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Notes from the Editor 

It is a pleasure to be able to start this Newsletter 
with good news: the draft of the Cradley text was 
sent to the central VCH staff at the Institute of 
Historical Research in July and returned with 
final editorial comments in September. Anastasia 
Stylianou and Fergus Escola-Oakes are now 
dealing with those comments before the text 
goes out to peer review. The fact that Anastasia 
is now at the University of East Anglia and 
Fergus is based in Luxembourg means that the 
work has to be done at a distance. Anastasia has 
provided more details of this process in her note on page 15. We expect the 
book to be published next year. Meanwhile Hannah Ingram has made a good 
start on Coddington and Donnington and has submitted two draft chapters of 
the Coddington history. 
As a result of the recent disruption to research, fewer articles than usual were 
submitted for this newsletter. Fergus Eskola-Oakes has written an interesting 
account of a medieval seal surviving on a Cradley document, and Hannah 
Ingram has drawn on her research on Coddington for her article on the 
prosperous Holder family there. As mentioned above, Anastasia Stylianou 
gives us a personal view of the progress of the Cradley book. Legal records 
often throw light on the lives of ordinary people, and I have used some notes 
on the early 16th-century coroners’ rolls to discuss the way of life, or perhaps 
I should say of death, in Herefordshire at that time. 
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It is a pleasure to be able to start this Newsletter with good news: the draft of 
the Cradley text was sent to the central VCH staff at the Institute of Historical 
Research in July and returned with final editorial comments in September. 
Anastasia Stylianou and Fergus Escola-Oakes are now dealing with those 
comments before the text goes out to peer review. The fact that Anastasia is 
now at the University of East Anglia and Fergus is based in Luxembourg 
means that the work has to be done at a distance. Anastasia has provided 
more details of this process in her note on page 15. We expect the book to be 
published next year. Meanwhile Hannah Ingram has made a good start on 
Coddington and Donnington and has submitted two draft chapters of the 
Coddington history. 
As a result of the recent disruption to research, fewer articles than usual were 
submitted for this newsletter. Fergus Eskola-Oakes has written an interesting 
account of a medieval seal surviving on a Cradley document, and Hannah 
Ingram has drawn on her research on Coddington for her article on the 
prosperous Holder family there. As mentioned above, Anastasia Stylianou 
gives us a personal view of the progress of the Cradley book. Legal records 
often throw light on the lives of ordinary people, and I have used some notes 
on the early 16th-century coroners’ rolls to discuss the way of life, or perhaps 
I should say of death, in Herefordshire at that time. 
Despite my hopes expressed in the Spring Newsletter, the pandemic has 
continued to prevent us from holding any of our planned fund-raising events. 
We are therefore particularly grateful to the Mumford Memorial Trust, the 
Alan Cadbury Trust and the Andrew Harris Trust for generous donations to 
support the work on Coddington and Donnington. 

Janet Cooper 
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News from the Centre
Three new Red Books are scheduled for publication in 
2022, which should be a bumper year. The next 
Oxfordshire volume, volume XX on the Oxfordshire 
Chilterns, including the Reading suburb of Caversham 
and communities along the Thames towards Henley, is in 
proof and will be published early in the new year. The next 
Somerset volume, volume XII on Dunster and Minehead, is almost ready for 
submission to Boydell and will be followed by Essex volume XII part II, 
covering Thorpe, Kirby and Walton (le Soken) which will complete the 
treatment of that corner of NE Essex begun with volume XI. These three 
books will be published by our current publishers, Boydell & Brewer. 
Thereafter, probably starting in 2023, future Red Books will be published by 
the University of London Press. The Press is now run by a new team who 
are enthusiastic about the VCH and looking forward to working closely with 
the VCH staff on the volumes. There will be no change in the arrangements 
for the VCH Shorts, which will continue to be published by the University 
of London Press. 
One Short on Lutterworth (Leicestershire), home to Wycliffe, the Biblical 
translator, and Whittle, the father of the jet engine, is soon to go to the Press. 
It will be followed by Dummer, the latest Hampshire Short.  
In July the VCH collaborated with the Council for British Archaeology on 
their Festival of Archaeology. We showed Neil Redfern, their Executive 
Director, a wide range of our work, including two tours. One was led by me 
and Chris Thornton (editor of the Essex volumes), covering Walton on the 
Naze, its history and archaeology; the other tour was of Old Oswestry 
hillfort, with Matt Bristow, showcasing our work and the app for 
smartphones, 'A History of English Places': https://aimermedia.com/app/
english-places/.
Next year there should be at least three more shorts (including Cradley) and 
Red Books from Nottinghamshire (the first since 1907 produced with almost 
entirely volunteer labour: heroic), Westmorland (the first ever) and 
Northamptonshire (an entirely new team are responsible for that). I'm 
delighted by that prospect; it says so much that is good about the health of 
the VCH project. 

