taken from an estate called the Nills, and the Rectors 
and Churchwardens were the Trustees of the charity.  

Anastasia Stylianou 
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A Legal Account of the Royalist Attack on Hereford 
10-11 November 1264

The Barons’ War of the 1260s remains perhaps one of the most poorly known civil 
wars in post-Conquest English history. At most, people are likely to remember the 
names of Simon de Montfort, and the battles of Lewes and Evesham. Beyond that 
though, knowledge of the conflict remains sketchy, even amongst many 13th-century 
specialists. It is therefore not terribly surprising that many of the war’s details remain 
very obscure, and the royalist assault on the city of Hereford on the 10 and 11 
November 1264 is no exception.

Hereford would play an important role in the war at regular points over its course. 
The city and its castle were a major royal bastion in the region and it had often served 
as a muster point for Henry III’s campaigns into Wales. After Simon de Montfort’s 
unexpected victory at the Battle of Lewes on 14 May 1264 and the subsequent capture 
of Henry, Hereford’s castle passed into the hands of Montfort’s supporters. The 
region west of the Severn, however, was a hotbed of royalist resistance, spearheaded 
by many of the great marcher lords such as Roger Mortimer of Wigmore. In the mid 
autumn, a fresh round of major fighting broke out. In what appears to have been a 
co-ordinated campaign, the royalists launched a series of attacks to secure the line 
of the Severn against Montfort and his forces and to remove his supporters from their 
rear. It was in this context then that in early November a large force was reportedly 
assembled in Shropshire comprising the retinues of fourteen men of knightly rank 
or greater, including magnates such as Roger Mortimer, Roger Clifford and Roger 
Leybourne, as well as the posse of Shropshire and a contingent of men raised from 
the Liberty of the prior of Leominster. Together, the ‘great army’ marched on 
Hereford, arriving on the eve of the Feast of St. Martin (10 November) with ‘banners 
displayed’. 

The Barons’ War is special in that it is the first English civil war for which we actually 
have a reasonably substantial quantity of surviving legal and financial accounts. It 
is only because an inquiry (printed in Calendar of Inquisitions Miscellaneous, vol i, 
no.291) was launched on 8 February 1265 into ‘robberies and other trespasses’ that 
we actually have details of what happened at Hereford. The inquiry’s purpose was 
to catalogue the damage caused during the attack and to name the alleged 
perpetrators. The result is a surprisingly detailed narrative account of events, which, 
perhaps unsurprisingly, concentrates heavily on the losses suffered by the bishop, 
the dean and chapter and several of the minor religious houses in the area. 

The damage to Hereford began before the army even arrived. The citizens of Hereford 
reportedly seized land and threw down houses in order to ‘widen the ditch, which 
was to the great improvement of the city’. In their efforts to deepen the ditch, the 
complaint went, they threw earth onto the bishop of Hereford’s land, and ‘pulled 
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the complaint went, they threw earth onto the bishop of Hereford’s land, and ‘pulled 
down part of the mill-pond because it was on the town ditch’. The citizens and castle 
garrison then burned ‘certain houses in the suburbs which hindered the defence’. 
From the gate of St. Nicholas to ‘Thithene’ they threw down houses ‘to the damage 
of one tenant of the bishop and tenants of the king’. Between the gates of ‘Thithene’ 
and Widemarsh ‘for the same cause’ they pulled down the ‘Prior of St. Guthlac’s 
mill and two houses of the bishop’s fee’ and the mill house of a clerk. On the night 
of the royalist army’s arrival the keepers of the castle dispatched men to burn down 
eight houses on ‘Bithebroke Street’ belonging to the dean and chapter, and the prior 
of St. Guthlac’s mill. The mill was burned ‘because by it the enemy could cause them 
much annoyance’, probably since by its height archers could threaten the walls, as 
were the houses because they were ‘an annoyance to the castle and city.’

