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LUTTERWORTH PARISH 

Boundaries and Extent 

Lutterworth’s parish boundary (Map 2) was largely defined by the Roman Watling Street (also the 

county boundary with Warwickshire), the river Swift and two brooks. At the southernmost point of 

the parish, Bransford Bridge carries Watling Street over the river Swift. From here, the parish 

boundary originally ran north-west along the centre of the Roman road, with the boundary moved to 

the sides of the road in 1935 for administrative convenience.1  The boundary turned away from the 

road at a high ridge of land, initially following this ridge to the north-east, then east, along a well-

defined track (later part of Bitteswell airfield) towards Leicester Road, avoiding steeper gradients. 

The boundary turned to the north at Bitteswell Brook, and followed the brook upstream for nearly 2 

miles to its source.  

The next section is poorly defined within the landscape. The boundary extended north-east for c.750 

yd, crossing fields on each side of Leicester Road. From the northernmost point of the parish, it 

turned to the south-east, crossing open country for c.½ mile to meet the source of another brook. It 

followed this downstream to its confluence with a slightly larger brook, and continued along this 

watercourse to meet the River Swift.  

 
Map 2: The Civil Parish of Lutterworth in 2009 (map removed from this draft) 

From this point the ancient boundary probably continued along the Swift to Watling Street. If so, the 

boundary had moved south, away from the river, by c.1216, when St John’s hospital (south of the 

river) was founded in Lutterworth.2 The boundary in 1884 turned away from the river at what was 

then the Spital mill dam, and crossed the roads to Market Harborough and Rugby before turning 

south-west to cross fields for c.600 yd, then north-west for c.400 yd, to rejoin the river Swift.3  

This section of the boundary was altered in 1993.4 From a point where the former mill leat had been 

crossed by the motorway embankment, the revised boundary ran south along the centre of the 

motorway for nearly 1 mile, then turned north-west to cross fields for nearly ¾ mile, to meet the 

river at the point where the 1884 boundary rejoined the Swift. This transferred 124 a. from 

Misterton to Lutterworth.  

The boundary then followed the course of the river downstream for c.1½ miles to Bransford Bridge, 

where this perambulation began. The civil parish contained 2,589 a. in 1891,5 and 1,102 ha. (2,722 

a.) in 2011.6  

Landscape 

The town occupies a prominent plateau on a tongue of high land which rises sharply above the 

valleys of the river Swift (a tributary of the Warwickshire Avon), which runs north-east to south-

 
1 Ministry of Health Provisional Order Confirmation (Leicester and Warwick Act), 1935. 
2 VCH Leics. II, 42–3. 
3 OS Map 25”, Leics. XLIX.13 (1884 edn). 
4 The Harborough (Parishes) Order, 1993. 
5 Census, 1891, http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/census/table/EW1891POP2_M2?u_id=10387632&show=DB 

(accessed 25 Jan. 2020). 
6 https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/localarea?compare=E04005452 (accessed 25 Jan. 2020). 

http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/census/table/EW1891POP2_M2?u_id=10387632&show=DB
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/localarea?compare=E04005452
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west, and the valley of the Bitteswell Brook to its west. The Swift valley lies c.100 m. above 

Ordnance Datum, St Mary’s church is c.130 m. above OD, and the highest point in the parish, on the 

north-eastern parish boundary, is c.140 m. above OD.7 Although the difference in height is not great, 

some of the gradients are quite steep. 

The river and its valley would have been striking features of the early landscape. Lutterworth’s 

place-name may be derived from Hlūtre, an Old English word meaning pure, clear or bright, which 

might be the original river name.8 The river had become known as the Swift by 1577, probably from 

the verb swīfan, to wend or sweep, describing its winding course through the valley.9 

The parish sits on the western edge of the blue lias formation.10 The soils mostly comprise alluvium 

along the river and brooks, and boulder clay of moderate fertility away from the valleys.11 The 

meadows are prone to flood, but the excess water soon subsides into the alluvium.12   

No woodland was recorded in Lutterworth or any of the surrounding parishes in 1086,13 and there 

have been no stone quarries. The need for timber for domestic and agricultural buildings, and wood 

for fuel established Lutterworth’s importance as a market centre linking south Leicestershire and 

part of Northamptonshire with the woodlands of north Warwickshire.  

Communication 

Roads and bridges 

Watling Street, the Roman road from London to Chester,14 bears the hallmarks of an earlier route. It 

passes over the headwaters of rivers, those to its west flowing into the Bristol Channel, and those to 

its east into the Humber.15 The road remained important to the development of Lutterworth 

through the medieval period and beyond. Bransford Bridge, where Watling Street crosses the Swift, 

was probably built of stone in the medieval period, and is named on Christopher Saxton’s county 

map of 1576.16 William Palley left 6s. 8d. towards the repair of this bridge in 1507,17 and John 

Paybody also left 6s. 8d. for the bridge in 1520.18 Writing in 1586, William Camden, noted that the 

bridge was ‘of long time broken downe’, suggesting Watling Street was not then heavily used, but 

the bridge had ‘now’ been repaired ‘at the common charge of the country’.19 It was repaired again in 

1649 by the counties of Leicestershire and Warwickshire.20 

 
7 OS map 1:25,000, Landranger sheet 140 (2009 edn). 
8 B. Cox, The Place-Names of Leicestershire, V (Nottingham, 2011), xiv, 137. 
9 E. Ekwall, English River-names (Oxford, 1928), 387. 
10 http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html (accessed 24 Feb. 2019); M.J. Simms, N. Chidlaw, N. 

Morton and K.N. Page, British Lower Jurassic Stratigraphy (Peterborough, 2004), 4.  
11 Cranfield Soil and Agrifood Institute, http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/ (accessed 24 Feb. 2019);  

http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html (accessed 24 Feb. 2019). 
12 Warws. RO, CR 2017/L/5/8; Northampton Mercury, 16 Oct. 1875. 
13 H.C. Darby and I.B. Terrett, The Domesday Geography of Midland England (Cambridge, 1954), 338. 
14 I.D. Margary, Roman Roads in Britain (1973), 186. 
15 VCH Leics. III, 62–3. 
16 ROLLR, Ma/L/35.  
17 TNA, PROB 11/15/491. 
18 ROLLR, Wills & Inventories 1515–26, f. 374-374v. 
19 W. Camden, Britain or a Chorographicall Description of the Most Flourishing Kingdomes (1637 edn), 517. 
20 VCH Leics. III, 90; S.C. Ratcliff and H.C. Johnson, Warwick County Records, II (Warwick, 1936), 198, 225–

6.  

http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html
http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/
http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html


 Victoria County History: Leicestershire  LUTTERWORTH DRAFT TEXT by P.J. Fisher and A. Watkins 
 

3 

 

It has been suggested that the road linking Lutterworth and Leicester may also be of Roman origin, 

although it approaches Leicester over the extensive floodplains of the river Sence, which would have 

impeded winter journeys.21 Its line, if extended south, would link Leicester to a Roman settlement 

alongside Watling Street at Caves Inn Farm, believed to be Tripontium, named in the Antonine 

Itineraries.22 It passes through Lutterworth’s main market area and crosses the river Swift by the 

medieval hospital site at Spital Bridge. This bridge may have been built in 1214, when the market 

charter was obtained.23 It was probably built of stone before 1576, when it was included on Saxton’s 

map.24 John Chapleyn left 20s. towards its repair in 1523.25  

The approach to Lutterworth from Coventry and the west was probably the most important road for 

the town’s economy in the Middle Ages. It was known on the east of Watling Street as ‘The Coalpit 

Lane’,26 and in Lutterworth as ‘the king’s highway (Viam Regium) called Colespitts’ in 1509.27 Within 

Lutterworth parish, it crossed Bitteswell Brook at Wood Bridge, which had been built in stone by at 

least 1601.28 The importance of this route and bridge in 1667 is demonstrated by petitions 

presented by inhabitants of the Warwickshire towns and villages of Attleborough, Brinklow, Chilvers 