Adam Chapman 

https://aimermedia.com/app/
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A Cradley Seal
Herefordshire Archive Service document CF54/1/25 is an indenture made in 
1458 between a Robert Polayn and Thomas, son of John Hill of Cradley, and 
two other Cradley residents. Originally, three seal impressions were attached 
to the document by parchment tags, but sadly now only two survive. These 
are especially interesting on two points. First, very few medieval documents 
relating to Cradley possess surviving seal impressions. Second, the nature of 
the first of the attached seal impressions is rather unusual and provides an 
insight into both the family that probably owned it and into Cradley itself.  

The impression itself is small, heavily damaged and dirty, making it hard to 
decipher. While some features are discernible to the naked eye, the 
impression benefits from photographic magnification and enhancement. Set 
within an octfoil window, the 
central image is of a horse and 
rider facing towards the left-
hand edge of the seal. The rider’s 
head and torso are turned 
towards the viewer, and his left 
hand is held out behind him with 
an object resting upon it. Upon 
initial examination, it was not 
very clear what this object was. It 
was only when I included the 
image on a Power Point for a 
seminar and projected it onto a 
large screen that it suddenly 
became plain that the man had a bird of prey perched upon his wrist. It was, 
in other words, a hunting motif.  

Up until the late 14th century, seals tended to comprise two elements: the 
central image and a surrounding legend that was often a contracted and 
latinized version of the owner’s name. While ‘off-the-shelf’ matrices were 
available to buy, many owners opted to have more personalised seals made. 
The choice of motif often reflected something of the owner’s interests or 
identity, such as images of saints, references to occupations (scissors for a 
tailor for example) or even jokes like puns or humorous images such as the 
hare riding a hound. By the 15th century, however, these sorts of seals had 



fallen out of favour, with legends and images being replaced by stylised 
letters or more abstract symbols. What immediately stands out about HAS 
CF54/1/25 then is that the first seal impression is actually an image more 
akin to the style of the 14th century rather than that of the 15th.  

By a twist of fate, it transpired that my colleague Dr Elizabeth New, one of 
the leading authorities of medieval seals, had encountered and been 
intrigued by this impression a few years before as part of the Medieval 
Seals of Wales project. Her opinion was that the matrix used on the 
impression was 14th- rather than 15th-century. Even more interestingly, 
she believed that there were also signs that it may have come from the 
central section of a screw-out style matrix where the legend or border could 
be detached. This type of matrix would have been the product of a skilled 
craftsman and would have been an item of considerable value for the 
family in question. This value in turn may explain why the seal matrix was 
still in use by the mid- 15th century. 

While it is not possible to identify with total certainty to whom the seal 
belonged, lacking as it does either a legend or an identifier on the tag, it 
seems highly probable that it belonged to Thomas son of John Hill. The 
primary reasons for this identification are the sealing clause and 
positioning of the seal, as well as the nature of the motif itself. The clause 
describes Thomas son of John Hill, John Bullock and William Wheeler, the 
principal parties, impressing their seals by turn. All three parties are 
referred to in that order throughout the document, and the order of listing 
frequently denotes the social standing of the parties. The seal in question is 
positioned on the far left, i.e. in first place as one reads the text. While this 
is not cast-iron proof of the owner’s identity, the background of the Hill 
family itself adds considerable credence to it.  