The damage only increased with the arrival of the royalist army. From the first hour 
of the day until night the royalist army launched a ‘grievous assault’ on the city. No 
casualties are mentioned, but the inquiry focussed only on property. At the same time 
a raiding party crossed the Wye and plundered ‘Neothere Bullyghope, Putestone, 
Hyneton’, ‘Luttele and Topesle’ among other locations, including the Leper house 
of St. Giles. They then returned to the army ‘with their spoil’. That night the royalists 
withdrew to the priory of Hereford and the remaining suburbs, wasting all the goods 
in the priory in the process. In the morning they ‘cried the assault’ once more and 
continued the attack until the ‘third hour’. As with the previous day, however, the 
royalists apparently failed to breach the walls. Instead they ‘cast fire’ on the suburb 
of ‘Bissopstrete’ burning all of it, to the ‘great loss’ of various owners, including the 
king, the bishop and the prior of St. Guthlac. Another mill of the prior was burned 
as was the house of Aylmeston ‘to the damage of the bishop and chapter’.

The inquiry’s account ends somewhat abruptly here, with the jury noting that citizens 
of Hereford had also been accused of committing trespasses against men of the bishop 
and dean and chapter, ‘but how, the jury know not’. The royalist army presumably 
withdrew later that day. It does not seem that they had come equipped for a prolonged 
siege, and Hereford’s defences and defenders had proved up to the challenge of 
resisting direct assaults. If the February inquiry yielded any restitution for the victims, 
records have not survived. The chances though are poor. In May 1265, Henry III’s 
heir, the Lord Edward escaped Montfort’s clutches at Hereford. On 4 August 1265, 
Edward’s army, including many of the men who had attacked Hereford the year 
before, cornered Montfort at Evesham and destroyed his force. Mortimer allegedly 
had Montfort’s severed head paraded on a spear back to Wigmore to present to his 
wife. Thereafter, the chances of successfully acquiring restitution would have become 
negligible. 

The inquiry provides a remarkably detailed insight into an event which is otherwise 
unrecorded by chroniclers. We should perhaps be grateful for the combination of the 
careful record keeping of Hereford’s religious institutions as well as the moment of 
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Digging for victory was a major mantra of the Second World War and for good 
reason. In late 1916 and early 1917 the successful German submarine campaign had 
brought Britain to the verge of starvation and consequent surrender. Yet in 1939 
imports accounted for some 50 per cent of all food, and the true dependence was 
much higher as the supposedly home produced dairy, beef, pigs,  and poultry were 
dependent upon imported animal feed.  In total some two thirds of the calorific value 
of food was imported. Over one third of the peace-time merchant cargo tonnage was 
of food. British agriculture was in the doldrums. Despite a half-hearted campaign in 
the late 1930s, the proportion of land under arable had never been lower with only 
28 per cent of all land under tillage in 1939. Chamberlain, always dependable for an 
inappropriate comment, stated in 1938 that ‘the idea that we can be starved in wartime 
seems to me utterly entirely fallacious.  We can depend upon the Royal Navy and 
Merchant Marine to keep open our trade routes and enable us to import our food and 
raw materials indefinitely’.  

Herefordshire Farming in the Second World War

careful record keeping of Hereford’s religious institutions as well as the moment of 
comparative calm in the first months of 1265 which allowed the Montfortian 
government’s inquiry to take place and for this record to be made. 

Hereford's Defences c.1264

Fergus Eskola-Oakes
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Fortunately others had thought differently. The day war was declared a fully 
functioning Ministry of Food emerged from the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 
Its structure followed the 1936 blueprint provided by that great administrator Lord 
Beveridge. It was to reduce through rationing consumption of meat, fats and sugar 
whilst increasing consumption of bread, other cereals, potatoes and vegetables, all 
unrationed. These bulky products needed to be produced in Britain. 

Essential to the achievement of this were the County War Agricultural Executive 
Committees (CWAECs) which were resurrected at the same time with legal 
responsibility for all agricultural land.  Their success in such a transformation is one 
of the achievements of the Second World War. It implied a radical programme of 
ploughing land for the necessary arable crops, especially cereals and selected root 
crops notably potatoes and sugar beet. By 1943 the proportion of land under tillage 
had risen to 11.5 million acres or some 47 per cent of agricultural land. No less than 
3 ½ million acres had been ploughed up. Arable is much more labour-intensive than 
grassland and the labour supplies had to be found for this in wartime. 

