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Best-known for its still-operating Victorian brewery, Hook Norton is a large village and parish 

north-east of Chipping Norton.1 In the 10th century it was a royal centre, and though its 

estate was broken up before the Conquest, a part became the caput of the medieval d’Oilly 

barony. Later landholding was more divided, contributing to the parish's 'open' and socially 

varied character, while modest prosperity in the 17th and 18th centuries is reflected in its 

many attractive ironstone houses. Religious Nonconformity was by then pronounced, and 

the 19th century saw high pauper immigration. Large-scale ironstone quarrying in the late 

19th and earlier 20th century briefly gave some parts of the parish an industrial character, 

the quarries (closed in 1946) serviced by a now abandoned railway line which included 

private ironstone sidings and a station east of the village. Visible remains include a blocked-

up tunnel, deep cuttings, and huge stone piers formerly supporting two viaducts. 

 

 

 

 
1 This account was written in 2019 and revised in 2020−1. For brewery, below (industrial archit.); 
econ. hist. 

View along the High Street towards Hook Norton church. 
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LANDSCAPE, SETTLEMENT, AND BUILDINGS 

 

Parish Boundaries 

 

 

 

The almost square-shaped parish (unaltered by modern boundary changes) covers 5,494 a., 

encompassing Hook Norton village and several outlying farmhouses.2 The bounds 

themselves are almost certainly of medieval or earlier origin, the western perimeter (which 

follows the road north from Great Rollright along a ridge of high ground) coinciding with that 

of the shire, which was established by c.1007.3 Further north the boundary descends along 

Traitor’s Ford Lane to the River Stour,4 which forms the parish’s northern and north-eastern 

edge as far as the river’s source, a spring on high ground near Tadmarton Heath. On the 

heath itself the boundaries of five ancient parishes (including Hook Norton) converged close 

to an Iron-Age hillfort called Tadmarton Camp (in Tadmarton), a pattern possibly reflecting 

the division of Hook Norton's early royal estate into a number of smaller units in or around 

the 10th century,5 and the associated partition of an area of rough grazing formerly shared 

by surrounding settlements.6 From there the eastern boundary descends gently downhill to 

 
2 Census, 2011 (2,223.21 ha.); OS Area Bk (1881) (giving 5,495 a.). Cf. Census, 1831 (estimating 
3,730 a.). 
3 Blair, A-S Oxon. 102. 
4 For Traitor’s Ford, J.E.B Gover, A. Mawer and F.M. Stenton, The Place-Names of Warwickshire 
(EPNS, 13, 1936), 302. 
5 J. Blair, ‘Hook Norton, Regia Villa’, Oxoniensia 51 (1986), 64; above, vol. overview. 
6 A. Winchester, Discovering Parish Boundaries (2000 edn), p. 61. 

The parish of Hook Norton  

in its region c.1850.  

Source: Oxon. Atlas. 
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the River Swere, cutting mainly cross-country except for a section following field boundaries 

east of Butter Hill, while the southern boundary follows the Swere to a point south of 

Duckpool Farm, where it strikes north-west along field boundaries and a track to rejoin the 

Great Rollright road. Presumably that south-western section was the ‘Rolheme Mere’ 

(boundary of the people of Rollright) mentioned in the 13th century.7  

 

Landscape 

 

The main body of the parish forms part of the watershed between the Rivers Stour and 

Swere, whose valleys cut east−west across the far north and south. The village itself (lying 

mostly at c.140−160 m.) occupies undulating terrain near the head of a combe, surrounded 

by higher ground which reaches 239 m. around Wychford Lodge Farm on the western 

boundary, and 195 m. by Lodge Farm in the north-east.8 Geologically the parish straddles 

the boundary between the north Oxfordshire Marlstone uplands (or Redlands) and the 

Cotswold oolitic limestones,9 much of the village lying on Marlstone, with Dyrham Formation 

Siltstone and Mudstone around the streams. Outlying areas include a mix of siltstone, 

mudstone, sandstone, and limestone.10 

 Besides the two rivers, the parish contains numerous springs and streams. Springs 

west of the village feed a stream running through Scotland End, Down End, and East End, 

while a second, parallel stream rises to the south-west, passing through Southrop. East of 

the village the two streams are joined by others rising near Redlands, Nill Farm, and Council 

Hill, joining the River Swere in Wigginton. The village itself contains further springs, disused 

wells, and two ‘tites’ (places where water collects at the bottom of slopes), both of which 

were the site of spring-fed pumps until mains water was provided in the 1950s.11 In the north 

and south of the parish, further spring-fed streams flow directly into the rivers.  

 The parish’s broken topography supported large open fields and a number of early 

enclosures, the latter (including a medieval deer park) mainly in its eastern half, with a 

pocket in the south-west.12 Enclosure in 1774 created numerous small hedged fields, though 

from the 1980s many hedges were grubbed up to create larger units.13 The land surface is 

pock-marked by small quarries of various dates, dug to extract (amongst other materials) 

 
7 Oseney Cart. IV, pp. 275−6; PN Oxon. II, 356.  
8 OS Map 1:25,000, sheet 191 (1999 edn). 
9 K. Tiller, ‘Hook Norton, Oxfordshire: An Open Village’, in J. Thirsk (ed.), The English Rural 
Landscape (2000), 278; Oxon. Atlas, 76−7. 
10 Geol. Surv. Map 1:63360 (solid and drift), sheet 218 (1968 edn). 
11 M. Dickins, A History of Hook Norton 912−1928 (1928), 180; Oxford Mail, 28 June 1956; display 
boards in village museum (housed in brewery). 
12 TNA, C 143/54/1; Tiller, ‘Hook Norton’, 284 (map); below, econ. hist. (agric. landscape).  
13 ‘Outskirts of Hook Norton’ (1993): video by J. and B. Gibbs, accessed online Dec. 2019. 
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stone and lime.14 More recent extensive (but shallow) quarrying was concentrated close to 

the railway line which formerly cut through the parish’s south-eastern part.  

