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Dummer is a small, rural chalkland parish whose manors are mentioned in 

Domesday and which has a rich history for its modest size. The name Dummer, 

indicating a mere or lake on or by a dun or hill, has had variant spellings including 

Dummere, Dunmere, Dommere, Dompmere and Dummur.1 Whilst no evidence of a 

lake has been found, the hilly countryside has delighted many including the curate, 

James Hervey, who wrote in May 1737 thus: 

 

The lovely landscape … a lane set on either side with lofty trees and 

humble shrubs … the wheat in blade and sprung up in goodly array … the 

folds full of sheep and lambs … [the country] overlain with a profusion of 

flowers, the warbling of the nightingale on entering a wood.2 

 

Sheep and corn were indeed the basis of the economy as was the case in the 

chalkland parishes of the north Hampshire downs. From the mid16th century the 

parish is very well documented. Manorial court records, coupled with probate 

material, provide a detailed picture of farming in the open fields and commons, a 

system which continued until enclosure transformed the parish in 1743.  

Dummer was distinguished by an unusual level of protestant nonconformity in 

the late 17th century, followed by the strongly evangelical outlook in the following 

century when John Wesley, co-founder of Methodism, visited and preached in All 

Saints church. The diaries of Stephen Terry (1774–1867), lord of the manor and a 

staunch upholder of the established church, offer a fascinating insight into the 

interests of a country squire. They include his passion for hunting and a social life 

involving the future King George IV, Jane Austen and the leading families of north 

Hampshire; farm workers involved in the Swing Riots of 1830; the founding of a 

Primitive Methodist chapel; formation of two Friendly Societies and a visit of Joseph 

Arch, president of the National Agricultural Labourers’ Union. The diaries present a 

 
1  Domesday, 121 (and index, 1339); TNA, CP 25/1/203/1/8; Feudal Aids II, 313; TNA, SC 

2/212/14;  
 HRO, 93M96/3/1; Ekwall, English Place-Names, 146. 
2  J. Hervey, A collection of the letters of the late Reverend James Hervey – to which is attached 

an account of his life and death (London, 1763), 31–8. 
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contrasting picture of life for many parishioners. The sale of the estate in 1926 ended 

centuries of manorial lordship. 

Kempshott, the house, park and two farms, was added to the parish in 1879. 

Thereafter, the parish was known as Dummer with Kempshott, and its history for just 

over 100 years until the transfer of Kempshott to Basingstoke in 1985, forms part of 

this volume.3 Kempshott’s earlier history was entwined with Dummer from the later 

Middle Ages. It became a detached part of Winslade parish from 1393 but by the 

19th century, its small population became related to Dummer for all practical 

purposes. Variations on the name have included Campessete, Kempeschete and 

Kembeshute; the first element of the name ‘kemp’ (OE cenep) suggests a plant 

name, whilst ‘shott‘ (OE scēat) refers to land.4 Kempshott with two ‘ts’ has been used 

throughout the book unless part of a direct quotation. 

In 2020 Dummer remained a quiet rural village whose historic core was 

designated as a Conservation Area in 1981. Whilst surrounded by agricultural fields, 

few in the parish worked on the land, the population consisted largely of commuters 

and retirees. The ever-expanding development of Basingstoke as the town extended 

in a south-westerly direction was the cause of very considerable concern. Land north 

of the M3 London to Southampton motorway (opened in 1971) had either been 

developed or designated for development while suburban housing estates altered 

the nature of the parish and added significantly to the population.  

 

Boundaries and Parish Origins 

 

The parish of Dummer, originally within Bermondspit hundred, lies five miles (8 km) 

from the centre of Basingstoke but adjacent to its south western suburbs. It is one of 

a line of parishes on the slopes of the north Hampshire downs with Mapledurwell, 

Winslade and Cliddesden to the north east and Popham to the south. Farleigh 

Wallop and Nutley lie to the east and North Waltham, Oakley and Deane to the west. 

The parish measures three miles north to south and two miles west to east with a 

south west to north east axis. It is approximately rectangular with an irregularly 

 
3  The Kempshott described in this book has either been absorbed into Basingstoke or remains 

part of Dummer parish. The area of west Basingstoke known as Kempshott since 1908 is not 
connected; its naming caused confusion at the time and continues to do so. 

4 Domesday, 107; Rot. Hund. II, 221; Feudal Aids II, 332; Ekwall, English Place-Names, 258. 
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shaped part of the parish lying north of the M3 motorway and a small bite taken out 

in the south near Dummer Grange farm. This square shape of the parish, together 

with neighbouring Farleigh and North Waltham is unusual in this part of the 

Hampshire chalk downs, the more common shape being linear where parishes run 

back from a river or up the scarp slope of the downs and where each parish needs to 

possess the variety of soil types. The parish has always been entire with no 

detached parts. 

Dummer contained three manors, East and West Dummer and the Grange. 

The Grange, in the south, had been held by Waverley Abbey (Surr.) from the 12th 

century until shortly after the dissolution of the monasteries. All three had come into 

common ownership by 1597.5 The Grange contained 304 a. of land and was always 

worked as a single farm unlike the rest of the parish. Prior to enclosure, agriculture 

was carried out in common fields and the downlands provided common pasture. 

