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In a strange and difficult year, we start with the 
good news: the Colwall history, Colwall by James 
P Bowen and Alex Craven with Jonathan Comber, 
was published on 17 July. It was, of course, 
impossible to have our usual launch party, but the 
book is available in bookshops (ISBN 978 1 
912702 07 7) or directly from Jonathan: 
by email – Jonathan.Comber@easynet.co.uk or 

by post – 49 Old Hollow, 
West Malvern, WR14 4NP. 
Price £14. It is selling well, so don’t delay! 

We are also glad to be able to send you this newsletter. 
Two articles stem from the work on Cradley: David 
Whitehead describes the background to the foundation 
of the church of St John the Evangelist at Storridge, 
and Anastasia Stylianou tells us more about the early 
modern lords of Cradley manor. The other two articles 
deal with Herefordshire connections to other parts of 
the country. Jonathan Comber has researched the 

wartime work on radar carried out in Malvern, and I have looked at Essex 
dedications to St Ethelbert, patron saint of Hereford cathedral.

As Jonathan’s report shows, research and writing have continued despite the 
difficulties posed by the closure of libraries and record offices for much of the 
spring and summer. We are very pleased to be able to report that Anastasia 
Stylianou and Fergus Eskola-Oakes have submitted the first draft of the Cradley 
text. It is well-researched and covers all the standard VCH topics, but there is 
some more work to do, and like all VCH texts it will require detailed editing 
before it can be sent to the printers.

Much of the Cradley draft was based on research done before lockdown, and 
although libraries and record offices have now partially reopened, progress on 
new research will inevitably be slow. It is unlikely that it will be worth appointing 
a new editor or editors for Mathon or any of the remaining parishes in the planned 
Red Book until the situation returns to something nearer normal. Meanwhile, if 
anyone would like to volunteer to do some preliminary research, please contact 
Jonathan.

Notes from the Editor

mailto:Jonathan.Comber@easynet.co.uk
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Janet Cooper

Our fund-raising, like that of all charities, has been hit hard by the lockdown and 
subsequent social distancing rules. We have been unable to hold any lectures, 
visits, or other fund-raising events. We hope very much that the evening with 
Jules Hudson at The Courtyard Theatre, which was to have been held on 16 
January 2021, will be able to be held later in the year, perhaps in the autumn. 
We are unsure at the moment whether or not it will be possible to rearrange the 
visit to Rodd, which we had planned for June this year. This means that we are 
more than usually dependent on donations from our supporters, for which we 
are as always very grateful.

Apologies for the delayed issuing of this newsletter, but it was due to unfortunate 
circumstances on the production side, beyond our control – not Covid!

Daily Life in Sixteenth-century Herefordshire
A few months ago the central VCH office sent me a copy of notes on early 
16th-century coroners’ inquests, which provide some fascinating pictures of 
everyday life at that date, some of which are detailed here.

In June 1505 John Pensaxe with some neighbours was building a barn in 
Auberrow, perhaps Auldberrow in Wellington, for the appropriately named 
Richard Barn. A piece of timber called a fork fell on him and a peg or wedge 
fixed to it penetrated his back, killing him instantly. What John and his 
neighbours were doing was raising the massive timber frame of the barn, which 
would have been assembled on the ground then pulled upright with ropes. House 
building or repairs may also have been the cause of an accident in December 
1503 when Thomas ap Morgan of Much Dewchurch fell from a house in the 
unidentified ‘Stockehouse’ onto a piece of timber. He too presumably died almost 
at once, but there are no details because his body was buried by three women of 
Allensmore before it was viewed by the coroner. Presumably the three women 
had been on the scene at the time of the accident and tried to cover up the death; 
in the Middle Ages the ‘first finder’ of a body was the prime suspect if foul play 
appeared likely, and people tried hard to avoid that fate. A further death involving 
a house provides some interesting detail of domestic arrangements. Richard 
Begell of Byford in April 1506 got up in the night to relieve himself. As he 
walked, he fell from an upper room, struck a stone called a ‘huthstone’ (perhaps 
a hearthstone in the hall below) and was killed instantly.