The first thing of note is the choice of motif. In this case, the representation 
of a rider holding a bird of prey suggests both that the owner was of 
relatively high social standing, something already indicated by the quality 
of the seal matrix, and that perhaps that image had some particular 
relevance to them. The Hills were a prominent family in the parish and can 
be traced from the late 13th century until at least the 17th. In c. 1288, a 
Peter of the Hill was described as a holding two yardlands of freehold land 
in Cradley manor from the bishop on terms of knight service, making him 
the most significant tenant on the manor. The family’s primary lands in 
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Cradley were concentrated in the region of Stifford, stretching southwards 
to Lumbridge Hill, though they also held additional lands outside the parish 
by the early 14th century. A charter from 1393 describes what appears to 
have been their manorial complex, which included a hall, kitchen, rooms 
(camera), and a chapel located in the vicinity of present day Hillhouse. By 
the early 15th century they also appear to have possessed their own court, 
held at Stifford. In 1377, John Hill was one of the collectors of the poll tax 
and was noted as the manor’s farmer in 1379. By the reign of Henry VIII, 
Richard Hill was assessed as one of the wealthiest men in the parish. The 
Hills were still holding their land from the bishop by knight service in the 
late 16th century.  
From a simple standpoint of wealth and status, the Hills were certainly the 
sort of family who might own such a seal. By contrast, the Wheelers and 
Bullocks, while prosperous, seem to have been relative newcomers to the 
parish in the 15th century, being unrecorded in the 14th. Perhaps more 
interesting, though, is how the choice of motif might relate to Cradley itself.  
Hunting and the forest had a role in shaping Cradley’s identity. Part of the 
Royal Forest, the Malvern Chase, intruded into the manor’s edge, though 
the bishops were granted free warren in 1241 for lands including Cradley. 
In Cradley’s case, however, there is a particular link to hunting with birds 
of prey. By the late 13th century Bishop Swinfield retained a forester in 
Cradley whose role, as well as tending to the woods, included looking after 
the young eyesses and falcons used for hunting. Unfortunately, it is not 
possible to determine if the bird held by the rider on the impression is a 
falcon. The choice of seal motif and the fact that the Hill family lands were 
situated in the more heavily forested eastern half of the parish are, however, 
unlikely to be co-incidental. Whether or not the Hills had been granted any 
particular privileges or responsibilities by the bishops regarding hunting in 
the manor is unrecorded, though it is not an unlikely scenario.  
The original seal matrix more than probably belonged to the Hills and must 
have been in their family for quite some time by 1458. Its image was not 
randomly chosen, but likely expressed something both of the family’s status 
and of their interrelationship with the Cradley itself. 

Fergus Eskola-Oakes 
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The Holders of Coddington 
A Prominent Parochial Family, 1486-c.1827

The Holders of Coddington are most often associated with the stately 
residence of Coddington Court, which was rebuilt and enlarged by Thomas 
Holder in 1796. However, the family has a long and rich history in the parish 
before this, and Thomas Holder’s ancestors are potentially discernible from 
at least 1486, when one Roger Holder of Coddington is recorded in the 
Chief Justices Roll for that year. Indeed, Charles Robinson, in his History of 
the Mansions and Manors of Herefordshire, aptly describes the Holders as 
‘a family of considerable antiquity’.  

The Holders seem to have started out as middling farmers within the parish. 
Indeed, the earliest discernible Holder at Coddington, Roger, was described 
as ‘husbandman’ in the late 15th century, when he held a messuage and half 
yardland in Coddington called Hillande. This agricultural affiliation 
apparently persisted, and property documents of the 16th and 17th centuries 
regularly link family members with several important agricultural holdings 
in Coddington, as well as nearby Bosbury and Colwall. For example, in 
Coddington, Holder property interests are discernible in connection with 
Pitthouse, Combehouse, Sherewalde and Margeries, all of which were 
cottages or farmhouses with sizeable quantities of attached farmland. Even 
at this early stage, members of the Holder family were counted amongst the 
parish’s wealthier residents. In the lay subsidy of 1524-5, of the eight 
residents qualifying for taxation in Coddington, two members of the Holder 
family are recorded. Both Richard and Reginald Holder were assessed on 
their goods at £5 and £3 respectively. In 1546, no less than four members of 
the Holder family occur in subsidy records for Coddington, out of a total of 
just 12 people assessed for taxation. Reynold (£7), Richard (£5), Agnes (£5) 
and Hugh Holder (£1) were all assessed, indicating the family’s growing 
wealth.  