1,789 a. of land was enclosed by parliamentary Act in 1743.6 In 1870 the parish area 

was 2,180 a.7 

The boundaries in the west, south and east have changed very little whereas 

the northern perimeter has seen several extensions and contractions. (Map 3). The 

original western edge, which survived in 2020, follows the Silchester to Winchester 

Roman east west road and then part of the London to Penzance road (A30). Close 

to the Wheatsheaf Hotel and Flower Pot cottages (formerly Flower Pot public house), 

the Basingstoke to Winchester road (A33) forks and marks the most south western 

point of the parish. From there the boundary turns south east and in 2020 passed 

under two motorway slip roads and the M3 at the Popham Interchange to follow 

undulating fields and woodland edges. Two stones define the perimeter at either end 

of Popham Down Copse. These display the letters D and M which presumably refer 

to Dummer and Micheldever. The boundary then continues along the woodland edge 

before joining and following Dummer Road to Ewedown copse, the southernmost 

point of the parish. It then turns north, ascending through farmland and woods to 

Nutley Lane near Dummer Clump and Inwood copse then north west towards 

Rowley copse. Before Kempshott was added to the parish the northern boundary 

 
5  Below, Land Ownership. 
6  HRO, 120M97/1. 
7  http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/4697 (accessed 29 Sept. 2019). 

http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/4697
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curved past Rowley, Shrub and Peak copses and then south returning to the 

turnpike road. 

In 1879, following the Divided Parishes Act of 1876, 555 a. of Kempshott, then 

a detached part of Winslade parish, was united with Dummer, comprising Kempshott 

House, ancillary buildings, paddocks, garden, parkland and Kempshott farm (later 

known as Kennel farm).8 The northern boundary was redrawn to run north east from 

Rowley copse between Kempshott and Shortwood copses, along the western edge 

of Sullinger copse and along the sinuous strip of Lower Belt woodland edging the 

north of Beggarwood Park. It then crossed the turnpike road to the Roman road 

before turning south and ascending to Southwood farm. To reflect this extension, the 

parish name was changed to Dummer with Kempshott in 1886.9  

In 1932 a 4 a. plot north of the Basingstoke Golf Club was transferred to 

Basingstoke.10 A boundary reorganisation from 1985 saw the loss of Beggarwood 

Park to Basingstoke (67 a.) but Dummer gained 15 a. from Farleigh Wallop parish as 

well as the Southwood farm buildings (34½ a.) while the associated fields remained 

in Oakley parish.11 The parish name formally reverted to Dummer in 1989.12 The 

Beggarwood housing estate developed from 2001 on 118 a. of land north of the M3 

motorway was transferred to Basingstoke in May 200313 when the boundary 

changed again to run down the centre of the M3 motorway, along the eastern edge 

of Basingstoke Golf Club and back to the A30. In 2020 Dummer parish was 2,597 

a.14 

 

Landscape 

 

The underlying geology is upper chalk with superficial deposits of clay with flint. A 

narrow strand of surface alluvial deposit lies in a shallow valley curving north of 

Dummer Down farm along which Dummer Road runs, suggesting a palaeochannel 

 
8  LGBO 10.105, 8 Dec. 1879; TNA, OS 27/2187; OS map 1:10560 (1872 edn), sheet 26.5; P.O. 

Dir. 1885, 650; below, Landownership. 
9  TNA, OS 27/2187; LGBO 20.332. 
10  HRO, 24M95/2; OS map 1:10,560, XVIII.SW. 
11  Basingstoke & Deane (Parishes) Order 1985, 179; HRO, H/CS6/1/6. 
12  Basingstoke and Deane Dist. Council, Parish name change, 27 July 1989. 
13  BDBC Planning app., BDB 40026; Basingstoke and Deane (Parishes) Order 2003 no. 846. 
14  BDBC, Research & Data sect. 
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of a lost river rising in the hills to the south beyond the parish.15 There are no 

apparent surface water courses within the parish but an underground stream is 

reported to flow from the Clump beneath Dummer Grange farm and on to the 

Candovers.16 At times of heavy rain, a winterbourne rises at Dummer Clump and 

flows along Farleigh Lane and Down Street which can cause flooding.17 A small duck 

pond lies in Up Street and dew ponds collect at Clump and Dummer Down farms. 

The lord of the manor, Stephen Terry, had a pond dug in front of Dummer House 

adjacent to Nutley Lane but by 1896 it had been infilled as part of the gardens.18 Two 

small ponds lie in the fields east of Tower Hill farm and man-made water features 

appear on both Basingstoke and Dummer golf courses.  

The landscape gently undulates between 459 ft (140 m.) and 590 ft (180 m.) 

rising to its highest point of 675 ft (206 m.) at Dummer Clump in the east. Open fields 

surrounded the village until enclosure in 1743.19 Views in the mid18th to mid19th 

centuries would have featured two windmills. One, recorded in 1744 at Dummer 

Clump, and a second situated behind Chapel Close in what was still known as 

Millfield in 2020.20  

In 2020 the linear settlement lay central to the parish surrounded by farmland 

with fields divided by mixed deciduous hedges, some showing evidence of formerly 

coppiced hazel trees.21 The mixed farming of earlier years – arable, sheep, dairy, 

pigs and grazing – had given way to almost entirely arable farming. Small areas of 

grassland were found in private paddocks for equine use.22  

Six blocks of deciduous woodland survive at Kempshott, Peak, Shrub, and 

Rowley copses in the north and Grange and Bottom copses in the south east. An 8 

a. mixed woodland named Sunset Wood, south west of Clump farm was planted 

c.2016 and another north of Dummer Down farm was planted in the 20th century.23 

Basingstoke Golf Course (106 a.) and Dummer Golf Course (165 a.) both lie within 

 
15  http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html?location=dummer&gobBtn=go  