News from the Centre

We continue to be spread around the country, working away 
to keep the flow of publications going -- from back 
bedrooms, home offices, and in the editor's case, emulating 
the VCH's founding editor, William Page, in his garden 
shed. The most significant development is the appearance 
of the first part of Essex volume XII, which covers the 
Priory and borough of St Osyth, and the pre-resort histories of Frinton, Great 
and Little Holland and Janet Cooper's account of Great and Little Clacton. 
The second part, describing Kirby le Soken and Walton le Soken will follow. 
Read more here: https://blog.history.ac.uk/2020/09/new-from-the-victoria-
county-history-of-essex-volume-xii-st-osyth-to-the-naze-north-east-essex-
coastal-parishes-part-1-st-osyth-great-and-little-clacton-frinton-great-
holland-and-little-holland/.

Coming along behind this is the latest Staffordshire Red Book on the town 
of Tamworth that straddles the Warwickshire border and its environs in both 
counties (volume XII), as well as the second part of David Crouch's volume 
on Howden and Howdenshire in the East Riding of Yorkshire (volume X part 
2). Finally, we have the imminent arrival of the latest Short from VCH 
Leicestershire, which describes the parish of Ibstock. Best known today as a 
centre of the brick industry, Ibstock's past includes, among other things, coal 
mining, the early career of Archbishop Laud and some contrasting approaches 
to the enclosure of its open fields.

The Centre for the History of People, Place and Community have taken their 
autumn events programme online. In addition to the centre's regular seminar 
series there are also a series of online workshops focussing on a variety of 
local history skills. These include the analysis of historic settlement with 
Professors Sue Oosthuizen and Angus Winchester; historic buildings with 
experts from Historic England and answering all the basic questions about 
the medieval state and early modern litigation that you didn't know you had. 
More on the IHR's blog: https://blog.history.ac.uk/2020/08/free-online-
training-from-the-centre-for-the-history-of-people-place-and-community/.

Both seminars and training workshops are free and will be recorded, but to 
join in you will have to book: https://www.history.ac.uk/research/centre-
history-people-place-and-community/chppc-events
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Research Updates

Colwall

As you will have seen from elsewhere in the newsletter, I was being unduly 
pessimistic in the Spring newsletter in my comments on when Colwall could 
be published. It was decided to do a soft launch rather than hold a formal event, 
but once restrictions on social gatherings ease, we may consider some sort of 
event. At the time of writing we have sold around 150 copies. For anyone who 
hasn’t yet bought one, full instructions on how you can obtain a copy are in the 
Editorial Notes of this newsletter.

Cradley

The first full draft of Cradley was completed by Anastasia and Fergus in 
mid-September. It is currently being read by members of the committee to note 
any obvious omissions and to identify where it can be trimmed, as it is currently 
a few thousand words too long. It then needs to be peer reviewed and checked 
by Central Office before publication. 

Coddington

I have finished trawling the on-line sources for Coddington, which I have used 
to produce an initial outline plan of the things that would need to be covered in 
the account of this parish’s history.

Unfortunately no progress has been made on starting a similar exercise for either 
Doddington or Mathon, as the time I have available for VCH matters has been 
spent on processing Colwall orders, including hand delivering lots of them, plus 
writing some long overdue text for Gloucestershire. A first draft of this is close 
to completion, so I should soon be able to make a start on Doddington.

With the welcome news that HARC will has reopened (again!), albeit only three 
days a week on restricted hours with pre-booking essential, more progress will 
hopefully be made on Coddington in the near future with research on some of 
the non-parish specific material such as the Ledbury Rural District Council 
minutes. These will also be trawled for Doddington.

Jonathan Comber
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Was the Second World War won on the Fields of 
Malvern College?

There is a Herefordshire element, for which keep reading! Dr Albert Percival 
Rowe apparently made this statement in his autobiography, though I have been 
unable to confirm this as the book is in the locked cupboards in Malvern library. 
The remark was obviously a tongue in cheek version of Wellington’s comment 
about Waterloo and Eton College. Rowe was the Director of the 
Telecommunications Research Establishment (hereafter TRE) during the period 
when it was based in Malvern, which was from May 1942. (For simplicity I have 
used TRE throughout this article although there were separate bodies for the 
army and the air force which merged into what became the Royal Radar 
Establishment after the war). Radar is a detection system that uses radio waves 
to determine the range, angle, or velocity of objects. I will concentrate on the 
period post 1942 but start by briefly outlining the TRE’s early history. Radar 

was originally called Radio 
direction-finding and was first 
demonstrated in Britain in 1935 
at Orfordness in Suffolk, 
showing that aircraft could be 
detected from the ground. 
(There were similar discoveries 
in other countries including 
Germany and the United 
States.) Further development 
led to the creation of the Chain 
Home stations that were located 
on the east and south coasts. 
These stations played a crucial 
part in the Battle of Britain in 

detecting German air raids and so helped allow RAF fighters to intercept these 
attacks. The move to Malvern came about because of fears that the Germans 
were going to launch a raid on Swanage to try and steal the secrets of the work 
being conducted there following a British sea-borne raid on the German radar 
installation at Bruneval. 