Coton, Easenhall, Monks Kirby, Nuneaton, Pailton, Stretton-under-Fosse, Willey and Wolvey, 

protesting against the removal of the stone bridge.29 

Roads leading north-west through Bitteswell and north-east through Gilmorton would have been 

important for local villagers attending the market. The latter road may have been of some 

importance before 1214.30  

A turnpike trust was formed in 1755 to manage the road from Market Harborough to Coventry.31 

This entered Lutterworth from the south over Spital Bridge and passed along High Street and Market 

Street before turning west to join Coventry Road. There were toll gates to the south of Spital Bridge 

and at Cross in Hand on Watling Street.32 Spital Bridge was rebuilt by subscription in 1778,33 and 

widened in 1910.34 

The road from Hinckley to ‘Lutterworth Town’s End’ became a turnpike in 1762. This left Watling 

Street at High Cross to pass through the Claybrookes, Ullesthorpe and Bitteswell, entering 

Lutterworth on Bitteswell Road, avoiding the steeper gradients on Coventry Road.35 There was a toll 

gate on Bitteswell Road, adjacent to the parish boundary between Lutterworth and Bitteswell, 

where the turnpike ended.36 The Leicester to Lutterworth road became a turnpike in 1764.37 There 

 
21 VCH Leics. III, 66. 
22 I.D. Margary, Roman Roads in Britain (1973), 217; Rugby Archaeological Society, ‘Tripontium’, 

http://www.rugbyarchaeology.org.uk/index.php/tripontium (accessed 1 Feb. 2020). 
23 D. Harrison, The Bridges of Medieval England (Oxford, 2004), 57–8. 
24 ROLLR, Ma/L/35. 
25 TNA, PROB 11/21/428. 
26 OS Map 1” (1834–5), in Cassini, Past and Present Maps: Rugby and Lutterworth (2007). 
27 Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42, f. 1. 
28 Warws. RO, CR 2017/L5/8. 
29 Warws. RO, CR 2017/L5/1–12. 
30 VCH Leics. III, 65. 
31 CJ 27 247; 28 Geo. II, c. 40; A. Cossons, The Turnpike Roads of Leicestershire and Rutland (Newtown 

Linford, 2003), 51.  
32 ROLLR, DE 115/1.  
33 W. White, Hist., Dir. and Gaz. of Leics. and Rutl. (Sheffield 1846), 401. 
34 Leic. Daily Post, 16 Mar. 1910.  
35 2 Geo. III, c. 54; VCH Leics. III, 91; ROLLR, DE 115/1; Cossons, Turnpike Roads, 58. 
36 OS Map. 25” Leics. XLVIII.12 (1887 edn).  
37 4 Geo. III, c. 84; CJ 29, 1051; VCH Leics. III, 81, 91; Cossons, Turnpike Roads, 62.  

http://www.rugbyarchaeology.org.uk/index.php/tripontium
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was a toll gate on Leicester road at ‘Bitteswell Gate’, immediately north of the junction with Hall 

Lane, Bitteswell.38 This ended free passage into the town from every direction except the rural route 

from Gilmorton and the north-east.  

A road from Banbury through Cotesbach to ‘the South End of Mill Field’ in Lutterworth became a 

turnpike in 1765.39 From 1785, this connected with the turnpike road to Rugby from ‘the Gibbet or 

Lutterworth Hand’ on Watling Street.40 A toll gate south of Spital bridge charged travellers who were 

not crossing the bridge into Lutterworth.41  

The section of Watling Street which formed one of Lutterworth’s parish boundaries never became a 

turnpike. It may not have been an attractive proposition financially, as much of the traffic may have 

turned off the road at High Cross, Cross in Hand or Gibbet Hill. Through traffic not wishing to stop at 

Lutterworth had an alternative route on improved road surfaces from 1724 by taking the turnpike 

linking Weedon Bec (Northants.), on Watling Street, 18 miles south of Lutterworth, to Dunchurch 

(Warws.), and another from Dunchurch through Coventry to Meriden (Warwicks.). From 1744, 

another turnpike linked Coleshill (Warwicks.), six miles north of Meriden, to Watling Street at 

Lichfield (Staffs.). 42 These created financial interests in opposing any improvements to the stretch of 

Watling Street alongside Lutterworth, and petitions presented to parliament in 1734, 1760 and 1809 

in favour of a trust for the Lutterworth section failed.43 This left it toll-free, an important 

consideration for drovers, and may have helped Lutterworth’s livestock market to thrive between 

1724 and 1840.     

The turnpike acts expired during the 1870s: Banbury to Lutterworth in 1871,44 Leicester to 

Lutterworth in 1872,45 Market Harborough to Coventry in 1874,46 Hinckley to Lutterworth in 1876,47 

and from Rugby to the road which linked Lutterworth and Market Harborough in 1878.48  

The M1 motorway reached Lutterworth in 1964, where a junction was constructed.49 Also of 

significance was the extension of the M6 southwards in 1971, with a junction midway between 

Lutterworth and the centre of Rugby,50 and the M69 motorway between Coventry and Leicester, 

which opened in 1976–7, crossing Watling Street to the south-east of Hinckley.51 These three 

motorways form a triangle which is bisected by Watling Street. The latter remained a key arterial 

route through the midlands, with more than 20 per cent of vehicles using this route in 2015 being 

heavy goods vehicles.52 A road linking the M1 junction to Watling Street, which also serves Magna 

 
38 Leic. Jnl, 12 Feb 1875; OS Map 25”, Leics. XLIX.5 (1904 edn). 
39 5 Geo. III, c. 105; Cossons, Turnpike Roads, 63. 
40 25 Geo. III, c. 115; Cossons, Turnpike Roads, 67. 
41 ROLLR, DE 115/1. 
42 W. Albert, The Turnpike Road System in England, 1663–1840 (Cambridge, 1972), 227. 
43 CJ 22, 387, 388–9; CJ 28, 705, 742, 744, 760, 766, 778, 779, 781, 789; ROLLR, QS 71/3; Northants. Arch., 

QS 2A; Cossons, Turnpike Roads, 59–61. 
44 33 & 34 Vict. c. 73.  
45 34 & 35 Vict. c. 115; 35 & 36 Vict. c. 85. 
46 35 & 36 Vict. c. 85. 
47 39 & 40 Vict. c. 39. 
48 36 & 37 Vict. c. 90.  
49 Coventry Evening Telegraph, 30 Sept. 1964. 
50 http://www.ciht.org.uk/motorway/openings.htm (accessed 30 Dec. 2014). 
51 Coventry Evening Telegraph, 8 Dec. 1976. 
52 A5 Partnership, Draft Strategy for Growth, 2018–2031, 209, 

http://politics.leics.gov.uk/documents/s136054/A5%20Strategy%20Appx%20B%20-

%20Current%20working%20draft%20of%20revised%20A5%20Strategy.pdf (accessed 20 Feb. 2021). 

http://www.ciht.org.uk/motorway/openings.htm
http://politics.leics.gov.uk/documents/s136054/A5%20Strategy%20Appx%20B%20-%20Current%20working%20draft%20of%20revised%20A5%20Strategy.pdf
http://politics.leics.gov.uk/documents/s136054/A5%20Strategy%20Appx%20B%20-%20Current%20working%20draft%20of%20revised%20A5%20Strategy.pdf
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Park logistics estate, opened c.1988 and created a southern bypass to the town.53 The north-south 

road through the centre of the town, leading to Leicester (north) and Rugby (south), continued to be 

well used by through traffic, as well as local journeys, in 2020. 