The documents spawned by the CWAECs provide a rich source for the historian and 
were much used in my book Three Centuries of East Herefordshire farms and 
families. (2018, ISBN 978-0-9564455-2.0). Of special importance here is The 
National Farm Survey 1941 – 1943 which covered all holdings of five or more acres. 
The individual survey forms, together with the 1941 annual  Agricultural Census and 
other selected documents, lie in the national archives, still in their original folders 
and arranged by parish. Associated with them are detailed maps. Separately preserved 
are individual minutes of subcommittees. These provide an insight into the difficult, 
and sometimes amusing, problems encountered in achieving this ambitious aim.

What emerges for Herefordshire is the extraordinary rural nature of the county. Work 
on most Herefordshire farms had little changed from the late 19th century. On average 
30 per cent of all farms in England had access to electricity; in Herefordshire it was 
a mere 14 per cent.  Only 3 of the 13 parishes of East Herefordshire covered in my 
book were connected to the mains grid and not all farms there could afford to be so 
attached. A number of the larger hop farms elsewhere had installed their own 
generators, but these often only provided light to the farmhouse itself. The proportion 
of farms with piped water was similarly low.

Even more than in the country as a whole, Herefordshire was dependent for farm 
work upon its skilled, though underpaid, farmworkers and horses. As late as 1942 – 
the first year for which county figures are available – there were only 1000 tractors 
in the county and at least half of these were wartime purchases. Although by 1942 
the larger farms in East Herefordshire had a tractor, all except one of the 36 farms 
had farm horses and the largest farms substantial numbers. Thinghill Court 
Withington, one of the most progressive with its 500 acres, had no less than 16 farm 
horses.  
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Although the decennial censuses indicate declining agricultural employment in 
Herefordshire over the hundred years from 1851, the number of farm workers 
recorded on the 36 farms in the agricultural census of 1941 was very similar to the 
numbers recorded in the 1851 population census. The acreage, too, was often very 
much the same and sometimes the size of the fields was not dissimilar from that 
shown in the tithe maps.  The 1851 East Herefordshire farmer would probably have 
recognised his farm in 1941. 

Despite these constraints, Herefordshire succeeded in increasing the area under tillage 
by a remarkable 57,000 acres between 1939 and 1941 and by a further 41,000 acres 
between 1941 and 1944, and this at a time when a team of horses could plough on 
average one acre per day and even a tractor only around five acres.  The ploughing 
programme needed skilled tractor drivers. The minutes to the Machinery sub-
committee show that the CWAEC tractor drivers proved unreliable. Early on they 
were writing their own timesheets. The subcommittee was surprised, but delighted, 
in April 1941 to discover that some WLA girls had successfully passed the training 
for tractor drivers.

The hand harvesting of potatoes is backbreaking as well as labour-intensive. The 
acreage increased from 1000 acres in 1939 to 8000 acres in 1944. For potato 
harvesting, as well as for orchard fruits and hops, Herefordshire Council favoured 
contribution by schoolchildren. In February 1940 the Education Sub-committee of 
the County Council approved the release from school of boys aged 12 or more and 
‘well grown’ girls of 13 to assist with the harvest. A withering letter from the Ministry 
of Education read to the County Council in July 1940 stated that when the government 
required the work of children they would pass the necessary legislation. Meanwhile 
if Herefordshire went ahead they would cut the education grant. However the county 
does seem to have regularly broken this law. In November 1941 a letter signed 
‘Credo’ wrote of ‘the plight of young children out in the field in late October working 
6 to 7 hours a day’. The writer deplored the fact that ‘the loudest and most forcible 
supporters of this state of affairs were Magistrates’.

War conditions could uncover sensational scandals. In July 1941 Alderman Lambert, 
the Chairman of Herefordshire County Council, was found guilty of defrauding the 
Milk Marketing Board of £846 16s 11d and was sent to prison. The County Council 
rose to the occasion. In its subsequent meeting they unanimously approved a 
resolution by Alderman Hawkins of Thinghill Court thanking Alderman Lambert for 
his dedicated work over the years and postponed to the next session the awkward 
question of his replacement as chairman. Jean Ila Currie
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