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Chairman’s Letter
Like most organisations and societies, our activities 
have been limited in recent weeks by the lockdown 
associated with Covid-19. But there has been 
considerable progress. The proofs of the history of 
Colwall have been corrected and finalised and sent 
off the publishers. So we look forward very much 
indeed to seeing the printed and online versions later 
in the year. In addition, the writing of the history of 
Cradley is nearing completion, and this will be 
published in 2021. The focus of activity now moves 
to the remaining parishes for the Ledbury area Red 
Book – Coddington, Donnington and Mathon – with 
research in its early stages. 

As usual, despite some initial worries aggravated by the Covid-19 situation, copy has 
appeared, enabling us to send out what I think you will find a very interesting newsletter. 
We have articles from Fergus (now in Luxembourg) and Anastasia (now at the University 
of East Anglia), also from Valerie Goodbury and our chairman Charles Watkins. 
Anastasia, working on Anglo-Greek relations in the early modern period, has found a 
Greek connection in her work on the early to mid-17th-century Berkeley lords of the 
Cradley manor. Fergus has discovered a hitherto unknown medieval manor in Cradley 
– The Barrow. Valerie’s reference to the gloving industry at Woodstock in Oxfordshire 
reminded me of my time on the Oxfordshire VCH when I worked on several of the 
villages near Woodstock (published in VCH Oxfordshire vol. xii) and noted the large 
numbers of women employed as gloveresses there in the mid-19th century. Charles’s 

Charles Watkins

Notes from the Editor
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article gives us details of the artist Dame Laura Knight’s 
time in Colwall. There is even material left over for the 
autumn number: more from Anastasia on the 17th century 
lords of Cradley manor, and a note on the Essex cult of 
St. Ethelbert, patron saint of Hereford cathedral.

Also published in this Newsletter are the Hon Treasurer’s 
annual accounts and Report. As Jonathan points out, our 
reserves have declined considerably with the editorial 
costs of the Cradley history, and we shall need to 
replenish them before we can consider appointing an 
editor or editors for the next phase of the work. The 
current uncertainty caused by the Covid-19 lockdown is 
going to make fund-raising more difficult. A planned 
event at the Rodd in June has already had to be postponed, probably until next summer. 
An evening with the archaeologist and TV presenter Jules Hudson at the Courtyard in 
Hereford is now scheduled for 15 January. Further details of both events will appear in 
the autumn Newsletter, when the effect of social distancing rules may be clearer. 
Meanwhile, if anyone has any ideas for fund-raising, or suggestions of grant-giving 
bodies to whom we could apply, we shall be very pleased to have them!

Jonathan also reports on progress on the remaining parishes for the Ledbury area Red 
Book. He has been able to benefit from the fact that many record repositories, including 
the National Archives and British History Online, have made freely available what is 
normally paid content. Using these and other on-line sources, he has been able to make 
good progress on Coddington, a small parish whose history will be made available on 
our website (www.history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county-history/county-histories-
progress/Herefordshire). If anyone would like to assist with the research or writing of 
Coddington, or of Mathon or Donnington, or might know an individual or organisation 
that might want to help, please contact Jonathan (contact details on page 7).  

Both the fund-raising and the search for more volunteers to help with the work involve 
publicising the Herefordshire VCH. We need to make ourselves more widely known, 
particularly in parts of the county on which we are not working – if the money is 
forthcoming we can produce a Short on any place in the county. The present lockdown, 
and the consequent cancellation or postponement of our planned fund-raising events, 
has reduced the opportunities for publicity this year, but we hope to start again with 
renewed energy when regulations allow. We have new publicity leaflets to display at 
HARC and in libraries. If anyone has any ideas of other places in which the leaflets 
might be displayed, please let us know. 