By the early 17th century, members of the family were beginning to more 
readily define themselves as yeomen, suggesting the family was 
increasingly prospering from its agricultural endeavours. For instance, John 
Holder the younger noticeably described himself as ‘yeoman’ during 
chancery depositions taken in 1606, something at odds with John Holder the 
elder, now aged 74, who was still listed as a husbandman. There is much 
discussion on the fluidity and interchangeability of these particular labels, 



which is not the focus of this article. Instead, what can be inferred from this 
is that, at least with regards to the Holders of Coddington, the family was 
certainly ‘on the up’. Indeed, by the mid-17th century, the Holders of 
Coddington were both numerous and comparatively wealthy, as indicated in 
the Hearth Tax records of 1665. No fewer than five members of the family 
are assessed, out of just 24 residents listed, typically holding premises with 
multiple hearths, such as Peter Holder, assessed on three hearths, and likely 
the current patriarch of the family.  

Unsurprisingly, the family becomes increasingly prominent in parochial life 
throughout the 17th century. Several members of the family appear in the 
wills of Coddington residents, often having lent the testator substantial sums 
of money. For example, both John Holder and Peter Holder lent money to 
William Braye of Coddington prior to 1615. Holders also routinely occur as 
witnesses for 17th-century wills, as in 1634, when both Edward and Peter 
Holder witnessed the will of Henry Knight, yeoman of Coddington, and in 
1671 when Thomas Holder was overseer of the will of Thomas Butler of 
Coddington. Similarly in 1677, the inventory of William Ricketts of 
Coddington was approved by Joseph Holder. Parochial office was naturally 
attractive to the socially ambitious Holders of the 17th century. Indeed, 
individual members of the family were appointed parish churchwarden 14 
times between 1674 and 1722 alone. Parish constables were also often 
Holders, as was certainly the case in 1682, 1683, 1685, 1696 and 1698.  

Coddington church from the south showing the chest tombs. 
John Holder’s is the one closest to the church.
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Not all Holders were diligent in their parochial duties, however. Prime 
examples include William Holder, the parish constable in 1605, who 
exploited his position and routinely carried out his ‘peace-keeping’ duties 
with a cudgel in hand, and Richard Holder, who was churchwarden for the 
parish in 1689, when he was reprimanded for mixing cider into the church 
communion wine.  

The family’s wealth and status reached its peak in the 18th century. Indeed, 
the main branch of the family had apparently attained gentility at the close 
of the 17th century, when Joseph Holder was described as ‘gentleman’ in 
1698. By the mid-18th century, family patriarchs were now consistently 
styled ‘gentleman’, and actively sought the physical trappings of such 
status. For instance, upon his death in 1786, the then family patriarch, John 
Holder, was sufficiently wealthy to afford burial in a chest tomb 
immediately outside the south wall the parish church of All Saints.  

In fact, the family’s ascent to true ‘gentility’ is perhaps best marked by their 
acquisition, in the mid-18th century, of Moorfields, a large farmhouse in 
Coddington, which Thomas Holder transformed into Coddington Court in 
1796, making it the principal stately house for the parish. Thomas did not 
live to enjoy his creation however, as he died in the same year, coinciding 
with the family’s decline in parish life. Presumably through a combination 
of death and outmigration, the name ‘Holder’ gradually disappears from the 
records after 1800, and those few who remained had apparently fallen on 
hard times. Indeed, a singular mention occurs in 1827 when 5s. was 
expended by the poor overseers of the parish to pay for the funeral of a John 
Holder on account of his poverty. Certainly, by the time of the census of 
1841 no Holders were recorded as resident in the parish of Coddington. 
Thus came to an end a family that had resided in Coddington for over 300 
years. 

Hannah Ingram 
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Daily Life in Sixteenth-century Herefordshire
A year ago we published a short article on some of the evidence for 
Herefordshire buildings which can be found in the early 16th-century 
coroners’ rolls. The following article explores some of the other evidence 
for daily life in the rolls. 