Prior to and after the relocation to Malvern, work was underway on the 
development of air to surface radar which would a) enable Coastal Command 
aircraft to find convoys crossing the North Atlantic, thereby protecting them and 

An air interception trainer panel at the Telecommunications 
Research Establishment
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making it harder for U-boats to attack the convoys; b) locate U-boats transiting 
the Bay of Biscay on the surface, which they did to reduce the transit time to the 
North Atlantic, thereby forcing them to submerge; and c) enable night fighters 
to lock onto targets and attack by blind firing.  A development of the air to surface 
radar in March 1943 was fitted to Wellington bombers, and by May 1943 
virtually every U-boat crossing the Bay was attacked. This together with aircraft 
now having the range to cover the whole of the North Atlantic cut the shipping 
losses in the North Atlantic from 400,000 tons in March 1943 to less than 100,000 
in August.

After the move to Malvern, work was undertaken on mobile radar systems that 
could control RAF fighter operations over Europe; these were the prototypes for 
modern air traffic control systems. Another crucial development was to fit Allied 
aircraft with small repeater-transmitters whose signals could be received at radar 
stations to identify that they were friendly. This technique called Identification 
Friend or Foe (IFF) has since been further developed into the basis for modern 
Air Traffic Control. Another variation of this involved putting the IFF transmitter 
at an air base, which enabled aircraft to return to their base even at night or in 
bad weather through the use of homing beacons. 

Another significant development were flying aids such as GEE, OBOE and H2S, 
which sent out signals to Allied bombers such that, when the signals from two 
base stations in Britain intersected, the aircrew knew they were over the intended 
bombing location. Due to the limited numbers of receivers available, only a few 
aircraft could be fitted with the equipment, and this was the basis of the 
Pathfinder squadrons that led the large-scale bombing raids. The system was 
first used for a raid on Hamburg in January 1943; it was later used on numerous 
occasions for raids on Berlin. H2S was fitted to American air force aircraft from 
March 1943 and first used in anger on the raids on Emden in September and 
October 1943. Of the 53,000 sorties by Bomber Command in 1943, over 32,000 
were laid by H2S and 20,000 others by OBOE, i.e. virtually all by devices 
developed in Malvern, with 638 aircraft in total equipped with one of these.

A variation on the airborne transmitters was used to fit some ship launches with 
transmitters on and around D-Day to try and persuade the Germans that there 
was a second invasion fleet off the Pas de Calais. It is thought this delayed the 
German panzer divisions being moved to Normandy immediately after the 
invasion, thus allowing the Allied invasion forces to become established. Radar 
sets were also fitted to landing craft used for the invasion of Sicily and 
presumably later invasions such as D-Day as well. Another variation enabled 
bombers to identify German night fighter attacks. 
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There was an American outstation of their Radiation Laboratory on Malvern 
College grounds. This developed Microwave Early Warning radar, which helped 
to defeat the V-1 flying bombs.

Rowe played a crucial part in these developments, initially by conducting a 
thorough investigation of the Air Ministry’s research into air defence in 1934. 
He then became the Secretary on a Committee on Air Defence from early 1936, 
so was the civil servant at the heart of air defence research policy development 
and then became head of the Air Ministry’s radar research laboratory, which 
became the TRE from 1938 through to the end of the War.

It should be noted that this is just a brief summary of a topic that has been covered 
in great detail in numerous books. One of these books claims that, during the 
War, Malvern contained the largest concentration of scientific expertise ever 
assembled.

In my view, Rowe (who made his statement before the work of Bletchley Park 
was widely known) has a fair point in that radar played a very significant and 
usually underappreciated role in the war, as hopefully this article has 
demonstrated. However rather than winning the war, I would suggest that radar 
helped keep the British Empire in the war before Russia and the US entered the 
war. It then continued to ensure we could not lose the war, but it was the numbers 
of Russian soldiers and the might of US industry that led to eventual victory.