Janet Cooper

http://www.history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county-history/county-histories


Staff have, of course, been affected by the corona virus lock-
down. The team are currently all working remotely, but 
nevertheless we are still working towards developing and 
publicising the project as a whole including the current offer on 
e-versions of the shorts. See: 
https://blog.history.ac.uk/2020/04/discover-victoria-county-
history-shorts-a-lockdown-special-offer/

As reported in the Autumn Newsletter, the ‘Red Boxes’ prepared by the VCH county 
staff were opened at the end of November last year. They contained a fascinating 
range of objects and pictures. Looking at Herefordshire’s neighbouring counties, 
Gloucestershire’s box included a timber core used to date a house in Gloucester and 
a Gloucester rugby shirt; Shropshire included a skein of unwashed flax from 
Shrewsbury Flax Mill Maltings and an old gingerbread box from Market Drayton. 
Further afield, Somerset had a plesiosaur vertebra and a ‘devil’s toenail’ or coiled 
oyster fossil; Oxfordshire’s box had a tie given to those who had ejected from 
aircraft using an ejector seat made at Chalgrove. The Herefordshire box contained 
a Mappa Mundi tea towel and a Wye Valley beer bottle. There’s more information 
on the VCH website – www.history.ac.uk/research/centre-history-people-place-and-
community/chppc-red-boxes-gallery, where pictures of all the objects can be seen.

Publications continue. The latest Red Book, Yorkshire East Riding vol. x part 1: 
Howdenshire, the Townships was published on 1 December 2019. It covers an area 
of ancient wetland reclaimed from the 12th century onwards, which was an exempt 

franchise of the bishops of Durham. Part 2, dealing with 
the town of Howden and the rest of the ‘shire’, should 
be published early in 2021. In addition to the 
Dovercourt and Harwich ‘Short’ reported on in the 
autumn newsletter, the last year has seen the 
publication of Shorts on the Shropshire  market town 
of Wem and the Cumbria parish of Kirkoswald and 
Renwick, an area of agricultural land and moorland 
on the edge of the North Pennine Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. Both are the first 
Shorts to be published by their counties. One 
more Red Book is nearing publication, 
Staffordshire vol. 12 on Tamworth, as is another 
Short, on Ibstock, Leicestershire.

News from the Centre
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The Victoria County History of Herefordshire
Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2020

 Y/E Y/E
 31/3/20 31/3/19
INCOME 
Grants and Donations 5,980 9,135
Gift Aid Tax Recovery 1,308 1,134
Interest 158 17
Sale of Publications 47 294
Fund Raising Events including talk fees   1,250 1,545
Total Income £8,743 £12,125

EXPENDITURE
Research Fees 23,072 15,940
Travel and Other Direct Costs 704 67
Stationery and Sundry 30 216
Courtyard Event deposit 125 0
Job Advert 0 245
Books            0 144
Total Expenditure £24,031 £16,612

DEFICIT - £15,288 - £4,487
Funds at 01 April 2019 45,297 49,784
Funds at 31 March 2020 30,009 45,297

The accounts for the year to the end of March (presented below) show that the Trust 
made a loss of approximately £15,000 which is due to paying our editors for work on 
Colwall and Cradley. This has reduced the funds we have in the bank by a third in just 
one year, and we still have to pay our Cradley editors £4,500. We also need to pay the 
cost of indexing and then publishing Colwall, but most of these costs should be covered 
by grants that we have been awarded but have not yet received. 

In the next financial year, Colwall should be published, which will generate some income 
from sales. However we need to increase our fundraising if a Red book covering Ledbury 
and surrounding parishes is to be published in the next few years. A revised leaflet has 
now been produced, and once the current restrictions are relaxed, copies can be obtained 
from the display rack at HARC or from myself (contact details on page 7).

Jonathan Comber

Report from the Treasurer
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Colwall
We have carefully checked both an initial and a final printer’s proof for Colwall and 
have identified a small number of further amendments; these relate mainly to 
consistency in terms of style and ensuring we use the same name for the same place 
rather than having minor variations. The proofs have been sent back to Central Office, 
who will make the necessary changes. This should not take long, and the book should 
be ready to be printed in the very near future. However, it is now clear that printing will 
be delayed because of the Coronavirus pandemic. The guidance we have received is 
that we should not be planning for publication or a formal launch of the book until the 
current restrictions ease. As there is no information yet on how or when that might be, 
the best I can say is that late autumn seems likely to be the earliest date for books to be 
available for sale. I will send an e-mail update once more details are known.