Carriers and logistics, coaches and bus services 

Carriers and logistics 

William Perkins provided a weekly carrier service by wagon between Lutterworth and London in 

1681.54 The weekly service to London from the Denbigh Arms in 1794 took three days in each 

direction.55  

Carriers were running regular weekly services between Lutterworth and 14 towns and villages in 

1822, including Birmingham, Coventry, Northampton and Rugby, and twice-weekly services to 

Leicester and Market Harborough.56 A weekly wagon to London ran in 1835, with other weekly 

carrier services to Leicester, Hinckley, Market Harborough, Coventry, Rugby and Stretton Wharf, on 

the Oxford canal, near Brinklow (Warws.).57 A further 23 destinations had been added by 1846, 

including North Kilworth and Welford, where there were wharfs on the Grand Union canal and its 

Welford branch.58 No earlier service to any canal wharf is noted. Only the Leicester services (on 

Wednesdays and Saturdays) were noted in 1877.59 Most packages were presumably then carried by 

train from Ullesthorpe or Welford stations. 

Magna Park, situated at the junction between Watling Street and Lutterworth’s southern by-pass, 

was developed from 1987, and described itself in 2020 as ‘Europe’s largest dedicated distribution 

location’, with over 8 million sq. ft. of warehousing and office space.60 Heavy goods vehicles from 

Magna Park have added substantially to the volume of traffic passing across the parish. 

Coaches 

The earliest passenger stage-coaches between London and Chester bypassed the stretch of Watling 

Street by Lutterworth.61 The London to Chester mail-coach was re-routed from 1788 to run through 

Northampton, Lutterworth and Hinckley before re-joining Watling Street.62 A ‘New Commercial Post 

Coach’ offered a service between Manchester and London in 1787. The route passed along the 

Hinckley to Lutterworth turnpike.63 One of the five proprietors was William Mash, the tenant at the 

Denbigh Arms, who was also Lutterworth’s post-master. Passengers using this fast two-day service 

‘supped’ at Lutterworth.64 Trade goods and small parcels were also carried.65  

 
53 https://lutterworth.magnapark.co.uk/site-information/about-site/ (accessed 9 Oct. 2020). 
54 T. Delaune, The Present State of London (1681), 418; T. Delaune (ed. Anon), Angliae Metropolis: or, the 

Present State of London (1691), 423.  
55 Universal Dir. (1794), 604. 
56 Pigot & Co., Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1822), 227. 
57 Pigot & Co., Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1835), 150. 
58 W. White, Hist., Gaz. and Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (Sheffield, 1846), 411. 
59 W. White, Hist., Gaz. and Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (Sheffield, 1877), 526. 
60 https://lutterworth.magnapark.co.uk/site-information/about-site/ (accessed 9 Oct. 2020). 
61 D. Gerhold, Carriers and Coachmasters: Trade and Travel before the Turnpikes (Chichester, 2005), 119–22. 
62 J. Soer, The Royal Mail in Leicestershire and Rutland (Midland (GB) Postal History Society, 1997), 10–11.  
63 Manchester Mercury, 21 Oct. 1788; 10 Feb 1789. 
64 Manchester Mercury, 17 Jul. 1787; Universal Dir. (1794), 605.   
65 Manchester Mercury, 21 Oct. 1788. 

https://lutterworth.magnapark.co.uk/site-information/about-site/
https://lutterworth.magnapark.co.uk/site-information/about-site/
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William Mash was also a proprietor of the ‘Cambridge and Birmingham Sociable Post-Coach’. 66 This 

was a one-day service between those towns for passengers and goods. Stops in 1792 and 1793 

included Lutterworth (Denbigh Arms), where passengers could transfer to the Chester and Holyhead 

Mail, or to ‘heavy coaches’. The latter offered a twice-weekly service from Lutterworth to Chester 

and Holyhead in 1794.67 They were probably carriers’ wagons with some physical adaptation for 

passengers, and were much slower than stage-coaches.68  

The ‘Umpire’, a stage-coach service between London and Liverpool, stopped in Lutterworth in 1822, 

also using the turnpike road between Lutterworth and Hinckley. It travelled through the night, 

arriving at Lutterworth at 3 am for Liverpool and at 5 am for London.69 In 1828, it called at the Hind, 

while the mail coach called at the Denbigh Arms.70 These two services continued in 1835, although 

the inns had changed: the Crown for the mail and the Greyhound for the Umpire, which was leaving 

even earlier for London. The ‘Regulator’ ran between Leicester and Oxford in 1835, calling at 

Lutterworth.71   

The London to Chester mail-coach was withdrawn in 1838, with the post transferred to the railway.72 

The commercial coaches also ceased, with the exception of the service from Oxford through 

Lutterworth to Leicester, which still ran in 1841, although travellers were advised that there was a 

faster route by coach between Oxford and Aylesbury, then by train to Leicester.73 No coaches passed 

through Lutterworth in 1846.74 

Buses 

William Veers of the Denbigh Arms provided an omnibus service to Ullesthorpe station in 1840.75 ‘A 

Midland Traveller’ complained in 1858 that seven people were expected to squeeze into an omnibus 

‘only fit for five (and they ought to be light weights)’.76 A ‘genteeler and more exclusive FLY’ provided 

an alternative for some.77 An ‘improved’ service was offered by Midland Railway to meet specific 

trains in 1867.78 Edward Voss, of the Fox Inn, began a service to Ullesthorpe station in 1875 in an 

omnibus ‘constructed to hold 20 passengers’.79 Services were infrequent in 1890.80 

Omnibus services to Welford station, which opened in 1850, appear to have been infrequent, but a 

‘new omnibus connection’ was introduced in 1887, which took 40 minutes.81 It may have been short-

lived, as Lutterworth parish council complained in 1890 that the station name was Welford and 

 
66 Northampton Mercury, 15 Sept. 1792; 8 June 1793. 
67 Universal Dir. (1794), 604. 
68 Gerhold, Carriers, 80–83. 
69 Pigot & Co., Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1822), 227. 
70 Pigot & Co., Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1828), 499. 
71 Pigot & Co., Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1835), 150. 
72 Soer, The Royal Mail, 182. 
73 Pigot & Co., Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1841), 41. 
74 White, Hist. (Sheffield, 1846), 400–11. 
75 Leic. Jnl, 26 Jun. 1840. 
76 Leic. Jnl, 24 Dec. 1858, emphasis original. 
77 Anon, A Reply to the Question (if it should ever be asked) “Where and What is Bitteswell?” (Lutterworth, 

1848), 24, emphasis original. 
78 Rugby Advertiser, 2 Feb. 1867. 
79 Leic. Jnl, 11 Jun. 1875. 
80 Leic. Chron., 13 Sept. 1890. 
81 R.V.J. Butt, Dir. of Railway Stations (Sparkford, 1995), 243; Northampton Merc., 26 Nov. 1887. 
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Lutterworth, yet there were no conveyances from there to the town.82 Services ceased when 

Lutterworth station opened in 1899. 

Fred Gee relocated his bus business from Swinford to Lutterworth in 1953, and ran five buses until 

1969, when the business was taken over by Woods Coaches, and later by Lutterworth Coaches Ltd.83 

The company was dissolved in 2015.84 

Following the closure of Lutterworth station in 1969, Midland Red provided a bus service between 

Rugby and Leicester, calling at Lutterworth.85 A fast service from Leicester to Coventry through 

Lutterworth was introduced in 1974, but redirected along the M69 motorway in 1977, bypassing 

Lutterworth.86 A post-bus service between Lutterworth and six local villages was introduced and 

subsidised by the Post Office for five years from 1996, which also collected and delivered post to 

village post offices.87  

A daytime service between Rugby and Leicester, through Lutterworth, continued to operate in 2020, 

although journey times were long as it stopped at many local villages.88 There were also buses 

between Hinckley and the Magna Park distribution centre, with connections from there into the 

town.89 Centrebus provided a service between Lutterworth and Market Harborough in 2020, 

although the last afternoon buses in both directions would be too early for most employees.90  

Railways 

The Midland Counties Railway opened a line in 1840 from Derby through Leicester to join the 

London and Birmingham line at Rugby, with a station at Ullesthorpe, 3 miles north-west of 

Lutterworth.91 Presumably in a bid to attract more custom, the station changed its name to 

‘Ullesthorpe for Lutterworth’ in 1879. Facing competition from the anticipated opening of a station 

at Lutterworth on the Great Central Railway, it was renamed ‘Ullesthorpe and Lutterworth’ in 1897. 