(accessed 28 Oct. 2018). 
16  Charles Palmer-Tomkinson, pers. comm. 2019. Dummer Grange takes its water supply from a 

200ft well. 
17  Sheila Harden, pers. comm. 2019. 
18  HRO, 24M49/4; BL, 004830987; OS map 1:25,000 sheet Hants XXVII.6 (1872 & 1896). 
19  HRO, 120M97/1. 
20  Mills Archive, KIRS-26289, K. Kirsopp, Notebook of Hampshire Windmills; HRO, 3M39/1, 

Greenwood Map 1826; below, Economic History. 
21  Design Statement. 
22  Ibid.; below, Economic History. 
23  https://www.google.com/maps/search/dummer (accessed 28 Oct. 2018). 

http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html?location=dummer&gobBtn=go
https://www.google.com/maps/search/dummer
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the parish to the north on either side of the M3 motorway. In 2020 the remains of 21 

chalk pits dug for agricultural use, scattered around the parish, were mostly 

colonised by trees.  

Well-wooded parkland was developed at Kempshott from 1788 on plans 

believed to have been designed by Humphrey Repton, landscape architect, to 

enhance the grandeur of the new mansion and suit the requirements of the Prince of 

Wales.24 In 1928 a large part of this was sold to Basingstoke Golf club where the 

course designer preserved much of the rolling topography and mature trees and 

even fragments of the original pale boundary. 

 

Communications 

 

Roads 

 

The Roman Silchester to Winchester road forms the western parish boundary. This 

road was turnpiked by the Basingstoke and Stockbridge Trust established in 1756.25 

The tollgate was sited north of Basingstoke Down but in 1801 the Trust ordered it to 

be moved to Kempshott Hill at the junction with Beggarwood Lane. Milestones were 

erected denoting the distances from London, Basingstoke, Stockbridge and 

Winchester;26 three survive within the parish.27 The Trust was terminated in 1878.28  

In 1929 the A30 was widened from Dummer crossroads to Kempshott Hill.29 A 

section of the A30 trunk road constructed in the 1930s enters the north as a dual 

carriageway, but reduces to a single carriageway at Ganderdown and follows the 

same route as the Roman road and turnpike along what was formerly known as 

Popham Lane. The construction of the M3 motorway had a major impact carving a 

new route together with the associated slip roads and access to Down Street by a 

roundabout at junction seven. Duxford Lane passes under the motorway to join the 

 
24  Golding, The Manor of Kempshot (unpublished Portsmouth Polytechnic MA), 4; 

www.kempshottmanor.net (accessed 13 Jan. 2020).  
25        Turnpike trusts. County reports of the Secretary of State, under the act 3 & 4 Wm. IV. cap. 80. 
No.4.-Hants (Parl. Papers 1852 [1521]), 19. 
26  HRO, 76M86/40; HRO, Q26/1. 
27  NHLE nos, 1416757, Milestone on A30 at Ganderdown; 1096173, Milestone on A30/A303 at 

NGR 597483; 1096174, Milestone on A30/A303 at NGR 575460 (accessed 16 Dec. 2021); 
Hants HER 54172, 54173.  

28  HRO, Q26/2/1; Turnpike Trusts (Parl. Paper 1878 [Cd. 353]), LXVI.683. 
29  The Times, 8 Aug. 1929. 

http://www.kampshottmanor.net/
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A30 opposite the Wheatsheaf Hotel in North Waltham parish (Map 1). Maps pre-

dating the motorway show a lane leading west from Up Street to North Waltham 

crossing the A30 to Maidenthorn Lane. This was truncated and re-routed to the north 

to emerge opposite the Sun Inn.30  

All other roads within the parish are narrow lanes radiating from the church; 

none have pavements and vehicle traffic is limited to 20 mph in the village centre. 

Down Street and Up Street (formerly Common Street), lined with houses form a 

horseshoe shaped through route from the M3 junction to the A30 at the Sun Inn. The 

1743 estate map depicted a T-junction at the church but by 1864 maps show a track 

running from Manor farm south to Grange farm.31 In 2020 this was a bridleway 

known locally as ‘the concrete road’ and part of the long distance Wayfarer’s Walk 

from Litchfield to Emsworth. Farleigh Lane leads east from the church to Farleigh 

Wallop. Nutley Lane forks off this at Clump farm serving Mulberry House, Clump 

Barn and cottages but then becomes a by-way towards Dummer Clump before 

leaving the parish at Nutley Wood. The sunken Dummer Down Lane runs south from 

Tower Hill farm to Dummer Grange farm in Dummer Road which in turn runs from 

the A30 to Axford. A map of 1871 shows a T-junction with Dummer Down Lane and 

Axford Road.32 In 1903 a map depicts this as a cross roads with a road leading to 

Woodmancott passing in front of Dummer Down farmhouse which explains its 

orientation sideways on to Dummer Down Lane. In 2020 this junction had reverted to 

a T-junction with a diverted bridleway a field away from the house before turning to 

join the earlier south-west route to Woodmancott.33  

The names of the culs de sac serving 20th century residential infill such as 

Glebe Close, Porter’s Close, Post Office Lane, Chapel Close, Queensfield, The 

Barns and Bible Fields reflect the history of the village. Various footpaths cross the 

parish. One in particular starting beside the cemetery was used for access to the 