Cradley
Anastasia and Fergus have completed an initial draft of the parish history. However we 
are currently waiting for two significant contributions from other people. Both are 
expected to be delivered in the near future and will then need to be fitted into the text. 
At that point, we will read the complete text and identify any obvious omissions or 
contradictions between sections. The text is also likely to be too long, and will need 
editing and trimming to reduce the word count. Once this is done, we will send it to 
Central Office, then it will go out for peer review. At this stage, and particularly in the 
current circumstances, it is impossible to give any indication of when this book will be 
ready to be published. Nevertheless, a huge amount of work has been done in a relatively 
short period, and the Trust would like to thank Anastasia and Fergus, as well as all the 
other contributors, for their work. Both Anastasia and Fergus have moved on, but they 
will continue to see the book through to publication.

Coddington
Research has started on this parish. Volunteers have offered to write the sections on the 
church and charities. Before its temporary closure, I had been through most of the parish 
specific sources listed on the index cards at HARC. This work needs to be completed 
and a trawl made through other sources that are relevant but cover a wider area than 
just Coddington: sources such as the Rural District Council minutes and Poor Law 
Board records. In addition, as the Bishops of Hereford owned significant land in the 
parish as part of their manor of Bosbury, Colwall and Coddington, the records of that 
manor will need to be reviewed.

Since the lock-down, I have started trawling some on line sources including records on 
British History Online, which currently includes material that is usually behind a paywall.

Research Updates
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I have yet to pull my research together into a plan but things that I have discovered 
include:

 There is a fair amount of evidence of early settlement mainly through finds recorded 
with the Portable Antiquities Scheme. This suggests that there is a keen and 
responsible metal detectorist living in or near the parish. These include coins of 
various dates, a stirrup from the 10th or 11th centuries, a couple of Roman brooches 
and an Iron-Age buckle. 

 The area around Coddington Cross appears to have been an area of greater 
settlement than it is now, as a deserted settlement is recorded on the Historic 
Environment Record, and indeed there may also have been extra houses around 
the church.

 There is a mention in the Woolhope Transactions of a Beacon site on Lovers Bush 
to match those on Herefordshire and Worcestershire Beacons. I haven’t yet tracked 
down where this is, but I suspect this may have been on Oyster Hill.

 Coddington Court appears to have an interesting story. It was built in the late 18th 
century and was initially called Coddington House. It was used as a private school 
in the early 20th century and later became the offices of Clyde Petroleum before 
being turned into a school for Autistic children and now a Buddhist retreat. It was 
also occupied by Brigadier General Hamilton in the early 20th century, who appears 
to be heavily involved in the life of the parish, as his name crops up regularly in 
the sources I have looked at.

If anybody would like to help with the research, or even better wishes to write up a 
section of text, please let me know. Finally I should mention that Coddington will not 
be published as a separate book but will appear as a draft account in due course on the 
Herefordshire pages of the VCH website. It will then go on to appear in the Red Book 
in due course.

Once I have finished trawling those sources I can for Coddington, I will then move on 
to Donnington and then Mathon while we wait for libraries and archives to reopen. If 
anybody wishes to help with any of this, please let me know.

Jonathan Comber 
Jonathan.Comber@easynet.co.uk

49 Old Hollow Malvern WR14 4NP

mailto:Jonathan.Comber@easynet.co.uk
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During the first half of the 17th century, Cradley Manor was divided into two parts, each 
belonging to a different family. One part was owned by the Gowers, at least some of 
whom were recusant Catholics [i.e. Catholics who broke the law by refusing to attend 
Church of England services]. The other part was owned by the Berkeley family, who 
played an interesting role on the Royalist side in the English Civil Wars. I’ve been 
surprised, while researching the two families, to discover how similar they were. Both 
were essentially Worcestershire families, in terms of their landholdings, and this 
highlights how closely Cradley’s history is intertwined with that of two counties, as a 
Herefordshire parish that was dominated by elites from across the county border. The 
Gowers and Berkeleys alike experienced a steady growth in prosperity and status during 
the reigns of Elizabeth I, James I and Charles I. They were also marked by their 
religio-political conservatism, so that their fortunes were dramatically reversed during 
the Civil Wars, at the end of which they were forced to relinquish their holds on Cradley 
Manor. 
The Berkeleys
By 1605/6, Sir Rowland Berkeley, a cloth merchant and banker from the city of 
Worcester, owned one part of Cradley Manor. In 1606 he also bought the estate of 
Spetchley Park, near Worcester. In around 1611 Rowland died. His tomb is the most 