It retained that name until 1930 when, probably as a result of ongoing objections, it was renamed 

Ullesthorpe.92 The line closed in 1962.93  

The London and North Western Railway opened a station in 1850 on a branch line which linked 

Rugby to Market Harborough and Stamford. The closest station to Lutterworth lay 5½ miles east of 

the town, between North Kilworth and Husbands Bosworth, but was named Welford (a place known 

to travellers as an overnight stop on a coaching route, and for its wharf on a branch of the Grand 

Union canal).94 The station was renamed ‘Welford, Kilworth’ in 1853, ‘Welford and Kilworth’ in 1855 

 
82 Leic. Chron., 13 Sept. 1890. 
83 Lutterworth Local History Group, Journal (2002), 8–9. 
84 https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/company/03134972 (accessed 22 Aug. 2020). 
85 Coventry Eve. Telegraph, 28 Jan. 1969. 
86 Coventry Eve. Telegraph, 12 Dec. 1973; 9 Nov. 1977. 
87 https://www.independent.co.uk/money/spend-save/post-bus-delivers-a-rural-lifeline-1341797.html (accessed 

20 Aug. 2020). 
88 https://lutterworth.magnapark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/X84-April-2017.png (accessed 20 Aug. 

2020). 
89 https://lutterworth.magnapark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Bus-Routes-2019.pdf (accessed 20 Aug. 

2020). 
90 https://bustimes.org/services/58-market-harborough-lutterworth (accessed 20 Aug. 2020). 
91 VCH Leics. III, 116;  R. Williams, The Midland Railway: A New History (Newton Abbot, 1988) 18. 
92 Leic. Chron., 13 Sept. 1890; Butt, Dir., 237, 243. 
93 Butt, Dir., 237. 
94 Butt, Dir., 243; Gerhold, Carriers, 7. 

https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/company/03134972
https://www.independent.co.uk/money/spend-save/post-bus-delivers-a-rural-lifeline-1341797.html
https://lutterworth.magnapark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/X84-April-2017.png
https://lutterworth.magnapark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Bus-Routes-2019.pdf
https://bustimes.org/services/58-market-harborough-lutterworth
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and ‘Welford and Lutterworth’ in 1897, just before Lutterworth gained its own station. The name 

was changed back to ‘Welford and Kilworth’ in 1913. The line closed in 1966.95  

A public meeting was called in Lutterworth in 1861, with the 7th earl of Denbigh in the chair, to 

discuss how the town could best be linked directly to the railway network by a branch line. Some 

present were from other villages, seeking options that would also favour their needs. It was resolved 

that a deputation of 13 people from Lutterworth and the villages would wait upon the directors of 

the London and North Western Railway Company.96 Nothing came of this.  

 

Figure 2: The Great Central Railway Bridge at the east end of Station Road in Lutterworth, c.1897 

(west elevation). The steps to the island platform were to the side of the northern abutment. The 

seated wagon on the rails presumably carried navvies. From the S.W.A. Newton collection (L3140). 

(image removed from this draft) 

A crowded public meeting in Lutterworth’s Town Hall in 1890, with Marston Buszard QC in the chair, 

listened to the proposals of the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway Company (later, the 

Great Central Railway Company) for a line from Liverpool to London. Their engineer advised that the 

route would probably pass within 440 yd of the town centre. Lord Denbigh (the 8th earl) was said to 

be a firm supporter, and a resolution welcoming the proposal was carried ‘with the greatest 

enthusiasm’.97 Construction began in 1894 (Figure 2).98 The line opened to coal traffic in 1898 to bed 

down the track, and Lutterworth station opened to passengers and goods in 1899.99  

The line was threatened with closure in 1961.100 Goods services ceased in 1965. The line closed as a 

though route to London in 1966, but remained open between Rugby and Nottingham, and 

Lutterworth station became an unstaffed halt. It closed to passengers in 1969.101 

Post and Telecommunications 

Lutterworth received its post from Market Harborough in 1669.102 Henry Tilley of Lutterworth made 

payments to the post office between 1713 and 1739, suggesting a postal service had been 

established in the town. His place was taken by Thomas Wyatt, and in 1750 Thomas’s widow 

Susanna Wyatt was named as postmistress.103 Lord Denbigh asked for John Smith to be appointed in 

1767.104  

 
95 Butt, Dir., 243; A. Moore, Leicestershire’s Stations: An Historical Perspective (Narborough, 1998), 98–101. 
96 Leic. Jnl, 25 Jan. 1861; 8 Mar. 1861; Leics. VCH III, 121–2. 
97 Leic. Chron., 13 Sept. 1890. 
98 G. Boyd-Hope and A. Sargent, Railways and Rural Life: S.W.A. Newton and the Great Central Railway 

(Swindon, 2007), 8, 54. 
99 Leic. Chron., 30 Jul. 1898; Rugby Advertiser, 18 Mar. 1899. 
100 House of Commons Debate, 13 Mar. 1961, vol. 636, 1151–60 at 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/1961-03-13/debates/a47d0fe9-7cef-4d65-8336-

80626b08e53f/Railways(LeicestershireServices); ROLLR, DE 1379/517/69b. 
101 Moore, Leicestershire’s Stations, 177, 189. 
102 Soer, Royal Mail, 8. 
103 Ibid., 181.  
104 Warws. R.O., CR 2017/C243, p. 64. 
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William Mash, innkeeper of the Denbigh Arms, was postmaster in 1783.105 He died in 1829, and was 

succeeded by his son Stephen, who was also a mail-coach contractor.106 Mash left the Denbigh Arms 

in 1833, initially retaining the post office business. He resigned the latter in 1835, when William 

Veers was appointed, and the office returned to the Denbigh Arms. The post office has operated 

from several different premises, and as a sub-office under Rugby between 1914 and 1973, and 

Leicester from 1973. A delivery office, serving Lutterworth and surrounding villages, opened in 1992 

at Bilton Way Industrial Estate, to the east of Leicester Road.107  

There were plans to install a telephone exchange at the post office, on High Street, in 1908.108 It had 

only 11 subscribers in 1911.109 Applicants for the post of telephonist in 1958 needed to apply to the 

postmaster at Rugby.110 A replacement exchange was built on Lower Leicester Road in the mid 1960s 

as part of the conversion to crossbar technology.111 

Fibre broadband was available from 2011–12.112 

Population 

There were 28 households in 1086, suggesting a population of around 140.113 The 42 tenants and 25 

burgesses listed in 1279 imply a population of c.300.114 There were 225 people enumerated for the 

poll tax in 1377, which suggests c.450 inhabitants.115   

The number of houses appears stable over the 16th century, with 116 dwellings listed in 1509 

(perhaps 520 people),116 106 households in 1563,117 and 117 homes in 1607.118 The 564 

communicants recorded in 1603,119 had increased to 644 in 1676,120 perhaps a population of c.970 at 

the latter date. There were 225 houses listed in the 1670 Hearth Tax,121 almost twice as many as in 

1607. Some of the growth came from people moving from local open-field villages that were being 

enclosed, such as Cotesbach in 1607 and Catthorpe in 1656.122 This was acknowledged by the 

landowners of several parishes, who agreed to contribute to the cost of poor relief in Lutterworth.123 