I’ll finish by quoting from a book by David Zimmerman, Britain’s Shield and 
the Defeat of the Luftwaffe (Stroud 2010, p.304): “Ultimately, radar proved 
invaluable in the defeat of the Axis powers. It was vital in overcoming the 
U-boats in the Atlantic, in bringing accuracy to the bomber offensive over 
Germany and in the destruction of the Imperial Japanese Navy and merchant 
marine.”

H2S was last used operationally in 1982 for the Vulcan bombing raids on Port 
Stanley airport in the Falklands war

The Herefordshire connection? Well after the war, A P Rowe initially moved to 
Adelaide, but he later returned to the UK and retired to Colwall. There is a 
memorial plaque near Brand Lodge in Colwall which recognises his work. As 
it appears his only Colwall connection is after the War, it was decided not to 
refer to this in the Colwall short.

Jonathan Comber
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St Ethelbert and Essex
Ethelbert king and martyr is known In Herefordshire as the joint patron, with 
the Virgin Mary, of Hereford cathedral. His story has recently been popularised 
in Dean Michael Tavinor’s short book of the same name. All that is known of 
Ethelbert from a contemporary source (The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle) is that he 
was king of East Anglia and that he was killed in 792 by King Offa of Mercia, 
the overlord of all of England south of the Humber. Although Offa was a 
Christian, this death, which may well have been a political murder, was enough 
for Ethelbert to be venerated as a saint probably soon after his death and certainly 
by c. 1000. His grave in Hereford cathedral became a shrine and continued as 
such even after the Welsh stole the relics, along with others from the cathedral, 
in 1055. Two Lives of Ethelbert, written in the 13th century, provided further, 

probably largely invented, details. Briefly they 
related that Ethelbert went to Mercia to seek 
the hand of Offa’s daughter. At Sutton Walls 
he was attacked and beheaded by one of Offa’s 
nobles. The body and head were thrown into 
a marsh but miraculously recovered and 
finally buried in what became Hereford 
cathedral.

In addition to Hereford cathedral, there are 
several churches in Norfolk and Suffolk 
dedicated to Ethelbert, plus two in Essex on 
which I did some work when I lived in that 
county. First there is the church of Belchamp 
Otten, in the far north of the county near the 
border with Suffolk. The church, illustrated in 
Ethelbert King and Martyr, is now dedicated 
to All Saints and St Ethelbert, but this is not a 
simple double dedication. Medieval records 

show that Belchamp Otten church was then dedicated only to All Saints. From 
the early 13th century or earlier there was a separate church of St Ethelbert (or 
St Albright, the late medieval form of the name) serving the parish of Belchamp 
Ethelbert or Belchamp Albright, north-west of Belchamp Otten. The 13th-century 
Life of St Ethelbert recorded that the saint had pitched his tent at Belchamp on 
his way from East Anglia to Mercia, on a site later marked by a wooden church. 
If the Life recorded a genuine tradition, that would account for the dedication, 
but it is always possible that the dedication led to the story of Ethelbert’s stay in 

St Ethelbert, 15th-century stained 
glass in Ross-on-Wye parish church. 

Photo Janet Cooper
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Ethelbert’s stay in Belchamp. Belchamp Ethelbert presumably suffered from 
depopulation as a result of the 14th-century plagues, and in 1473 the parish was 
united with neighbouring Ovington as the chapelry of Allbrights. How long the 
church building survived is not clear, but in 1494 a parishioner left money to the 
high altar of the church of Belchamp Ethelbert, and in 1500 a parishioner of the 
neighbouring Belchamp St Paul left money for the repair of the chapel of St 
Ethelbert. By 1710 St Ethelbert had been added to the dedication of Belchamp 
Otten. In 1967 fragments of brick, roof tile and Mayen lava, assumed to be from 
St Ethelbert’s church, were found in the north of Belchamp Otten parish. 