prominent monument in All Saints 
church at Spetchley, and features 
effigies of Rowland and his wife 
Katherine with dogs at their feet.
Upon his death, Rowland’s lands were 
divided between his children. Cradley 
Manor passed to William Berkeley, his 
eldest son, while Spetchley passed to 
his second son, Robert. Like his father, 
William grew in wealth and prestige. 
In 1615, he bought the manor of 
Cotheridge, near Worcester, and in 
1617 he became sheriff of 

Worcestershire. However, the Berkeleys’ fortunes changed with the advent of the English 
Civil Wars. Indeed, the Berkeleys were Royalists, and as such found themselves in 
serious trouble. 
By 1646, William had given Cotheridge to his son Rowland, and, during the Civil Wars, 
the property was confiscated by Parliament, on the grounds that ‘[Sir Rowland 
Berkeley’s] house being within three miles of Worcester, he continued to live there while 
it was held for the king, and was placed on a Commission for the safeguarding of the 
County and for raising contributions for the king’s forces.’ He paid the eye-watering 
fine of £2,030 and took an oath not to fight against Parliament again. In 1651, however, 
he was brought (possibly against his will) to the Royalist army’s camp in Worcester, 

cc-by-sa/2.0 - © Philip Halling, geograph.org.uk/p/4418522

The Early Modern Lords of Cradley Manor
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and, depending on which version of the tale you believe, either fought for the King in 
the battle of Worcester and then hoodwinked the Parliamentarians that he had been at 
home the whole time, or turned tail and fled from the King’s camp before he could be 
forced to join in the battle. The civil war had proved costly for the Berkeley family, and 
in 1650 William Berkeley transferred Cradley Manor to Richard Hopton, probably by 
sale, and most likely in order to bolster the depleted family finances. Incidentally, the 
Berkeleys’ sufferings during the Civil Wars did not end there, as, in 1651, Spetchley’s 
manor house (still in the hands of William’s brother, Robert) was burned to the ground 
by Parliamentarians, and the Berkeleys of Spetchley were reduced to converting the 
surviving stable block into living quarters.

As a footnote, it is interesting that, while the Berkeleys were not recusants during the 
time that they owned Cradley, Robert’s eldest son, Thomas, converted to Catholicism 
and even sheltered Catholic priests – an illegal and dangerous act. The history of the 
Berkeleys of Spetchley was, from then, on closely interwined with Catholicism; indeed, 
there is a Catholic chapel in the 19th-century mansion house at Spetchley Park. The 
extent of the similarities between the Gower and Berkeley families is really quite 
surprising.

From Cradley to Greece!

In closing I cannot resist noting an unexpected link between the history of Cradley’s 
Lords of the Manor and the Leverhulme research project I have just begun, which 
examines contact between English and Greek people during the early modern period, 
especially the relationship between English Protestants and Catholics on the one hand, 
and Greek Orthodox Christians on the other. 

William Berkeley died at a ripe old age in 1658 and was succeeded by his son - Sir 
Rowland Berkeley. Sir Rowland’s only son, and heir, was Thomas Berkeley. At the age 
of 30, ‘out of a generous [sic] curiosity to see foreign countries’, Thomas decided to 
accompany ‘Sir Daniel Harvey, ambassador extraordinary [sic] from Charles II to Sultan 
Mahomet Han Emperor of the Turkes,’ so his funeral urn in the church at Cotheridge 
Court tells us. They travelled to Constantinople, perhaps unaware that the Sultan was 
not then in residence in his magnificent capital city, but instead in the provinces, in the 
Greek city of Thessalonica. Having reached Constantinople, presumably in vain, the 
pair, then headed for Thessalonica, ‘where the ambassador was to receive his audience 
from the emperor’. Unfortunately, enroute Thomas fell sick. He died in the Greek city 
of Megree in 1669, ‘and lieth buried there among the Greek Christians’.