 
105 Soer, Royal Mail, 181. 
106 Ibid., ROLLR, DE 2094/11. 
107 Soer, Royal Mail, 181–2. 
108 Rugby Advertiser, 21 Mar. 1908. 
109 Rugby Advertiser, 6 Jan. 1912. 
110 Rugby Advertiser, 5 Dec. 1958. 
111 Extant 2020. 
112 Harborough District Council, Settlement Profile: Lutterworth (2015), 8. 
113 Domesday, 645. 
114 Nichols, History, IV, 247; Rot. Hund., 239. 
115 Fenwick, Poll Taxes, I, 491.  
116 Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42. 
117 A. Dyer and D.M. Palliser (eds), The Diocesan Population Returns for 1563 and 1603 (Oxford, 2005), 216. 
118 TNA, LR 2/255. 
119 Dyer and Palliser (eds), Diocesan Population, 381. 
120 A. Whiteman, The Compton Census of 1676: A Critical Edition (London, 1986), 336. 
121 VCH Leics. III, 172; TNA, E 179/240/279. 
122 L.A. Parker, ‘The agrarian revolution at Cotesbach, 1501–1612’ Trans. LAHS, 24 (1948), 41–76; J. Lee, A 

Vindication of a Regulated Inclosure (1656). 
123 Below, Social History, Social Character. 
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It was estimated in 1709 that there were 310 families and 1,000 residents in the town.124 A census in 

1781 found 353 houses and 1,484 inhabitants.125 By 1801, the resident population had increased to 

1,652. This grew steadily to reach 2,531 in 1841, but then declined each decade until 1901, when the 

population was just 1,734, fewer than lived in Leicestershire’s ‘industrial villages’, such as Barwell 

and Enderby.126 Steady growth then returned, but Lutterworth in the 20th and early 21st centuries 

never exceeded the size of a large village. There were 3,197 residents in 1951,127 before modern 

housing development driven by county planning provided homes for a population of 9,353 in 

2011.128 

Settlement 

Early settlement, to 1214 

There has been extensive fieldwalking across the parish. Many worked flints have been found,129 

with the quantity near Thornborough spinney suggesting a significant site.130 A ‘tumulus’ noted by 

the Ordnance Survey in Moorbarns is believed to be an early Bronze Age round barrow, and a 

cinerary urn was found within.131 Another possible barrow, identified from aerial photographs, was 

partly destroyed by the construction of the M1.132 Iron Age discoveries have been concentrated in 

the Leader’s Farm area in the west of the parish, where a small settlement site has been found.133 A 

field system of the late Iron Age or Roman period has been identified on adjacent land.134 

A total of 318 Roman coins have been found in Lutterworth, including hoards of 46 coins (from 69 to 

161 AD) found in 1725, and 254 bronze coins (from 251 to 270 AD) discovered in 1869.135 There is 

little sign of any Roman settlement in Lutterworth’s fields other than an oven and possible smithy 

between the former railway line and the motorway,136 and a possible Roman field system on the 

west of the town.137 A fragment of a Roman column 32 cm diameter, and part of a moulded cornice 

were found in Regent Street, and it is possible that a villa, or a larger settlement, lies beneath the 

modern town centre.138  

There may have been a pre-Conquest minster church at Lutterworth.139 The prominent site of 

Lutterworth’s medieval church, on a plateau, with a curved and steeply sloping boundary to the 

south-east (possibly the ‘worth’ in the place-name), could have been occupied by the minster and its 

 
124 J. Broad (ed.), Bishop Wake’s Summary of Visitation Returns from the Diocese of Lincoln 1705–15, II 

(Oxford, 2012), 857. 
125 Nichols, History, IV, 257. 
126 VCH Leics. III, 192. 
127 Ibid. 
128 https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/localarea?compare=E04005452 (accessed 25 Jan. 2020). 
129 Leics. and Rutl. HER, MLE nos. 1941, 1943, 2078, 2143, 2144, 6010, 6052, 6438, 6440, 7031, 7032, 7034, 

7117, 7199, 7200, 7500, 7666, 10412, 10413, 10427–31, 10455, 15846, 21679, 21680, 22472.  
130 Leics. and Rutl. HER, MLE 1905 (Mesolithic), MLE 1906 (Neolithic) (OS SP 551 846). 
131 Leics. and Rutl. HER, MLE 1920 (OS SP 531 834). 
132 Leics. and Rutl. HER, MLE 1903 (OS SP 550 845). 
133 Leics. and Rutl. HER, MLE 19881 (OS SP 531 842). 
134 Leics. and Rutl. HER, MLE 19883 (OS SP 530 841). 
135 Leics. and Rutl. HER, MLE 7867; 7868; 7871; 7873; 7874; VCH Leics. I, 180; A. Pownall, ‘On a recent find 

of Roman coins in Leicestershire’, Trans. LAHS, 4 (1869–75), 36–47; M.J. Winter, ‘A survey of Romano-

British coin hoards in Leicestershire, Trans. LAHS, 53 (1977–78), 3, 5. 
136 Leics. and Rutl. HER, MLE 2141 (OS SP 548 836) 
137 Leics. and Rutl. HER, MLE 18332 (OS SP 522 839), MLE 20570 (OS SP 530 842). 
138 Leics. and Rutl. HER, MLE 7870 (OS SP 543 843). 
139 Below, Religious History, Church Origins and Parochial Organisation. 

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/localarea?compare=E04005452
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enclosure of c.20 acres (Map 3). This enclosure could have been prehistoric in origin, or constructed 

in the 7th or 8th century. The adjacent village of Misterton (meaning the minster estate or 

settlement) could have been the landed endowment of the minster.140 Minster churches often 

stimulated the growth of a town, as the provisioning needs of a religious community, and visits from 

the pious on Sundays and feast days, would have encouraged trade.141 This might suggest that 

Lutterworth’s origins as a centre of trade, at least in embryo, date back before the Norman 

Conquest. 

Map 3: Possible site of a minster and its precincts (map removed from this draft) 

Archaeological evidence from the 7th to 10th centuries is slim, but does suggest a site in the vicinity. 

Seven sherds of early Anglo-Saxon pottery were found in a pit, 240 m south-west of the motorway 

junction,142 and a similar quantity of late Anglo-Saxon pottery was found in a ditch at what became 

Station Road.143  

In 1086, 28 people were enumerated at Lutterworth, suggesting a well-established settlement: the 

median of the 43 settlements in Guthlaxton hundred was 20.144 The limited quantity of 

archaeological evidence from the period immediately before the Conquest might be explained by an 

earlier settlement lying under the present town, with its fields having been covered by residential 

development before fieldwalking took place.   

Development of the town, to 1509 

 

 
140 Cox, Place-names, 147. 
141 J. Blair, ‘Small towns, 600–1270’, in D.M. Palliser, The Cambridge Urban History of Britain (Cambridge, 

2000), I, 251. 
142 Leics. and Rutl. HER, MLE 23244 (OS SP 548 830). 
143 Leics. and Rutl. HER, MLE 21783 (OS 545 844). 
144 Domesday, 645; VCH Leics., III, 160–1. 
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Figure 3: This group of three shops, nos. 13–17 High Street may occupy three of the burgage plots 
laid out by Nicholas de Verdun. The capitals on the pilasters and the central pediment are typical of 

the local vernacular in the early 19th century. 
 