 

Communications 

 

Roads 

 

The parish occupies what is now a rather isolated position off the area’s main road 

network,15 but is traversed by several minor routes of which some were previously more 

important. The village itself is crossed north−south by roads from Sibford Gower and Sibford 

Ferris, the former linking with Chipping Norton to the south-west, the latter with Swerford to 

the south-east. The west−east road through the village, which incorporates Netting Street 

and High Street, leads from East End on to Milcombe and Bloxham. In the west of the parish 

the road north from Chipping Norton via Great Rollright branches in three near Whichford Hill 

Barn, the western branch heading to Whichford (Warws.), the central branch curving west at 

Traitor’s Ford towards Stourton and Lower Brailes (Warws.), and the main eastern 

continuation heading past Oatley Hill Farm and Lodge Farm towards Banbury via Wigginton 

Heath and Tadmarton Heath.16  

 Most of those roads are probably of medieval or earlier origin, though with some 

changes in alignment. The ridge-top road from Great Rollright, which marks the 11th-century 

shire boundary, may be referenced in the Anglo-Saxon place-name Hook Norton, meaning 

probably ‘the tūn of the people at Hocca’s ora’: an ora is a flat-topped ridge with a rounded 

shoulder, associated in many cases with a routeway.17 The identification (which fits the 

topography) may be strengthened by the mention c.1260 of a feature called ‘Hokernesse’ 

(Hocca’s naess, or headland), adjoining land in west field.18 The road and its eastern 

continuation to Wigginton Heath and Tadmarton Camp is traditionally identified as part of the 

‘Great Cotswold Ridgeway’ from Bath to Warwick,19 and may have been used by Viking 

raiders in 913.20 Its status as an early through-route is suggested by the name 

‘Shokerewellemore’ (mentioned c.1260), suggesting a ‘robbers’ spring or stream’ apparently 

 
14 e.g. HER, PRN 4206; 28041; 28066; 28077. For medieval pits, TNA, C 143/54/1. 
15 Hook Norton: Report on the Survey and Plan (1966): pamphlet in OHC.  
16 OS Map 1:25,000, sheet 191 (1999 edn).  
17 Hochenartone (1086): PN Oxon. II, 354 (translating ōra as ‘hill-slope’), modified by V. Watts (ed.), 
The Cambridge Dictionary of English Place-Names (2004), xlvii, and M. Gelling. ‘Place-Names and 
Landscape’, in S. Taylor (ed.), The Uses of Place-Names (1998), 81, 84−7, 99. Blair, ‘Hook Norton’, 
64 suggests instead that the ōra may have been the ridge on which the Tadmarton Camp hillfort 
stands (below, settlement). 
18 Oseney Cart. IV, p. 278 (also p. 263); PN Oxon. II, 354. 
19 Grundy, Saxon Oxon. 94−5. 
20 Blair, ‘Hook Norton’, 64; below (settlement). 
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near Sugarswell Farm,21 and its course further east was probably marked by the 13th-

century ‘Westrug’ Weye’ or ‘Rug’ Weye’.22 Some medieval ‘street’ names in east and west 

fields (implying stretches of Romanised roadway) may also relate to this route, one of them 

indicating a westward connection with nearby Whichford (Warws.).23 

 Within the village, High Street (which follows the valley slope) presumably pre-dates 

the adjoining 11th-century church,24 whose alignment along it may explain its pronounced 

south-west to north-east orientation. The medieval origin of most other village roads is 

indicated by the common broadside alignment and roadside position of surviving houses, 

some of them 16th-century or earlier.25 The two routes into Southrop south of Bell Hill (along 

with the more easterly road from Down End) presumably once relied on fording points 

across the stream there, though the crossings were improved in the 19th century.26 The 

Swerford road, immediately south of the village, curves around an area of former medieval 

parkland, having perhaps been diverted at the park’s creation in or before the 13th century.27 

 

Carriers and Post 

 

In the 1850s the village was served by carriers to Banbury three days a week, and to 

Chipping Norton on Wednesdays, the Banbury service becoming daily by 1869.28 The 

Chipping Norton service was dropped c.1910,29 but the Banbury one continued three days a 

week in 1939, supplemented by a daily Midland Red bus service to both towns.30 Bus 

services were judged capable of improvement in 1966 (when vehicles had trouble passing 

bends at the village’s eastern end),31 but regular services continued in 2020, along with a 

locally organised low carbon car-hire scheme.32 

 Mail came initially through Chipping Norton, the village acquiring its own sub-post 

office by 1863.33 By 1869 it doubled as a money order office, and from 1872 it had telegraph 