The other Essex church dedicated to St Ethelbert is St Albright’s in Stanway, a 
village now on the western outskirts of Colchester. The small church stands on 
the old main road from London to Ipswich, but the story that it originated as a 
pilgrim chapel was 
not recorded before 
the 19th century and 
was probably started 
by a rector with 
antiquarian interests. 
In fact St Albright’s, 
which still contains 
some late 11th-
century fabric, seems 
to have been a parish 
church which, like 
that at Belchamp 
Ethelbert, declined in 
status to a chapel. 
Unlike the Belchamp 
church, however, St 
Albright’s reverted to 
parish church status in the 17th century as the centre of Stanway’s population 
moved to the main road. The earliest surviving record of the dedication to St 
Ethelbert is in an early 13th-century charter, but it may well go back at least to 
the 11th century. There is nothing to connect St Ethelbert with Stanway; the 
church’s dedication is presumably an indication of the strength of Ethelbert’s 
cult in East Anglia and the surrounding area in the late Anglo-Saxon or early 
Norman period.

Stanway church cc-by-sa/2.0 - © Robin Webster - 
geograph.org.uk/p/5037012

Janet Cooper



- 11 -
Anastasia Stylianou

The Early Modern Lords of Cradley Manor Part 2: 
The Gowers

During the reign of Elizabeth I, Robert Gower purchased half of Cradley Manor 
and also Colmers Manor (in the parish of King’s Norton, Worcestershire). We 
do not know the exact date of either purchase, but certainly he held Cradley 
manor by 1586/7 and Colmers by the time of his death in 1599. Robert was the 
son of William Gower of Boughton in the parish of St John in Bewardine, 
Worcestershire. 

In 1586/7 Robert had settled his share of Cradley Manor on his son John and 
John’s wife Anne. John held both Cradley and Colmers until his death in 1625. 
Both manors then passed to John’s son – another Robert. By the 1640s, Robert 
was occupying Colmers himself, leasing his share of Cradley Manor to an Abel 
Gower (presumably a relative), and had recently sold two thirds of another 
Worcestershire manor (Queenshill) and other lands in Worcestershire to an 
Edward Mason from Warwickshire. The Gower family had clearly prospered 
under Elizabeth I, James I and Charles I, however the Civil Wars were about to 
change their fortunes.

During the English Civil Wars, Parliament began confiscating the lands of those 
who were fighting for the King. A Committee for Compounding with 
Delinquents was set up, which could return a Royalist’s land to him in exchange 
for a fine and a promise not to fight against Parliament again. Robert Gower was 
among those who had his land confiscated, although, in Robert’s case, the notes 
from the Committee state that he had not fought against Parliament, but that two 
thirds of his lands had been confiscated, nonetheless, because he was a recusant 
Catholic. Abel Gower applied to the Committee, paid the fine, and was granted 
the lease of half of Cradley manor once more. However, in 1650, Robert Gower 
himself had still not compounded (applied to pay the fine and swear the oath) 
for the two thirds of his lands that had been confiscated, estimated to be worth 
£40 a year. Cradley Manor must have made up the bulk of this confiscated estate. 
Perhaps Robert was unable to raise the money needed to redeem his property. 
Certainly, Cradley Manor never returned into the hands of the Gowers.

The family did manage to retain a small amount of the landed wealth they had 
built up, as Colmers Manor seems to have been the one third that had not been 
confiscated. Interestingly, Robert’s descendants continued as recusant Catholics, 
and also, after the Glorious Revolution, became Jacobites, that is they believed 
the true Kings of Britain to be the exiled Catholic descendants of King James II, 
who had been overthrown in the Glorious Revolution of 1688-1689.
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The Building of St John the Evangelist at Storridge, 
Cradley 1855