I certainly did not expect a link between the Cradley project, which I am now finalising 
for publication, and my new project on Anglo-Hellenic relations, but I have been very 
excited to discover this piece of evidence, and I suspect my research into the Berkeley 
family will now be continuing!

The story as it relates to the Gowers will continue in the next issue, along with any new 
information gained when the National Archives reopen. 

Anastasia Stylianou
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Rediscovering a Medieval Manor: The Manor of 
The Barrow and the de la Barrow Family 

in the 13th-14th Centuries
One of the joys of working on the Cradley project, and indeed researching history in 
general, has been encountering the unexpected, and uncovering the history of the 
medieval manor of The Barrow was certainly one of these moments. In this I am indebted 
to the assistance and work of Anastasia Stylianou, Jonathan Comber and Valerie 
Goodbury, all of whom played a part in furthering the research on medieval Barrow.

The existence of The Barrow was not readily apparent at the outset of the Cradley project. 
While Upper Barrow House and Barrow Mill both remain, from an archival perspective 
there was little at first glance to suggest the existence of medieval manor. It was only 
on encountering mid-13th century mention of a chapel at Barrow that first alerted 
attention to that possibility. According to Curia Regis case from the 1240s, a lord Robert 
de la Barrow was found by a local jury to possess the right to present a chaplain to the 
bishop of Hereford for the chapel at The Barrow, just as his grandfather had done. The 
rector of Cradley’s attempt to claim the right to the presentation and the chapel tithes 
was defeated. The outcome of the case strongly suggested that Barrow chapel was a 
manorial chapel and that The Barrow itself was a distinct manor in the parish that dated 
to at least the late 12th century. The origin of the manor is open to speculation. Like The 
Hyde, it is not listed in the 1086 Domesday. By the late 13th century there is no indication 
in the material for the episcopal manor of Cradley that the de la Barrows were tenants 
of the bishop or that they owed service to him. An inquisition post mortem from the 
early 14th century shows that Barrow ‘next to Worcestershire’ was assessed as being at 
least a half-knight’s fee, and that the de la Barrows did not hold it in chief lordship, 
rather they held it at that point from a Sir Giles de Badlesmere. The chances of gaining 
much more insight into The Barrow’s history did not at first look promising. Only the 
bishop’s manor possesses any meaningful quantity of medieval material, though there 
is a small amount for The Hyde. It was incredibly exciting therefore to discover, thanks 
to the Manorial Documents Register, that Worcester Cathedral Library possessed a batch 
of original charters relating to The Barrow. Dating in some cases back to the late 13th 
century, these documents at last provided a clearer sense of the geography and history 
of what was once an important manor in the medieval parish of Cradley.

The modern Upper Barrow estate, including Barrow House, borders The Hyde to its 
west, and Worcestershire to its north, but it does not include the region around Barrow 
Mill. The Worcester charters helpfully explain this discrepancy. References to fields 
orientated in relation to Winthill, Suckley stream, the royal road to Bromyard and 
Moorfield, indicate that The Barrow originally stretched further eastwards along the 
Suckley stream to include at least part of Winthill and probably was bordered on the 
eastern edge by Cradley Brook where the later Barrow Mills were sited. A mill was 
already in existence in the late 13th century and charter evidence suggests it may well 
have been sited in the same general area as its successors. The southern extent is less 
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clear, particularly in the eastern half, but the charters reference land on Winthill, and 
the bishop held land at the Blackhouse in 1533 indicating it probably did not extend 
further than that. Archaeological evidence of a prehistoric barrow in the area suggests 
the origin for the manor’s name that was then adopted by the lords of the manor. 