 
21 Oseney Cart. IV, p. 279; PN Oxon. II, 354−5. 
22 Oseney Cart. IV, p. 279. 
23 ‘Kingestroustrete’, ‘Smalestrete’ and ‘Lambecotestrete’ in west field, and ‘strata de Icheford’, 
‘Northhalflambecotestrete’ and ‘Wychemestrete’ (or stræt of the people of Whichford) in east field: 
ibid. pp. 263−4, 268, 278−9; PN Oxon. II, 357. V. Wickham-Steed, ‘Roman Roads of the Banbury 
District’, Cake and Cockhorse, 2.7 (1964), 119 claims that the Warmington to Swalcliffe road 
(Margary’s route 561) continued to Over Norton via Nill Farm and Hook Norton. 
24 Below (settlement); relig. hist. (church archit.).  
25 Below (built character).  
26 Bodl. (R) MS Dep C17:49 (160); OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. VIII.16 (1881 edn). 
27 Below, econ. hist. 
28 PO Dir. Oxon. (1854 and 1869 edns). 
29 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1907 and 1911 edns).  
30 Ibid. (1939). For an earlier motor bus proprietor, ibid. (1920−31 edns). 
31 Hook Norton: Report on the Survey and Plan (1966). 
32 Local information. 
33 Dutton, Allen and Co.’s Dir. Oxon. (1863).  
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facilities, serving also as a savings bank a few years later.34 A petition signed apparently by 

every inhabitant secured a second daily delivery in 1880,35 and from the 1890s mail was 

brought from Banbury by train.36 A post office continued in 2020, having moved to various 

locations on High Street and (for a short time) Heath Court.37 

 

Railway 

 

 

A railway line between Hook Norton and Banbury, established by the Banbury and 

Cheltenham Direct Railway Company and completing the route from Cheltenham, opened in 

1887 after considerable delay and an overrun of costs.38 Its primary purpose was to 

transport iron ore to Wales and to bring back coal, and routing it close to the large iron 

deposits at Hook Norton necessitated the costly construction of a tunnel, deep cutting, and 

viaducts.39 The passenger service initially comprised four trains a day each way to Banbury 

and Kingham, increased to six by 1907,40 and from 1906 to 1939 (with a break during the 

First World War) an express train between Cardiff (later Swansea) and Newcastle-upon-

Tyne could be booked to call at Hook Norton.41 Overall, however, passenger services were 

 
34 PO Dir. Oxon. (1869 and 1877 edns); Cake & Cockhorse, 9:1 (1982), 23. 
35 Cake & Cockhorse, 9:1 (1982), 24. 
36 Kelly’s Dir. Oxon. (1891 and later edns). 
37 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. VIII.16 (1881 and 1900 edns); below, econ. hist. 
38 K. Tiller, ‘The Banbury−Cheltenham Railway 1865’, Oxfordshire Local History 1:1 (1980), 23−5; W. 
Hemmings, The Banbury & Cheltenham Railway, Volume One (2004), esp. ch. 5; J.H. Russell, The 
Banbury and Cheltenham Railway 1887−1962 (1977); PO Dir. Oxon. (1869); above, Chipping Norton 
(communics). The railway was managed (and from 1897 owned) by the Great Western Railway. 
39 Cake & Cockhorse, 9:1 (1982), 24−6, citing Banbury Guardian; below, econ. hist. 
40 Hemmings, Banbury & Cheltenham Railway, 96; V. Mitchell and K. Smith, Banbury to Cheltenham 
via Chipping Norton (2009), unpaginated (timetables).  
41 Mitchell and Smith, Banbury to Cheltenham. 

A photograph of one of 
Hook Norton’s  
railway viaducts. 
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little used especially by the 1930s, and after a wartime boost in traffic the line closed to 

passengers in 1951, and to freight trains in 1963.42 The line was dismantled in 1965 and the 

tunnel later bricked up, part of the route being turned into a nature reserve.43 

 

Population 

 

In 1086 Hook Norton had a substantial population of 79 tenant households and 5 servi.44 

Osney abbey’s manor had 23 tenants in 1279, and the larger Plescy manor had 52 in 1301, 

implying only modest population increase;45 nonetheless early 14th-century taxation lists 

suggest that Hook Norton remained amongst the hundred’s most populous parishes,46 and 

in 1377 (after the Black Death) poll tax was paid by 203 inhabitants over the age of 14, the 

largest number in the hundred after Chipping Norton.47 Some reduction is suggested by the 

presence of vacant and derelict tenements in the late 14th and 15th century,48 and in 1524 

there were 40 taxpayers in Hook Norton, and 15 in Southrop and Swerford combined.49 A 

report of 60 ‘houseling people’ in 155250 was presumably an underestimate, since the 

previous year there were there were 37 tenants on the Crown’s Hook Norton manor alone.51 

In 1642 197 adult males signed the obligatory Protestation Oath,52 and 97 households in 

Hook Norton and 23 in Southrop were assessed for hearth tax in 1662,53 with 338 adults 

mentioned in 1676.54 Parish registers suggest a growing population in the later 17th and 

18th century.55  

 Hook Norton’s clergy reported 160-plus houses in 1738 and c.200 in 1771,56 and by 

1801 there were 215 houses occupied by 246 families. Total population stood at 1,032, 

rising to 1,351 in 1821 (including 279 in Southrop), and 1,525 in 1841. A fall to 1,232 by 

 
42 C.R. Clinker, Reg. Closed Passenger Stations 1830−1927 (1978 edn), 64; W. Hemmings, P. Karau, 
and C. Turner, The Banbury & Cheltenham Railway, Volume Two (2004), 285; S.C. Jenkins, B. 
Brown and N. Parkhouse, The Banbury & Cheltenham Direct Railway (2004), 286. 
43 Oxford Mail, 6 Nov. 1964; Jenkins et al., Banbury & Cheltenham Direct Railway, 354; S. Callery, 
The Story of Hook Norton (2017), 29.  
44 DB, f. 158.  
45 Rot. Hund. II, 726; TNA, C 133/101/7, m. 2.   
46 TNA, E 179/161/8, rot. 3, m. 2−rot. 3, m. 1d. (63 taxpayers in Hook Norton and 52 in Swerford and 
Southrop, 1316); E 179/161/9, rot. 1−1d. (77 taxpayers in Hook Norton and 52 in Swerford and 
Southrop, 1327). 
47 Poll Taxes 1377−81, ed. Fenwick, II, 291. 
48 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 437; ibid. Oseney Rolls 112; Dickins, Hook Norton, 54−5; though cf. below, 
econ. hist. (medieval agric.).  
49 TNA, E 179/161/170, rots. 2d., 4d. 
50 Chant. Cert. 39. 
51 TNA, LR 2/189, ff. 122−125v.  
52 Prot. Retns, 88−9. 
53 TNA, E 179/255/3, mm. 37, 44.  
54 Compton Census, ed. Whiteman, 421; cf. ibid. p. 414.  
55 OHC, par. reg. transcript. Baptisms are recorded from 1550 (with gaps), burials from 1643. 
56 Secker’s Visit, 83; OHC, MS Oxf. Dioc. d 562, f. 57. 
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1881 reflected emigration and the closing of a private lunatic asylum. Slight growth to 1,386 