A30 and Sun Inn but was truncated by the motorway.34 A permissive track following 

the ancient drove leads from Well Cottage in Down Street to the open fields.35 The 

 
30  OS map 1:10560 (1960 edn) SU54NE. 
31  BL, 004830987. 
32  TNA, OS 27/2187. 
33  BL, 004830987; HRO, 26M75/7; OS 6” map XXVI.NW (1897). 
34  Sheila Harden, pers. comm. 2019. 
35  https://maps.hants.gov.uk/rightsofwaydefinitivemap/ (accessed 18 Nov. 2019). 

https://maps.hants.gov.uk/rightsofwaydefinitivemap/
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junction of Down Lane and Up Street is marked by the Seven Sisters triangle planted 

with six cherry trees. 

In the north of the parish there were two carriage drives approaching 

Kempshott House through the parkland from the Basingstoke to Winchester road. 

One skirted the edge of Peak Copse and the other joined Beggarwood Lane, 

passing through the Coachroad Belt woodland. In 2020 the lane was preserved as a 

cul-de-sac, Old Beggarwood Lane, with the earlier line of the road preserved as a 

footpath linking it to the A30.  

 

Post, Carriers, Buses, Services 

 

In 1851 Fanny Holms was named as a letter carrier.36 Three years later a post office 

was opened in Up Street opposite the school by James Allen (d. 1881).37 He was 

succeeded by his widow, Hannah (d. 1890).38 Post deliveries from Basingstoke in 

1864 were twice daily.39 By 1885 the post office had moved to Little Manor farm 

where farmer Rowland Davis Drinkwater took on the role of postmaster.40 The 

nearest money order and telegraph office was in Basingstoke until 1889 when a 

money order office opened in Worting,41 both some considerable distance from the 

village. In 1895 a facility opened in nearby North Waltham.42 A succession of 

postmasters can be traced to 1939,43 and at an unknown date new premises were 

opened on the opposite side of the road from Little Manor farm on the corner of Post 

Office Lane but closed in 2006.44 From May 2007 the village hall hosted a visiting 

postmaster from Hook one afternoon a week.45 This ceased in 2015 and from 

September 2016 the village was served by a mobile office which visited once each 

week operating out of Barton Stacey.46 In 2020 a daily collection was made six days 

a week from street pillar boxes. The nearest post office was in Basingstoke. 

 
36  Census, 1851. 
37  https://sites.google.com/site/ukpostofficesbycounty/home/england (accessed 25 Oct. 2018). 
38  Census, 1881. 
39  BL, 004830987. 
40  Census, 1891; P.O. Dir. Hants 1885, 651; HRO, 67M83/156. 
41  P.O. Dir. Hants 1895, 131; 1899, 140; 1903, 144; 1907, 158. 
42  P.O. Dir. Hants 1895, 131. 
43  Census, 1891–1911; 1939 Register; P.O. Dirs. Hants 1885–1907.  
44  Basingstoke Gaz., 28 Dec. 2006. 
45  Basingstoke Gaz., 5 Jun. 2007. 
46  https://sites.google.com/site/ukpostofficesbycounty/home/england (accessed 25 Oct. 2018); 

Parish Council Minutes 19 Sep. 2016. 

https://sites.google.com/site/ukpostofficesbycounty/home/england
https://sites.google.com/site/ukpostofficesbycounty/home/england
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George Barber aged 18 was listed as a carrier in 1861 as was his father John 

in 1871.47 Between 1895 and 1907 Henry Baker operated as a fly proprietor.48 John 

Chivers ran a freight haulage business in 1939.49 Arthur Cecil Porter moved to 

Dummer in 1910 and ran the shop and post office as well as a horse drawn carrier 

service. This became the Porter’s bus service and traditionally conveyed the cricket 

team to away matches.50 In 1939 Oswald Porter took over the business offering 

taxis, self-drive cars and regular coaches to Basingstoke market on Wednesdays 

and Saturdays.51 Two buses ran to Basingstoke on Wednesdays, Fridays and 

Saturdays. Travellers requiring a service on the other days or at more convenient 

times could pre-book a motor coach and request a stop at the Sun Inn on the A30 

from Shamrock & Rambler Coaches (of Bournemouth) or Royal Blue Coaches which 

ran services from Bournemouth to London and Exeter to Windsor respectively.52 In 

1941 and 1942 Venture buses ran four or five buses a day to Basingstoke on 

Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays. After the war Venture ran a daily service with 

five buses in each direction as well as a late-night service from Basingstoke on 

Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays after the pubs and the cinemas shut.53 By 1950 

a service ran from the Wheatsheaf, a considerable walk from the village, and twice 

daily buses ran on Wednesdays and Saturdays from Dummer Grange farm.54 In 

2020 one bus a day was operated by Stagecoach between Steventon and 

Basingstoke on Mondays and Fridays with two on Wednesdays.55  

Mains electricity was supplied to the village in 1950.56 A public telephone kiosk 

was erected in Down Street opposite its junction with Chapel Close as an extension 

of the post office line.57 BT (previously British Telecom) discontinued support for the 

payphone in 2016. Three years later the village adopted the kiosk and converted it to 