Drownings seem to have been common, presumably partly because few 
people could swim. In June 1506, ‘the force of the water’ in the Wye at 
Byford caused a man washing himself in the river to drown, and in July 
1518 another man, from Credenhill, drowned at Bunshill in Bishopstone 
while washing himself in the river. In Letton at 1.00 p.m. on a June day in 
1524 John and Roger Parsons, presumably from the same family, were 
similarly washing themselves in the Wye when they fell into a whirlpool 
and drowned. Others fell into the river from the bank. In May 1504 William 
Tailor of Capler was walking along the river bank in Fownhope to go fishing 
when the bank beneath his feet collapsed and he fell into the river. In 
September 1525 a man walking on the bank of the River Arrow at Lawton 
slipped into that river. In August 1525 Margaret Powick was standing on a 
pier in the river at Moreton on Lugg when she slipped into the river. John 
Hapwood of Kingsland was fishing in the River Lugg on an August night in 
1526. While drawing a net called a ‘parke nette’ he fell into a whirlpool and 
drowned. 

Several people fell off foot bridges. One night in December 1506 John Watt 
was walking across a bridge over a ‘moat’ or ditch at Croft when, because 
of the darkness and ‘debility caused by age’, he fell from the bridge and 
drowned. A similar accident occurred in May 1508. Margaret Ball was 
crossing a small wooden footbridge over the Humber brook on her way 
from Bodenham to her house in Wickton (in Stoke Prior) when she fell off 
the bridge. In July 1507 in Ivington in Leominster Henry Kempe was 
crossing a wooden bridge by a mill when he fell into the mill pond. The 
force of the water threw him against the water wheel drowning him. At 9 
o’clock on a January evening in 1527 Elizabeth, wife of John Payntons was 
going home across Lugg bridge in Leominster during a great flood when the 
force of the current caused her to fall off the bridge into the river. 

Others drowned in much less water. In March 1505, Richard Woodhouse of 
Hereford, who suffered from the ‘falling sickness’ or epilepsy, had a fit 
while he was in the marshes at Widemarsh. He fell into a pool of water in a 



ditch, the water ‘entered and blocked his throat’ and he drowned.  In March 
1508, at Ledbury, Maud Sawyer was drawing water from a pit or well when 
she fell in. She was rescued by a neighbour but died four days later. In 
February 1520 a housewife of Howton in Bodenham was collecting 
firewood on the bank of a pond when she fell into the water. In May 1526, 
at the Mynd in Much Dewchurch, Maud wife of William Jankyn, was 
washing linen clothes in a pond when she fell in and drowned. 

A remarkable number of deaths resulted from accidents with carts. In 
August 1504 at Upton Bishop, Margaret Coffin, a servant of William 
Grendon, was loading her master’s hay onto a cart pulled by four oxen. As 
she was loading the hay onto the left side of the cart, she touched the hind 
leg of one of the oxen. This so frightened the animal that it bolted and ran, 
knocking Margaret to the ground where the cart ran over her. She died the 
following night. Margaret’s master was probably a member of the family of 
John Grendon of Gayton (now Gayton Farm) who was one of the richest 
men assessed for tax in Upton Bishop in 1525. In November 1506 Elizabeth 
Bond, daughter of Thomas Bond of Ockeridge in Ledbury, was going 
through Bosbury in a cart pulled by a black mare and oxen when the mare 
suddenly jumped, overturning the cart and killing her. On a November 
Saturday in 1508 John Taylor was driving a cart full of faggots from 
Pencombe wood towards Felton on the king’s highway when the cart 
collapsed onto him, killing him instantly. Firewood was more directly 
involved in another accident in June 1525, when Richard Parsons was 
driving an ox-drawn cart laden with firewood in or near Castle Frome. The 
yoke broke, the cart collapsed and the firewood fell onto Richard killing 
him. At Marden in February 1519 Thomas Brome was following James 
Mason’s cart when he slipped on a bank and fell so that his head landed on 
or near the cart’s wheel, which broke his neck. On 20 September 1526 
Thomas Taylor of ‘Gatesford’, husbandman, was in a cart that collapsed on 
a lump or hillock and fell on him. The ‘rathers’ or shafts of the cart struck 
him on the left side of his forehead, wounding him. He languished until 2 
October when he died.  