in 1901 was followed by a further fall to 1,153 in 1931, and as late as 1971 the total was only 

1,360. By 1981, however, it stood at 1,656, and twenty years later at 2,001, rising very 

slightly to 2,117 in 867 houses (with a further 62 unoccupied) by 2011.57 

 

Settlement  

 

Hook Norton is a large, straggling village located mainly on the northern slope of a steep-

sided valley, its historic ‘spine’ formed by the curving High Street (which leads downhill from 

the church towards Down End and East End), and further west by Netting Street, which 

connects with Scotland End and the brewery.58 Those various ‘ends’ appear to have been 

well established by the later Middle Ages, and some of the parish’s outlying farmsteads 

probably also occupy medieval sites. Southrop, on the valley’s south side, is separated from 

the rest of the village by a stream, and although now fully absorbed was long regarded as a 

separate hamlet.59 The overall pattern was broadly established by the 12th or 13th century, 

although much less is known of Hook Norton’s earlier layout as a significant royal estate 

centre.60   

 

 

 
57 Census, 1801−2011; for asylum, below, econ. hist. 
58 Tiller, ‘Hook Norton’, 277−8; Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 360. 
59 Below, social hist. 
60 Below (prehist. to Anglo-Saxon). 

The layout of the village in the late 19th century (OS mapping). 
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Prehistoric to Anglo-Saxon Settlement 

 

Neolithic to Bronze-Age activity is indicated by scattered surface finds,61 and cropmarks on 

the higher ground include four possible barrows,62 of which some were evidently upstanding 

in the Middle Ages.63 Undated features identified from aerial photographs include an Iron-

Age banjo-type enclosure by Duckpool Farm in the far south-west,64 while a pentagonal 

hillfort by the north-eastern boundary (close to Wigginton Heath) has produced worked flints 

of chiefly Bronze-Age and Iron-Age date,65 and retained a clearly visible outer bank until the 

later 19th century.66 Cropmarks c.750 metres to the south-west suggest a late prehistoric 

settlement with pits, tracks and enclosures.67 South-west of the village at South Hill are two 

probable Iron-Age or Roman sites represented by enclosures and pits,68 while in the same 

vicinity two undated skeletons aligned east−west were found with some burnt wheat.69 

Archaeological excavation just north of the village revealed a middle Iron-Age pit containing 

a neonate burial, as well as late Iron-Age field boundaries.70 

 Roman settlement appears to have been quite dense.71 The Iron-Age boundaries just 

north of the village were reorganised during the 1st and early 2nd century when a ditched 

trackway was established, and a settlement (probably a low-status farmstead) was 

established in the same area after the mid 2nd century, until abandoned by the early 4th.72 

Additional settlement nearby may be indicated by an urned cremation burial and other finds, 

including an Aesica-type brooch (of c.200 AD), further metalwork, and pottery, some of it 

handmade.73 Roman coins found near a well at Talbot House on Queen Street suggest a 

separate focus of settlement to the south.74 West of the village a rectangular crop mark and 

 
61 HER, PRN 12647; 9746; 9747; 13152; cf. ibid. 3851 (a Mesolithic flint sickle blade).  
62 Ibid. PRN 13487 (by NE boundary); ibid. 9648, 28086, 13420 (in the west, the last near Berryfield 
Fm). Cf. A. Beesley, The History of Banbury (1841), 15; PN Oxon. II, 357 (‘Wicga’s barrow’); VCH 
Oxon. I, 264; IX, 160. 
63 e.g. ‘Fifburg’ in East field and ‘Maydeneberewe’ in West field (rather than at the hillfort as 
suggested by PN Oxon. II, 355−6): Oseney Cart. IV, pp. 263, 281.   
64 HER, PRN 17058; cf. ibid. 17063; 12342; 12343.  
65 Tiller, ‘Hook Norton’, 283; ‘Hook Norton: Village in the Landscape’ (1980): pamphlet in OHC. 
66 HER, PRN 43; Gardner's Dir. Oxon. (1852); Beesley, Hist. Banbury, 43; VCH Oxon. II, 335; OS 
Map 1:2500, Oxon. IX.5 (1881 edn); R. Plot, Natural Hist. Oxon. (1677), 334 (mistakenly suggesting it 
was an Anglo-Saxon defence against the Danes). 
67 HER, PRN 17067.  
68 Ibid. PRN 28071; 28005.  
69 Ibid. PRN 13488; Cake & Cockhorse 2:7 (1964), 112. 
70 A. Simmonds and J. Boothroyd, ‘Roman Occupation and Burials at Sibford Road, Hook Norton’, 
Oxoniensia, forthcoming. 
71 For the regional context: M. Henig and P. Booth, Roman Oxon. (2000), fig. 4.1. 
72 Simmonds and Boothroyd, ‘Roman Occupation and Burials at Sibford Road, Hook Norton’, 
including discussion of decapitation and prone burials; HER, PRN 28774 (at SP 35644 33828). 
73 Proc. Soc. Antiq. 2nd ser. 23 (1911), 406−7; VCH Oxon. I, 338; Henig and Booth, Roman Oxon. 
134; E. Tonks, The Ironstone Quarries of the Midlands. History, Operation and Railways. Part II: The 
Oxfordshire Field (1988), 72, 82. 
74 HER, PRN 3851.  
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surface finds of tiles and pottery suggest a villa close to the springs west of Fanthill Farm.75 