The split between the western and eastern halves of the manor, which resulted in the 
creation of Upper Barrow, occurred in roughly the last quarter of the 14th century. The 
history of the western half of the manor is largely traceable to the present day due to its 
acquisition by the prior and convent of Worcester sometime in either the late 14th or 
the 15th century. It was variously known as Barrow Court and Overbarrow, before 
finally becoming fixed as Overbarrow or Overberrow by the end of the fifteenth century. 
It was held at farm by the Pychard family of Suckley by the beginning of the 16th 
century. The Pychards continued to hold the farm when Overbarrow was granted to the 
newly created dean and chapter 
of Worcester Cathedral in 1542 
by Henry VIII following the 
dissolution of the priory and 
convent. The estate eventually 
became known as Upper 
Barrow. By contrast, the eastern 
half of the former manor, which 
contained Barrow Mill, goes 
unrecorded between the late 
14th until possibly the early 
16th century, when a reference 
in the will of John Pychard 
refers to his gift of the 'farm of 
Netherbarrow' to his daughter 
Alice. Thereafter it seems to 
have become amalgamated into 
a new entity of the combined 
Pychard lands.

The largest batch of Worcester Cathedral charters, however, relate to the period from 
the late 13th century to the mid- 14th and help us fill in some of the de la Barrow family 
tree and the decades before the division of the manor. The first recorded lord of The 
Barrow, Robert, is mentioned in the time of the episcopate of William de Vere in the 
late 12th century. His grandson, also Robert, was lord by the 1240s. Robert II's wife is 
unknown, but he apparently had at least two sons, John and Robert. At some point in 
the fourth quarter of the 13th century, Robert granted a set of lands in the eastern half 
of the manor to an Alice daughter of Robert de Lecthe[?] and her heirs. This grant was 
then subsequently confirmed by his son John. It seems probable that the grant and 
confirmation were in fact the establishment of a dower portion by Robert for Alice in 
preparation for her marriage to John. The couple initially had two daughters, Lucia and 
Agnes, who are not thereafter referenced again. The charters indicate that the couple 

The Medieval manor of The Barrow, including the boundaries of the later 
Upper Barrow estate, including Barrow House on the west and the 
approximate extent of the eastern half of the manor. Based off the 1839 
Tithe map. With thanks to Geoff Watkins and Valerie Goodbury.
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appeared to have had another three children. John was succeeded by his son John junior 
as lord of the Barrow on his death. In her widowhood, Alice then granted the lands she 
had received from Robert de la Barrow to another of her daughters, Alice, and a son 
Hugh. In 1327, after the death of their mother, Alice junior and Hugh quitclaimed their 
mother's lands back to their brother John.  

Other prominent Cradley families, including the Hills, the Cowleys and the Fyneges, 
regularly served as charter witnesses for Robert, John and John junior, usually a good 
indication of a family’s wider social networks. The de la Barrows seem to have been 
relatively minor gentry by the turn of the century, though prosperous with their own 
mill and manor complex including personal chapel, and as such would have been 
significant figures in parish society. 

De la Barrow family tree. NB the order of birth of John junior and Alice junior is not known. 
Robert, brother of John senior has been excluded for simplicity’s sake. He was still alive as late as 1346.

A fundamental change, however, seems to have overtaken the de la Barrows around 
1340 and onwards. John junior acquired, either through marriage or inheritance, the 
lordship of Stanford. The Stanford family had held the neighbouring manor of The Hyde 
until at least the early 13th century, so intermarriage between the two families is likely. 
The remaining charters relating to John junior show the increasing importance he placed 
on the lordship of Stanford over that of his lordship of Barrow. Where John had 
previously referred to himself as 'lord of The Barrow', by 1346 he was 'John of The 
Barrow, lord of Stanford', and by 1352, he was simply John of Stanford. John's 
acquisition of Stanford seems to have marked the end of the direct de la Barrow line's 
interest in their namesake manor. By 1370, the chapel of Barrow was in the hands of 
the prior and convent of Worcester. It is not known when John died, but either he or an 
immediate successor died without a male heir, for by 1388 a Roger Parker was described 
as holding a moiety of the manor . 