The beginnings of the medieval town lay in the charter obtained by Nicholas de Verdun in 1214 for a 

weekly market.145 There were 43 burgage plots in 1279, although there may have been difficulties in 

attracting permanent residents, as these were then occupied by only 25 burgesses.146 One burgage 

was conveyed in 1362 by Thomas Feilding to William, son of Thomas Poultney, the lord of 

Misterton.147 This may be the plot ‘next the Swanne’, still described as a burgage in a lease of 1595 

from Gabriel Pulteney of Misterton to his son John.148 The burgages were of a fairly regular width 

and arranged along both sides of High Street (Figure 3), but were not of uniform length. Bank Street 

formed a common boundary for those on the west side (Map 4, inset, labelled A), and there appears 

to have been another shared boundary for those on the east. The plots did not extend the whole 

length of High Street, as in 1365, Thomas Feilding conveyed to John Feilding, his wife Agnes and son 

John, a half burgage on High Street, between the burgage of John Feilding and the messuage of 

William Milner.149 The division of some plots into half burgages suggests a high demand for these 

plots, at least occasionally.150  

 

 

Map 4: Medieval Lutterworth, reconstructed from a terrier of 1509, with topographical features 

plotted on to the boundaries shown on the 25” Ordnance Survey map (1887 edn). (map removed 

from this draft) 

The properties on either side of Church Street also display broadly regular-sized plots (Map 4, inset, 

labelled B), and may have been laid out at the same time as those on the High Street. The properties 

on the south side of this road, to the west of Small Lane (later Bank Street), were owned in 1509 by 

St John’s hospital.151 This land may have been part of the hospital’s original endowment, and laid out 

at its foundation, c.1216.152 The properties were rebuilt in the late 16th century as a jettied timber-

framed row (front cover), and restored between 1968 and 1976.153 The properties opposite were 

built on part of the church glebe.154  

St John’s hospital, like most medieval hospitals, was located on the edge of the town, near a river 

and alongside a bridge, channelling travellers past the institution to encourage the giving of alms.155 

Visitors to Lutterworth from the south would pass the hospital on their east immediately before 

crossing Spital bridge to enter the town. The road then climbed sharply from the river valley to a 

 
145 Rot. Chart., 1199-1216, 201. 
146 Nichols, History, IV, 247–8. 
147 Nichols, History, IV, 256. 
148 TNA, E 40/13463. 
149 Nichols, History, IV, 256; A/H. Dyson, Lutterworth: The Story of John Wycliffe’s Town (1913), 25.  
150 A. Watkins, ‘The town of Lutterworth in the later Middle Ages’, Trans. LAHS, 92 (2018), 125–6. 
151 Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42, f. 1. 
152 VCH Leics. II, 42–3. 
153 NHLE, No. 1290220, 35–39 Church Street, accessed 9 Aug. 2020; plaque on building extant 2020. 
154 Lincs. Archives, DIOC/TER/5, f. 450. 
155 C. Rawcliffe, ‘The earthly and spiritual topography of suburban hospitals’, in K. Giles and C. Dyer (eds), 

Town and Country in the Middle Ages, Contrasts, Contacts and Interconnections, 1100–1500 (Leeds, 2007), 

251–5, 263–7. 
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triangular area where Woodmarket curved round to join High Street, Wellgriffe (Map 4). There were 

six shops between Wellgriffe and High Street in 1509.156  

Further north, the triangular market place was by the junction of High Street and Church Street, and 

was dominated by the High Cross. The Shambles (‘le Fleshamills’ in 1509) and the Drapery stood on 

two sides of the market place.157 Other stalls were occupied in 1512–13 by merchants, shoemakers, 

tanners, bakers and glovers.158 Part of the main market area was probably cobbled by 1520, when 

John Paybody left money for repairs to the town’s pavements.159 

 

Figure 4: The market place, looking north-east.  

Immediately north of the market place, along the road towards Leicester, was the Neats Market, 

where cattle were sold. A cottage in Neats Market near the High Cross was known as Westminster 

Hall in 1509, when it was held by Sir Everard Feilding.160 Named with a fine sense of irony, or self-

importance, this might have been a courthouse or a market hall. Other market areas in 1512 

included ‘le Shepis market’, ‘le Horse Market’ and ‘le Swynes market’, the latter in Shottes Lane 

(Snellsgate in 1509, and later Misterton Way).161 Parallel to this lane, to its north, Ely Lane (later 

Station Road) led away from the eastern side of the market place. There were four shops at the west 

end of Ely Lane in 1509.162  

The road to Lutterworth from Coventry crosses Bitteswell Brook at Wood Bridge, then bends to the 

right at Woodbridge Hill. Pedlars’ Cross stood at this bend, where itinerant traders coming to sell 

their wares from baskets were likely encouraged to congregate, to be supervised by market 

officials.163 From there, the road divides (Map 2), with the right-hand fork leading into the wide 

 
156 TNA, E179/133/121 m 2; Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42, f. 4.  
157 Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42, ff. 2, 3. 
158 TNA, SC 6/HENVIII/1824. 
159 ROLLR, Will register 1515-26, ff. 374–374v.  
160 Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42, f. 1. 
161 TNA, SC6/HENVIII/1824.  
162 Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42, f. 2. 
163 Warws. RO, CR 2017/D171; ROLLR, Misc 239. 
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street known as Woodmarket. Coal from the Bedworth and Nuneaton areas (Warws.) and timber 

and wood-based fuel from the Arden would have been brought into the town this way and displayed 

in their own specialist areas, preventing obstructions and the need to bring bulky goods past other 

market stalls. The Stone Cross stood at the west end of Woodmarket, marking the start of the 

market area where tolls applied.164 There was a scaffold for the gallows on the south side of 

Woodmarket.165 

Lutterworth’s role as a thoroughfare town is emphasised by the presence of five inns in 1509. 

Woodmarket’s importance is apparent from the three inns along this road, the Bull, the Pannier and 

the Saracen’s Head, the latter two owned by Everard Feilding.166 The Pannier or the Saracen’s Head 

may have been occupied by innkeeper William Parburne in 1515, who was taken to court by William 

Feilding and accused of negligence in allowing one of Feilding’s houses to burn down.167 The two 

other inns were the Crown, owned by Martin Feilding, and the Swan, owned by the hospital. Both 

were on High Street, the latter facing the market place.168  

Away from the market, at the west end of Church Street, Bakehouse Lane (later Baker Street) skirted 

the cemetery before turning south to join Woodmarket. Three buildings stood in ‘the corner of 

Bakehouse Lane’ in 1509: a schoolhouse, a church barn, presumably to store tithe corn or hay, and a 

cottage held ‘to the use of the town’. A ‘common cantabilum’ stood near the churchyard. All these 

buildings may once have been connected to the church.169 Around the corner, the communal oven, 

most likely seigneurial in origin, stood on the east side of Bakehouse Lane, and there was a horse 

mill on the west side.170  

Between Bakehouse Lane and Small Lane (the parallel street to its east, later Bank Street), there is 

evidence of a further planned layout (Map 4 inset, labelled C). The properties on both lanes have a 

common back boundary, and the land between them is arranged in uniform plots, larger than those 

along the High Street. This may have been laid out in the late 13th or early 14th century, perhaps as 

an attempt by the Verduns to create a new suburb. In 1509, there were only three cottages and two 

crofts on the western side of Small Lane, suggesting that any attempt to extend the town had met 

with limited success.171 

 
164 Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42, ff. 4, 16. 
165 Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42, f. 4; Goodacre, Transformation, 27.  
166 Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42, f. 4; Goodacre, Transformation, 27.  
167 Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42; TNA CP 40/1011, m. 272. 
168 Warws. RO,  CR 2017/E42. 
169 Below, Social History, Education; Religious History, Religious Life. 
170 Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42, f. 5. 
171 Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42, f. 4; Watkins, ‘Town of Lutterworth’, 129–30.  
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Figure 5: The Shambles, on the north-eastern side of the market place, and the small property 

immediately to its north, just within this image, are both probably from the early 16th century.  