Other finds include pottery (some of it Samian ware) and clinker south of the Swerford Road 

and at South Hill,76 Roman coins (including one of Julian the Apostate, 361−63) from near 

Duckpool Farm, and an urn from the railway cutting to the south-east.77 At Butter Hill a 

concentration of Roman pottery may mark another nearby settlement.78 Metal finds near 

Lodge Farm in the north-east included 4th-century coins (two of them struck in 364−7) and 

two 4th- to 5th-century bracelets.79  

 Early to mid Anglo-Saxon activity is poorly attested, but Hook Norton was apparently 

a significant royal centre by 913, when (according to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle) a Viking 

army from Northampton and Leicester ‘killed many men at Hook Norton and round about’. A 

12th-century account of the same event, drawing on a lost version of the Chronicle, 

expressly described it as a (former) ‘royal vill’.80 Its location close to a long-distance 

routeway presumably gave it strategic importance,81 and its territory probably incorporated a 

large area, perhaps including the later parishes of Hook Norton, Wigginton, Milcombe, 

Tadmarton and Swalcliffe, which all converge on Tadmarton Camp. Conceivably it formed 

part of a yet more extensive block of royal land between the Warwickshire and Northampton 

county boundaries.82  

 The royal vill itself presumably incorporated a hall and ancillary structures, possibly 

with an important associated church. It has been suggested that both stood just outside the 

modern parish at the Iron-Age hillfort at Tadmarton Camp, which was certainly the most 

defensible ground in the vicinity, located just west of a possible pagan Anglo-Saxon burial, 

and close to a block of early glebe belonging to Hook Norton church.83 A more likely location 

for the actual royal residence, however, may be the sheltered and well-watered valley 

occupied by the modern village, which was perhaps already a significant focus by the late 

9th century, when two or more Vikings were buried apparently at Southrop with a hoard of 

Anglo-Saxon coins,84 and where the present-day church was established in or before the 

early to mid 11th century.85 If so the royal centre could have preceded the d'Oilly family's 

 
75 Ibid. 13148; notes by John Rhodes in village museum (finds at SP 341337 and SP 332334). 
76 HER, PRNs 9508, 9509.  
77 Notes by Percy Hackling in village museum (coins at SP 346313); HER, PRN 9511.  
78 HER, PRN 9512. 
79 Ibid. PRN 28528; PAS website (accessed Feb. 2019). 
80 J. Blair, ‘Hook Norton, Regia Villa’, Oxoniensia 51 (1986), 63−7; D. Whitelock (ed.), A-S Chron. 
(1961), 63; Florentii Wigorniensis Monachi Chronicon ex Chronicis, ed. B. Thorpe, 2 vols. (1848), I, 
122. 
81 Above (communics), for ridgeway.  
82 Blair, ‘Hook Norton’, 64−5. 
83 Ibid. 65−7, modified by M. Biddle and J. Blair, ‘The Hook Norton Hoard of 1848: A Viking Burial 
from Oxfordshire’, Oxoniensia, 52 (1987), 195. 
84 Biddle and Blair, ‘Hook Norton Hoard’, 186−95; HER, PRN 1616. 
85 Below, relig. hist. (church archit.). 
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medieval manorial complex just north of the church.86 Southrop itself, so called by 1241,87 

began probably as a pre-Conquest farmstead or hamlet (the ‘south throp’), dependent on the 

main estate centre.  

 

Medieval and Later Settlement 

 

By the late 12th century rows of roadside house plots were well established, including some 

near the church.88 ‘Ratenrewe’ (‘rat-infested row'), mentioned in 1360, appears to have been 

a cottagers’ quarter,89 while the byname Bovetun (‘above the town’), mentioned in 1279, 

indicates both the clustered character of the main settlement and the presence of one or 

more detached homesteads nearby.90 Other 13th-century bynames show inhabitants living 

close to springs, either within the village or beyond.91 The village’s various ‘ends’ are 

probably all of medieval origin: Southrop was well established by the early 13th century,92 

and East End is probably to be identified with ‘the east part in Hook Norton’ mentioned 

c.1260, both it and West End (presumably an earlier name for Scotland End) forming distinct 

areas of settlement by the 16th century.93 Down End, which contains several 17th-century 

houses, was named possibly from the ‘doun’ (or hill) in the medieval East field.94 Curving 

roads and irregular house alignments at the ‘ends’ suggest infilled greens, while at Southrop 

a funnel-shaped green survives on the settlement's south-east fringe, encroached upon by 

two late 17th- to early 18th-century houses.95  

 Late-medieval population decline may have thinned settlement, but seems not to 

have altered the village’s overall layout.96 A pronounced widening of High Street close to the 

church perhaps reflects clearance of houses on its south side after a market charter was 

obtained in 1438, creating a new market place,97 although equally the widening could have 

existed earlier to accommodate informal trading. Surviving houses suggest relatively dense 

17th-century settlement along the main east−west road from Netting Street through to Down 