Fergus Eskola-Oakes
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The front cover of our new VCH history of Colwall has a striking view, painted in 1939 
by Dame Laura Knight (1877-1970), of the Herefordshire countryside from the Malvern 
Hills. Laura and her husband Harold, who was also an artist, became regular visitors to 
Malvern and Colwall from 1936 onwards. In her autobiography Oil Paint and Grease 
Paint (1936, 381) she celebrates the prospects from the hills: ‘In panoramic view from 
north to south, like a half-rolled map, fertile England’s beauty lies in sunlit patch of 
stubble, farm, copse and snug woolly tree and countless spires of churches among distant 
towns’ blue slates.’ 

The Knights were initially attracted to Colwall by the Malvern Festival which had been 
founded in 1929 by Sir Barry Jackson the wealthy impresario who was had established 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre in 1913. They usually spent their summers in Colwall, 
initially with Sir Barry Jackson at Blackhill, the house he had built at British Camp. 
Dame Laura painted at in Colwall at a series of studios. In 1939 the Knights were based 
at the British Camp Hotel, and her biographer Janet Dunbar notes that ‘Laura absorbed 
herself in work. The hops were ripe, and she took a taxi every day to a farm at Callow 
End, where gipsies came each autumn to strip the hop-bines. She made a great many 
studies and went on to another farm to sketch sheep-shearing.’ (Laura Knight, 1975, 
155). The Knights often spent the evenings with Sir Barry Jackson at his nearby house. 
They later moved to the Park Hotel, Colwall, which was cheaper. Moreover ‘Laura was 
able to convert a stable into a studio by putting in large windows. She could see 
ploughlands and meadows stretching as far as eye could reach, with farmhouses that 
seemed to grow out of the ground, and broad-beamed shire horses moving slowly over 
the red-brown earth. She had plenty of subjects to paint. It was a perfect spot.’ (Dunbar, 
1975, 166-7)
The two figures in the painting are the literary scholar Allardyce Nicoll (1894–1976) 
and his wife Josephine (1890-1962). They had a house at Wind’s Acre, Colwall not far 
from British Camp. They were both keen walkers on the hills. During the 1940s, 
Allardyce Nicoll did war work at the British Embassy in Washington, and on his return 
to Britain he became head of the department of English at the University of Birmingham 
and founding director of the Shakespeare Institute at Stratford upon Avon (1951-61). 
Josephine Nicoll was also a literary scholar and together they edited 
Holinshed's Chronicles as used in Shakespeare's Plays (1927). 
The Knights knew the Nicolls well and were mutual friends with Sir Barry Jackson. At 
some stage Laura converted a garage at Wind’s Acre into another studio: ‘She loved it 
for its perfect north light and fine view west over the Herefordshire landscape as far as 
the Brecon Beacons. It was her strategic base….’ (Barbara C Morden, Laura Knight. A 
Life, 2014, 206-8) Dame Laura Knight’s painting Harvest 1939 captures the 
Herefordshire Landscape just before the Second World War. It also celebrates the long 
friendship between the artists Laura and Harold Knight and the literary scholars 
Allardyce and Josephine Nicoll.

Dame Laura Knight at Colwall 

Charles Watkins
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The process of making leather gloves in earlier times is not difficult to discover as the 
method changed little throughout recorded history. The changes that took place in the 
preparation of the skins are well recorded as is the invention of the Jouvin punch (for 
cutting the gloves) in 1834. Attempts to produce sewing machines capable of reproducing 
the quality of hand stitching were not successful until the end of the 19th century; these 
mechanical inventions required patents if the inventor or manufacturer was to profit 
from them, which means that records are extant.

The process of change to the factory system is also quite well recorded with 
manufacturers of gloves being noted in trade directories, and there are pictures of the 
first large factory in Worcester, built in 1777 on the banks of the Severn for John Dent.

By contrast we know little about the lives of the individual operatives, especially the 
very large number of women and girls employed in sewing the gloves, who were 
generally known as gloveresses. The most informative account is given in a work of 
fiction first published in 1862 which was based in the fictional town of Helstoneleigh 

(Worcester) in the 1830s. Mrs Halliburton’s 
Troubles, was written by Mrs Henry Wood, the 
daughter of a glove manufacturer who had grown 
up surrounded by the realities of which she wrote. 
Those who are interested in the history of parishes 
such as Cradley face a major problem in that she 
writes only of glove-making in the city.