 
47  Census, 1861; 1871. 
48  For example, P.O. Dir. Hants (1899), 140. A ‘fly’ was a light horse carriage. 
49  1939 Register. 
50  Hill and Dale, parish magazine, Jan. 1968, HRO, 65M72/PZ3. 
51  1939 Register; Hants. & Berks Gaz. Rail & Bus Guide (1939). 
52  HRO, 51M76/H/2B/1. 
53  Hants & Berks Gaz. Rail & Bus Guide (1941–2). 
54  HRO, 5M70/27. 
55  www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables (accessed 24 Sep. 2019). 
56  HRO, 5M70/27; HRO, 56M82/B87/1. 
57  HRO, 96M96/23/3. 

http://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables


10 
 

© University of London 2022 

an information point and book exchange.58 A broadband internet connection was 

installed c.2003/4.59  

 

Population 

 

The Domesday survey recorded 25 heads of households in the two manors of East 

and West Dummer.60 Using a multiplier of 4.5 persons per household suggests an 

estimated population of 112, a number broadly comparable with the neighbouring 

rural parishes.61 Just 11 inhabitants were assessed for the lay subsidy in 1327 and 

15 in 1333 representing the heads of the wealthier households.62 There is little 

evidence of the Black Death having had a major effect on Dummer but the gap in 

identifiable rectors between 1349 and 1392 may be an indication of this.63 Kempshott 

had six households in 1086 – three villani (tenants with land) and three cottars – and 

three taxpayers in 1327 but by 1393 there were no parishioners.64 At that date it was 

united with Winslade, a parish on the eastern side of Farleigh Wallop, both manors 

were held by the Tichborne family.65 

A muster roll of 1524 included 26 men and two women whilst a taxation list of 

the following year recorded 34 names of whom three were female.66 Approximately 

half of the names appear on both lists. The overall population increased with the 

inclusion of the Grange in 1527. Between 1542 and 1641 there were 575 baptisms 

and 457 burials. Only in 1557–9 did burials (33) outnumber baptisms.67 This may be 

related to the influenza pandemic which spread from Asia across Europe to England 

from 1556–60.68  

 
58  http://www.dummerparishcouncil.gov.uk/FullCouncil.aspx. 5 Dec. 2016, 20 Nov. 2017 

(accessed 21 Nov. 2018). 
59  Julian Jones, pers. comm. 2019. 
60  Domesday, 108, 121; below, Social History. 
61  For example, Cliddesden 25, Popham 37, Herriard 11. (Domesday 115, 108). 
62  Hants Tax List 1327, 41; TNA, E 179/242/15A, rot. 6. 
63  Below, Religious History, Social History. 
64  Domesday, 107; Hants Tax List 1327, 20; Reg. Wykham ii, 441–2. 
65        Below, Land Ownership. 
66  TNA, E 36/19, 317-8; TNA, E 179/173/183, rot. 13d. 
67  HRO, 65M72/PR1. 
68  E.A. Wrigley, R.S. Schofield, The Population History of England 1541–1871 (Cambridge, 

1981), 671.  
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In 1603, 100 communicants were recorded, presumably the greater part of the 

population, excluding children.69 The Hearth Tax return of 1665 had 36 households, 

a 44 per cent increase since Domesday.70 In 1673 there were 48 households with a 

slight drop to 42 in 167571 and with the number of communicants also falling to 88.72 

In 1725, the population was c.16273 and in 1798, 128 men (80 between the ages of 

15 and 60) were assessed for a volunteer local army.74  

In 1801 there were 52 families living in 52 houses with a population of 286.75 

Numbers climbed steadily to 412 in 1841 and households increased to 81.76 The 

population remained fairly static at around 400 for three decades.77 In 1881 the 

figure was 390 but incorporated 93 persons in 14 households in Kempshott 

comprising the family of Sir Nelson Rycroft and live-in servants at Kempshott House, 

outdoor staff, the bailiff and five households in Kennel farm cottages.78 This 

disguised a fall in numbers in Dummer in line with a national trend of rural poor 

moving to the towns. 

During the 20th century the population remained at around 400 until 1985 when 

part of Kempshott was transferred into Basingstoke resulting in a fall to c.350.79 This 

rose dramatically to 643 in 2001 when the Beggarwood housing estate was under 

construction and became a ward of Dummer parish.80 The population continued to 

grow as indicated by the 956 residents on the Beggarwood electoral roll in 2003. 

With 328 on the roll for Dummer village ward in the same year this gave an 

unprecedented number of 1,284 adults.81 With the transfer of Beggarwood to 

Basingstoke in 2003 the population reduced to 466 by 2011.82 House building 

continued: Longacres (310 houses) and The Fairways (97 houses)83 were completed 

in 2018 when the electoral register showed 744 people over the age of 18,84 rising 

 
69  HRO, 10M57/SP374; below, Religious History. 
70  Hearth Tax 1665, 218; below, Land Ownership. 
71  TNA, E 179/176/569, rot. 9d. TNA, E 179/247/30, rot 19d. 
72  HRO, 10M57/SP374; below, Religious History. 
73  Parson & Parish, 45, 64. 
74  HRO, Q22/1/2/5/16. 
75  Population Rtns 1801–2, 333; below, Social History 
76  Population Rtns 1843, 316; Census, 1841. 
77  Census, 1851–71. 
78  Census, 1881. 
79  Conservation Area; BDBC Council Order OP 27.7.89. 
80  LGBO 10.105, 8 Dec. 1879 
81  BDBC, Electoral Services. 
82  The Basingstoke and Deane (Parishes) Order 2003 no. 846; Census, 2011. 
83  Ibid.; Parish Newsletter, Spring 2018. 
84  Electoral Roll, 2018. 
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further to 898 in February 2020.85 Further developments at Hounsome Fields (750 

houses), Basingstoke Golf course (1,100 houses) and a number of smaller sites 

were in the planning stage in 2021.86 

 