The death of the Revd John Luxmore (1792-1854), rector of Cradley, on 27 April 
1854 created a minor stir in the local press. Cradley was a valuable living, worth 
nominally £1200 per year, but the liberal-leaning Hereford Times estimated that 
with other emoluments the incumbent could expect £4200. It was in the gift of 
the bishop of Hereford, Revd Dickson Hampden (1793-1862), who had a son 
Edward, just graduated from Cambridge, and although destined for the livings 
of Breinton and Eaton Bishop, he was quickly appointed to Cradley. His arrival 
in Cradley was signalled on 17 June 1854 by a small advertisement in the local 
paper announcing that the old rector’s widow was disposing of the furniture from 
the rectory at a public auction.
The first task facing the new rector was to facilitate the process of building a 
‘district church’ at Storridge, which was well-advanced when the Revd Luxmore 
died. At over 6000 acres, Cradley was one of the largest parishes in 
Herefordshire, and for the purposes of local administration it was divided into 
the East and the West. The former contained a great deal of residual woodland, 
was sparsely populated and physically separated from the parish church and 
adjoining village. A significant feature of the West was the unenclosed Merryhill 
Common that provided pasture for a number of adjoining estates and for a 
population of copyhold commoners who fought for their rights to be 
acknowledged at a crown court hearing in 1820. Clearly, this was an area that 
would benefit from the civilising influence of a ‘district church’ and a resident 
vicar. It seems that the genesis for the new church at Storridge took root in the 
Luxmore family when the rector’s son, John, a student at Cambridge, died after 
a fall from a horse.
The new rector quickly acknowledged the urgent need for new places of Anglican 
worship and converted a barn on Ridgehill into a chapel where services were 
held on Sunday afternoon and more frequently during hop-picking when many 
‘strangers’ came to Cradley. The proposed church at Storridge clearly balanced 
this chapel in the western half of the parish. The Hereford Times explicitly states 
that money for the new church was provided in the will of the Revd Luxmore, 
but the spacious site with room for a graveyard and a parsonage was provided 
by his three sisters. However, there appears to have been another benefactor, 
Frederick Lygon (1830-1891) of Madresfield Court, a close friend of Dr Edward 
Pusey, the Oxford Tractarian and fervent Anglo-Catholic, who in 1866 would 
become the 5th earl Beauchamp. He gave generously to church building projects 
throughout the West Midlands and was invited to lay the foundation stone at 
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Storridge in May 1855. He also returned in 1875 to lay the foundation stone of 
the new school, just above the church. Additional funds for the church were 
raised out of the Cradley tithes and a rent-charge on the parish. Moreover, a year 
after the laying of the foundation stone, the Commission for the Building of New 
Churches indicated in its Annual Report that it had ‘granted facilities … for a 
new church at Cradley’.
The church was relatively small and designed for 125 worshippers. The position 
beside the Worcester turnpike was conspicuous, and it faced the minor road that 
served Merryhill, Birchwood and the hinterland of East Cradley. It had a fine 
bell-tower enhanced with recessed lancets, on which sat a broached spire, 
bringing the total height to 105 feet. It remains a significant landmark when 
approaching the church from the north and north-east and a pleasant surprise for 
travellers when cresting the hill from either Hereford or Worcester. The very 
evenly laid rubbed limestone, obtained from Ridgehill, is used for the exterior 
of the nave and is very striking. It sets off the smooth unmolded tracery of the 
window surrounds. On the south side there is a simple porch, and the whole roof 
is covered in a well-weathered Broseley tile. The graveyard is walled in on three 
sides, with iron railings separating it from a meadow to the south. To the east, 
embedded in deep shrubberies, is the high gabled vicarage of 1856, designed by 
the architect of the church.
The choice of Frederick Preedy (1820-98) as architect for the church is 
unexplained, but he had been chosen by Frederick Lygon for the new church at 
Madresfield (and much else) in succession to Edward Welby Pugin. Preedy had 
a long career, and much of his output was fairly routine, although at Storridge 
he excelled himself. He was trained in the office of Harvey Eginton (1829-49) 
of Worcester, a fairly progressive architect who had a good grasp of prevailing 
gothic styles of the early 19th century, but his early death set Preedy off on an 
independent career. He is found restoring the chancel of St Laurence at Stretton 
Grandison in 1852-3, which included stained glass and wall painting. The 
following year he provided a similar make-over for the chancel of Church Lench, 
near Evesham, again with a full suite of new windows. Preedy was unusual, for 
the time, for his interest in designing stained glass, but this was undoubtedly one 
of the reasons why he was employed at Storridge. The great east window 
dominates the aisle-less church. There is only a low screen between the nave and 
the chancel, and a series of steps – two from the nave and three up to the altar – 
which raises the perspective to enhance the dominance of the window. It seems 
there is a sub-text in the central crucifixion. The figure on the right, below the 
cross, with a green cloak, is the prophet Isaiah holding a scroll, which translates: 
‘He was led as a sheep to the slaughter’. This, of course, refers to Christ but is 
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near Evesham, again with a full suite of new windows. Preedy was unusual, for 
the time, for his interest in designing stained glass, but this was undoubtedly one 
of the reasons why he was 
employed at Storridge. The great 
east window dominates the aisle-
less church. There is only a low 
screen between the nave and the 
chancel, and a series of steps – two 
from the nave and three up to the 
altar – which raises the perspective 
to enhance the dominance of the 
window. It seems there is a sub-text 
in the central crucifixion. The 
figure on the right, below the cross, 
with a green cloak, is the prophet 
Isaiah holding a scroll, which 
translates: ‘He was led as a sheep 
to the slaughter’. This, of course, 
refers to Christ but is also a suitable epitaph for another young man, who had 
died as a result of an accident.
In 1854-5 provincial architects were still expanding the stylistic categories of 
medieval architecture named by Thomas Rickman (1776-1841) of Birmingham 
and employed by Augustus and Edward Welby Pugin (1812-52). Preedy chose 
the ‘Second Pointed Style’ of the late 13th century, which the correspondent of 
the Worcester Journal explained for his readers was also known as the 
‘decorated’ style. He guessed that 99 out of a 100 of readers would assert that 
this was the best among the pointed styles. In choosing this style Preedy 
committed his patrons to a good deal of expensive craftsmanship. Whereas the 
main structure of the church utilised local Cradley limestone, the internal detail 
was carved in Painswick and Bath stone from the Gloucestershire Cotswolds. 
There was a good deal of this in such incidentals as: the carved bosses supporting 
the arched braces of the roof; the font with its elaborately carved shafts; the low 
chancel screen that rises into a lectern; and the diapered reredos behind the altar.
All this craftsmanship was the province of the contractor George Mc Cann, a 
builder from Great Malvern who would assist Sir George Gilbert Scott in the 
restoration of Malvern Priory church in 1860-2. His father, also George, was a 
stone mason by trade who came from Amesbury in Wiltshire to work on Eastnor 
Castle c. 1812-20 and subsequently settled in Mathon and carved tombstones, 
one of which, erected for Joseph Williams (1811), still stands in Cradley 