 
86 Below, landownership.  
87 Oxon. Eyre, 1241, 151, 167; PN Oxon. II, 354; OHC, M110/E/1 (calling it ‘South End’ in 1540). 
88 Oseney Cart. IV, pp. 257, 258, 263, 271, 273, 286.  
89 From ME ratoun ('rat'): Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 437, transcribed in Dickins, Hook Norton, 54 (misdating 
it to 1361).  
90 Rot. Hund. II, 726. 
91 Ibid. (e.g. de Fonte, de Folwell).  
92 Oxon. Eyre, 1241, pp. 151, 167; above (prehist. to Anglo-Saxon). 
93 Oseney Cart. IV, p. 278; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 182.90 (mentioning ‘west end’ in 1555); Bodl. MS 
Ch. Oxon. 390−1. Inhabitants called Scot were mentioned in the 1220s (Oseney Cart. IV, 274−5), and 
Scotland End in the 18th cent. (Par. Colln II, 179). 
94 Oseney Cart. IV, p. 279; OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 180.269 (a house ‘in the downs ende’ in 1551). 
95 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. VIII.16 (1881 edn); for encroachments, NHLE, no. 1369866 (Benacre 
Cottage); OBR Rep. 412 (House-By-The-Green), probably a squatter cottage. 
96 TNA, LR 2/189 (dated 1551) mentions only two vacant plots or tofts (f. 124).   
97 Below, econ. hist.  



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Hook Norton (June 2021) • Settlement etc. • p. 12 

 

End and even East End, possibly with some gaps, while looser clusters existed at Scotland 

End and Southrop. Later houses now encroaching on the former market area (amongst them 

Wisteria House of c.1700)98 presumably reflect new building after the market had ceased, 

while the 18th and earlier 19th century saw infilling and the erection of cottages for the 

village’s growing population of poorer inhabitants.99 

 From the early 20th century housing spread outwards from the village core, and 

especially northwards onto The Bourne and Bourne Lane,100 those dwellings built between 

the wars and after 1945 comprising a mix of council housing and private developments.101 

Around 70 private houses were built at Manor Fields in 1978,102 later developments including 

Beanacre (1986), Old School End (33 houses in 1994), Ironstone Hollow (27 in 1995), The 

Grange (37 in 2015), Bourne View (70 in 2016), and Scholars’ Gate (54 houses in 

2019−20),103 with 43 new houses proposed north of Station Road in 2021.104 Electricity was 

available from 1928, running water from 1956, and mains sewerage from 1965−6.105 

 

Outlying Settlement 

 

Several isolated homesteads were established from an early date. Earthworks near Grounds 

Farm (east of Southrop) may mark the site of a lodge serving the d’Oillys’ medieval deer 

park,106 while the part 17th-century Manor Farmhouse was associated with an enclosed 

demesne holding around Butter Hill.107 In the north, Hook Norton Lodge (demolished in the 

late 1960s) had a datestone of 1646 and was probably associated with the long-established 

manorial warren in that area,108 while Leas (formerly Leys) Farm includes late 17th- or early 

18th-century elements, Oatley Hill Farmhouse and Court Farmhouse (occupying high ground 

in the west) are partly 17th-century,109 and Park and Grounds Farms are slightly later, the 

latter incorporating a 1706 datestone.110 Outlying farmsteads established shortly after 

 
98 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 360−1.  
99 For cottages, below (built character).  
100 OS Map 1:2500, Oxon. VIII.12 (1900 and 1922 edns); S. Callery, The Story of Hook Norton (2017), 
38. 
101 OHC, DV/X/64; Banbury Guardian, 24 Dec. 1953; Hook Norton: Report on the Survey and Plan 
(1966); E. Tonks, The Ironstone Quarries of the Midlands, Part II, 77 (housing estate, c.1968); 
Dickins, Hook Norton, 158. 
102 Banbury Guardian, 12 Jan. 1978. 
103 Callery, Hook Norton, 42, 44; local information. 
104 https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk (accessed Apr. 2021). 
105 Cake & Cockhorse, 4:12 (1971), p. 195; 9:1 (1982), 6; Oxford Mail, 28 June 1956; Hook Norton: 
Report on the Survey and Plan. 
106 HER, PRN 16813; Dickins, Hook Norton, 169.  
107 NHLE, no. 1369835; below, landownership (Osney abbey estate). 
108 ‘Outskirts of Hook Norton’ (video 1993, accessed online); below (built character); econ. hist. 
109 NHLE, nos. 1046277 (Leas Fmho.); 1046278 (Oatley Hill); 1369834 (Court Fmho.), all accessed 
2019. 
110 ‘Outskirts of Hook Norton’. 
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enclosure in 1774 include Duckpool Farm, Cowpasture Farm, Belle Isle, Gibraltar House, 

and Nill Farm, the last accompanied by a stone dovecot,111 while the mansion in Swerford 

park (in the far south) was built c.1770 for the lord of neighbouring Swerford, whose parkland 

straddled the parish boundary.112 Additional houses or bungalows were built close to existing 

farmhouses in the 19th and especially 20th centuries. 