Settlement and Buildings 

 

Early Settlement 

 

The high chalk downs in this area are heavily covered with a drift deposit of clay with 

flints.87 This rich source of large flint nodules, the raw material for tool making, was 

utilised from the earliest settlers intermittently through the Ice Ages (c.500,000 years 

ago) through to the end of the Bronze Age (c.800 BC). Flint implements, notably 

hand axes of Palaeolithic date, (earlier than 10,000 BC) were found through 

fieldwalking near the Sun Inn and south of the high ground at Dummer Clump.88 

Dummer Clump must have been a particularly rich area for good flint as it was also 

used in both the Mesolithic, (c.10,000–c.4,000 BCE) and Neolithic (to c.3,300 BCE) 

for flint working: large numbers of artefacts have been collected.89 Mesolithic 

implements were found on Basingstoke golf course.90 The Sun Inn area was also a 

prolific flint working site in the Neolithic with a variety of tools and implements 

found.91 A further scatter of Neolithic flakes was found on the southern edge of the 

parish.92 It is likely that the flint working sites were occupied as settlement sites at 

least temporarily, but there is no evidence for structures due to later natural erosion 

and agricultural disturbance. 

As elsewhere most of the evidence for the Bronze Age is funerary including the 

distinctive round barrows which can still be seen quite commonly in the area, such 

as one in the south-west corner of the parish, part of a barrow cemetery and another 

 
85  Ibid.; BDBC, Electoral Services. 
86  Basingstoke Golf Course Development Brief Supplementary Planning Document Oct. 2019; 

BDBC, Planning App. 15/04503/OUT; 19/0071/OUT. 
87  OS Geological Survey of Great Britain, Basingstoke sheet 284.  
88  Hants HER 18785; 20297; 59188; D. Roe, CBA Report 8, Lower and Middle Palaeolithic; Proc. 

HFC&AS, vol. 9 pt. 2, 180–1; vol.16 pt. 3, 253; 
http://journal.lithics.org/index.php/lithics/article/viewFile/590/575, Wessex Archaeology, The 
Southern Rivers Palaeolithic Project, (accessed 13 Nov. 2019).  

89  Hants HER 20290; 20291. 
90  Willis Museum card index for SU 59624740. 
91  Hants HER 18782. 
92  Hants HER 18391. 

http://journal.lithics.org/index.php/lithics/article/viewFile/590/575


13 
 

© University of London 2022 

ploughed out and visible as a crop mark.93 Other barrows are visible on aerial 

photographs south of Tower Hill farm and at Dummer Clump.94 One barrow close to 

Kempshott House was dug into in 1850 and an urn removed.95 Much less usual, an 

urnfield with at least 20 cremations was uncovered near the border with Nutley in 

1888, and further work on the site in 1967 recovered a further five urns. They were 

inverted, and each covered by a cist of clay and flint.96 A further cremation cemetery 

was excavated at Beggarwood Lane prior to house building in 2016 where seven 

collared urns were found and at least nine cremations.97 Some late Bronze Age 

material was found at Hounsome Fields and Kennel farm which may suggest some 

settlement preceding the main Iron Age occupation of these sites. The uncovering of 

such large areas prior to house building has led to a more detailed understanding of 

of the area in the Iron Age and early Roman periods, with ditch systems probably 

extending between these two sites and the 32 a. just north of the Winchester road, 

indicating an integrated landscape.98 There were a number of post-built structures 

within enclosures, storage pits, a small late cremation cemetery and pottery going 

through to the Roman period, c.100AD.99 The area has been surveyed from the air 

and the photographs of cropmarks indicate more settlements of the same character, 

with ditches and enclosures.100 There is further Roman evidence of occupation in the 

south-east corner of the parish near Breach Cottages,101 but by far the most 

significant Roman site lies around the Wheatsheaf Inn. The Roman road between 

Silchester and Winchester runs in front of the inn and there have been finds since 

the 19th century indicating that this place was probably of regional importance, 

midway between the two cantonal capitals. Land clearance in connection with the 

M3 motorway resulted in rescue excavations which recovered quantities of building 

materials, pottery both local and imported, jewellery and coins indicating occupation 

 
93  Hants HER 18436; L.V. Grinsell, ‘Hampshire Barrows III’, Proc. HFC 14 pt 3 (1940). 
94  Hants HER 63936; 20337. 
95  Hants HER 18783. 
96  Hants HER 26622; 26624. 
97  Hants HER 69775; R. Kennedy and R. Massey. An Early Bronze Age Cremation Cemetery at 

Beggarwood, Lane, Basingstoke 2016, Hampshire Studies (2019). 
98  Hants HER 69775; 63840; 69102. 
99  R. Massey & M. Nichol, Iron Age and Roman Enclosed Settlement at Winchester Road 

Basingstoke, Proc. HFC&AS vol. 74 Hampshire Studies (2019). 
100  Hants HER 38264; 63861; 63934; 63937. 
101  Hants HER 18845; 18846. 
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from the 1st to 4th centuries AD.102 Coins and other small finds continue to be 

discovered.103
  

 

 

Medieval Settlement and Buildings 

 

Domesday Book records two manors in Dummer with each claiming a church, 

suggesting that there may originally have been two settlements. One focus, the east 

manor can clearly be recognized round the church, the later rectory and the main 

manor house [Dummer House] and Manor farm. From this point the topography 

determined whether one went uphill along Up Street or gently downhill along Down 

Street The second focus is less obvious, but may be represented by the small Green 

at the junction of Up Street and Down Down Lane. A third pocket of development 

took place around Lime Tree cottage in Down Street in the late medieval period.104  

Subsequent infill development between these groupings has strengthened the linear 

pattern of the settlement whilst largely maintaining its historic boundaries.  