As no original documentation has been traced, the 
story can only be pieced together from sources 
such as parish records and census returns. The 
difficulty here is that most of the available 

information dates to the second half of the 19th century, and with the removal of 
restrictions on the import of French gloves in 1826 the industry received a blow from 
which it never fully recovered. The 1830s were probably the hardest times, with high 
levels of unemployment and reduction in both wages and payment for piece work. Some 
improvement took place during the next two decades as is reflected in the 1851 census 
for Cradley which records 144 gloveresses, but 13 of those were also described as 
paupers. In 1816, in a reference to the ‘industrious poor’ of Herefordshire parishes 
employed as outworkers for the Worcester manufacturers, only Ledbury, Cradley and 
Bosbury are mentioned by name.

Cradley church, at the centre of the village, is about nine miles from Worcester Cathedral, 
not far from which the principal manufacturers were located; therefore the question 
arises, who carried the gloves to and from the gloveresses? There is little information 
about this locally, but what there is can be set against a very useful piece of oral history 
from Oxfordshire. Woodstock was another centre of glove-making which relied heavily 
on female sewers in the surrounding villages. 

Who Carried the Gloves?

Dent’s factory in the 19th century
from www.dentsgloves.com

http://www.dentsgloves.com


The following quotation is taken from an article appearing in the journal Oxoniensia in 
1938.

‘The gloves were sent out to the gloveresses in bundles of three, six, and twelve pairs, 
with the sewing thread and the money for the last batch of finished work rolled up in 
each parcel. The collecting and delivering was done once or twice a week by village ‘ 
pack-women, who carried their load on carts, in perambulators, or simply in a sack on 
their backs. There still (summer, 1936), lives in one of the villages one of these carrier 
women  who used to travel regularly with her horse cart between Chipping Norton, 
Charlbury, and Woodstock. She is now 85 years old, and pursued her business until a 
few years ago.  She started in her youth as a gloveress, like her mother …’. (Some routes 
were served by male  carriers.  In that case the distribution and collecting within a village 
was generally undertaken by a local gloveress.) It would seem that this same system 
operated between the Worcester manufacturers and their rural outworkers, at least during 
the second half of the 19th century, and it is possible to trace the sad life story of a 
Cradley glove carrier at this time.  
Ann Taylor was baptised in 1805, the daughter of John and Mary Taylor; her only sibling 
being her sister Elizabeth who was eleven years her senior. She never married but the 
baptisms of her three children are recorded in the parish registers, James in 1835, Jane 
in 1837 and George in 1839. When James was born she was living with her sister in 
Sandpitts Cottage and was described as a servant, but two years later she was a gloveress. 
By 1841 the sisters have moved a short distance to the cottage known as Captains, which 
was owned by their mother, now widowed, who was described as a wool spinner; no 
occupation was noted for the sisters. Mary died in 1847, and the head of household on 
the 1851 census is her older daughter, Elizabeth, whose occupation was noted as Pauper 
Cripple Gloveress; Ann had become a Glove Carrier. In 1861 she is still living at 
Captains, together with her daughter, son-in-law, and their children. Ann’s occupation 
is given as gloveress, as is that of her daughter. By 1871 she had moved to Shop Cottage 
where she lived alone, but with her son James as a neighbour. The final reference is in 
the burial register for 1879; although she was buried at Cradley her death had taken 
place in the Bromyard Union Workhouse.  
The enumerator could well been mistaken in describing her as a gloveress in 1861, but 
that was certainly her occupation before she became a carrier. One wonders if the reason 
for the change stemmed from her dislike of sewing or from an inability to do it well.  
A book published in 1883 gives the information that ‘parcels of unmade gloves are 
brought to be stitched by the agents of glove firms, and, in due time, again fetched away.  
The collecting vans of our premier glove-making firm Messrs. Dent, Allcroft & Co, 
who employ some thousands of glove-sewers, cover a radius of some fifty miles around 
Worcester.’ At that time the vans would have been pulled by horses. There is a 
photograph in Cradley, a Village History, of a motorised delivery van belonging to 
Fownes.  As the vehicle has a registration plate it can be dated no earlier than 1903.

Valerie Goodbury
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