 

 

 

 

The Built Character 

 

Hook Norton is an attractive Marlstone (or ‘ironstone’) village, its rich collection of vernacular 

buildings set amongst modern infill.113 High Street and Netting Street have the densest rows 

of houses, while Down End has a concentration of smaller dwellings. A 1966 planning report 

noted the 'great variety of aspect’ created by the main street's ‘frequent changes of 

direction’,114 and in 1988 the village's older part was designated a conservation area.115 

Datestones and architectural features suggest much late 17th-century building, reflecting the 

village’s contemporary prosperity, and though most houses are relatively modest,116 several 

have ‘polite’ 18th- or early 19th-century features. The standard building material is orange-

brown Marlstone rubble, laid usually in regular courses, and accompanied by Marlstone (and 

sometimes limestone) quoins. External decorative features include alternate bands of 

 
111 Davis, Oxon. Map (1797); OHC, Stilgoe A25; HER, PRN 10451; Dickins, Hook Norton, 90; 
‘Outskirts of Hook Norton’. For enclo., below, econ. hist. 
112 Below, Swerford, landownership. 
113 For overviews: Hook Norton Village Trail (2017); Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 360−1. A major OBR 
investigation of Hook Norton bldgs is currently under way, coordinated by Paul Clark and members of 
Hook Norton Local Hist. Group. 
114 Hook Norton: Report on the Survey and Plan. 
115 Cherwell District Council website (accessed March 2019).  
116 The chief exception is Swerford Park on the parish's southern edge: below, Swerford, 
landownership. For datestones, e.g. HER, PRN 17538; 17511; 17548; 17518; for context, below, 
econ. hist. 

An old photo of Hook 

Norton Lodge. Source:  

R.B. Wood-Jones, 

Traditional Domestic 

Architecture in the 

Banbury Region (1963) 
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Marlstone and limestone (as at The Thatch opposite the church),117 and though many older 

houses have been reroofed in Welsh slate or (during the 20th century) plain tiles, several 

thatched roofs survive, along with stone slates laid in diminishing courses. Several houses at 

Down End and East End retain semi-circular stair turrets, a feature found elsewhere in north 

Oxfordshire, and perhaps once more widely distributed.118 Several interiors include 

bressummer fireplaces and chamfered beams,119 and on High Street especially, a number of 

houses retain the large street-front windows characteristic of former shops. 

 

 

 

 The church is the only known medieval building,120 and little evidence survives of the 

pre-17th-century housing stock. A ‘small old timber house’ with ‘a good Perpendicular 

fireplace and chimney’ stood near the church in 1850,121 and though now lost may have 

been a late survivor of a medieval timber-framed tradition, although little if any timber-

framing appears to survive in standing buildings. Medieval documents describe houses 

based around the usual hall and chamber plan,122 their materials including timber roof tie-

beams (‘verstes’) and windows, and straw thatch.123 Some late 16th-century inventories 

mention upper chambers, and by then the houses of better-off inhabitants included parlours 

and glazed windows.124  

 
117 NHLE, no. 1046255. (All NHLE refs accessed 2019.) 
118 VCH fieldwork (2019); Dickins, Hook Norton, 179; F. Radcliffe, ‘Note on Semi-Circular Staircases 
in the Oxford Region’, in M. Biddle, ‘The Deserted Medieval Village of Seacourt, Berkshire’, 
Oxoniensia, 26–27 (1961), 125−8. 
119 NHLE, s.v. Hook Norton.  
120 Below, relig. hist. (church archit.). 
121 Parker, Eccl. Topog. no. 76; Dickins, Hook Norton, 138, suggesting it may have been a church ho. 
122 e.g. Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 373; Oseney Cart. IV, p. 263. 
123 Bodl. MS Ch. Oxon. 437. Re-used soot-blackened medieval roof timbers have been identified by 
OBR fieldwork, for example in a house at The Green near East End. 
124 e.g. OHC, MS Wills Oxon. 296/4/3 (Thos Duffield, 1594); 300/3/25 (Jas Tasker, 1596).  

A house with bands of 

stonework, producing a 

decorative effect. 
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 Of the 17th-century houses the grandest is the so-called Manor House south of 

Netting Street, which in fact belonged to the Austin family of yeoman farmers; a two-storeyed 

bay window on the garden (south) front has a datestone marked ‘1636/RA’, for Robert 

Austin.125 The house is L-plan, its original core comprising hall and kitchen (now dining 

room) with a service wing to the north. A porch and semi-circular stair-turret were added to 

the north side in the 1930s.126 At the isolated (and now demolished) Hook Norton Lodge, hall 

and services were located in a gabled wing at right-angles to a parlour behind the hall, a 

layout described as ‘a step towards the two-room-deep plan’. In its original form the house 

included a basement and probably separate stairs between the three main storeys, with 

arch-headed fireplaces and stone-mullioned windows. Later additions included a kitchen and 

stair beyond the services.127 Amongst smaller houses, many have standard two-cell plans, 

some of them with a central stack serving both rooms and others with two end stacks.128    

 The 18th and early 19th century saw both new building and remodelling of existing 

houses. The twin-gabled, 2½-storey Southrop House, which formerly included a rainwater 

head marked 1707, incorporates an earlier, lower wing on the right (or north), which was 

converted to accommodate a kitchen and services.129  

 

 

 
125 HE, England’s Places, photo 4847/88; Dickins, Hook Norton, 75. Misdated to 1656 by R.B. Wood-
Jones, Traditional Domestic Architecture in the Banbury Region (1963), 133.  
126 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 360.  
127 Wood-Jones, Traditional Domestic Architecture, 134−7, 230−1 and plates 7c, 10b (calling it Lodge 
Farm). 
128 Ibid. 148−50; OBR fieldwork, 2019. 
129 Wood-Jones, Traditional Domestic Architecture, 217 and plate 15a; Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 361; 
local information. 

Southrop House in 2018. 