 The earliest surviving buildings are timber-framed with wattle and daub Infill. 

The earliest evidence for brick construction dates from the early 17th century in high 

class construction as at Dummer Grange, or for limited use as in chimney stacks. By 

the 18th century brick building had become standard, whether for refacing earlier 

structures or for new building. The village has many surviving brick farmhouses. At 

an elite level, brick became less fashionable at the beginning of the 19th century, 

and both Kempshott House and Dummer House were refaced in stucco. In 2022, 

traditional buildings possess a variety of roofing material: thatch, tile and slates: most 

would have been thatched earlier.105 

 Dummer’s medieval church is sited at a right-angle junction of two roads. 

Standing next to the church is Manor farm, which probably occupies the site of the 

medieval manor farm although surviving fabric is later.106 Nevertheless, three 

 
102  Hants HER 18747; 18757; D. Charlton, The Wheatsheaf, Dummer, Hampshire: an 

archaeological rescue investigation, BAHS Newsletter 213, (2015), 14–15. 
103      Inf. from Mary Oliver. 
104      Conservation Area.  
105      The following section and dating is by Edward Roberts and Bill Fergie and draws on intensive 
study of the vernacular buildings of the area: see E. Roberts, Hampshire Houses; Their Dating and 
Development (HCC, 2003). 
106       Below, Landownership. 
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medieval domestic buildings do survive. The Nook in Up Street, a cruck-framed, 

open-hall house, has been dated by dendrochronology to 1420–4.107 Lime Tree 

Cottage in Down Street, whose precise building-date is not known, is also a cruck-

framed building. Cruck houses were relatively common in rural Hampshire between 

about 1300 and 1500 and Dummer is one of only a few villages where more than one 

has survived.108 The only other medieval, open-hall house that has been identified is 

Bishop’s Cottage, which stands at the southern extremity of the village near Tower 

Hill farm on Dummer Down Lane. Two of its three early bays may have formed the 

original house and one of these was clearly the open hall, whose rafters are heavily 

soot-blackened from the former open fire below. The precise sequence of building or 

re-building might be determined by tree ring dating but no such exercise has been 

undertaken. The form of the house and its timber framing suggest a building-date 

around 1500. These three medieval houses in Down Street, Up Street and as far as 

Dummer Down Lane, indicate the possible extent of the medieval village. 

 

Post- Medieval Settlement and Buildings 

 

Bricks were infrequently used in this part of Hampshire in 1500, and yet a century 

later they were commonly in use, even in timber-framed houses. The Well House, 

Down Street, a timber-framed, lobby-entry house of c.1600, was built with a brick 

chimney to heat the hall and probably for cooking too. The chimney contained the 

smoke from the hall fire so that a first-floor chamber could be built above. This 

chamber also had its own brick fireplace. There are indications at the north-western 

end of the house that the framing may incorporate elements of an earlier house, but 

it has not been the subject of a dating exercise.109 The Well House is presumably 

named because it adjoins one of the village wells. This one is particularly deep (248 

ft) and has a well house over it which contains a winding wheel driven by manpower. 

This well house was built in traditional timber-framed form in 1879.110 

The earliest part of Manor farmhouse, also dating to c.1600, has timber-framed 

walls but, as a superior feature, some of the timber panels are infilled with bricks 

 
107  E. Roberts, Hampshire Houses; Their Dating and Development (HCC, 2003), 133. 
108  Ibid., 15. 
109      NHLE, no. 1302418, Well Ho. (accessed 16 Dec. 2021). 
110      NHLE, no. 1339505, Wellhead (accessed 8 Feb. 2022). 
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carefully laid in a herring-bone pattern. At an even more superior level, Dummer 

Grange, the finest 17th century house in the parish, has walls made entirely from 

brick.111  

 

 

Later Development 

 

There was already considerable variation in house sizes, reflected in the hearth tax 

returns of 1665 when, of 36 houses in the village, 23 had only one hearth and 

another seven had two. At the other end of the social scale were the rector, the lord 

of the manor, the owner of the Grange and one other with between four and seven 

hearths.112 New agricultural methods, and especially the enclosure of Dummer’s 

open fields in 1743 may have helped to widen the social gap in village society. As 

elsewhere, small landholders lost their access to common pasture and often became 

landless labourers, while men with capital could accumulate larger acreages in order 

to farm more profitably. These larger farms required substantial farmhouses and 

farm yards. Manor farmhouse was partly remodelled in the 18th century. It has a 

courtyard of farm buildings which, it would seem, was originally accessed through a 

pretty, 18th century entrance building, now containing two cottages known as Ivy 

Cottage and Stable Cottage.113 Village farmhouse in Up Street is of typical 18th 

century form with chimneys at both ends, a central entry and an outshot under a 

catslide roof. Until the late 20th century, it had its full complement of agricultural 

buildings in the farmyard to the rear.114 These have been redeveloped as a small 

residential development known, appropriately, as The Barns. A similar development 

has taken place at Manor Farm in what was the dairy yard. Little Manor Farmhouse 

on Down Street dates to the early 19th century.115 

Tower Hill farm, standing at the top of Up Street, probably went through a major 

re-ordering in the 18th century when the farmhouse was largely encased in brick. It 

seems to have already been a significant farmstead by this date because the core of 