 

The two oldest buildings thought to survive are from the early to mid 16th century, the Shambles 

and the property immediately to its north but separated from the Shambles by the entrance to a 

yard (Figure 5). The Shambles may be partly on the site of the ‘Fleshamills’ of 1509. Restored in 1984 

to become an inn, it is of timber-framed box construction, in two storeys and four bays. The 

partitions between the bays extend to the apex of the roof, suggesting each was once a separate 

unit.172 The small timber-framed house with a cross wing (the Town Estate Office in 2020) was much 

altered in the 19th and 20th centuries.173 

Character and development of the town from 1509 

When Leland passed through Lutterworth c.1535 he recognised it as a town, but ‘scant half so bigge 

as Lughborow [Loughborough]’.174 That was true, but Lutterworth had the third highest number of 

households in the county in 1564, behind only Leicester and Loughborough.175 A detailed description 

in 1607 recorded, in addition to the Woodmarket, Sheep Market and Neats Market, a separate Beast 

Market, Iron Market, Corn Market, Horse Fair Leys and more than 40 shops.176 The Drapery 

contained 12 shops in 12 bays, had a tiled roof, and measured 100 ft by 20½ ft. The Shambles was 

thatched, measured 110 ft by 12 ft, and contained seven shops each of one bay.177 Two shops had 

been ‘lately built’ adjacent to Westminster Hall, there were two shops on Beast Market, eight on Ely 

 
172 NHLE, No. 1218008, The Shambles Public House, accessed 9 Aug. 2020; Lutterworth Museum, Listed 

Buildings Records.  
173 NHLE, No. 1211195, Valeska Restaurant, accessed 9 Aug. 2020; Lutterworth Museum, Listed Buildings 

Records. 
174 L. Toulmin Smith (ed.) The Itinerary of John Leland in or about the years 1535-1543 (1907), I, 19. 
175 VCH Leics. III, 166–9. 
176 TNA, LR 2/255, f. 122, 124, 157, 131. 
177 TNA, LR 2/255, f. 161. 
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Lane, seven shops on Woodmarket, including three in one building, one shop of two bays and 

another within an inn on High Street, one on Sheep Market, one on Iron Market and another shop 

‘now being built’ on the manorial waste.178 By 1625, a ‘decayed’ shop on Neats Market had been 

rebuilt as two shops.179 Some may only have been open on market days, and some may have been 

workshops, but the overall impression is of a thriving small town.  

The inns were not specifically identified in 1607, but the two largest appear to have been on High 

Street. The Crown, occupied by Theophilus Greene, had six bays and a malthouse of seven bays, and 

John Halpeny’s house (probably the Swan) had six bays and a separate brewhouse.180 Two houses on 

Woodmarket were of five bays, occupied by John Garfield and Robert Greene. Garfield’s house also 

had a malthouse of six bays. These were probably two of the three inns recorded on Woodmarket in 

1509.181  

In 1634, a crowd pulled down the High Cross, in the centre of the market place, for religious 

reasons.182 It may have been shortly after this that the southern part of the market place became 

filled with permanent buildings, forming an island (Map 5). Some of these properties may have been 

shops, others provided houses for a growing population. Shoemaker Edward Overing testified in 

1658 that ‘some houses that formerly were but single tenements containe now three or fower 

famelyes’.183 This central ‘island’ was swept away in the 1950s and 1960s, to widen the main road 

through the town, returning the market place closer to its medieval size (Figure 4).184  

A serious fire in 1653 was reported to have destroyed 80 bays of houses and barns in the town.185 

There are perhaps eight buildings predating the fire (excluding the church),186 with the timber 

frames of some subsequently clad with brick. Other houses from the 17th century include the 

timber-framed but brick-clad 38 and 40 Woodmarket, and 25 Regent Street,187 and also 23 and 25 

Market Street, and 4–10 Church Street, which may be timber-framed beneath their brick.188 The ‘Old 

Bakehouse’ on Bakehouse Lane is of cruck construction.189 Other houses were less substantial. In 

1794, ‘by far the majority’ of houses in the town were said to be built of ‘semi-fluids (mud-walls) 

covered with thatch’.190 

These older buildings are in the minority. The overall character of the town centre reflects a major 

period of rebuilding, largely in the Greek Revival stye, over the first four decades of the 19th century, 

when new commercial and mail coach routes delivered economic confidence and prosperity. The 

two main inns in the late 18th century were the Denbigh Arms and the Hind, both on High Street 

with plots stretching back to Bank Street, to provide an entrance and exit for coaches. The Denbigh 

 
178 TNA, LR 2/255, ff. 117, 124, 130, 140, 150, 151, 155, 162, 163, 166. 
179 ROLLR, DE 1012/5. 
180 TNA, LR 2/255, ff. 149, 155. 
181 TNA, LR 2/255, ff. 150, 158; Warws. RO, CR 2017/E42, f. 4. 
182 Below, Religious history. 
183 TNA, E 134/1658–9/Hil 16, m. 5. 
184 OS Map, 25”, Leics. XLVIII.16 (190 edn.); OS Map, 1:2500, SP 5484 (1964 edn).  
185 S.C. Ratcliff and H.C. Johnson, Warwick County Records, III (Warwick, 1937), pp. 215–6. 
186 NHLE, No. 1211195, Valeska Restaurant; NHLE, No. 1218008, The Shambles Public House; NHLE, No. 

1290220, 35–39 Church Street; NHLE, No. 1211221, The Springs; No. 1218060, Candlemas Cottage; No. 

1218074, 2 Church Street; No. 1209173 The Cavalier Public House; No. 1292774, 58 and 62 Woodmarket, all 

accessed 9 Aug. 2020. 
187 NHLE, No. 1211248, 38 and 40 Woodmarket; No. 1209175, 25 Regent Street, accessed 9 Aug. 2020. 
188 NHLE, No. 1211157, 23 and 25 Market Street; No. 1209166, 4–10 Church Street, accessed 9 Aug. 2020. 
189 J.S. Dodge, A Look at Lutterworth 2000, (Lutterworth 1999), 27. 
190 Universal Dir. (1794), 603 (parentheses original).  
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Arms (Figure 8) was rebuilt in the early 19th century and the Hind’s façade was updated in the same 

period, with a rusticated ground floor facing the street (Figure 1).191 The pair of three-storey shops 

immediately to the north of the Hind were possibly by Leicester architect William Flint, c.1828.192 

Lutterworth Hall (originally Lutterworth House) was built on Woodmarket for attorney Francis 

Burges in 1820–21, to a design by Leicester architect William Firmadge. It was enlarged in 1897 and 

restored in 1980–82.193 Hythe House (Figure 6) has a single chimney stack, an off-centre door and a 

rusticated façade of c.1840, which may be hiding an earlier building. It takes its name from the 

birthplace of Herbert Fagge, a surgeon and general practitioner who lived there between 1867 and 

1919.194  

 

Figure 6: Hythe House, Woodmarket 

South of High Street, the ‘ordinary terrace houses’ comprising The Terrace (originally Wiclif Terrace) 

were built c.1840, with ‘grand stuccoed façades with Grecian detail’ including rustication.195 The 

northwards expansion of the town in the early 19th century added three brick-built houses at the 

southern end of Bitteswell Road for the middling classes who saw no need to disguise the building 

material.196 Public buildings of this period included the Town Hall, by Joseph Hansom (1836, Figure 

 
191 NHLE, No. 1209172, Denbigh Arms Hotel, accessed 9 Aug. 2020; NHLE, No. 1292770, Hind Hotel, 

accessed 9 Aug. 2020; Pevsner, Leics. and Rutl., 301; below, Economic History for Figure 8. 
192 M. Mitchley, William Flint: Leicester’s Classical Architect (Thurmaston, 2019), 218–9. 
193 NHLE, No. 1292775, Lutterworth Hall, accessed 9 Aug. 2020; Pevsner, Leics. and Rutl., 301; J.D. Bennett, 

Leicestershire Architects 1700–1850 (Leicester, 2001), 27.  
194 NHLE, No. 1209177, Hythe House, accessed 9 Aug. 2020; TNA, RG 10/3222/96/9; Leicester Chron., 3 Aug. 

1867; Rugby Advertiser, 20 June 1919. 
195 NHLE, No. 1209174, The Terrace, accessed 9 Aug. 2020; Pevsner, Leics. and Rutl., 301. 
196 NHLE, No. 1209164, 2 and 4 Bitteswell Road; No. 1218025, 6 Bitteswell Road, both accessed 9 Aug. 2020. 
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1),197 and the Union Workhouse at the western end of Woodmarket, by George Gilbert Scott and 

William Bonython Moffatt (1840, demolished c.1970).198  

 

(map removed from this draft) 

A   Catholic Church   G   St Mary’s Church 

B   Police Station    H   Sherrier School 

C   (Shrunken) Market Place   I   Wycliffe Memorial 

D   Town Hall    J   Baptist Church 

E   Wesleyan Methodist Church  K  Independent Church 

F   Mechanics’ Institute 

Map 5: Central Lutterworth in 1904.   