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Hook Norton (June 2021) • Settlement etc. • p. 16 

 

 

Priestfield House, opposite the church, is date-marked 1702 but was refronted in Classical 

style c.1840, with a central columned porch, while The Paddocks (nearby) was rebuilt 

around the same time, its broad ashlar front featuring a pedimented Ionic porch.130 Sash 

windows were introduced both there and in some other larger houses, including the 17th- to 

18th-century Scotland House.131 Smaller late 18th-century houses include a terrace of three 

at High Street's eastern end, which appear originally to have had heated front rooms and 

unheated rear service rooms.132 New institutional buildings included the ironstone Baptist 

chapel of 1787, with a hipped roof and two round-arched windows; the adjacent Tudor-style 

Baptist Sunday school of 1873 (now a meeting hall, extended in 2004); and, on High Street's 

north side, E.G. Bruton's Gothic-style National school of 1854−5, featuring a prominent 

chimney stack towards the road and an attached schoolmaster's house.133 

 Late 19th- and (especially) 20th-century houses introduced new materials including 

brick, Welsh slate, and red tile, and the 1966 planning report criticised some recent 

peripheral developments for creating ‘visual clashes’.134 In the village core continuity is more 

evident, despite some outbuildings being converted to domestic use, amongst them those 

belonging to the late 17th-century Harwood Farmhouse at Scotland End (which was itself 

restored in 1977).135 Many houses outside the village have been extended or rebuilt, and 

near South Hill the new Fanville Head Farm (1987), limestone-built with dark slate roofs, is a 

large, boxy, three-storeyed building with two prominent Cotswold-style gables.136  

 

Industrial Architecture 

 

Aside from the church, school, and chapels,137 the parish’s chief non-domestic building is 

Hook Norton brewery at Scotland End.138 The original brewery of c.1852 was converted to a 

three-storey tower brewery in 1872 (to designs by Henry Pontifex), and enlarged and 

upgraded in 1880 by Arthur Kinder.139 The complex was largely rebuilt in 1898−1900, 

 
130 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 360; Dickins, Hook Norton, 183. 
131 NHLE, no. 1283680 (Scotland Ho.).  
132 Ibid. no. 1259279 (Gosling Cottage, Hathaway Cottage).  
133 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 360 (misdating chapel to 1781); below, social hist. (educ.); relig. hist. 
134 Hook Norton: Report on the Survey and Plan.  
135 Country Life, 27 Oct. 1977; VCH fieldwork (2019).  
136 Sale Cat., Fanville Head Farm (2018), copy in private hands; ‘Outskirts of Hook Norton’ (video 
1993, accessed online). 
137 Above; below, relig. hist. 
138 For the brewery business, below, econ. hist. 
139 Following based on: NHLE, no. 1198426 (brewho. at Hook Norton brewery); Brooks, Pevsner 
N&W, 361; D. Eddershaw, A Country Brewery: Hook Norton, 1849−1999 (1999), pp. 10, 12, 26−9, 35; 
R. Woolley, Brewed in the Traditional Manner: The Story of Hook Norton Brewery (2015), 78−9 (incl. 
c.1872 plan), 81−2.  



VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Hook Norton (June 2021) • Settlement etc. • p. 17 

 

however, to designs by the brewery specialist William Bradford & Sons of London. The 

resulting main structure, which has been much used in the brewery’s advertising,140 has 

been described as ‘an extraordinary essay in brick, ironstone, slate, weatherboarding, half-

timber and cast iron, by no means without beauty’.141 Its three stepped parts comprise a 

single-storey copper house, a brewing tower of four and six storeys, and a four-storeyed 

fermenting house. The square, hipped roof of the copper house is pierced by triangular 

dormers and topped by a hipped, gabled lantern, its tall paired windows incorporating (like 

the tower) cast-iron glazing bars. The plainer fermenting house also has tall windows, here 

segmental-headed with wooden glazing bars. Most spectacular is the tower, its four-storey 

section capped by a hipped gambrel roof with triangular lights and a further hipped, gabled 

lantern (here to the cooling house). The six-storey section incorporates a mock timber-

framed sack-hoist housing with a small hipped roof; a segmental headed window to the fifth 

storey; and cast-iron panels and long rectangular windows to the sixth storey, which is 

surmounted by another hipped gabled roof, here with gable windows. Ancillary buildings 

include stables (of 1894), an office block (of 1896−7), both L-plan, and an earlier malthouse 

rebuilt to a U-plan by Edward Holmes in 1865−6.142 The Malthouse was converted to a 

visitor centre in 1999, and now includes a café and shop.143  

 

 
140 e.g. J. Bond and J. Rhodes, The Oxfordshire Brewer (Oxon. Museum Services, 1985), 34.  
141 J. Piper, Oxfordshire: A Shell Guide (1953), 36. 
142 NHLE, nos. 1369838 (stable block); 1198462 (office block); 1046282 (maltho.).  
143 Banbury Guardian, 2 Sept. 1999; Woolley, Brewed in the Traditional Manner, 202. 

Hook Norton brewery, Scotland End.  
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East and south of the village are the huge piers of the two dismantled railway 

viaducts, which are highly visible from Southrop,144 while at East End, close to the site of the 

demolished railway station, is a brick former hotel of 1899 by Guest Luckett of Aylesbury, 

now a private house.145 Of the once extensive ironworking infrastructure, the main survivors 

are earthworks and a few brick and concrete sheds.146 

 
144 J.H. Russell, The Banbury and Cheltenham Railway 1887−1962 (1977), figs. 61−70; HER, PRN 
12465. 
145 Brooks, Pevsner N&W, 361. 
146 E. Tonks, The Ironstone Quarries of the Midlands, Part II: The Oxfordshire Field (1988), 77−80, 
98−101, 106−7; below, econ. hist. For remains of the Brymbo works in 1967, and for photos: Cake & 
Cockhorse, 3:12 (1968), 226−7; S.C. Jenkins et al., The Banbury & Cheltenham Direct Railway 
(2004), 290−5. 