 
111      Below, Landownership. 
112      Hearth Tax 1665, 218; J. Hare, ‘Dummer, Nately Scures and beyond: using the hearth          
          tax assessments of 1665’, Newsletter HFC, 75, 2121, 8–10. 
113      NHLE, no. 1093017, Manor Farmho. (accessed 16 Dec. 2021). 
114      NHLE, no. 1302412, Village Farmho. (accessed 16 Dec. 2021). 
115      NHLE, no. 1093014, Little Manor Farmho. (accessed 16 Dec. 2021). 
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the house is timber framed and probably dates to the 17th century. A three-bay 

timber framed barn with aisles on three sides probably also dates from this century. 

It seems to have lost at least one of its original bays and was probably once aisled 

all around, a form commonly found in the 17th century. There is also a 19th century 

granary.116 

Perhaps the most remarkable small house belonging to the 18th century is 

Foundry House, which has a dated panel for 1772. It has decorative features 

including panels of blue brick headers.117 Just as the farmhouses reflect change in 

the agricultural economy so Foundry House may reflect the coming industrial change 

rather than merely a prosperous village blacksmith. 

Of the larger houses in the village the relative grandeur of Dummer House, the 

Old Rectory118 and Dummer Down farmhouse can be contrasted with the more 

modest vernacular houses.119 At the socially lower level in the 19th century the little 

terrace built as three two up/two down cottages and known as Tower Hill Cottages, 

with the similar small terrace at Mount Pleasant on Down Street, were the homes of 

landless labourers.120 At a similar scale is the attractive little late 19th century 

cottage with a cruciform plan on Farleigh Lane. It has the appearance of a typical 

lodge building for a large house. It was described as the lodge in 1876 when the 

main entrance to Dummer House lay here.121  

 

Modern Development 

 

As Dummer lost its purely agricultural base its relatively loose framework was 

gradually infilled. It became a commuter and retirement village, with older cottages 

being refurbished and infilling taking place in the form of single dwellings. The latter 

have both enlarged the perimeter of the built-up area and filled in some of the gaps. 

However, two significant groupings of local authority dwellings are located at the 

south western and north eastern extremities of the village respectively. The western 

group, comprising terraced and semi-detached two storey houses known as Bible 

 
116      NHLE, nos 1093016, Tower Hill Fm; 1178466, Granary at Tower Hill Fm (accessed 16 Dec. 
2021). 
117      NHLE, no. 1302404, Foundry Ho. (accessed 16 Dec. 2021). 
118  Below, Religious Hist. 
119      Below, Landownership, Religious Hist. 
120      NHLE, no. 1178452, Mount Pleasant (accessed 16 Dec. 2021). 
121      HRO M57/SP 373.     
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Fields, is located at the top of Dummer Down Lane. It dates from the 1950s.122 At the 

other end of the village lie Chapel Close built in 1948.123 In addition there are eight 

old people’s bungalows in Glebe Close (c.1968) and Porter’s Close. Despite their 

uniformity of design none of these developments are at all particularly conspicuous 

in the street scene. In 2020 Chapel Close was screened by trees, Porter’s Close is 

largely hidden behind traditional buildings, and the Glebe Close properties are sited 

in a cul-de-sac which extends a little way off Down Street. As a result, the entrance 

to the village is dominated by traditional buildings and by one of the original village 

well coverings re-erected on a small green, with a seat under it, to commemorate the 

Coronation of George VI in 1937.  

 

Kempshott    

 

After Kempshott was incorporated into Winslade in 1393 settlement consisted of little 

more than a few isolated farms. The former parish was transformed by the building 

of Kempshott House in c.1773, and its continued use as a major household including 

by the future George IV when Prince of Wales (1788–95).124 Of the two farmhouses, 

Southwood farm may have been built during the first half of the 18th century. It is 

believed to have been leased by the Prince of Wales for Maria Fitzherbert in 1790 

and is a two-storey brick building with attic, a tiled roof with flanking chimneys, a 

three-bay cast front with two three-light hipped dormer windows and a first-floor 

band. The only alterations appear to be to the windows which have 19th century 

lights.125 Kennel farmhouse, originally known as Kempshott farmhouse, the home 

farm, is an early 19th century house with later additions. 

After the break-up of the Kempshott and Dummer estate in 1926 the park 

became a golf course. Parts were developed for housing from 2001 forming part of 

the Beggarwood estate, transferred to Basingstoke in 2003.126 The Golf Club had 

also been identified for housing as part of the Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan 

(adopted 2016).127 

 
122  HRO, H/SY/B1/A12/1. 
123  Ibid.; HRO, 128M96/C3/19. 
124      Below, ‘landownership’. 
125  Golding, Kempshott Manor, 8  
126      Basingstoke and Deane (Parishes) Order 2003. no. 846. 
127      Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan 2011–2029, (adopted 2016). 
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