 

 

There was little domestic building activity between 1840 and the opening of Lutterworth station in 

1899, although this period did see the building of the police station (1842, Figure 19) with 

superintendent’s house and later magistrates’ court,199 the restoration of the parish church,200 the 

building of Sherrier School (1874, Figure 11),201 the architecturally complementary Mechanics’ 

Institute immediately opposite the Church Gate entrance to that school (1876, Figure 12),202 and the 

Grammar School on Bitteswell Road (1881).203  

The opening of Lutterworth station in 1899 ushered in a further period of building activity, now 

including houses for the working classes. Foundries were built in 1906 and 1914 on the land 

between Leicester Road and the railway line. A factory opened in New Street, east of Bitteswell 

Road, in 1904,204  and by the 1920s there was a further factory between Gilmorton Road and 

Leicester Road. In 1905, a new Wesleyan church was built (Figure 9),205 and a magistrates’ court was 

added adjacent to the police station. New Street, off Bitteswell Road, outside the core of the town, 

but near the factory, was laid out for housing, with the first homes built by 1904.206 The first council 

houses, at The Crescent, were completed in 1914.207 Lutterworth RDC purchased a further 38 a. 

 
197 Image above, Introduction; NHLE, No. 1211129, Town Hall, accessed 9 Aug. 2020; Pevsner, Leics. and 

Rutl., 301; below, Local Government, Town Government.  
198 http://www.workhouses.org.uk/Lutterworth/ (accessed 22 Aug. 2020). 
199 Below, Local Government, Public Services; NHLE, No. 1228055, Magistrates’ Court, Police Station, 

Superintendent’s House, accessed 9 Aug. 2020; Pevsner, Leics. and Rutl., 302. 
200 Below, Religious History, The Parish Church and its Congregation after 1547. 
201 Below, Social History, Education. 
202 Below, Social History, Communal Life. 
203 Below, Social History, Education. 
204 OS Map, 25”, Leics. XLVIII.16 (1904 edn). 
205 Image below, Social History, Social Character. 
206 OS Map, 25”, Leics. XLVIII.16 (1904 edn); TNA, IR 130/4/190; ROLLR, DE 2072/149. 
207 Lutterworth Museum, Box 129, letter from Lutterworth RDC, 12 Feb. 1973, to Mrs I. Barker, daughter of 

one of the first residents. 

http://www.workhouses.org.uk/Lutterworth/
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adjacent to this site in 1919, giving rise to a concentration of council homes to the west of Leicester 

Road, close to the industrial development.208  

The aerial bombardment of Coventry in 1940 resulted in the rapid provision of a factory in 

Lutterworth for Alfred Herbert Ltd, again between Leicester Road and the railway. This was soon 

followed by the relocation of Frank Whittle’s development work on the jet engine to Ladywood 

Works, in the same area, creating an industrial ‘zone’ to the north-east of the town.209 Later factories 

and small industrial units have also been built in this area. More homes were added by the council in 

the 1940s near Crescent Road, and laid out in a grid pattern, due to the need for speedy and 

economic construction.210 This plan became fossilised when the temporary dwellings were replaced. 

An expanding middle class also needed new homes, and attractive individual pairs of semi-detached 

houses and detached houses were built on the north side of Coventry Road and along Bitteswell 

Road, most notably Auburn Place on Bitteswell Road, a neo-Tudor house completed in 1928 by Peter 

Rouke for George Spencer, with stained glass windows designed at the William Morris factory 

featuring Queen Elizabeth I and Sir Francis Drake.211  

By the early 21st century, Lutterworth had expanded further, especially following the opening of the 

M1 motorway in 1964, but remained a small town. Houses were built to the south of Coventry Road 

between 1955 and 1968, and to its north between 1968 and 1985.212 Although classed by the district 

council as a ‘key settlement’ in 1980, the number of houses planned for that decade, 260, was lower 

than for several Leicestershire villages.213 Expansion in the closing years of the 20th century was to 

the north-west of the town, and then to the south-west in the early 21st century. The early 21st 

century also saw another business park added, near the motorway junction. 

The limited bus service following the closure of the railway station meant cars became an essential 

component of life, and Lutterworth became a dormitory town. The Harborough District Local Plan 

for 2011 to 2031 identified Lutterworth as ‘an appropriate location for significant housing and 

employment development to meet a large part of the District’s requirement’. A controversial 

proposed development on farmland to the east of the motorway is intended to provide 1,260 new 

houses by 2031, and a further 1,490 houses after 2031.214 These would be linked to the town by a 

road bridge over the motorway,215 but would effectively create a separate ‘new town’.  

Outlying farms 

There was a keeper’s house on Moorbarns by 1557.216 By 1636, there were two properties on the 

land, the older one known as Moorebarne House, and the other, built in c.1632–3, known as High 

Field House.217 The former was probably a substantial property by 1614, when the Moorbarns 

 
208 Below, Local Government, Local Government after 1894. 
209 Economic History, Manufacture. 
210 Brian Wilkinson, ‘Lutterworth’s Prefabs’, Lutterworth Local History Group Journal (2002), 9–10.  
211 Dodge, A Look, 90–93. 
212 OS Map, 1:2500, SP 5485 (1967, 1982 edns); SP 5484 (1967, 1972 and 1987 edns); SP 5384 (1964, 1971 

and 1991 edns). 
213 Leicestershire County Council, Leicestershire: Planning for the Eighties (Glenfield, 1980), 14, 21. 
214 Harborough District Local Plan 2011–2031, adopted April 2019, 20–21, 48, 51. 
215 https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-consultations/east-of-lutterworth-strategic-

development-area/lutterworth-east-masterplan (accessed 22 Aug. 2020). 
216 Cal. Pat. 1557–8, 15; TNA, C 66/919, m. 1. 
217 TNA, E 134/12Chas1/East24, m. 4. 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-consultations/east-of-lutterworth-strategic-development-area/lutterworth-east-masterplan
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-consultations/east-of-lutterworth-strategic-development-area/lutterworth-east-masterplan
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keeper, Robert Carr, died leaving moveable goods worth £111 4s. 8d.218 Sir John Temple lived on 

Moorbarns in the 1620s, presumably in this house.219 High Field House was probably built by Sir 

Thomas Puckering.220  

Lutterworth Fields (later Glebe Farm), to the south of Coventry Road, was built shortly after 

enclosure in 1792. Padge Hall, near Watling Street, may also have been built at that time. In the 

north of the parish, Edward’s (latter Riddlesden) Farm and Lord’s (later Milord’s) Farm, facing each 

other across Leicester Road, were built in the 19th century, with Milord’s Farm absorbing Riddlesden 

Farm in the early 21st century. Leader’s Farm, off Coventry Road, is recorded from 1928.221 The land 

was purchased by the town council for a cemetery, c.2013.222   Woodbridge House Farm, to its west, 

was first named on Ordnance Survey maps in 1964.223  

 

 
218 ROLLR, PR/I/25/89; Goodacre, Transformation, 101. 
219 R. O’Day, An Elite Family in Early Modern England: The Temples of Stowe and Burton Dassett, 1570–1656 

(Woodbridge, 2018), 263. 
220 Below, Landownership, Moorbarns. 
221 Kelly’s Dir. of Leics. and Rutl. (1928), 669. 
222 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leicestershire-15611604; https://www.lutterworth.org.uk/leaders-

farm-cemetery.html; https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-

applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=M610P9HWGJ000 (accessed 2 Apr. 2020). 
223 OS Map, 25”, Leics. XLVIII.16 (190 edn.); 1:2500, SP 5284 (1964 edn). 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leicestershire-15611604
https://www.lutterworth.org.uk/leaders-farm-cemetery.html
https://www.lutterworth.org.uk/leaders-farm-cemetery.html