The inquest into an accident at Leominster in May 1520 provides some 
topographical as well as social details. The accident occurred in the 
‘hospital for the poor and beggars in Marsh near the town’ when Richard 
Kington, aged 15, was driving a cart pulled by six oxen to town to collect 
dung for the fields. Because of his careless driving one wheel of the cart 
went higher than the other, and afraid that the cart would overturn, Richard 
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jumped out. He fell onto the ground and the cart ran over his head killing him 
before he had a chance to escape. The Marsh was the area immediately north 
of the precinct of the minster church through which both the Lugg and the 
Kenwater rivers flow. Entries in the bishops’ registers show that the hospital 
was probably the chapel of St. Clement and St. Katherine in the Marsh near 
Leominster whose wardens were given permission in 1520 to collect alms in 
Hereford diocese. The same institution was called a hospital in 1514 when its 
proctor had permission to collect alms. Perhaps it was also the hospital of St 
Anne and St Clement for the poor and sick whose benefactors were granted 
40 days’ indulgence in 1427.  

Several people were killed while cutting trees, presumably carelessly. In 
December 1508 at Much Marcle a man cutting branches from an oak to make 
a fence to enclose his land fell from the tree and broke his neck. In January 
1509, at Fownhope, another man broke his neck when a branch of the elm 
tree he was climbing knocked him to the ground. As his age was not given at 
the inquest, it seems the victim was an adult who was probably climbing the 
tree to cut branches off it. Similar accidents occurred in May and September 
1526; one man fell out of an ash tree he was climbing and another, who was 
climbing an oak tree, was killed when one of its branches fell on his head.  In 
February 1525 at Wormbridge, when John ap Richard ap John was sawing a 
piece of timber, he slipped from the piece of timber on which he was standing 
and fell onto a tree trunk. Presumably this killed him, although the record of 
the inquest is not clear. In May 1525 in or near Weobley, William Partriche 
was cropping an oak tree with an axe when he slipped and fell, killing himself 
instantly. One victim seems only to have been watching others work. In April 
1519 Walter ap Hoel, possibly of Tyberton, was in Foweke wood in 
Vowchurch where three labourers from Peterchurch were felling a tree. The 
tree fell on another tree, one of whose branches hit Walter on the right side of 
his head, knocking him to the ground and killing him. Another tree caused 
death indirectly. In Bromyard in September 1514 Philip ap Thomas was 
riding a grey horse while suffering from a pain in the head; the pain caused 
him to fall from the horse and hit his head on a tree root, striking himself 
‘through to the brain’. 

Three inquests were into deaths caused by agricultural implements. In 7 July 
1525 Roger ap Ithel was playing with a puppy at his house at or near 
Twyford. Richard Hogg of Twyford came to the house with a bill hook which  
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he propped against the wall. The bill hook fell onto Roger’s right leg, giving 
him a wound from which he died on 21 July. The significance of the game 
with the puppy is not clear: did the puppy knock the bill hook down? If it 
did this might not have been recorded for fear that the puppy would be 
forfeit as a cause of death. On 1 September 1525 John King was walking 
along a road in Dormington with John Butcher of Stoke Edith, a 
husbandman. They seem to have been fooling about, as John King ‘rushed’ 
John Butcher into a hedge. As he fell, Butcher threw away the pitchfork he 
was carrying under his arm. John King stumbled and fell onto the pitchfork, 
wounding his head ’through to the brain’. He died on 2 September. On 3 
November 1526 a labourer living in Canon Pyon was standing on a stack of 
mixed corn in a barn belonging to John Sylly senior, a member of what 
seems from taxation records to have been a minor yeoman family in the 
parish. As he came down from the stack he fell on the tine of a fork, 
otherwise an ‘evell of tree’, which struck him under the right arm and 
penetrated his body to his heart. 

