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Lutterworth goes to Press 

Lutterworth was one of the parishes  we 

began to research when we recruited our 

first volunteer historians in 2010. It soon 

became clear that this would be a major 

project requiring a substantial grant to 

complete all the research that would be 

necessary to produce a book.  

As a market town, Lutterworthôs history is 

more complex than that of any parish we 

have published so far. The town also has 

more medieval records, which require 

specific skills to read and interpret. Now, 

with the help and support of many 

people, we have completed the research, 

written the text and selected the images, 

including a wonderful watercolour scene 

by talented local artist Sue Browne, who 

has kindly agreed we may use it for the 

cover (see opposite). Positive pre-

publication reviews have been received, 

and the final work has now been sent to 

the publishers. Publication is expected in 

the first half of 2022. 

This book, researched and written by Dr 

Pam Fisher and  Dr Andrew Watkins with 

contributions from many volunteers, 

traces the evolution and development of 

Lutterworth from small beginnings before 

the Norman Conquest to the challenges 

posed today by the townôs position as a 

key location for the modern logistics 

industry. Lutterworthôs people and their 

roles in shaping the economy, schools, 

churches, institutions and community life 

all feature strongly, as does the 

importance of the market in developing 

trade between the east and west 

midlands in the Middle Ages and the later 

effect of transport changes (including 

stage-coaches, railways and the modern  
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motorway network) on people, employ-

ment, housing and daily life. 

Lutterworth is well known for its 

connection with John Wyclif, the townôs 

rector from 1374 until his death in 1384. 

It was also the birthplace of the jet 

engine, which was developed by Sir 

Frank Whittle between 1937 and 1942 in 

a disused foundry building in the town.  

What may be less well-known is the 

importance of the late medieval wool 

trade to the townôs economy. Lutterworth 

was home in the late 15th century to at 

least three members of the Company of 

Staplers at Calais: John Reynolds, who 

died in 1473, Sir William Feilding, who 

died in 1471 and was exporting wool in 

the 1450s and 1460s, and Sir Williamôs 

eldest son  Everard, who died in 1515.  

A century later, Lutterworthôs main 

medieval  religious guild, which  originally  
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benefitted the townôs mercantile interests, might have 

been expected to lose its assets when gilds and 

chantries were dissolved at the Reformation. Instead, 

although some property had to be given up, other land 

and properties were retained, and the guild seamlessly 

evolved into the Town Estate, which provided a wide 

range of benefits to every class of resident then and in 

later centuries, and continues to be an important town 

charity today.  

If you are on our mailing list, you will be advised when 

this paperback becomes available for sale. We hope to 

hold a launch event in 2022 (if no government 

restrictions prevent this). If you are not on our mailing 

list and would like to be advised when the book 

becomes available, please send your contact details to 

us at Leicsvch@le.ac.uk, or to our postal address, which 

is shown on the back page. 

Water on Tap: Loughborough Exhibition 

Our planned event to mark the 150th anniversary of the 

introduction of piped water to Loughborough in 1870 

had to be postponed, but whatôs in a number? The 

151st anniversary is surely just as notable.  

A talk (on Zoom) to Loughborough U3A group, entitled 

óPenny Wise but Pound Foolish? The Loughborough 

Water Controversy, 1848ï1870ô, concluded the main 

part of our research into the provision of piped water 

and drainage.   

This talk set out to explain why, despite widespread 

recognition in 1848 that the health of Loughboroughôs 

residents was dependent upon access to fresh water, it 

was not until 1870 that piped water was introduced.  

The election of Loughboroughôs first Board of Health in 

1850, which would have responsibility for water, 

sewerage and the cleanliness of the streets, was forced 

on the town following a public health inspection in  1848. 

That inspection was brought about by the high mortality 

seen in the town (and visible to central government 

following the registration of all deaths by civil registrars 

appointed nationwide from 1837) and a petition to the 

General Board of Health in London signed by 279 

Loughborough ratepayers asking the board to send an 

inspector to the town.  
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Our Patrons 

It is with great sadness that we record the deaths since 

our last Newsletter of two patrons of Leicestershire 

Victoria County History Trust.  

Sir Lyonel Tollemache Bt JP DL died in October 2020. 

He was a great supporter of our work and funded our 

second paperback, a history of Buckminster and 

Sewstern, a parish where his family have been 

landowners since 1763.  

The Very Reverend Derek Hole, Provost Emeritus of 

Leicester, died in September 2021. He was also a great 

supporter of the Trust and through his efforts we were 

able to raise a substantial sum of money towards our 

research in 2016.  

We shall greatly miss their support, and extend our 

condolences to their families. 
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The inspection concluded with a direction that a local 

Board of Health was to be elected by Loughboroughôs 

ratepayers. The annual elections could be fiercely 

contended. Those who would pay the most through their 

rates (a tax on land and property) also had the least to 

gain ï major landowners would pay heavily for their 

acreage, and the owners of large houses often already 

had their own private, uncontaminated, wells and 

pumps. Water engineering was in its infancy, and we 

should not be surprised by the boardôs desire to obtain 

multiple quotations for the work, or that the few 

engineers with experience in this work were very busy in 

other towns and cities. Visits could not be arranged at 

short notice, surveys took time to produce and written 

reports took even longer. Delays were unpopular with 

those who sought reform, but were inevitable. Was the 

board being ópenny wiseô, or was it ópound foolishô to 

select the cheaper option of a small reservoir from the 

Woodbrook at Nanpantan rather than much a larger 

reservoir on the Blackbrook?  

The Board rejected the Blackbrook option in 1868 on 

the grounds of cost. Nanpantan reservoir could supply 

sufficient water for 12,000 residents, which was deemed 

to be sufficient. It opened in 1870. The population of 

Loughborough in 1871 was 11,426. By 1881 the 

population had grown to 14,861. The reservoir ran dry, 

but the Board still dithered. They only acted in 1885 

when they realised Leicester Corporation was about to 

buy the Blackbrook rights. A new Blackbrook reservoir 

to supply Loughboroughôs water opened in 1906. 

We also traced the history of two swimming pools. One 

opened in 1898 in Queenôs Park, within the building that 

is now Charnwood Museum, but there was an earlier 

pool off Moor Lane, which opened in 1886 and took its 

water supply straight from the canal. The aim seemed to 

have been to divert swimmers away from the canal 

itself, where they were getting in the way of barges.   

We drew these strands together in an exhibition, óFresh 

water for Loughborough: the battle for a water supply, 

1848ï1906ô which opened in Loughborough Library, 

Local Studies from 5 July and ran to 24 September 

2021.  

The Local Studies Library volunteers were able to 

borrow a range of artefacts from Leicestershire County 

Council Museums Services and Leicester Museums and 

Galleries Collection, which were displayed in cases 

alongside information from our research and books and 

photographs from Loughborough Library Local Studies 

collection. Objects in the 

displays included a 

wooden privy seat, a 

chamber pot, a blue and 

white ceramic toilet, a lilac 

basin, ewer and soap dish 

for a bedroom and a 

1920s swimming cap. We 

also included handwash-

ing posters produced in the UK and USA in connection 

with the COVID-19 pandemic, bringing home the 

continuing  importance of access to fresh water, and the 

relevance of the topic to our lives today. 
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