'Excellent stone reredos of Christ blessing by 
William and James Forsyth of Worcester
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churchyard. Although George junior is usually celebrated for his role in the 
development of Malvern in the 19th century, the evidence from St John’s suggests 
that he had access to first rate craftsmen.
The correspondent of the Worcester Journal is critical of the deal furnishings, 
which were treated with a dark brown stain, but in his view imitated no known 
wood. This detail obviously annoyed later congregations who had the church 
re-seated and re-decorated in 1895. This ‘made the church more worthy of the 
Divine Presence and at the same time more comfortable and acceptable to our 
people’. The dark stain survives, however, on the robust arched braced ceiling 
in the nave, with its array of cusped struts. This is a fine sturdy construction and 
is repeated with minor changes over the chancel. Indeed, as the correspondent 
of the Worcester Journal states: ‘there is about the whole edifice solidity and 
reality which is most agreeable…..it possesses great beauty both externally and 
internally and is altogether a highly successful work’.
The sparkling freshness of the new church at Storridge must have made the Revd 
Hampden look more critically at the parish church of St James, which for all the 
diligence of several generations of churchwardens had lost much of its pristine 
shine. It was very distant from the ideals of the Cambridge Camden Society and 
the Oxford Tractarians, being the epitome of the down-at-heel churches railed 
against in The Ecclesiologist. In particular, it lacked a discrete and well-designed 
chancel. Hill’s view of the south side of the church in 1717 shows a continuous 
roof, with the eastern end of the church simply marked with a priest’s door with 
one 14th century window beyond it. By the 1850s chancels had become de 
rigueur as a sacerdotal space, separated from the nave by a screen, providing an 
inner sanctum for the officiating clergy accompanied by a vested choir. A 
conscientious churchman like Hampden, even without overtly high church 
leanings, would realise that something was lacking at St James’s.

David Whitehead

Note on sources: As a result of Covid, this article was written without a thorough 
search among the records in the Herefordshire Archives (HAS). Instead it relies 
heavily upon local newspapers provided on-line (but sadly incomplete) by the 
British Library. The pious Victorian press was fascinated by local church affairs 
and rarely missed even the most minor event. Victorian incumbents, I believe, 
were very good at promoting their work. In the last two or three decades much 
has also been written on Victorian architects and architecture, a small sample of 
which is reflected here. Sadly, with the exception of the new editions of ‘Pevsner’, 
they are rarely found in local public libraries.
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