Finally, an inquest was held at Mordiford into the death of a labourer, Roger 
Hogg of Priors Frome. Roger was extremely ill with the plague and indeed 
at the point of death when, at 6 o’clock in the evening on 11 December, he 
took a knife and accidentally gave himself a small wound in the stomach. 
The inquest found that the wound was not mortal; the illness caused his 
death. Clearly here the concern was to record that the death was not suicide, 
which was then a crime. Had it been suicide, Hogg’s goods would have been 
forfeit to the Crown, and his body would have been refused burial in the 
churchyard. Janet Cooper 
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Cradley Update 
Steady progress has been made on the Cradley draft over the course of this year 
as Fergus and I have continued researching, writing and editing this really 
interesting volume, fitting it around our other work commitments. My husband 
and I are now living in Norwich, where I am a Leverhulme Early Career Fellow 
at the University of East Anglia. Meanwhile, Fergus and his family are now 
living in Luxembourg. This has posed some logistical challenges for our 
research on Cradley, but not insurmountable ones!  
In the spring, we prepared a draft of the text to be sent to the Central Office. 
The work for this ranged from some researchers’ detective work to solve 
obstinate ‘holes’ in Cradley’s story, to plodding through minute details like 
checking punctuation in footnotes. We were delighted to hear from the Central 
Office that they felt ‘the quality of research and efforts made are extremely 
impressive’. They suggested some further editing and fine tuning before the 
text goes out to peer review, so we are now working on that, aiming to have the 
text ready to be sent back to the Central Office in December.  

In June, despite all the challenges of the pandemic, Hereford Archives and 
Records Centre and Hereford Cathedral Archives very kindly arranged for me 
to visit for a couple of days, to photograph some additional documents to 
supplement our previous research on landownership and economic history. It 
was wonderful to visit Hereford again and to be back in the archives after a 
whole year of working entirely from home due to the necessary Covid 
restrictions. After battling with giant, brittle scrolls, poring over faded, 
handwritten texts in Latin, staring at tiny scraps of parchment through a 
magnifying glass, and saving the life of a lost, juvenile slow-worm while I was 
enroute between the two archives (yes, really!), I felt quite satisfied to have 
photographed every document required. Fergus and I are now working through 
this additional corpus, adding it into our draft to be sent out to peer review.

During the different stages of the writing and editorial process, we have been 
extremely grateful for the unfailing help of the Herefordshire VCH committee 
and a dedicated body of volunteers (especially from Cradley), who have not 
only researched various areas of the parish’s history but also read through 
several drafts of our text, offering detailed feedback and suggestions, and 
undertaking additional research to chase up loose ends in the parish’s story. We 
would not have been able to produce our draft without their research, interest, 
support and encouragement.

Dr Anastasia Stylianou
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This Newsletter is published in May andNovember 
Back copies canbeviewed on our website: 

www.history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county- 
history/county-histories-progress/Herefordshire

The Committee
The chairman is Professor Charles Watkins (Nottingham University). 

The other trustees are: Professor Chris Dyer (Leicester University, 
formerly chairman of the VCH central committee); Dr Janet Cooper 

(formerly Editor of the Essex VCH); Herefordshire archaeologist 
Professor Keith Ray (former Hon Secretary); historian David 

Whitehead (our Vice Chairman, formerly of the 6th Form College, 
Hereford); Jonathan Comber (Hon Treasurer) and Tom Davies 

(formerly Hon Treasurer).
They are joined by four committee members: historians John Fagg, 
Valerie Goodbury, Dr Alice Harvey-Fishenden (our Hon Secretary) 

and Grace Owen. 

Our Herefordshire patrons are: Mr Edward Harley, OBE, Lord 
Lieutenant of Herefordshire; Sir Roy Strong, CH; Mr James  

Hervey-Bathurst, CBE, DL; Mr Lawrence Banks, CBE; and Lord 
Lisvane, KCB, DL.

Contact details: 
research@vchherefsresearch.org 

Newsletter Editor: Dr Janet Cooper 
16 Merrivale Crescent, Ross-on-Wye HR9 5JU 
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The Trust’s aim is to support the writing of the history of the 
towns and parishes of Herefordshire as part of the Victoria 
History of the Counties of England. The VCH, ‘the greatest 

publishing project in English local history’, is managed by the 
Institute of Historical Research, University of London. It is 

renowned for its scholarship but also aims to be accessible to the 
growing number of local historians throughout the country. 
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